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To the Board of Directors 
Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, lnc 
Bern ice, Louisiana 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN] ANIS 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN]S 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Bernice V olunteer Fire Department, 
Inc. as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose 
financial statements are the responsibility of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Departm ent, Inc,'s m anagement. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditin~ Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that we plan and perforn l the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statemenls are free of material m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagement, as well as evaluating, the overall financial statement 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the Bernice V olunteer Fire Departm ent, Inc., as of Decem ber 3 l, 1999, and the results of its 
operations for the year then ended, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards-, we have also issued our report dated June 12, 2000, on our 
consideration of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal control over financial reporting and our tests 
of its compliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

M arcus, Robinson and Hasse 
June 12, 2000 
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BERN ICE VOLU NTEER FIRE DEPARTM  ENT. IN C. 
CO M BINED STATEM EN T OF REV EN UES EXF'EN DITIJRES AN D CHAN Gt'R IN 

FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL ALL GOVERNM ENTAl. FIJND TYPE~ 
YEAR EN DED DECEM BER 31 1999 

Variance 
Favorable 

Bud.g~ Actual (Unfavorable) 
REVEN UES 

Ambulance Fees 5,500 3,466 (2,034) 
Town of Bern ice Income 4,800 4,800 0 
Union Parish Police Jury Incom e 5,000 6,164 1,164 
Interest Incom e 12,000 14,983 2,983 
D ividends 1,000 1,350 350 
Donations & M em orials 500 710 210 

TO TA L REVEN UE 28,800 31,473 2,673 

EX PEN DITURES 
Currcnt 

Volunteer Compensation 2,400 2,499 (99) 
Auto & Fuel 2,000 ],236 764 
Banquet 200 87 113 

Education & Training 0 421 (421) 
Equipment Rental 100 161 (61) 
Accounting 200 200 0 
M iscellaneous 100 524 (424) 
Office Supplies 200 131 69 
Repairs & M aintenance 4,000 3,858 142 
Telephone 1,200 1,490 (290) 
Am bulance Supplies 200 69 13 l 
Station Supplies 600 872 (272) 

Capital Outlay 10 ,_Q00_.00 ._445_,2_219 [35,219) 

TOTAL EX PEN DITURES 21.200 56.767 (35.567) 

EXCESS (DEFICIT) REVEN UES 

OVER EXPENDrI'URES 7,600 (25,294) (32,894) 

FUN D BALAN CE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 314,112 314.112 0 

FUND BA1,AN CE AT EN D OF YEAR 321,712 288,818 (32.894) 

See Notes to Financial Statements 
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BERN ICE VOLUN TEER FIRE DEPARTM ENT INC 
N OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM B ER 31, 1999 

N OTE 1 - SU M M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T ACCOUNTIN G POLICIES 

The Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. W as incorporated on February 19, 1990, under tile provisions of R ,S 
1950, Title 12, Chapter 2. The Bernice Volunteer Fire Departm ent, Inc. operates as a non-profit corporation. The 
Bernice Volunteer Fire Depam nent, Inc. Provides the following services as authorized by its chapter: (1) to 
prevent and suppress fire and prevent the conflagration of property, (2) to conduct educational and informational 
programs, (3) to provide ambulance service. 

Financial Reporti_!~ Entit~z - ]'his report includes all funds and account groups which are controlled by or 
dependent on file Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

Fund Accounting - 'File accounts of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. are organized on tile basis of 
funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its 
expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individua 
funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the m eans by which spending activities are 
controlled. The fund is grouped into one generic fund type and one broad fund categories as follows: 

Governmental Funds: 

General Fund 
The General Fund is tile general operating fund of the Bernice Volunteer Fire I)epartment, Inc. It is used to 
account for all financial resources. 

Fixed A ssets and Long-Term Liabilities - The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets and 
long- term liabilities associated w ith a fund are determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are 
accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus. This m eans that only current assets and 

current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net eurrellt assets) 
is considered a measure of"available spendable resources." Governmental fund operating statements present 
increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other fiuaucing uses) in net 
current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a sum mary  of sources and uses of available spendable 
resources during a period. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the general 
fixed assets account group, rather than in governmental funds. Public domain (infrastructure) general fixed assets 
consisting of certain improvements other than buildings, including roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets and 
sidewalks, drainage systems, and lighting systems, are capitalized along with other general fixed assets. No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Donated fixed assets are valued at their estimated fair value on tile 
date donated. 

Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the general long-term 
debt account group, not in the governm ental funds. 
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~
,EPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTIN G BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL 

STATEM EN YS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Board of D irectors 
Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, lnc 
Bern ice, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 12, 2000. W e conducted our audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Bernice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ents am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions 
was not all objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Govermnent Auditing Standards 

ern al Control O ver Financial Reoortine 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Bern ice Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on 
tile financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. O ur 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the intem a 
control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the 
risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statements being audited may 
occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting anti its operation that we 
consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of management, the Board of Directors and the Legislative Auditor of 
Louisiana. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

M arcus, Robinson and Hassell 
June 12, 2000 
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