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W c have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of tl-lc Jefferson Parish 
A ssessor as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These 
gcncral purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Jefferson Parish A ssessor's 
m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general propose financial 
statcm cnls based on our audit. 

W c conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, the Lou&iana 
Governmental Audit Guide and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the 1Jnited States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are fi'ec of 
m aterial m isslaicm ent. A n audit includes cxam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also includes 
assessing lhe accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well 
as evalualing the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our 
audit provides a reasonable basis fur our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statero om s referred 1o above present tairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Jcft~rson Parish A sscssnr as ofl)ecem ber 31, 
1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity with generally 
accepted accuunting principles. 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standard~, wc have also issued a report dated M ay 2 
2000 on our consideration of the Jefferson Parish A ssessor's internal eonlrol structure and its 
com pliance w ith law s and regulations. 

M ay 2, 2000 

Ccrlified Public A ccountants 



A SSETS: 
Cash 

] nveslm ellls 
A ppropriation receivable 

O ther receivables 
O ffice equipm ent 

Total assets 

JEFFERSO N PARISH ASSESSO R 
G IIEI'NA , LO UISIANA 

COM BINF3) BA I,AN CE SHEET - 
ALL FUNI) TYPES AN D A CCOU NT GROUPS 

DF.C.EM BH ~, 31. 1999 

A lqil 1,1T1ES AN D FI JN I) EO U 1TY 

]AABllATIES: 
A dvances payable 

A ccounts payable 
O ther payables 
A ccrued payroll 
A ccrued annual leave 

l'otal liabilities 

FU N D EO U ITY : 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance -unrescrved - undesignated 

l':xhibit "A 

Governm ental 
Fund Type - A ccount Group - Total 

General Fund General Fixed (M emorandum 
(Salary) Assets Only) 

11,311 

2,139,681 
2,190,950 

10,024 

$ 

569,406 

11,311 

2,139,681 

2,190,95(I 
10,024 

569,406 

4,351,966 $ 569,406 $ 4,921,372 

2,180,251 

5,528 
390 

5,495 
88,674 

2,280,338 

2,071,628 

2,071,628 

$ 

569,406 

569.406 

2,180,251 

5,528 

390 
5,495 
88,674 

2,280,338 

569,406 
2,071,628 

2,641,034 

$ 4,351,966 $ 569,406 $ 4,921,372 

See accom panying N O T li;S I"O G EN I,;IIAL I:'UI/I'O SE FINAN CIA L STATI~;M ENTS 
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JEFFERSO N PARISII ASSESSOR 
G RETNA , I,O UI S1ANA 

COM I~.INF.I) STATI~M ENT OF RlVN EN UES, EX I'I~NI)I'I'UI(I~S, 
AN D C11AN GES 1N I:UND BA LAN CE 

GOVI'3~.NM ENTAI. FUND TYPE - GENERAl. FUND (SAI .ARY) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED I)I~CI?.M BF, R 31. 1999 

1,1 E VI~. N_ !.~!~ S;. 
lnlergovernm cntal revmm es -com pcnsation fi*om taxing bodies 
hw cslm cnl Jl~con~e 

olal revenues 

EXI'ENIH'i_'UJ~ES: 
Salaries: 
A ssessor 
Deputies and others 

A ulo gas and oil 
A ulo expense 
Assessor's expense allowance 
Com pensated absences 
Dues and subscriptions 
Data processing supplies 
])ala processing program expense 
] :,m ployee benefits 
l~quipm ent rental 
Insurance - general 
Insurance - group 
O ffice supplies and prinling 
Office expense 
Payroll taxes 
Postage 
Professional educalion 
Professional fees 
Re-Appraisal expense 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Telephone 
Travel and lodging 

EXCI,~SS O F RIr, VEN 1 IES O V ER I~X I'I,.N II_I.TF[]I,IF~./ 

Fund balance al bcgilm ing of year 

2,190,950 
95.293 

2,286,243 

88,213 
1,349,147 

6,000 
9,660 
9,095 

(1,639) 
7,720 
8,379 
98,206 
94,810 
1,587 
6,316 

184,122 
25,935 
8,559 
7,448 
46,626 

3,144 
2,400 
7,694 
8,774 
1,905 

1,974,101 

312,142 

1,759,486 

2,071,628 

See accom p:m ying NO TES TO G ENERA l. I'{IRI'O SE FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
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JIgFFERSO N PARISII ASSESSOR 
G RETN A , LO U ISIAN A 

CO M IIINI~A) STA TF~M F.N T OF R EV F.N UI~.S, I~X PIiN I)ITI)R ES, 
AN D CIIANGES IN FI.JND BA1.ANCE - BUDGET AN D ACTUA l. - 

GOVI';RNM F.NTAI~ FUND TYPE -GENERAI. FUND (SA1 ,ARY) 
FIq, R TH E Y EAR EN DI!I) DFIREM IW .R ~1. 1999 

I II~;VI,:NUES: 
l111crgovorllm cll~al l'CVCDllcs - 
com pensation fi'om laxing bodies 

I r]x, eSlll~ enl h'Lcorfle 

o|a] 1~2VOl'ltlCS 

I~.XI,FNI)ITI.JRES.; 
Salaries: 
A ssessor 
l)~;~plllies and olhcrs 

A ulo gas and oil 
A uto expense 
Assessor's expense allowance 
Com pensated absences 
l)ues and subscriplions 
Dala processing supplies 
l)ala processing prog, ran~ expense 
Ihnployce benefits 
I~quipm cnl renlal 
ll'Jstlrance - general 
ll'~Stlrance - grotlp 
O flice supplies and printing 
O ffice cxpensc 
Payroll laxes 
Poslage 
lq ofcssional edtlcal ion 
l'rofcssional fecs 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Telephone 
Travel and lodging 
Reapl)raisal 
Accounl group aclivily: 
I';quipm enl purchases 

"l'olM cxpcndilures 

~X f?l,:,qg (iF IO n:V EN U ES O V ER I~:X I~'EN I)IT UIlI~:S 

d balance at beginning of year 

Budget Aetua 

2,180,250 
77,000 

2,190,950 
95,293 

V ariance 
Favorable 

(Unthvorable) 

0,700 
8.293 

2,257,250 2,286,243 28,993 

80,250 
1,425,000 

15,500 
8,025 

2,113,875 

143,375 

1,759,486 

88,213 
1,349,147 

6,000 
9,660 
9,095 

(1,639) 
7,720 
8,379 
98,206 
94,810 
1,587 
6,316 

t84,122 
25,935 
8,559 
7,448 
46,626 

3,144 
7,694 
8,774 
1,905 
2,400 

974,10 

759,486 

(7,963) 
75,853 

(6,000) 
5,840 

0,070) 
1,639 
380 

1,621 
21,794 

0 5,810) 
913 

3,684 

(9,122) 
2,065 

(559) 
1,052 

33,374 
4,000 

(I ,144) 
(1,194) 
1,226 
1,595 
7,600 

39,774 

lqmd balance al end of year $ 1,902,861 $ 2,071,628 $ 168,767 

See accom panying N O TES TO G ENERAl, PUR1)O SE FINANC IAl, STATI~;M EN'I'S 
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(i) 

JFFFERSO N PA IIISH A SSESSO R 
G IIETNA , LO UISIANA 

N OTES TO GEN ERAL PURPO SE FINAN CIAl, STATI';M I~,N '/'S 
I)ECI,;M B1;R 31. 1999 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided by Article V II, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
A ssessors are elected by the w ~ters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted, and serve 
term s of four years. "/'he A ssessors assess property, prcpalv lax roils, and subm it tile rolls 
to tile l,ouisiana Tax Com m ission as prescribed by law . 

R cp~ t
_
i
_
;]~_Entit~ 

The Jefferson Parish Assessor (Assessor) receives thnding from local governmem sources 
and nlust com ply w ith the concom itan~t requirem ents of these funding source entities. 
1 low cvcr, the A ssessor is a "prim ary governm ent" as defined in GA SB pronouncem ents, 
since the A ssessor has the pow er to designate m anagem ent, the ability to significantly 
influence operations mad prim ary accountability for fiscal m atters. The A ssessor has no 
com ponent units. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Assessor conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles as applicable to governm ental units. 

(A) 

(B) 

FUND A CC O U NTING 

'/he accounts of the A ssessor are organized on the basis of a fund and an account 
group, each of w hich is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations 
o f the General Fund are accounted for w ith a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and 
expenditures. The General l:und, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
47:1906, is the principal fund of the Assessor and is used to account for the 
operations of the A ssessor's offi ce. Com pensation received from the various 
laxing bodies, prescribed by form ula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908 
is accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures m e paid fi'om this 

fire d. 

IN VESTM EN TS 

"lhe Assessor follow s GA SB N o. 31 which requires inveshnents in debt securities 
to be ~vcorded at their fair m arket value. 



(1) 

JEFFERSO N PARISII A SSESSO R 
G R ETN A , I ~O U IS1 AN A 

NOTES TO GENERAl, PURPOSt~', FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINU],;I)) 
I)ECEM FH,;R 31. 1999 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEi)) 

(c) 

(D) 

FIX Ei) A SSETS A ND LO N G -TERM  LIABILITIES 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the Genera 
Fund. N o depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. A ll fixed assets of the 
A ssessor arc valued at historical cost. 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of 
financial position and does not involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

l'here are no long-term  liabilities at D ecem ber 31, 1999 

BA SIS O F A CC O UNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized and 
reporlcd in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of 
tile m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The A ssessor's records are m aintained on a cash basis of accounting, tlowever, 

the General Fund reported in the accom panying financial statem ents has been 
converted to a m odified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the follow ing 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures. 

Revenues 

"1 he A ssessor's revenue is dcrived fi'oln ad valorem taxes assessed on a calendar 
year basis. The ad valorem taxes assessed are due on N ovem ber 15th of tile 

calendar year in which the taxes arc assessed and are paid to the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff s O ffice. A s required by l.ouisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, the Assessor 
earns a percentage of the taxes assessed. In order to tire d current year operations, 
the A ssessor is advanced fim ds on a m onthly basis by the Jefferson Parish Counci 
and the Jefferson Parish School Board. In January of the subsequcn! year, the 
Jefi'erson Parish Sheriff s Office rem its the am ount due to the Assessor. The 
Assessor then repays the advances to the Council and School Board. As of 

l)ccember 31, 1999, approprialions receivable was $2,190,950 and the adwmccs 
payable was $2,180,251. 

lntcrcst earncd on invcsllncnls is recorded when earned 



 

JEFFER SO N PA RISIt A SSESSO R 
G R ETNA , I,O UISIAN A 

NOTES TO GENERAI, 1)URPOSE FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (CONTIN(JEI)) 
I)I;CF, M BI';I{ 31, 1999 

(1) SI/M M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

(D) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (_CONTINUED 

(E) 

(V) 

[~xAwmlitun-es 

/';xpcndittlrcs arc generally recognized under the nlodified accrual basis of 
accoum ing when the relaled fire d liability is incurred. 

ltU I)G ETARY A CC O U NTING 

Annually, the A ssessor adopts a budget for the General Fund on a m odified 
accrual basis of accounting. The budgetary practices include public notice of the 
proposed budget, public iuspcclion of the proposed budge|, and public hearings on 
the budget. Budgetary integration is used as a m anagem ent control device. 

Once a budget is approved it can be am ended. Such am endm ents ate m ade belbrc 
the fact, arc reflected in the official m inutes of the office, and are not m ade after 
fiscal year end. 

l';ach budget is prepared and controlled by the budget coordinalor at the revenue 

and expenditure thnction/objcct level. Budgeted amounts are as amended by the 
A ssessor. A ll budget appropriations lapse at year cud. 

VA CATIO N AND SICK  I,EAVE 

l~m ployecs accrue vacation leave at the rate of 13 to 22 3A days per year, 
according to the years of service with the Assessor. A m aximum of 30 days of 
vacation leave can be accum ulated. Upon termination or retirem ent

, em ployees 
can receive paylnent for a m axim um of ten days of unused accum ulated vacation 
leave. Sick leavc is accrued at the rate of 16 1/4 days pcr year for all em ployees. 

1Jpon term ination or retirem ent, em ployees do not receive paym ent for unused 
accum ulated sick leave. Am ounts estim ated to be used and those to be paid upon 
an em ployee's lcrm inalion have been recorded as a current liability as it is 
anticipated that they w ill be rctired w ith currently cxpendablc assets. 



(2) 

JEFFER SO N PAR ISlt A SSESSO R 
G RETNA, I,O U ISIANA 

NOTF, S TO GENI~;RAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM I~,NTS (CONTINUH )) 
I)t~;CI~M BER 31.1999 

SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED)_ 

(G) 

(10 

IO,;SERV E FO Il ENCUM BIIAN CES 

l';neum branees represent com m itm ents related to unperform ed contracts for goods 

or services. F, neum branec accounting - under which purchase orders, eolltracts, 
and other com m itm ents for the expenditure of resources are reeorded In reserve 
that portion of the applicable appropriation - is utilized in the governm ental funds. 
],incum brances outstanding at year-end are reported as reservations of fund 
balances and do not constitute expenditures or liabilities because the 
com m itm ents w ill be honored during the subsequent year. There was no reserve 
for encum brances at Deeem her 3 l, 1999. 

TO TA L CO LUM NS 

The total colum n on the balance sheet - overview is captioned M em orandum Only 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this 
colmnn does not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted 
accouuting principles nor is such dala com parable to a consolidation. 

CA SII AN D IN VESTM ENTS 

(~ash 

The A ssessor is authorized under state law to deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank 
organized under the laws of the Slate of I ,ouisiana, the law s of any other slate in the 
Union, and the law s of the United States. The A ssessor m ay also invest in U .S. Treasury 
securities and other evidence of indebtedness issued or guaranleed by tEderal agencies 
and lim e certificates of deposit with state banks organized under l,ouisiana law and 
national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law , thesc deposits 
m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the 
fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of such pledgcd securities and federal dqm sit 
insurance m ust equal or exceed the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. 

At I)ccember 31, 1999, the carrying amuunt ufthe Assessor's deposits was $11,312 and 
the bank balance was $60,000, all of which was federally insured. 



(2) 

JEFFERSO N PA RISIt A SSESSO R 
G R ETN A , I,O U ISIA N A 

NOTF, S TO GI';NI';RAL PURI'OSI'; FINAN('IA1, STATEM F, NTS (CONTINUFA)) 
I)ECEM I~I:r,R 31, 1999 

CASll AND INVESTM ENTS (CONTINUED 

] ilves|lnell|S 

A sum m ary of purchase prices and m arket values follow 

U .S. Treasury Bill 
U .S. Treasury Frill 
U .S. Treasury Bill 
U .S. Treasm'y Bill 
U .S. Treasury N olo 
U .S. Treasury N ole 
U .S. Treasury N ote 
Repurchase A greem ent 

(3) 

M aturfly 
D ate 

01/27/00 
06108100 
06/15/00 
06/29/00 
05/15/00 
07/31/01 
12/31/01 
11/12/02 

hllerest 
Rate 

6.375%  
5.500%  
6.125%  
6.340%  

Cost 
Basis 

Carrying 
Value/ 
M arket 
Value 

249,223 
402,190 
313,074 
185,816 
400,875 
296,625 
173,565 
118.313 

Unrealized 

Gain (l,oss) 

$ 61 
(147) 
(64) 
77 

(1,837) 
(3,352) 
(112) 
238 

$2,144,817 $2,139,681 $ (5,136) 

'l'hescinvestnlenls w ere held by the A ssessor's agentinlhe A sscssor'snam e atI)ecem ber 
31,1999. 

CIIAN G ES IN G ENER Al, FIXED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assels follow s 

Office cquipm cnl 

Balance at 
January 1, 
1999 

$ 569,406 $ 

Deletions 

Balance at 

l)ccem ber 31 
1999 

$ 569,406 

The Assessor's general fixed assets of $569,406 represents purchases of fixed assels made 
by the Assessor from 1977 through 1999. A ll fixed assets oflhe A ssessor purchased 
prior lo 1977 are included in the general fixed assets account group of the Jefferson 
l'arish Cotmcil. 



(4) 

JEFFERSO N PA II1Sll ASSESSO R 
G RETN A , LO U ISIAN A 

NOTES TO GF, NI:,RA1, PURPOSI'2 FINANCIAl, STATI'tM I';NTS (CONTINUI';D 

I'EN SIO N PLAN 

I)I";CI~M BF, R 31, 1999 

Substanlially all of the full-tim e em ployees of the A ssessor participate in the l,ouisiana 
Assessor's l~,etircm ent Fund, a cost-sharing m ultiple-em ployer defined benefit public 
em ployee retirem ent system . The payroll for the A ssessor's em ployees covered by the 

fired tor the year ended I)ccembcr 31, 1999, was $1,439,451; the Asscssor's total payroll 
was $1,484,314. 

Subslanlially all fidl-tim e A ssessor em ployees are eligible to participale in the Fund. 
l';m ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith 12 years of credited service or at age 50 with 
30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit. The retirem ent benefit is 
3%  for each year of credited service tim es the average salary for the highest thirty-six 

conseculive or joined months. The Fund also provides disability benefits. Benefits of the 
l"und arc established by state statule. 

Covered employees are required by l,ouisiana Revised Statute 47:1915(1) to contribute 
7%  of their salary to the Fund. From  January I, 1999 through Decem ber 31, 1999, the 
A ssessor w as required to contribute 5.75%  of eligible em ployees' salary each m ol~lh. The 
contribution requirem ent for the year ended l)ceem ber 31, 1999 was $184,053 which 
consisted of $83,291 from the Assessor and $100,762 from the employees. 

The "Pension Benefit Obligation" is a standardized disclosure m easure of tire present 

value of pension bencfils, adjusted for the cflEcts of projected salary increases and any 
step-rate benefits, estim ated to be payable in lhc future as a result of em ployee service to 

date. The measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is 
intended to help users assess the Fund's funding status on a going concern basis, assess 
progress m ade ira accum ulating suflicient assets to pay benefits when due, and m ake 
com parisons am ong public employee retirem ent system s and employers. The Fund does 
not m ake separate m easurem ents of assets and pension benefit obligations tor individual 
em ployers. The "Pension Benefit Obligation" at Septem ber 30, 1999 fur the t:und as a 
w hole, determ ined through an actuarial valuation perform ed as of that date, was 

$133,413,785. The Fund's net assets available for benefits on that date (valued at market) 
wcrc $101,426,239. The actuarial asset value on thai date was $99,540,025, leaving an 
unlimded "Pension Benefit Obligation" of $31,987,546. The Assessors' 1999 
contribulion represented 1.66%  of total contributions required of all parlicipaling entities. 

Ten year historical trend intbrm alion show ing 111o Fund's progress in accum ulating 
sufficienl assets lo pay benefits when due is presented in the Fund's 1999 com prehensive 
annual llnaucial report. Benefits granted by the Fund are guaranteed by the Stale of 
lxm isiana under the l,ouisiana Constitution of 1974. 
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JEFFER SO N PA RIS]I A SSESSO R 
G R ETN A, I ~)lJ I SI A N A 

NOTI';S TO GI~.NFM.AI. PURPOSI'; FINANCIAL STATI,;M ENTS (CONrI'INUH )) 
DECI~;M BF, R 3 I. 1999 

(5) LEASFS 

(6) 

(7) 

The A ssessor has cancclable operating leases for rental and m aintenance of equipm enl as 
follow s: 

Postage m achilm 
Poslage m eters 

M onthly 
A nnual 

M inim um 
Annual Paylllent 

$ 
$ 

Total rent expense under cancelable operating leases for 1999 was $1,587 

720 
927 

EX PEN SES O F TH E A SSESSO R N O T IN C LU I)I~:I) IN TItE FIN AN C IA L 

STATEM ENTS 

The accom panying financial statem enls do not include certain portions of the A ssessor's 
expenses paid directly by the Jefl~rson Parish Council. These expenses include offi ce 

space, utililies, office supplies, capilal improvements, and major equipmenl purchases. 

CO M PI,;N SATIO N PAID A SSESSO R 

"l'hc com pcnsation and expense allowance paid the A ssessor bas been prepared in 
com pliance w ith 1,ouisiana Revised Slatutes 47:1907B and 47:1907 O . 

Under these statutes, tim annual salary of the Assessor is fixed at $90,950 and, in 
addition, the Assessor is granted ten percent of his annual com pensalion, or $9,095 as a 
personal expense allow ance provided that the tax reeeipls of the tax recipient body are not 

reduced. 

The com pensation and expense allow ance paid the A ssessor are included in lhe 

expenditures of the Governmental (Salary) Fund. 
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JEFFERSO N PA I/1Slt A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , 1,O U ISIAN A 

NOTES TO GENI';RA1. PURPOSE FINANCIAl. STATI';M ENTS (CONTINUEI)) 
I)ECI~;M BI~R 31.1999 

CO N (31;NTIIATIO N S O F CRED IT RISK  

Financial instruments that potentially subject lhe Assessor to concenlralions of credit risk 
consist principally of tem porary cash investm ents, appropriations receivable, and 
invcslm ents in U .S. Treasuries and repurchase agreem enls. The A ssessor places 
tem porary cash investm ents with a federally insured financial institution. Appropriations 
receiw~ble are from the lax collector. The A ssessor does not require collateral lo secure 
such am ounts. The A ssessor considers all reeeivables to be fiflly collectible, therefore, no 
allowance for doublfl~l accounts is needed, lnvesllnents in II.S. Treasuries totaled 

$2,026,741 at December 31, 1999. Investments in repurchase agreements totaled 
$118,(175 at Decem ber 31, 1999. 

R ISK M AN A G EM EN T 

The A ssessor is exposed to various risks of losses related to to~ls; theft of, dam age Io, and 

destruction of assets; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Assessor carries 
com m ercial insurance in am ounts sufficient to insure itself against claim s resulting from 

any of those risks. 

I)EFEIIRI~;1) C O M PEN SATIO N PLAN 

The A ssessor offers its em ployees a deferred com pensation plan created in accordancc 
with Internal Revcnue Code Scclion 457. The plan is adm inistered by the Slate of 
1,ouisiana Public Em ployees 1)cfcrred Com pensation Plan. The plan, availahle to all 
A sscssor em ployees, perm its them to defer a portion of their salary until future years. 
The detk'rred com pensation is not available 1o em ployees until term ination, rclirem enl, 
death, or unforeseeable em ergency. 

A ll am ounls of com pensation delbrred under the plan, all property and rights purchased 
w ith lhosc am ounts, and all incom e attributable to these am ounts, property, or rights arc 
held in trust for the exclusive bencfils of participants and their beneficiaries. 
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INTERNA L C(}NTRO L O VER FINA NCIAl, REPO RTING BA SEl) O N A N AUDIT O F 

FINA NCIA L STATEM ENTS PEIIFO I/M lgl) IN A C CO RllANCE W ITll 
GO VERNM EN T A UD ITIN G STANDA RDS 

Honorable l,awrcnce 1,;. Chehardy 

Jefferson I'arish A ssessor 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audiled lhc gcncral propose financial statem ents oflhe Jefferson Parish A ssessor, as of 
and for ihc ycar ended D ecember 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 2, 
2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
slandards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by 
lhe Com ptroller General of the United States. 

~ iance 

A s parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Jefferson Parish A ssessor's general 
purpose financial statem enls are frcc of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noneom plim~ce 
w ith which could have a direcl and m aterial effect on the delerm ination of financial stalcm ent 
am ounls. 1 low evcr, providing an opinion on com pliance w ilh lhose provisions was not lhe 

objective ofotlr audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
lests disclosed no inslances of noncom pliance that arc required to be reported under Government 
A udiling A'landards. 

Intern al Conhol Over Fi~m ncial Reportin 

In plmm ing and performing our audit, w e considered the Jefferson Parish Assessor's internal 
conlrol over financial reporting in order to determ ine our audiling procedures for tl~e purpose of 
expressing our opinion on lhe general purpose financial statcm mlts and not to provide assurance 
on the inlernal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over 
financial reporting would nol ncccssarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financia 
reporting lhat m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the 
design or operalion of one or m ore of lhe intern al conlrol com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low level lhe risk that m isstalem ents in am ounts lhat w ould be m aterial in relalion lo 
llle general purpose financial slalem cnts being audiled m ay occur and no! be detecled w ilhin a 
lim cly period by em ployees in lhc norm al course of perform ing lhcir assigned functions. W e 
holed Ilo m atlcrs involving the internal conh'ol over financial reporting and its opcralion Ihat we 
consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 



Erieksen, K rentel, Canton &  LaPorte, L.LY. 

I lonorable Law rence E. Chchardy 

Jefferson Parish Assessor 
M ay 2, 2000 
Page 2 

This rcpor! is inlcnded solely for the inform ation and use of the Jefferson Parish Assessor and the 
],ouisiana I Jegislalive A uditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other 
than these specified parties. 

M ay 2, 2000 

Certified Public Accounlanls 



 

JEFFERSO N PA RIStl A SSESSO R 

SC] IFI)U1,E OF FINDINGS AND QUF, STIONED COSTS 
FOR TI IE YEAR EN DEI) I)ECEM BER 31. 1999 

W e have audited tile financial stalem cnls of the Jefferson Parish A ssessor as of and for tile year 
ended I)ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 2, 2000. W e conducted 
our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted audfling standards and lhe standards applicable 
1o financial audits contained in Government Auditing ~Tandards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the U nited States. Our audit oflhe financial statem ents as ofl)ecem ber 31, 1999 
resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section 1 Sum m ary of A uditors' R eports 

a. Report on lnlernal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem cnts 

Internal ('ontrol 
M aterial W eaknesses

_ _  
Yes X

_ _
N o 

Reporlable Conditions Yes X N o 

Conlpliance 
Com pliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents Yes X N o 

b. Federal A w ards N ot A pplicable 

Internal Cooh'ol 
M aterial W eaknesses Yes N o 
P.eporlable Condifiolls Yes N o 

Type of Opinion on Com pliance 

for M ~tjor Programs 
Unqualilied 
l)isclaim er 

Arc lheir findings required to be reported 
.510(a)? 

__  Qualified 

in accordance w ith Circular A-133, Section 
Y es N o 

c. Idcntificatiou of Major Programs: Not Applicable 

CIq)A Number(s) Name of Federal Program (or Cluster) 



 

JEFFERSO N PAR IStl A SSESSO R 

SCIlld)IJI.I,; O1: FINI)INGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUFD ) 
I:OR TItF, YEAR EN DH ) D ECEM BF.R 31. 1999 

Dollar threshold used lo distinguish Type A and Type B Programs $ 

ls lhe audilee a 'low -risk' auditee, as defined by OM B Circular A- 133? 
Yes N o N ot A pplicable 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 

N o m ailers were reported 



 

JEFFERSO N PA RISII A SSESSO R 
SCIlE1)U13~ OF PI(IOR Y [~.AR FINI)ING S 

FOR ~IJ IE Y}~A R ENDFD DECEM BER 31. 1999 

Seclion I ] nternal Conlrol and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N o m ailers were lloled 

Seciion 11 inlernal Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

N ot Applicable 

Section 111 M  anagem ent Letter 

N o nm nagem cnt Iclter w as issued 



 

JEFFERSO N PAR 1SI] A SSESSO R 
M AN AGEM t~NT'S CORI~ECTIV E ACTION PI.A N 
FOR Tilt': YEA R ENDEI) Dt';CEM BER 31, 1999 

Section 1 Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to tile Financial Statem ents 

N o m atters w ere noted 

Section II Internal C ontrol and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

Nol Applicable 

Section 111 M anagem ent Letter 

N o lnanagenlcnt lelter w as issued 


