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P. O . Box 53841 
Lafayette, LA. 70505 

M ark P. llarris, CPA 
A Professional Accounting Col potation 

515 South College #120 
l,afayelte, Louisiana 70503 

Independent Auditor's Report oil the Financial Statements 

Tile ltonorablc Don Aaron 
Fiflccnth Judicial District Court 
Judicial Expcnsc Fund 

Crowley, Louisiana 

phone 337-235-2002 
fax 337-235-2130 

1 have audited the accolnpanying general purpose financial statements that do not iuelude a 
slatcm 0nt of rcvcuucs, expenditures, and changes in fired balances - b~dgct and actual, for the 
gencral fund and special rcvcnue fired type of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expcnsc 
Fund as of and for the year ended, Juuc 30, 1999, as listed in the foregoing table of contcnts. 
These financial statcmcnts arc the rcsponsibility of tho Fiftccutll Judicial District Courl Judicial 
Expcnsc Fund's managcmcnt. M y responsibility is to cxpress an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statcm cuts based on my audit 

Except as discussed in the following paragraphs, I conduclcd zhc atadil in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptrollcl General of the Unitcd Slates and the Louisiana Govcrnmcntal Audit Guidc. Thosc 
standards require that 1 plan and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
tile fluaneia] slateulents arc free of nlaterial nlisstatenlcn| All audit inchldes exat'diuillg, Oll a test 
basis, evidence supporting the alnotults and disclosures m the general parl)osc financial s|atenlcnts. 
An audit also includcs assessing lhc accounliug principles uscd and significant cstimatcs made by 
management, as well as cvaluatmg the overall financial slatcnlcnt I)rCSCntation. I bcIicvc that tile 
audil provides a rcasonablc basis for my opinion. 

The Fiflccnlh Judicial District CoHrt Judicial Expense Fired dccliucd to prcscnl a slalcnlelll of 
revenues, cxpcnditurcs and changes in fired balances - budget and actual, for the general fired and 
special rcvenuc fired type for the ycar ended June 30, 1999. Presentation of such sIatements for 
those govcrnmental funds for which budgets havc bccn legally adopted is rcquircd by generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

The 15th Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fund has not presented lhc disclosures required 

by the Governmental Accotm0ng Stal~dards iqoard Technical l?allcliu 98-1. Disclos~wcs about 
Ycar 2000 Issues, as amended by Govern mental Accounliag Standards Board Technical 13ullclm 
99-1, that tile Governmental Accounting Standards Board has determ ined arc necessary to 
supplement, although not be a part of, the basic financial statements Ill addition. I do not I)rovidc 
assurance that tile 15th Judicial District Court Judicial Expensc Fund is or w ill become ycar 2000 

compliant, that their year 2000 rcm ediation efforts will bc successful m wholc or in part, or that 
partics w ith which the fund does busincss arc or will become Year 2000 compliant 



Indcpcndent Auditor's Report 
Page 2- 

In my opinion, cxccpt for tile omission of thc information discusscd in the prcccding paragraphs, 
the gcncral purposc financial statcmcnts rcfcrred to abovc present fairly, in all material rcspccts, 
the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial District Cour~ Judicial Expcnsc Fund as of JuIIc 30, 
1999, and lhc rcsults of its operations and the changcs in fund balance for the ycar thcn cndcd in 
confo rmity with gcncrally acccptcd accouatmg principles, 

In accordancc with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issucd a report datcd December 
28, 1999 on m y consideralion of thc fimd's inlcr~ml colllrol over financial rcporlmg and Icsls of 
com pliance w ith ccrtain provisions of laws and regulations. 

(.crtlficd" I ubhc Accountant, / APAC. 

l)cccmbcr 28, 1999 



('ash 

Certificates of deposit 

Accounls receivable 

Accrued interest 

Prepaid item s 

Furniture and equipm ent 

Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 

Judicial Expense Fund 

All Fund Tvoes and Account Grotto s 

COM BINED BALAN CE $11EET 

June 3Q  1999 

Govermnental Fund Types 

Genera Special Revenue 

A SSETS 

413,311 

500.000 

3,700 

17,742 

A ccount 

Group 

General Fixed 

A ssels 

637,000 

Statement A 

504,868 

1,869,000 

27,910 

9,387 

66,322 

637.000 

Total Assets $ 1,542,734 $ 934,753 $ 637,000 $ 3,114,487 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable 

L1ABII,ITIES AN D EO U ITY 

160,148 $ 52,484 

EQUITY: 
hw estm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balance - undesignated 1,382,586 882,270 

212.632 

637,000 

2,264,855 

Total Liabilities & Equity $ 1,542,734 $ 934,753 $ 637,000 $ 3,114,487 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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_Fiftee_nth Judicial Djs tricl Court 
Judicial Expense_Ful!d 

STATEM EN T OF REVEN UES AN D EX PEN DITU RES 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVEN UES 
Acadia Parish court fees 

Lafayette Parish court fees 

Verm ilion Parish court fees 

lnteres~ incom e 

Bond forfeitures 

Other incom e 
Adm inislrative collection fees 

Total revenues 

EX PEN DITURE S 

Professional services 

Ad hoc judges' expenses 
Court D elay Reduction program 
D ues and subscriptions 

Fam ily Tree grant 

Conq}ensalion supplem ents & benefits: 
Bookkeeper, secretarial, and administration 

Court reporters 

llearing officers 

Insurance - Law clerks 

Equip|nenl capital outlay 

]nsul-allce 

Judges' m eetings 

Library expense 

M iscellaneous 
Office expenses, services and sm all equipm ent 

Parking fees 

Postage 
Security/alarm expense/guard 

Softw are and training 

Telephone & fax 

Travel and sem inars 

Uniform s and robes 

Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficit) of Revclmes Over Expcndilures 

Genera 

35,976 

112,600 

27,484 

72,245 

125,966 

1.114 

29,645 

17,775 

13,161 

8,182 

58,988 

4,184 

39,046 

90,344 

12,174 

4,115 

8,422 

9,167 

46,698 

8,900 

6,745 

d0,733 

5,346 

25,546 

44,638 

1,355 

475.164 

Special 

Revenue 

25,146 

1,636 

357.454 

384,236 

3,064 

578 

12,000 

53,860 

22,856 

85,000 

6,417 

6,516 

945 

941 

2.447 

194.625 

Slatement 11 

35,976 

112,600 

27,484 

97,391 

125,966 

2,751 

357.454 

759,62 

32,709 

17,775 

13,161 

8,760 

12,000 

112,848 

27,040 

85,000 

39,046 

96,761 

12,174 

4,115 

8,422 

9,167 

53,214 

9,845 

7,686 

40,733 

5,346 

25,546 

47,085 

1,355 

669.789 

$ (99,779) $ 189,612 $ 89,832 
l'he accom l)anying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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BAI.AN CE - beginning 

Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 

Judicial _E~ pen se Fm]d 

STA TEM EN T OF CH AN GES IN FU N D BALAN CE 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1999 

F.xcess (Deficil) - Revenues Over Expendilures 

BALAN CE - ending 

G enera 

Special 

Revenue 

$ 1,482,365 $ 

(99,779) 

692,658 

189,612 

Slalemcnt C 

m enlo 

only) 
Totals 

2,175,023 

89,832 

$ 1,382,586 $ 882,270 $ 2,264,855 

The accom panying notes are an 
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Fjl~eenlh Judicial Dis t!jctC ot!n Judicial {~:~pense Fund 
N O TES TO FINA NC IAl, STATEM EN TS 

NO TE A - INTR O DU CTIO N AN D SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT ACCO UNTING PO I,ICIES 

] NTROD U CT] ON 

Tim Fifleentll Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fund was created by ACT N O . 108 
effective July 1 ], 1982 w ith tile following specific provisions: 

(1) M onies earmarked for tile Fund are collected by tile parishes of Acadia, LaFayette, and Vermilion 
and subm itted to the Fund on a m onthly basis. 

(2) Tim judges may fix and pay flOlll tile Fund, each of their court report er's salary 

(3) The judges may appoint and pay fi-Oll] tile Fund such secretarial, clerical, research, administrative 
or other personnel as they deem necessary lo expedite tile business and fullclioll of the courl 

(4) The judges may pay all or part of the cost of a law library for tile court fi-om money in tile fired 

(5) The judges may utilize money fi'om the Fund, to buy and/or inaintain any type of equiplnent, 
supplies, or other item s consistent with or germ ane to tile efficient operation of the court. 

(6) Prohibited any salary being paid to tile Judges out of the Fund 

SUM M A P, Y OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCO UN TING POLI('IES 

A : Basis of Presentation: 

The accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted 

accounting principles as applied to governm ental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
is tim accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and reporting principles 

for state and local governm ents and their agencies 

B : Fund Accounting: 

The Fund uses accounts orgm~ized on the basis of a fired (General Fund and Special Revenue Fund) and an 
account group (fxed assets), each of which is a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designed to 
delnonstratc legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain 

government functions or activities. Resources are accounted for in individual fimds or account groups based 

on tile purposes for w hich they are to be spent. Tim Judicial Expense Fund's G eneral Fund is tile general 
operating fire d and accounts for all financial activities and resources of the fund The Special Revenue Fund 

(Child Support Fund) consists of fees collected pursuant to the enforcement of court ordered child support 
agreem ents and disbursem ents m ade. On the other hand, all account group is a financial reporting device 
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Fi fLeenl h .I u d i cia! Di strict C.0tm Jj.~ d i ci,31Ex pens e Fun d 
NO TES TO FINA NC IA L STATEM ENTS 

N OTE A - INTRO DU CTIO N AN D SU M M A RY O F SIG N IFICANT ACCO U NTING 

PO LICIES, continued 

SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOU NTING POIJCIES, continued 

B: Fund Accounting, conlinued: 
designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not otherwise reported because 
they do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. The fund's fi)rniture and equipm ent appear in 
the Fixed Asset group. The account group is not a fund, it is only a m easurement of financial position and 

does nol involve m easurem e~l of results of operations. 

C : P, eporling El~tity: 
For finaucial reporting purposes, the fired includes all funds, account groups, activities, etc. that are 

cortlrolled by the J;ifleel~tb Judicial l)islrict Cour! JodJt-:JaJ E:~'pense l.,'~,,l~d. Tbe fund Js cor~sJdered a 
separalc govern m ental reporting entity Included as a special revenue fired is the Child Sul)port 1;uad 

described in note F below . 

D : P, asis of Accounting and M easurement Focus: 
The financial and accounting reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its m easurement focus. 
W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are incltlded on the balance 

sheet. O perating statem ents of the funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified 

accrual basis of accounting is used by governm ental fund types. U nder the m odified accrual basis of 

accounting, revenues art recognized when they become both measurable and available. "M easurable" means 
the am ount of the transaction can be determined, and "available" m eans the alilotlnt is collectible w ithin the 

current period. Expenditures are recorded ;vhen the related fund liability is incurred 

Revenues; 
Court fees, bond forfeitures and Child Support Adm inistrative fees are recorded 

in the m onth Earned, regardless of when collected. Interest is recorded when earned 
regardless of w hen the related tim e deposit m atures. 

Expend~t.ures: 
ExpEnditures are recognized as the related fired liability or payment obligation is 

incurred, regardless of when payment 1o the vendor is m ade 

E: Budget Practices: 
The fund adopted a cash basis budget for the year ended June 30, 1999 and did not m ake subsequent 

amendments during the year. It is different in form when compared to the fund's financial statement 
presentation and account groupings, so com parative inform ation is not presented in lbls report. 

- 8- 



Fifteenth Judicial Dis t!jct Cott~ Jufflci_a_l_ExlN!ase Fm)d 
N O TES TO FI NAN C IA I, STA TEM  EN TS 

NO TE A - INTRO DU CTIO N AN D SU M M ARY O F SIG N IFICANT ACCO UNTING 

PO LIC IES, continued 

SUM M ARY OF SIGN IlqCAN T ACCOU NTING POLICIES, continued 

F: Total Colmnn on Balance Sheet: 
The total coltmm on tile balance sheet is captioned M emo Only to indicate thai it is presented only to 

facilitate financial analysis. The data in this colunm does not present financial position in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles and is 11ol comparable to a consolidation. 

(3: Estim ates: 
The preparation of financial statem ents in conformity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

requires tnanagem ent to m ake estim ates and assumptions that affect the reported amotm ts of assets 

and liabilities and disclosure of confingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements 

and the reported mnounts of revenues and expenses during tile reporting period Actual results could 

differ fiom those estim ates. 

11: Fixed A ssets: 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at tile time purchased and tile related assets are capitalized 
in the general fixed assets account group. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost 

NOTE B - FUI~,N ITUilE & EQUIPM ENT 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of offi ce furniture and equipment acquisitions 

Conlpuler equil;,]nent 

Security equipm ent 

Other office furniture and courtroom equipn~ent 

Totals 

Com puter equipm ent and softw are purchased prior to 1996 represents approxim ately $123,000 of tile 

$637,000 total office furniture and equipment item s show n in the general fixed asset account group. 

NO TE C -BO NI) FO R IrEITURE INCO M E 

This source of funds w as instituted by I~SA R.S. 15:571.11 For bond forfeitures after June 22, 1993. 

The statute provides that 2% of all judgments of bond forfeiture collected by tile district attorney sha 
be paid to the court fire d of the parish w here the bond was posted 
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Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fund 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM  ENTS 

N O TE D - C ER TIFIC A TES O F DEPO SIT A N D C A SII IN BA N K S 

D eposits are allow ed in state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their 

principal offi ces in Louisiana. State law requires deposits be fully eollateralized at all times using 

federal deposit insurance and/or the m arket value of pledged securities held by an unaffiliated bank 

or trust com pany for the account of the agency. 

Cash and deposits are categorized into three categories & credit risk. 
Category I includes deposits covered by FD1C insurance or collateral held in the fund's name. 
Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging bank's trust department 

in the Judicial Expense Fund's nam e. 
CategoL~ 3 ~cludes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging bank or trust department 
but not in the Judicial Expense Fund's nam e and any deposits which are uninsured or 

uneollateralized 

AI June 30, 1999 certificates of deposit ow ned by the fund are listed below . They have dates of m aturity 

of one year or less ranging fi-om July 

I)EPO SITED W ITtt 

Rayne Building and Loan 
Rayne State Bank 

Evangeline B ank &  Trust 

H ome Savings & Loan 

W hitney N ational Bank 
Crow ley Building and Loan 

Lafayette Bldg. Association 
FirstBank 

Bank of Com m erce & Trust 

1 libernia N ational Bank 

M id-South N ational Bank 

Abbeville Building & Loan 
lberia Savings Bank 

Gulf Coast Bank 

1999 1o April, 2000. 

J udicial_[i_xpYu nd 
R ATE 

5.00%  

5.30%  

5.10%  

4.85%  

5.25%  

5.15%  

3.96%  

5.25%  

5.15%  

5.25%  

5.25%  

5.00%  

3.39% 

4.75%  

$100,000 

100,000 

98,000 

100,000 

90,000 

95,000 

100,000 

99,000 

100,000 

95,000 

95,000 

98,000 

99,000 

100,000 

Child Sut~ ort Fund 

RATE 

5.35%  $ 

4.85%  

4,55%  

5.00%  

4.36%  

100,000 

100,000 

100.000 

100,000 

100,000 

$1,369,000 $500,000 

All oftbe above certificates of deposit were insured fi'om credit risk by FD1C insurance (category 1). 
At June 30, 1999 the Judicial Expense Fund, m aintaining separate accounts fi-om the Child Support 

Fund, had $96,753 in collected balances on deposit in it's checking account and an $100,000 CD at the 
Bank of Com m erce. These deposits w ere secure fiom risk by $200,000 of federal deposit insurance 

(category 1) and $196,562 of market valued pledged bank seeurities (category 3). The Child Support Fund's 
operating checking account had $416,665 collected balance at June 30, 1999. This was secure fi-om risk by 

$100,000 FD1C insurance (category 1) and $440,907 of market valued pledged bank securities (category 3). 
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enth Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fun 

N O TES TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

N O TE E - ACC O U NTS RECEIVAI~LE 

The follow ing is a summ ary of accounts receivable at June 30, 1999 

Clerk of Court Sheriff Totals 

Acadia Parish $ $ 
l.afayette Parish 4,315 

Verm ilion Parish 1,810 

Subtotal $ 6,125 $ 
Other 

Bond Forfeiture Incom e - 2rid quarter. 1999 

1,405 $ 
2,005 

710 

Total accounts receivable 

1,405 

6,320 

2.520 

4,120 $ 

N O TE F - FI FTEENTII JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT CltlLI) SUPPO RT FUN I) 

10,245 

7,102 

10,563 

Tile Child Support Fund w as established in January, 1994 in accordance with Louisiana Statute R .S. 
46:236.5. ]l collects supporl paym ents on behalf of guardians who are being assisted by state aid. The 
Child Support Fund is authorized to receive paym ent of nonsupport funds on behalf of the State of 

l.ouisiana It is also authorized to collect an administrative fee of no greater than 5%  of the funds due 

The actual percentage collected by this unit w as approximately 4% , reflecting a reduction of 1%  fi'om 
January, 1997 until Septem ber, 1999, w hen it w as increased back to 5% . The fees are used to fund 
the adm inistrative cost of the expedited processing system and will be partially fund costs associated 

with a segreated fam ily court within the 15111 Judicial District Court. 

N O TE G - A C C O U N TS PA Y A BLE 

The details at June 30, 1999 are as follow s 

Trade accounts payable 

Court D elay Reduction Program 
Security guard costs 1997-1999 

Accrued com pensation fund reimbursenm nt 

Fam ilies in Need of Services 

Total 

Judicial Exp Ftmd 

$33,521 
9,275 

30,000 

4,328 

83,025 

27,910 

Child SupportFund 

$ 22,484 

$160,148 $52,484 



Fifleeuth Jt dicjal District Co t!rt Judicial Expense Fu!~d 
N O TES 3"0 FINA N CIA L STA TEM ENTS 

NO TE G - A CCO UNTS PAY ABLE, continued 

The Fifteenth Judicial D istricl Court has been appointed as adm inistrator of Families in N eed of 

Services, a program to prevent children with disciplinary problems fi'om entering tile juvenile court 
system by counseling w ith parents or other agencies to correct behavioral problem s. The Judicial 

Expense Fund, acting as adm inistrative agent, received and disbursed the follow ing w ith the 

remainder included in accounts payable at June 30, 1999 to fund compensation of the agency's 

appointed officers. 

Received 

l)isbursed 

B alance 

FYE 

6/30/99 

FY'sE 

6/30/95.96,97 & 98 

28,000 $ 

1,585 

Totals 

at June 30, 1999 

132,619 $ 
76,009 

160,619 

77,594 

26,415 $ 56,610 $ 83,025 

N O 3"E !1 - FEES, C O M PEN SA TIO N SUI'I'I,EM EN TS & REIM I:IU RSEM ENTS 

The Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Expense Fund's general fund has no full-tim e employees. 

Personnel assigned to the judiciary include secretaries, a receptionist, and court reporters. The personnel are 
paid by the respective three parishes of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict. Som e supplements and reimbursements 

are funded by tile Judicial Expense Fund's General Fund via paym ent to the respective parish governments. 

These reimbursem ents include w ages, insurance and retirement benefit costs. Com pensation paid to law clerks 

assigned to the judiciary is established by the state and funded by other agencies. The Judicial Expense Fund 
pays health insurance prem ium s for the law clerks. Secretarial staff are com pensated for additional duties 

such as bookkeeping and in the capacity of the rotating chief judge's secretary. 

"l'he em ployees w orking in tile administrative offi ces of the Child Support Fund include hearing officers, 

clerical staff, and court reporters. They are paid by the local parish govermnenl w ith full reimbursement fi'om 

the Child Support Fund for their salaries and benefits. D isclosures relating to the benefit plans should 

be available in the financial statements of the three parish governm ents. 

N O TE ] - CO N TING EN CIES 

Secretarial and clerical support staff ofthe Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court and The Child Support Fund are 

paid by the respective parish's police jury or consolidated government. The judges of the district en banc arc 
working to provide parity and uniformity in com pensation and benefits. To date, it is uncertain if compensation 

has bee1) provided in accordance with established policy. Additionally, it is u~mertai~ which agency would 
be responsible ifa liability exists. The am ount of any potential liability has not yet been determined. 
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P. O. Box 53841 
Lafayette, LA. 70505 

M ark P. ltarris, C PA 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

515 South College #120 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 

phone 318-235-2002 
fax 318-235-2130 

Exhibit A 

R eport on Com pliance and oil Internal Control over Financial Reportin 
Based on all A udit of the G eneral Purpose Financial Stalem enls 
Perforntcd in A ccordance w ith (;overnm ent A uditing Stam lardx 

Judges of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Courl 
Judicial Expcnsc Fund 

1 have audited the general puq~osc financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 
Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the 3'car ended June 30, 1999, and have issued nay report 

thereon dated l)cccmber ~  1999. 1 conducted the audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards', issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Fiflecnth Judicial D istrict Court 
Judicial Expense Fund's financial statements are fi'ee of material misstatement, I performed tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts, noncompliance with 
which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. 
] lowevcr, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of the 
audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such an opmiou. The results of tests disclosed no material 
instances of noncompliance lhat arc required to be rcportcd under Government Auditing 
Standards. 

I nternal Control over Financial ReDorline 

In planning and perform ing our audit, 1 considered the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial 
Expensc Fund's internal control over financial reporting to determ ine auditing procedures for the 
pUl])OSC of cxprcssing our opilliou Oil the financial statements and not to provide assurancc on the 
internal control over financial reporting. Howcvcr, ] noted certain mailers involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that 1 consider to be reportable conditions. 
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Judges of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
Exhibit A 

Reportable conditious involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in 
the design or opcration of the internal control over financial reporting that, in my judgment, could 
adversely affect the Fifteenth Judicial District Com't Judicial Expense Fund's ability to record, 

process, summ arize and report :financial data consistent with the assertions of m anagement in the 
financial statemenls. Reportable conditions arc described in d~e accompanying schedule of findings 
and qucstioncd costs as findings 99-01 and 99-02. 

A material weakness is a condition in which the desigu or operation of one or more of the internal 
control compo2~cnts does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts 
that would bc m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not bc 
detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the normal course of perfom aing their assigned 
fimctions. M y consideration of the internal control over financial rcporling would not necessarily 
disclose all m atters that m ight be reportable conditions and

, accordingly, would not ncccssarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that arc also considered to bc material weaknesses. However, I 
believe none of the reportable conditions described above arc a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended for the reformation and use of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial 

Expense Fund and its management, the judges cn banc and the Louisiana legislative Auditor. 
l lowcvcr, this report is a m atter of public record, and its distribution is not lim ited 

Decem ber 28, 1999 
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Fifteenlh Judicial D istrict C ourt Judicial Expense Fund 

Schedule of Findings and Queslioned Costs 
For tile Y ear Ended June 30, 1999 

Part ] - Sm nm ary of A udilor's Results 

Exhibit B 

A qualified opinion was issued on tile general purpose financial statcments of the Judicia 
Expct~se Fuud as of  luue 30, 1999. 

Tests of inlernal control over financial reporting based on an audit of general purpose financial 
statements performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards disclosed reportable 
conditions involving the internal control over financial rcporling and ils operation. These 
reportable conditions arc described in Findings 99-01 and 99-02. These findings arc not 
considered to be a m aterial weakness. 

"]'csts of compliance based on an audit of the general purpose financial statements 
performed in accordance with Government Audi/ing Standard~" disclosed no material instances 
of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standard~. 

4. Prior year audit fiudings arc listed in the accompanyiug schedule of prior year findings 

Part 11 - Findings R elated to tile Financial Statem ents W hich are Required 1o be 
lleported U nder Goverttm ettt A uditing Stam htrds 

Finding, 99-01 - l)eficieucv in Budeeline 
Annaal budgets and interim fhlancia] slatelnonts were i/ot prepared in a nlanner that would parallel 
each other to allow com parison of actual expcnditurcs to the approved budgeted amounts and 
amendment when required. The initial budget approved cn banc included broad categories or 
allowances, was on the cash basis and repeats much of the prior year financial and budget 

information with little modification. The judges en banc do not monitor or amend tile adopted 
budget or actively participate in year-round budgeting and measuring processes. 

Findine 99-02 - Deficiency in Exoendilure Aoorovals and Centralized I)isburseme 

Expcnditures approved during tile year by the judges en bane and documented in minutes are not 
recorded as cueuulbrauees and not always tracked tlu'ough to tile disbursement. The record of 
approval does not provide sufficient detail of tile intended expensc such as tile period covered, 

when to disburse the fimds, or which fired (the judicial expense fund or the child support fired) is 
responsible and controls do not always insure timely disbursement. Communication with other 
agencies rcgarding shared costs shotfld be improved and follow-up notations providcd in the 
m inutes or interim financial report. Some of fice expenses arc paid dircctly to vendors while at 
timcs others arc reimbursed upon submission of requesls fi'om individual judges. Centralized 
purchasing provides increased control o\,er com pliance w ith sales tax exemption, uniform receipt 
docaulcutatiou, and disbursealents to vcudors. 
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Fifleem h Judicial D istrict Court Judicial Exnense Fund 
Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For" t|te Y ear- E nded June 30. 1999 

Exhibit C 

Parl 1 - Internal Control arrd Com pliance M aterial to tire Financial Slalem em s 

FindinP_ 98-01 - l)eficiencv ill Budgeting, 
Annual budgets and interim financial statements were not prepared in a manner that would parallel 
each other to allow comparison of aclua| expenditure transactions to the approved budgeted 
amounts and amendment when required. The initial budget approved en bane included broad 

categories or allowances and was on the cash basis. Consequently, the judges en bane arc not 
involved in rite year-round budgeting aud measuring process. 

Current Sirius -. Public hearing was held but budget amendment process still not implem ented 
due to tim e and personnel lim its. Court adm inistrator was hired during past year and is now 
becom ing m ore involved with the financial reporting process. Bookkeeper will be instructed to 
prepare timely financial statcmcnts and amended budget(s) for approval during the 3,car. 

Fiodint~ 98-02 - l)eficiencv in Expenditure A m ~roval 

Expenditures approved during the year by the judges en bane and documented in minutes arc not 
recorded as encumbrances aud not always tracked through to the disbursement. The record of 
approval does not provide sufficient detail of the intended expense such as the period covered, 

when to disburse the fimds, or which fired (the judicial expense fired or the child support fired) is 
responsible and controls do not ahvays insure timely disbursement. Communication with other 
agencies regarding shared costs should bc improved and follow-up notations provided in the 
nrinutes or interim financial reports. 

CLII'rcul Sirius - Inquires were made and paynlollts processed as l/ecossary ill Janual3,
, 1999. 

Continuing problem is created by on going negotiations ",vilh local parish government to obtain an 
underslanding of how much in shared security guard costs arc to be split among agencies using time 
courtllousc. A court adminislratol was hired this past year and is abreast of the negotiations. 

l>roblcm also exists in timely reimbursement to other agencies for compensation paid on behalf of 
the Judicial Expense Fund for coarl reporters, etc. Bookkeeper will be instructed to provide 
periodic report to courl adm inistrator for review during the ,,'ear and adm inistrator will work to 
improve com m unication and timeliness of receipt of invoicing fi'om affected ageucies. 

Part II - M anagem ent Letter 

98-01 & 98-(13 Deficiency in Budgeting -described above 
98-04 l)eficicncy ill lllveslm ellls - ccrlificales of deposil reduced Io one year lnalllrily or less 

98-05 M eal receipts - findings commm~icated to judges en bane ~nd compliance improved. 
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Fifteenth Judicial D is|rict Court Judicial Ex 
M anagem enCs C orrective A ction Plan 
For the Y ear Ended June 30. 1999 

Part 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

Findin~ 99-01 - Deficiency in Bud~etin~ 

Responsible person: Judge Don Aaron, Jr., representative of Judges En Banc 

Corlective action planned The judges have hired a court administrator M io is beginning to 
be involved with the financial reporting process and will take 

steps ncccssar)' to expand the budget process beyond just tile 
rcquircd public hearing to include periodic review and ameadment 
in lhc current fiscal year-end. 

Anticipalcd com pletion dale: lunc 30, 2000 

Findine 99-02 - l)eficiencv in Exl)enditure Ar)Drovals and Centralized l)isbursemcnts 

Responsible pcrson: Judge Don Aaron, Jr., rcprcsenlative of Judges En Bane 

Corrective action planned The 
.iudges have hired a court administrator to assist with tile 

im plem entalioll of expenditure approval guidelines, separation of 
duties and review procedures to monitor timely payment. Change 

m chicfjudge responsibilities may alter negotiations with other 
local agencies regarding shaYed security guard costs and timing of 

payments. Communication to judges will be made regarding 
centralized purchasing and disbursements. 

Anticipated completion date: June 30, 2000 
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