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Accountant's Com pilation Report 

BOA RD OF COM M ISSIONERS 
COLUM BIA ItEIGtlTS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

1 have com piled tile accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and supplem ental inform ation 
schedules, as listed in the foregoing table of contents, of the Colum bia lleights Fire D istrict, a com ponent 
unit of the Caldwell l'arish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and for the year then ended, in 

accordance with standards established by Statements on Standards for A ccounthzg and Review Services 
issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents and schedules inform ation that 
is the representation of m anagem ent. I have not audited or reviewed tim accom panying financial 
slalem enls and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any form of assurance on them . 

Calhouu, l.ouisiaua 
M arch 17, 2000 
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G ENERAL PU RPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(OVERVIEW ) 



A SSETS 
Cash 
hw estm ents 
Receivables: 
Sales tax 
Charges for services 

Furniture and equipm ent 

TOTA L ASSETS 

COLUM BIA IIEIGttTS FIRE D ISTRICT 
Columbia, Louisiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES A ND ACCOUN T GROUPS 

Balance Sheet, Decem ber 31, 1999 

1,1A1HI,ITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabililies - accounts l')ayable 
Fund Equity: 
lnvesInlent ill gelleral fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved - undesigllated 
Total fund equity 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
FUND TYPE - 

GENF~RAI. FUND 

$30,008 
21,040 

440 

1,476 

Statem ent A 

GENI,2P, AI. 
FIXF.1) 
ASSET TOTAl. 

ACCOUNT (MEMOI,),ANI)UM 
GROUP ONI.Y) 

$912 

$30,008 
21,040 

440 
1,476 
912 

__  $52,964 $912 $53,876 

$332 

52.632 
52.632 

$912 

912 

$332 

912 
52.632 

53.544 

TOTAL LIABIIJTIES AND FUND EQUITY __  $52,964.~ _ ~912 $53,876 

See accom panying notes and accountat~t's com pilation report 
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CO LUM BIA H EIGItTS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

G OV ERN M ENTA l. FUN D TYPE - G ENERAL FUN D 

REVENUES 
Sales taxes 
lntergovernm ental revenues - 
state - fire insurance rebate 

Charges for services 
Interest ear~ings 

Total revenues 

EX I)I,;NI)ITUI~.ES 
l)ublic safety: 
Current: 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Supplies 
FtJel 
Telephone 
O ffice expense 

Accounting, 
Collection fces 
U /ililies 
M iscellaneous 

Capilal outlay 
Total expendilures 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

EXCESS O F REVI'~NUI,;S O VER I,;XPIgNI)ITURES 

FUNI) BALANCI~; AT BEG INN ING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END O F YEAR 

See accom panying notes and accountant's com pilation report 
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Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABI ~17. 

B1JI)GET AcT(JAI. (UNFAVORABLE) 

$4,800 $5,072 $272 

4,000 
17,500 
1,500 

._
27,800 

4,363 
18,032 

_ __
11,328 

2
_
88,795 

1,000 
2,500 1,772 
300 

383 
54 

500 300 
2,400 2,400 
1,000 972 
200 123 

17,500 442 
25,400 

___~6446 

2,400 22,349 

NONI~  3..3~0283 

363 
532 

(172) 
995 

1,000 
728 
300 

(383) 
(54) 
2OO 

28 

77 
17,058 
18.954 

19,949 

30.283 



COLUM BIA H EIGIITS FIRE DISTRICT 
Columbia, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year l:'nded Decem ber 3l, 1999 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

The Colum bia Heights Fire D istrict was created by the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, oll April l, 
1996, as authorized by Louisiana Revised Statute 40:1492. The district is governed by a five m em ber 

board appointed by the police jury. Board melnbers serve without benefit of compensation. The district 
is responsible for providing fire protection within the boundaries of the district. 

A . BA SIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The accom panying general purpose financial statem euts of tile Colum bia lteights 
Fire D istrict have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 

principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units, The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for established 
governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

RIO~O RTI NG ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Caldwell 
l'arish Police Jury is considered a separate financial reporting entity. ']'be financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (the police jury), (b) organizations 
for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations 
for which the nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statenrents to be m isleading 

or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which component units should be considered part of tbe Caldwell 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion far including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and: 

See accountant's com pilation report 



COLUM BIA IIEIGHTS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its 
will on that organization, and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide 
specific financial benefits to o1 im pose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which tile police jury does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents would be m isleading if data of the organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

Because the police jury created the district and appoints members of the district's 
governing body, the district was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Caldwell Parish 
Police Jury, the fit~ ncial reporting entity~ The accom panying financial statem ents present 
inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the district and do not present inform ation on 

the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or 
Ihe other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

C . FUN D ACCO UNTING 

The district uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and 
to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent 
ft, nctions or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. A n 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 

accountability for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term 
debt) that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate fund types. The fund classifications and 
a description of each existing fund type follows: 

See accountant's com pilation report 



CO LU M BIA IIE1G ttTS FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnm ental Funds 

Governm ental funds are used to account for all or m ost of the district's 
general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent of legally 
restricted m onies. Governm ental funds of the district include: 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund is tile general operating fund of the 
district and is used to account for all of its financial 
activities. 

D . BASIS O F ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined 
by its m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this measuren-tent focus, only current assets 
and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents 
for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditurcs and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting the General Fund. 
The district uses the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures of the 
General Fund: 

I{evel|lleS 

Sales taxes are recognized as revenue when they are in the hands of 
their collecting agency, the Caldwell I'arish Police Jury. 

Charges for services arc recognized as revenue when they are in the 
hands of their collecting agency, the Colum bia tteights W ater D istrict. 

lntergovernmental revcnues are recorded when the district is entitled 
to the ftmds. 

Based on the above criteria, sales taxes and charges for services 
have been Ireated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expendilures 

See accountant's compilation report 
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CO LU M BIA IlE1GtITS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colmnbia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

BU DG ET PR ACTICES 

A prelim inary General Fund budget for the ensuing year is prepared in l)ecem ber 
of each year. Tile budget is then adopted by the board during the regular l)ecember 
m eeting. The proposed budget for the General Fund is prepared on the m odified  accrual 
basis of accounting. The budget is established and controlled by the board of 

commissioners at the object level of expenditure. 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for tile follow ing year 
to be expended. A ll changes in the budget m ust be approved by the board of 
com m issioners. 

Form al budgetary integration is not em ployed as a m anagem ent control device 
during the year. Budgeted am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents 
include the original adopted budget. There were no budget am endm ents during the year. 

CASll 

Cash includes am ounts in interest-bearing dem and deposits. Tim e deposits with 
original m aturities that exceed 90 days are classified as investm ents. Under state law , the 
district lnay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e 
deposits with banks organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any 
other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. 

G . IN VESTM EN TS 

Investments are limited by Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 33:2955. If the 
original m aturities of investments exceed 90 days, they are classified as investments; 
however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash 
equivak:nts. A t l)ecem bcr 31, 1999, the district's investm ents consist of nonnegotiable 
certificates of deposits with original m aturities of one year that are reported in the 
accom panying financial statem ents at cost. The bank balances of the deposits are fully 
secured fi'om risk by federal deposit insurance. 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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COLUM BIA H EIGtlTS FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, l.ouisiaua 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

H . FIXFD ASSETS 

Fixed assets of governmental flmds are recorded as expenditures at the time 

purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general 
fixed assets account group. A ll purchased fixed assets are valued at cost. N o depreciation 
has been provided on general fixed assets. 

SAI,ES TAX ES 

The district receives a pro-rata share of a one-fourth of one percent parishw ide 

(excluding Ihe Town of Columbia) sales tax approved by the voters in Caldwell Parish on 
October 19, 1985 for fire protection in the parish. The sales tax is collected by the police 

jury and remitted to the district net of its pro-rata share of the cost of collection. 

UNCO LLECTIBLE ALLO W ANCE 

The statem ents contain no provision for uncollectible accounts. The district is of 
the opinion that receivables are fully collectible. 

K . TO TA L CO LUM NS O N TIlE 
CO M BINED STATEM ENT 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ent is captioned M em orandum O nly to 
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does 
not present financial position nor results of operations in conform ity w itb generally 
accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

2. CASII 

At December 31, 1999, the district hascash(bookbalances)of$30,008. These deposits arc stated 
at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , fl~cse deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust 
be sccured hy federal deposit insurancc or the pledge of securities owned by the fscal agent bank. Casb 

(bank balances) at l)ecember 31, 1999, are fully secured fi'om risk by federal deposit insurance. 

See accountant's compilation report 
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COLUM BIA IIEIGtITS FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, Lonisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G ENERAI~ FIXEI) ASSETS 

The follow ing presents changes in general fixed assets for the year ended l)ecem ber 31, 1999 

Balance, January 1, 1999 
Additions 
Retirem ents 

Balance, Decem ber 31, 1999 

4. 1.1TIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

Furniture 
and 

.
Equipm ent 

$470 
442 

N ON E 
$912 

The district was not involved in any litigation at December 31, 1999, nor is it aware of any 
unasserted claim s. 

See accountant's com pilalion report 



SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCltEDULES 

See accounlant's com pilation rcport 
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COLUM BIA H EIGItTS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTA L INFORM ATION SCH ED U LES 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1999 

PRIO R YEAR FINDING S 

The follow-up and corrective action taken on all prior year findings is presented in the sum m ary 

schedule of prior year findings (Schedule 1). 

CURRENT YEAR FINDING S 

The corrective action plan for current year findings is presented in Schedule 2 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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Reference 
Num ber 

COLUM BIA ItEIGtITS FIRE DISTRICT 
Columbia, Louisiana 

Sum mary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended D ecember 31, 1999 

Fiscal 
Year 

Finding 
Initially 

Occurred Description of Findine 

Schedule 1 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 

N/A 1998 Failure to Am end General Fund Budget Yes 

See accotm tant's com pilation report 
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CO LU M BIA H EIGH TS FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia. Louisiana 

Corrective Action Plan 
For Current Year Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1999 

Reference 
N um ber l)cscriotion of Findin~ 

Corrective 
Action 
Planned 

There are no current year findings 

See accountilllt's COlUpilation report 
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f~FC': vr:[j 
COLUM BIA HEIGHTS FIRE DISTRICT : , G T()R 

Columbia, Louisiana (i~ t'i:';l: ? 7 l'g'l "~
. 35 ANNUAL SW ORN FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

AND CERTIFICATION OF REVENUES $50,000 OR LESS 
A S O F AND FO R TH E YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

A F F ID A V IT 

Po~sona,y cam e and appeared be,o,e tho u.dersi~.0d who. 
duly sworn, deposes and says, that the financial statem ents herewith given present fairly the 
financial position of the Colum bia Heights Fire D istrict as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results 
of operations for the year then ended, in accordance with basis of accounting described w ithin the 
accom panying financial statem ents. 

. % .. ~  c--3 
In addition,/~ enet'~e_ L~. t)tw~  who, duly sworn, deposes and says thai the Columbia 

]Ieights Fire District received $50,000 or less in revenues and other sources for the fiscal year 
ending December 31, 1999, and, accordingly, is not required to have an audit for the previously 
m entioned fiscal year-end. 

Colum bia H eights Fire D istrict 

Sworn to and subscribed before m e, this ~7~ ~t~ay of
_t~_a ~c~ , 2000 

Offi cer N am e: Ronnie D arden 
Address: %Homeland Bank 

Post Office Box 250 
Colum bia, Louisiana 71418 

Telephone: (318) 649-6124 


