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19e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. Helena 
Parish Assessor, Greensburg, Louisiana, a component unit of the St. Helena Parish 
Police Jury , as of December 31, 1999, and for the year then ended . These general 
purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the St. Helena 
Parish Assessor. Our responsibility Js to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statenlents based on our audit;. 

We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, 
and Government: Audltlng Standards, issued by the Comptroller Genera] of the United 
States . Those ~';tandards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
)'easonable a~;surance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
iri sstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
~mounts and diss)osure~ in the financJa} statements. An audit also includes assessing 
the accounting prJnclples used and significant estimates made by management, as well 
as evaluat~nq the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

]n our opinior~, the qeneral purpose financial statements referred to above present 
falr]y , Jn a]} material respects, the financial position of the St. Helena Parish 
Assessor, as of December 33, 1999, and the results of its operations for t:he year then 
ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Respectfully submitted 

DURNIN & JAM ES, CPA 'S , P .C 
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INTRODUCTION 

ST . HELENA PARISH ASSESSOR 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

December 31, 1999 

As provided by Article VIII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Assessor 
Js elected by the voters of the parish and serves a four-year term . The Assessor assesses 

all real and movable property in the parish subject to ad valorem taxation. The Assessor 
is authorized to appoint as many deputies as may be necessary for the efficient operation 
of the office and provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish . The deputies are 
authorized to perform all functions of the office, but the Assessor is officially and 
pecuniarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

i . SUMMARy OF SIG~'IFICA~T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . B_ A~ D_,~L_9. 

The accompanying financial statements of the St . Helena Parish Assessor have been 
prepared ~n conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
app3Jed to government units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
is the aceepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting 
and financ:isl reporting principles. 

B . R_  ~  L~r'_ ! b].g_ _ _I:~  T_/_T_Y 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the St. Helena 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for St. Helena Parish. The 

financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), 
(b) organ]zations for which the primary government is financially accountable, 
and (c) other organizations; for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the 
repozt.lng entity ' s financial statements to be misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determining which component units should be considered part of the St. Helena 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 
accountability . The St. Helena Parish Assessor is financially independent, other 
than certain immaterial operating expenditures of the Assessor's office that are 

paid or provided by the parish police jury. Also, the St. Helena Parish Assessor 
is an independently elected parish official, who is solely responsible for the 
operations of his office, which include the hiring and retention of employees, 
authorJ ty over budgeting, responsibJ lity for deficits, and the receipt and 
disbursement of funds. 

The financial statements of the St. Helena Parish I~ lice Jury will not be 
misleading if the data of the St. Helena Assessor is not included . Accordingly, 



 



 



 



 



ST . HELENA PARISH ASSESSOR 
Greensburg, Louisiana 

Decer~ er 31, 1999 

to increase in total assessed value Jn the parish, primarily attributable to new 
businesses and business consolidations. The authorized millage of! 7.46 was levied 
in 1999, the same millage as levied in ]998. The following are the principal 

taxpayers for the parish (amounts expressed in thousands): 

TaxDav~  
Transcontinents I Gas 

PipelJ ne Corporation 
Dixie Electric Membership 

Coop 
Century Telephone of East LA 
Florida Gas Transmission 
Entergy Gulf States, Inc . 
Denkmann AssocJ ates 
Capline System 
Bank of Greensburg 
Weyerhaeuser Company 
Colonial Pipe] Jne Company 
Ame rcbo] Corporation 
Cabot Oil and 6~as Corp . 

Public Utility 

Public utility 
Public utility 
Public utility 
Public utility 
Ti.~ er Company 
Public Utility 
Banking 
Ti,~)er Company 
Public utility 
Manufacturing 
Oil Company 

3. CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

Percentage 
1999 of Total 

Assessed Assessed 

_ _V.alua i~ _  Valuation 

$ 3,362 11.90% 

6 .90% 

6.70% 
6 .60% 
5 .70% 
5.20% 
4 .40% 
3.20% 
3.00% 
2 .80% 
2 .20% 

1,~q% 

At Decen~ er 33, 3999, the Assessor has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) 
totaling $3],9]3 as follows: 

Demand Deposits 
Interest-Bearing Demand Deposits 

Total 

$ 844 
31 .069 

$ ~1,915 

The demand deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, 
these depoE~Jts (or resulting bank balances) must be secured by Federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market 
~alue of pledged securities plus the Federal deposit insurance must at all times 
equal the amount on deposit with the f~scal agent. These securities are held in the 
name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 
mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1999, the Assessor had $41,401 
in col3ected bank balances, and $65,000 in a certificate of deposit, totaling 
$106,40]. These deposits were secured from risk by $100,000 of Federal deposit 
insurance, and pledged securities of $200,000 held by the custodial bank in the name 
of the fiscal agent bank (OASB Category 3). 
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Greensburg, Louisiana 

December 3~, 1999 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under 
the provJslons of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged 
securities within 10 days of being notified by the Assessor that the fiscal agent has 

failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

4. PREPAID EXPENI)]TURES 

AS of Dece~ )er 31, 1999, prepaid expenditures consisted of unexpired insurance 
premiums for $598, January, 2000 rent for $400 and January 1, 2000 group insurance 
for $2,433. The rent and group insurance were due on January i, 2000 and paid on 

Dece~ )er 30, 1999. 

5 . CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

General f~xed assets consist of furniture, equipment and e vehicle . A summary of 

changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance, December 31, 1999 

$ 71,329 
(9,293) 

(7,868) 

$. ~4,15~ 

Adjustment Js to agree books with physical inventory count as of December 31, 1999, 
and is related to previous years of obsolete equipment and fixtures that were never 
properly deleted. Deletions are current year identifiable broken and obsolete 

property . 

6. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description . Substantially all 
office are members of the Louisiana 

employees of the St . Helena Parish Assessor 's 
Assessor's Retirement Fund System (System), a 

multiple-employer (cost-sharlng), public employee retirement system (PERS 
controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees 

All full- time employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original 
employment and are not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement 
system in Louisiana are required to participate in the System . Employees who retire 
at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 50 
with at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, 
payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each 
year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their lJnal-average salary . 
Final-sverage salary is the employee 's average salary over the 36 consecutive or 
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ST . HELENA PARISH ASSESSOR 

Greensburg , Louisiana 

December 31, 1999 

joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at 
least ]2 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may 
retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
termination . The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are 
established or amended by state statute. 

Trend Information . The System issues an annual publicly available financial report 
that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the 
System . That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Assessor 's 
Retirement System, Post Office Box 14699, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898, or by 
calling (225)928-8886. 

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.0 percent of their annual 
covered salary and the St. Helena Parish Assessor is required to contribute at an 
actuaria]]y determined rate. The current rate, at December 31, 1999, is 5.75 
percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 
fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each 
parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by the legislature. The 
contribution requirements of plan members and the St. Helena Parish Assessor are 
established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statnte i] :~03, the employer contributions are determined by aetuarial valuation and 

are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior 
fiscal year. The St. Helena Parish Assessor's contributions to the System for the 

years ended December 31, 1999, ~998, and 1997 were $9,~53, $8,168, and $6,398, 
respectively , equal to the required contributions for each year. 

7 . EXPE~/DITORES OF THE ASSESSOR NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINANCIA]I, STATEMENTS 

The St. Helena Parish Police Jury pays all utility expenses for the Assessor's 
office and these expenses are not included in the accompanying financial statements. 
The St. Helena, Parish Assessor has determined this amount to be ~mmaterial to the 
operation of the Assessor's office . 

8 ~ INSURANCE 

AS of December 31, 1999, the St 
liability and casualty insurance 

Pro!~ressive 
Northland 
Western Surety 
Western Surety 

Helena Parish Assessor appears to have adequate 
as follows : 

Auto Liability 
Office Property 
Bond, Assessor 
Bond, Chief Deputy 
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Amount 

$750,000 
$ 50,000 
$ i0,000 
$ I0,000 

o~12o199-o512oloo 
o~13o199-o613oloo 
II115199-n 115100 
oI118199-011181oo 
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TNDEPENDENT AUDITOR 'S REPORT ON 
COMPT,TANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

AITDTT OF FTNANC]AL .qTATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 
ACCORDANCE WTTH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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Membe, 
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We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Helena Parish 
Assessor, Greensburg , Louisiana, a component unit of the St . Helena Parish Police Jury, 
~is of and for the year ended December 31, 3999, and have issued our report thereon 
dated May 17, 2000. We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standazdii; and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Con~ troller General 

of the united Statet~. 

As part of obtaln~ng reasonable assurance about whether St. Helena Parish Assessor's 
c~enera] purpose flnancia] statements are free of material misstatement, we performed 
tests of its compliance with certain p]~ov~sl.ons of laws, regulations, contracts and 
grants, noncomp[lJance with which cou[Ld have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of f~nanc~al statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 

compliance w~tb those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
we do not express such an opJnlon. The zesults of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

_~;rLterna] Cent rQ~[ Over Financial R~porti_D~ 

~n planning and performing our audit, we considered St. Helena Parish Assessor's 
internal control over financial statements reporting in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial 

401 Last I hom as Street - Ham m ond, LA 7040 
112 East E h(,stnut Street ~ Am ite, LA 70422 
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ST . HELENA PAR ISH ASSESSOR 

statements and *lot to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting . However, we noted certain matters involving the internal control over 
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions . 
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant 
deficiencies i*] the design or operation of the internal control over financial 

reporting that, Jn our judgment, could adversely affect St. Helena Parish Assessor's 
ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Reportable 
conditions are described in the accompanying Corrective Action Plan fo]- Current Year 
Audit Findings, ~,s items 99-3 and 99-2. 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of 
the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m~sstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose 
financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period 
by employees ill the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our 
consideration of tile internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, 
accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe one of the above-referenced 
reportable items to be a material weakness, specifically item number 99--1, Corrective 
Action Plan for Current Year Auditing Findings. 

This report J s intended for the information of management and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record, and its distribution is 
not limited . 
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Respectfully submitted 

DURNIN & JAMES , CPA 'S , P .C 



 



 



 



 


