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Indel)endent Auditor's R epro 1 

H ON O RA BLE CLY D E C . H IGtI'FOW ER , CLA 

CLAIBORNE PARISH A SSESSOR 
H om er. Io~nisiat~a 

I have audiled tile general puq)ose financial statements of lhc Claibornc Parish 
Assessor, a eom ponent unit of tile Claiborne Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 
1996, and l',.ir the year then ended, as listed iu the table of contents. These general 
puq)ose financial slalem enls are the responsibilily of the Claiborne Parish A ssessor's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on lhese general i')tH]'~osc 
financial slatem e~lls based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepled auditing slandards and 
(;ovor/~ntetU Auditing Stap~dar(Is, issued by the Com ptroller General of the l.]niled 
Slates. Those slalldards rexluire that I plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance aboul whelher tile general l~urposc financial slalem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem cl~t. A n audil inc|u(les exan'fini~'tg, on a test basis, evidence suppolaing the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purl~ose financial statem ents. A n audil also 

includes assessing the accotmling principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem enl, as w ell as evalualing the overall general l>Urpose financial slalem cnt 

presentation. I believe that m y audit t)rovidc.s a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In iny opinion, tile general purpose financial stalem cnls referred to above l'~rcsenl 
fairly, in all m alerial respects, the fiuancial posilion of tile C laiborne Parish A ssessor 
as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and lhe results of operations for lhe year lhcn ended in 
conform ity w ilh generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith (;overnnwnt Audiling Standards, I have also issued a rci)otl dated 
January 27, 1997 on m y consideration of the Claibonlc Parish A ssessor's internal 
control structure and a repola, datexl January 27, 1997 o~t its eom plia~cc, w ith law s, 
regulations, contl'acts, and grants. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
January 27, 1997 
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CLAIBORN E PA RISH A SSESSOR 
H om er, Louisiana 

A LL FU N D TY PES A N D A CCOU N T G RO U PS 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash cquivalc,nts 
Rcccivablc,s 
Office furnishings and c,quipnlc,nl 

TOTA L A SSETS 

Balance She,el, I)ecem bc,r 31, 1996 

1,1ABII,ITIES ANI) FUNI) FQU1TY 
Liabililies - accounts i)ayable 
Fund Fxluily: 
lnvcsllllc,nl in gc,nc,ral fixed assets 

Fund balance - unrcsc,rvc,d - tmdc,signalc,d 
Total Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

AND FUNK) EQUITY 

ACCO UN I" 
(;ROUP - 

GOVERNM ENTAl, G F, NERAL 
FUN D TYPE - FIXIiI) 

GENERAL FUND ASSL;TS 

$319,667 
993 

$30,064 

Stalernenl A 

TOTA l, 
(M EM ORANI)UM 

ONI,Y) 

$319,667 
993 

3(I.(164 

I
$320,660 $3{1,064 $350,724 

$1(19 

32(I.551 
320.551 

$30.064 

30.064 

$32(I,660 $3(I,064 

The accom panying notes are, an integral part of lhis state,m erit 

$1(19 

30,064 
320.551 
350.615 



 

CLAIBORN E PARISH ASSESSOR 
][-lOl|lel'~ Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GEN ERAL FUN [) 

S'talen'~ent of Revenues, Fxpendilures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Bridget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For lhe Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1996 

RE~ EN U ES 
Intcrgovernnlental - cotnpellsalion from taxing bodies 

Fees, charges, and colnlnissions for services 
U se of m oney and property - interest earnings 

Tolal revenues 

EX I'I~;NI)ITUR I~'S 
General governm en! r taxation: 
Personal services and related benefits 

Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and oilier charges 
Capital ,.)utlay 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (lIeficiency) OF RFVENUlgS 
O VFR EXIq~]NI)ITUR FS 

FUNI) BA1,AN CE AT BEG INN IN(; O F YEAR 

FUNI) I~ALAN CE AT ENI}' O F YEAR 

$180,000 
3,550 
6,500 

190,05 (I 

162,74(I 
15,000 
5,000 
28,000 

5(1(I 
211.240 

_ ~ 21,190) 

AC'I UA 

$179,254 
2,8(11 
1(I,426 
192.481 

153,833 
9,871 

4,516 
18,746 

744 

187.710 

4.771 

Statem ent 11. 

VARIAN('F 
FAVORAI'H..F. 

(I INFAVORABI.li) 

($746 
(749 
3,926 
2.431 

8,9(17 
5,129 
484 

9,254 

(244) 
23.530 

25.961 

275.(100 315,78(I 40,780 

$2~ 3,810 $320,551 $66,741 

The accom panying holes are an inlegral i)all of this stalelnenl 



CLA1BORN E PA RISH A SSESSO R 
H om er, I~m isiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem enls 
A s of and For tile Year End~t D ecem ber 31. 1996 

SUM M ARY O F SIGN IFICAN T A CCOU NTIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided by A ilicle VII, Section 24 of the lJouisiana Conslitution of 1974, the assessor is 
clecltxl by the volers of Ihe parish and serves a tcnn of four years, beginning January 1 follow ing lhe yea|" 
in which elccttxl. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in lhe parish, subj~ t to ad valorem 
laxalion, prepares lax rolls, and subm its the rolls Io the Louisiana Tax Com m ission and other 
goverm nenlal bodies as prescribed by law . The assessor is aulhorized to appoint as m any dcpulies as 
necessary for lhe efficient opet~tlion of his office and to provide assistance to tile taxpayers of lhc parish. 
The deputies are aulhoriztxl to perform all fimctions of the office, bul the assessor is officially and 
pecuniarily responsible for the actions of the depulies. 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1996, there are 34,165 real, m ovable and public service assessm ent listings 
tolaling $32,9(1(I, 12(I, $29,51(I,680 and $12,122,87(I, respectively. This represents an increase of 1,603 
assessment listings. The tolal assessexl valuation increa sed by $6,(1(18,85(I. 

A . R EI'O R TIN G EN TITY 

A s Ihe governing authority of lhe parish, for reporling puq)oses, the Claiborne 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporling enlily for Claiborne Parish. The financial 

reporting entity (onsists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which lhe primary government is financially accountable, and (c) olher organizations for 
w hich the nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are 

such thal exclusion would cause the reporling em ily's financial slalem enls lo bc m isleading 
or i|lcOm l~lele. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 eslablishes 
criteria for determ ining which component traits shoukl be considered part of the Claiborne 
Parish Police .lury for finmaeial reportiug purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
l,otential COm lXment unit w ithin lhe reporting entity is financial accountability. The GA SP. 
has sel lb~lh criteria to be considertxl in determining financial accountabilily. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a w*ling majority of an organization's governing body 
all(I; 



CLAIBORN E PARISH ASSESSOR 
H om er, l~ouisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

a The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or; 

The potential lbr tile organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 
burdens on the l)olice 

,iury. 

Organizations lbr which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

O rganizations for w hich the re porting entity financial statem ents 
w ould be m isleading if data of tile organization is not included 
bL;cause of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

BcxCallSe the police jury lnaintains and operates the parish couflholJse in which the 
assessor's office is located, the assessor was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the 
Claibot'nc Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
stalem ents pre sent inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the assessor and do nol 
present inform ation on the I)olice

.iury, the general government services provided by thal 
govcrl]m ental unit, or the oilier governnre ntal units that com prise tile financial repo~ling 
c;ntity. 

B. FUN D A CCO UN TIN(;- 

The assessor uses fim ds anti account groups to repel1 on its financial position and 
the re sults of its el)citations. Fund accounting is designe(1 to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related lo certain governm ent 
flm clions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, an(I exl)en(titllres. A n account 
group, on the olher hand, is a financial reporting device designed lo provide accolmtabilily 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are 
I'LOt recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expertdable available 
financial resotlrces. The~y are concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ilh tile m easurem ent of results of opt;ralions. 
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CLAIBt)RN E PARISH ASSESSOR 
H om er, l~nfisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funds are classified into three categories; govem menlal, proprietary, and fiduciary. 

Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "filnd types". Govermnental funds are 
used to account for a govern m ent's general activilies, where tile focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to tile public as opposed to proprietary funds where tile focus of 
allenlion is on recovering tile cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used to account for assets held 
lot others. Tile assessor's cm'rent operations require only tile use of governm ental funds 

(General Fund). Compensation received fiw n tile various taxing bodies, prescribed by 
form ula in I~)uisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fund. 

General operating exlw, nditures are paid from this fund. 

C . (;EN EI~,AI~ FIXED ASSETS 
AN D LO N G -TERM  D EBT 

Fixed assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accotmtcd for in tile general fixed assets account groul), rather than in the General Fund. 

Fixed assets provided by tile police jury are not recorded in the gcnera/ fixed assets 
account group. All fixexl assets are valued at actual historical costs. Donated fixed assets 

arc valued at their estim ated fair m arket value on tile date received. N o depreciation has 
bec:n provided on general fixed assets. 

Tile costs of norm al m aintenance and repairs thai do not add to the value of fixed 
assets or m alerially extend their usefld lives arc not capitalized but are only recognized as 
a norm al currelll expenditure of the governm ental funds. N o depreciation has been 
provided on general fixed assets. The assessor has no long-term debl at D ecem ber 31, 
1996. 

I). BASIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

Tile financial reporling treatm ent applied to a fire d is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted for using a eurrenl financial 

resources incasllrenlent FOCIIS. W ith this nleastlrelnelll focus, only Ctlrrenl assels and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

Ihc~se funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for repelling all governm ental 
fired types. U nder tile m odifiexl accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when 

8 



CLAIB()RN E PA RISH A SSESSOR 
ttom er, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they arc both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans the am ount of lhc lransaclion can be delerm inexl and "available" m eans collectible 
w ithin lhe current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of lhe 
current period. The assessor uses tile follow ing praclices ill recognizing and reporting 
revenues and expenditures: 

R evellUeS 

Com pensation fi'om taxing bodies is recorded in lhe year the ad 
valorenl taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar 
year basis, becom e due on N ovem ber 15 of each year, and become 
delinquenl on D ecem ber 31. The com pensation is generally collected in 
D ecem ber of lhc currenl year and January of the ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing lax rolls are recorded ill tile year preparcd 

Interest income on lim e deposils is recorded when lhe tim e deposits 
have m alured and the incom e is available. Im eres! incom e on dem and 
deposits is recorded m onthly when the inlerest is earned and credilc*l to the 
aecolln[. 

Based on lhe above criteria, com pensalion from |axing bodies and 
fees fc, r preparing lax rolls have been treated as suscel)lible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under lhe m odified accm a 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is incurred. 

E. BIflIG ET PR ACTICES 

Tile pro posed budgel for tile Genclal Fund, prepared on tim m odified accrual basis 
of accounling, is m ade available for public inspection at least fifleen days prior to tile 
beginning of each fiscal year. Tile budget is then legally adopted by tile assessor and 
am ended during tile year, as necessary. The budgel is established and conlrolled by lhc 

assessor at the objec! level of expendilure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and musl be 
mappropriated for lhe follow ing year lo be expended. A ll changes in Ihe budge| nm s! be 
approved by the assessor. Budgeted am ounts includexl in the accom panying financial 
statem ent include the original adopl~xl budgel am ounls. 

9 



CLAIBORNE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Itom er, Louisiana 

Nolcs to the Financial Slalemenls (Continuexl) 

F. CASII 

U nder slale law , tile assessor m ay deposit flm ds w ilhin a fiscal agenl bank 
organizcxl under lhe laws of Ihe Slate of Ix)uisiana, tile laws of any olher stale in tile union, 

or lhe laws of Ihe U niled Slales. The assessor m ay invest in cellificales and lim e deposils 
of slale banks organized under Ixm isiana law and nalional banks having principal offices 
in Louisiana. A1 D ecem ber 31, 1996, tile assessor has cash and cash equivalenls lolaling 
$319.667. as follows: 

D em and deposils 
Tim e deposits 

Tolal 

$49,667 
270.000 

$319,667 

These deposits are slalcd al cosl, w hich apl)roxim ales m arket. U nder state law , 
lhcse dcl)Osils, or tile resullillg bank balances, m ils( be sectlred by federal deposit insurance 

or Ihe i)ledge of securilies owned by tile fiscal agent bank. The m arke! value of the 
i)lcdgcd securities plus the fey.leral deposit insurance m ust at all lim es equal the am ount on 
(tel)osit w ith Ihe fiscal agenl. These securities arc held in lhe nam e of lhc i)ledging fiscal 
agcnl bank in a holdin~g or cusf.odial bank that is m ulually acceptable lo both parties. Cash 

(bank balance) a! December 31, 1996, is secured as follows: 

Federal deposil insurance 

Pledged securities (uncollalcralized) 

Tota 

$326,866 

$206,866 
181.519 

$388,385 

Because thc pkxlgexl sccurilies are held by a custodial bank in tile nam e of the fiscal 
agcnl bank ralher lhan in lhe nam e of tile assessor, they arc considered uncollaleralized 

(Calegory 3) under lhe provisions of GASB Codification C20.106, however, Louisiana 
Revised Stalule 39:1229 imposes a slalutory rexluirem enl on lhe custodial bank to advcrlisc 
and sell file pledged securities w ilhin 10 days of being nolifitxl by the assessor lhat tile 
fiscal agent bank has [)filed 1o pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

(;. VACATIO N AN D SICK LEAVE 

A ll Cml)loyees are granted ten Io fifteen clays of noncunndative vacation leave each 
year, depending on length of service. A nnual leave m ust be taken in the year earned and 
cannot be carried forward to fulure years. Em ployees earn  ten clays of sick leave each 
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CLAIBORN E PARISH ASSESSOR 
ltom cr, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial S,tatemcnls (Continued) 

year which m ay be accum ulateA to a m axinm nl of,thirty clays. Em ployees are not paid for 
accmnula,ted sick leave upon term ination of em ploym ent. At D ecem ber 31, 1996, there 
are no acctmn|la|ed and yes,ted benefils relating to vacalion and sick leave that require 

aCCFtlal or (liseloS/ll'e. 

The cos,t of leave privileges, com pu,ted in accordance w ith GASB Codification 
Section C60, is rt~ognized as a current-year expenditure in ,tile General Fund when leave 

is actually taken. 

1I. TO TAl. CO LUM N O N TIII~; 

I~ALAN CE SItEET 

The 'total cohtnw~ on the balance sheet is captionexl M em orandum O nly to indicalc 

that it is presented only 1o facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohmm 
does not presenl financial position in conform ity w ilh generally accepted accounting 
principles. N eilher is such data com parable 'to a consolidalion. 

I'R INCIPAI~ TAX PAYER S 

Tile follow ing are 'the principal laxl)ayers for the parish and their 1996 assessed valua,tion 

M arathon O il Com pany 
Ludlow Coq3oration 
Texas Gas Transm ission Coq3oration 
tterd Producing Com pany, Inc. 
Bellsoulh Telecom num ica,tions 

Enlergy Louisiana, lnc.H unt O il Com pany 
thin! O il Com pany 
Pan Energy Fiekl Services, Inc. 
Clail',orne Electric Co-op., Inc. 
Prem ier BankcorD, Inc. 

Tot a 

Per Cellt 
1996 of Total 

A ssessed A ssessed 
Vahlation Valuation 

$3,878,4(1(1 
2,8(19,73(I 
2,768,63(I 
1,698,76(1 
1,651,51(/ 
1,6(16,6(1(I 
1,429,9(1(1 
1,272,960 
1,256,16(1 
982.130 

5.66% 
4.10% 
4.(14 % 
2.48% 
2.41% 
2.34% 
2.(19 % 
1.86% 
1.83% 
1.43% 

$2(I,627,740 30.1(1% 



CLAIBORN E PARISH A SSESSOR 
H om er, l~)uisiana 

Notes t(i tile Einancial Statements (Continued) 

CI1AN G ILS IN (;EN ER AI. FIXED ASSETS 

The lbllowing presents changes in general fixed assets (office fiu'nishings and eqt 
yea r ended December 31, 1996: 

Balance al Janaury 1, 1996 
Additions 
D eletions 

]~alancc at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

$28,588 
3,944 

(2,468) 

$30,064 

lilcludal in additions for tlre year is $3,200 for copy machine which was lmrchascxl for the assessor 
by the Claibom e Parish PoLice Jury. 

4. PI~N SI()N PI.AN 

Substantially all employees of the Claibom e Parish Assessor's office are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Assessor's Retirement System (systcln), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public cmployce relircmcnl 
syslcln (PERS), controlled and adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

A ll full tim e em l)loyees w ho are under the age of 60 at live tim e of original em l)loym cnt and are 
not draw ing retirem ent benefits fi'om any other public retirem ent sysleln in la,'misiana are required to 
parlicipate in the systeln. Employees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at leasl 12 years of credited 
service or al or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service are enlitled to a l'etirem ciR heflefit, 
payable inonthly for life, equal to 3 per cenl of their final-average salary lbr each year of credited service, 
nol to exco.xl 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the em ployee's average 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined IVlolvlhs that produce the highest average. Employees who 
term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions lnay retire 
at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The system also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available repel1 that includes financial statements and 
required supl)lcm entary inform ation for live System . That tel)Oft m ay be obtained by w riting to the 
Lcm isiana A ssessor's Retirem ent System , Posl Office Box 1786, Shrevepoll, I~m isiana 71166-1786, or 
by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statwte to COJllril)tRe 7.00 per cent of their annual covered 
salary and the Claibom e Parish A ssessor is requirtxl to contribute at an acluarially delcrm ined rate. The 
current late is 6.00 per cent of annual covered l)ayroll. Contributions to the system inchl(lc one-lburlh 
of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown lo be collectible by the tax rolls of 
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CLAIBORN E PA RISH A SSESSO R 
H om er, Ixm isiana 

Noles to tile Financial Slaiemenls (Conlinutxl) 

each palish, phis revenue sharing fim ds afJpropriated by the legislalure. The conlribution requircm enls 
of plan mcnlbers and Ill(', Claiborne Parish Assessor are established and m ay be am endc41 by slate slalll|o. 
As provi(Io:l by Iam isiana Revised Slalute 11:103, file em ployer contributions are delerm ined by acluarial 

valuation and are subjecl lo change each year basexl on the resnlls of tile valuation fc, r the prior fiscal yea r. 
The Claiborne Parish Assessor's contributions to tile system for tile years ending D ecem ber 31, 1996, 

1995, 1994, were $5,889, $6,360, and $6,830, respectively, equal lo lhe required conlribulions lbr ea ch 

year. 

5. I'O ST RETIRF, M I~:N T BEN EFITS 

Tile Claibom e Parish A ssessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefils 
lbr ils rctirtxl em ployees. Substantially all of tile assessor's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefils 
if lhey reach normal retirem ent age while working for tile assessor. These benefils for relirces and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided lhrough all insurance com pany whose m onthly prem ium s arc 

paid jointly by the employex? and tile assessor. The assessor recognizes lhe eosl of providing lhe benefits 
(assessor's cost of prcmiunls)as an expenditure when the n'lonthly i)remiunls are l~aid. For the yea r ended 
Dccenlber 31, 1996, lhe total amonnt of premiums paid was $36,482, while tile amounls i)aid for retirees 
lolaled $8,116. 

LITIG A TIt)N AND  C I.AIM S 

A1 December 31, 1996, lhe Claiborne Parish A ssessor is not involvcd in any 
aware of any unasselled claim s. 

()lq~;R ATIN G LEASE 

D uring 1995 the assessor entered inlo a lease agreem ent for a 1995 GM C Subnrban truck. The 
ktase is lor thiiay-six inoillhs and rex.luires monthly payments of $538 through }line, 1998. I/ease paylncnl 
expendilures for 1996 total $6,457 and are included in travel and oilier charges oil Statement B. 

EXI'FNI)ITUR ES O F TIlE ASSESSO R 'S 
O FH CE PAll) BY TIlE PO LICE JUR Y 

The Claiborne Parish A ssessor's office is loea lext in the parish coullhouse. TIle cost of 
nlainlaining and opcraling the eourlhouse, as required by Ixm isiana Revised Slalule 33:4713, is paid by 

Ihe C laiborne Parish Police Jury. 
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Independent Auditor's R eporis R equired 
by Govel~m wnt Auditing Standards 

The follow ing independenl attditor's reports on COlnpliance w ith haws and regulations, and inlerna 
conh'ol structtwe, are, i)re,sented in com l)liance w ilh lhe, re,quirem enls of Gow, rnnwnt Attditing A'tam/ards 
issue,d by thè Com ptrolle,r General of lhe, United Slales, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
issued by the Socie,ty of Louisiana Cerlified Public Ae,e,otmlants and the Lc)tfis]ana l~gislativo A udilor 
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Independent A uditor's R eport on 
Com pliance W ith Laws and Regulations 

H ON ORABLE CLYDE C . H IGH TOW ER, CLA 
CLAIBORNE PARISH ASSESSOR 
H onler. Louisiana 

I have audited 'the general purpose financial stalem enls of lhe Claiborne Parish 
A ssessor, a com ponenl unil of lhe Claiborne Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 
1996, and for lhe year then ended, and have issued m y report lhereon dalcd January 
27. 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards; 
Govem m enl Auditing Slanclards, isstled by Ihe Colnplroller General of the U nilcd 
Slalcs; and lhe Louisiana Govern mental Audit Guide, issued by lhe Sociely of 
Lxm isiana Cerlifiexl Public Aceounlants and the lxm isiana Legislative Audilor. Those 
slandards and Ihe audit guide require Ihal I plan and perform the audit to oblain 
reasonable assurance aboul whether Ihe general puq~ose financial slalem cnls are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith law s and regulations applicable 1o the Claiborne Parish A ssessor is 
the responsibilily of lhc Claihorne Parish A ssessor's m anagem cnl. A s part of 
oNaining reasonable assurance about whether the general puw ose financial slalemenls 
are fl'ee of material m isslalemenl, I 1)erform ed lesls of lhe Claiborne Parish A ssessor's 

coml:)liancc with ce~lain provisions of laws and regulations. However, iny objeclive 
w as no| lo provide an opinion oil overall com pliance wilh such provisions. 
A ccordingly, I do not express such all opinion. 

The resulls of m y tests disclosex111o instances of noncom pliance that arc required 1o bc 
reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

This repot1 is inlendcd for tile inform ation of ~,lle Claiborne Parish A ssessor. This is 
not i111endext to lim it lhe dislribulion of Ibis repot'l, which is a illallcr (/|" lm blic record. 

W es| M OIII'OC, Ix'n.lisiana 

January 27, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's R eport 
on Internal Control Structure 

H ON ORABLE CLYD E C . H 1GH TOW ER, CLA 
CLA IBORN E PA RISH A SSESSO R 
H om er. Louisiana 

I have audited tile general purpose financial statem ents of tile Claiborne Parish 
A ssessor, a com poneilt unil of lhe Claiborne Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 
1996, and for tile year then endexl, and have issued m y repoI1 Ihercon dated January 
27. 1997. 

I conducled m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller Genelal of the U nited 
Stales. Tllose standards require that I plan and perform lhe audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the genera l purpose financial statem enls arc free of material 
m isstatelnenl. 

111 planning and pei+form ing m y audil of tile genera l puq>ose financial slalcm enls of the 
C laiborne Parisll A ssessor for lhe year ended Decem ber 31, 1996, I considered its 
inlerrml control slnlclurc in order to determ ine m y audiling ptx)cedures for tile purpose 
of expressing m y opinion oil tile general purpose financial stalcmenls and not to 
provide asstwancc on lhe inlem al conlro] slrllcture. 

The lnanagem ent of Claibom e Parish A ssessor is responsible for establishing and 
lnainlainin~ an intern al conlrol slla.lClllrc. ]1/ftdfilling this responsibilily, estimates and 

judgmcnls by management are rcquir~l to assess tile cxpectezl benefits and related costs 
of internal conlrol structure policies and procedures. Tile objcclives of an internal 
contuol slrtlclurc are Io provide m anagem ent w ith reasonable, bul nol absohttc, 
assurance lhal assets are safegllardext againsl loss from unatllhorizcd use or disposilion, 
and thai transactions arc executed in accordance w ith m anagcnlent's authorization and 
rccordezl properly to perm it the preparation of general purpose firtancial staten+tents in 
accordance w ith generally accepted accounling principles. Because of inherent 
lim ilalions in any internal control struclure, errors or irregularities m ay ncvcl+lhclcss 

occur and nol be dclcclcd. Also, prc~ieclion of any evalualion of the struclurc 1o l+ultlre 
periods is sulziecl lo 1he risk lhal procedures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions or that tile effectiveness of tile design and operation of policies 
and procedures m ay deteriorate. 



H ON ORABLE CLYD E C . H IGH TOW ER, CLA 
CLAIBORN E PA RISH A SSESSO R 
H om er, IJ.m isiana 

lndcpendenl A uditor's Reporl on 
Internal Control Struclure,, 
Decem ber 31. 1996 

In planning and perfonning m y audit of the general puq)ose financial statem enls of lhe Claiborne l'arish 
Assessor for the year ended D ecem her 31, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal conlrol 
slrtlchlre. W ith respecl to the internal control slructure, ] obtained an un(lerslanding of the design of 
re, levant policies and procedures and whelher Ihey have been placed in operation, and 1 assessed control 
risk in olzler to detennine m y auditing procexlures for the puq)ose of expressing m y opinion on the general 
lm qX)se financial sta(emenis and not to provide an opinion on the inlernal control stm clure. Accordingly, 
I (1o not express stlch all opinion. 

M y consideration of the intern al control sllllCltlre would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in tile inlernal 
conlrt~| st.rt~c~ure that m ight be m aterial weak~esses under standards established by the Am erican Institute 
of Certified Public Accounlants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condilion in which the design or 
el)Oration of one or m ore, of thc~ specific internal control slruclure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risk lhal errors or irregularities in am ounts lhat would be m aterial in relation to the general 
purpose financial statem ents l~ ing audited m ay occur m~d not be detected within a tim ely period by 
employees in the normal course of perfonning their assigned fimclions. I noted no m ailers inw~lving lhe 
intern al conlrol sln~clure and its operation thai ] considered Io be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This rel~na is inlend~xl for lhe informal.kin of Ihe Claihom e Parish A ssessor 
lhe dislribution of lhis report, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W est M onroe, Lxm isiana 
January 27, 1997 


