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PAYN E. M O O RE & HERRINGTO N. LLP 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT 

M r Kenneth P Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and 

M em bers of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Ninth Judicial District 

Indigent Defender Board, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and for each of the two 

years in the period ended Decem ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Indigent Defender Board's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility 
is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govern m ent 

Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are 

free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 

principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 

statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly
, in all m aterial 

respects, the financial position of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Beard, Rapides Parish, 

Louisiana, as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for each of the two years in the period 
ended Decem ber 31, I999, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Govern m ent Audith~g Standalds, we have also issued our report dated February 15, 

2000, on our consideration of the Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting and our 

tests of its com pliance with certain laws, regulations, and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit 

performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read ill conjunction with this 
report in considering the results of our audit. 



 

A  

PAYNF., M O O I),E & HERRINGTON, LI.P 

M r. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and 
M em bers of the Ninth Judical District Indigent Defender Board 
Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

O ur audit was perform ed for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 

of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board taken as a whole. The accom panying com bining and 

individual fund financial statem ents listed in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional 
analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the Ninth Judicial District 

Indigent Defender Board. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all m aterial respects, 

in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

Certified Public Accountants 

February 15, 2000 



G ENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The G eneral Purpose Financial Statem ents include all funds and account groups of the Ninth Judical 

District Indigent Defender Board and are designed to provide an overview of the financial position and 

results of operations for the Indigent Defender Board as a whole. Additional inform ation in the form of 

com bining and individual fund financial statem ents is included elsewhere in this report to the extent such 

~resentation expands on the financial inform ation presented in the general purpose financial statements. 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 
DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

NO TES TO FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 

1. O RGANIZATIO N AND SUM MARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING POLICIES 

The financial statem ents of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared 

in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. The m ore significant of the Indigent Defender 

Board's accounting policies are described below . 

The Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board w as established in com pliance w ith Louisiana 

Revised Statutes 15:144 to provide and com pensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in crim inal 

and quasi-criminal cases on the district court level. The ninth judicial district encompasses Rapides Parish, 
Louisiana. 

In evaluating how to define the Indigent Defender Board, for financial reporting purposes, 

m anagem ent has considered all potential com ponent units. The decision whether or not to include a 
potential com ponent unit in the reporting entity was m ade by applying the criteria set forth in GAAP. 

Generally, com ponent units are legally separate organizations for w hich the elected officials or appointed 

board m em bers of the prim ary governm ent are financially accountable. Som e of the criteria considered 

under "legally separate organization" are: the capacity for the organization to have its own nam e; the right 

for the organization to sue and be sued in its own nam e without recourse to the primary governm ent; and 

the right to buy, sell, lease, and m ortgage property in its own name. Some of the criteria used to consider 

"financially accountable" include: appointment of a voting majority of the organization's governing body; 
ability for prim ary government to im pose its will on the organization; whether the organization has the 
potential to provide specific financial benefits to, or im prove specific financial burdens on the prim ary 

governm ent; and fiscal dependence ofthe organization. Based upon the application of these criteria, there 

are no com ponent units of the Indigent Defender Board. 

The Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is a part of the district court system of the State 

of Louisiana. However, the Indigent Defender Board operates autonom ously from the State of Louisiana 
and independently from the district court system . Therefore the Indigent Defender Board reports as an 

independent reporting entity. This report only includes all funds which are controlled by or dependent upon 

the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

Fund Accounting 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The Indigent Defender Board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 

the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 

financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ental functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, on 

the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 

liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

The Indigent Defender Board only has one category of funds - governm ental. This category, in turn 

s divided into separate "fund types". 

Governm ental funds are used to account for all or m ost of the Indigent Defender Board's general 

activities, including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies (special revenue funds). The 
general fund is used to account for all activities of the general government not accounted for in some other 
fund. The Indigent Defender Board has three funds included in this category. 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund was established in order to account for the court costs transm itted to the Indigent 
Defender Board to defray the necessary expenses of the Public Defender's Office. 

Special Revenue Funds 

District Assistance Fund 

The District Assistance Special Revenue Fund consists of grants from the Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board. The purpose of the fund is to account for the grant m oney. Eligible uses of the grant 

m oney are hiring or retaining attorneys, raising attorney salaries in order to strive towards com pliance with 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board's m inim um com pensation guidelines established for capital and 

appellate attorneys, defraying attorney unit support costs, defraying expert w itness fees and specialized 
testing up to the am ounts recom m ended, and defraying the cost of continuing legal education and training 

program s. 

9 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

DEC EM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

M urder 1 State G rant Fund 

The M urder 1 State Grant Special Revenue Fund also consists of grants from the Louisiana Indigent 

Defender Board. This grant money can be used only to defray the expenses of the guilt and penalty phase 
investigation and the fees, ow .~rhead, and out-of-pocket expenses of trial lead and/or associate counsel for 

capital cases. 

ACCO UNT G RO UPS 

G eneral Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governm ental fund operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Asset 

Account G roup. All additions and retirem ents of fixed assets are recorded in this account group. 

General Long-Term Debt 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governm ental funds are accounted for in the 

G eneral Long-Term Debt Account Group. 

The tw o account groups are not funds. They are concerned with the m easurem ent of financia 

position and do not involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Basis of Accountina 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent 

focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources m easurement focus. 

W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the 

balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing 
sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fund types. Under the modified 

accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities 
of the current period. A ninety day availability period is used for revenue recognition for the governm ental 

fund revenues. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. Those revenues 
susceptible to accrual are court costs, bond forfeiture fees, bond com m ission fees, and interest revenue. 

10 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA 

DECEM BER 31. 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The governm ent repods deferred revenue on its com bined balance sheet. Deferred revenues arise 

when resources are received by the governm ent before it has a legal claim to them , as when grant m onies 
are received prior to the incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, w hen the 

governm ent has a legal claim to the resources, the liability for deferred revenue is rem oved from the 

com bined balance sheet and revenue is recognized. 

The Indigent Defender Board's budgets are adopted at the same tim e as the Rapides Parish Police 
Jury budget. Any am endm ents are m ade by the Indigent Defender Board. All annual appropriations lapse 

at year end. 

Cash 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits and interest-bearing dem and deposits. Under state law 

the Indigent Defender Board m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits 
m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and nationa 
banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

Short-term Interfund ReceivableslPavables 

During the course of operations, num erous transactions occur betw een individual funds for goods 

provided or services rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due from other funds" 

or "due to other funds" on the balance sheet. Short-term interfund loans are classified as "interfund 

receivables/payables." 

Fixed Assets 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or construct them . Instead, 
capital acquisition and construction are reflected as expenditures in governm ental funds, and the related 

assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed assets are valued at 

cost. 

The cost of norm al m aintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or m aterially 

extend asset lives are not capitalized. Im provem ents are capitalized. 

Assets in the General Fixed Assets Account G roup are not depreciated 

11 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 
DECEM BER 31. 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Com pensated Absences 

Vested or accum ulated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated with expendable available 

financial resources, if any, is reported as an expenditure and a fund IJabiJity of the governm ental fund that 

will pay it. Am ounts of vested or accum ulated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated w ith 

expendable available financial resources are reported in the General Long-Term Debt Account G roup. 

nterfund Transactions 

Nonrecurring or nonroutine perm anent transfers of equity are reported as residual equity transfers 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assum ptions that affect the reported am ounts of assets and 

liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statem ents and the 

reported am ounts of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from 

those estim ates. 

M em orandum  O nly - Total Colum ns 

Total colum ns on the general purpose financial statem ents are captioned "m em orandum only" to 

indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present 

financial position or results of operations in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Neither are such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations, if any, have not been m ade 

in the aggregation of this data. 

2. LEGAL COM PLIANCE - BUDG ETS 

As m entioned ill Note 1, the budgets are adopted at the same time as the Rapides Parish Police Jury 

budget. The budgetary practices include public notice, public inspection, and public hearings on the 

budgets. Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during the year. 
Budgeted am ounts contained in the accom panying financial statem ents include original adopted budget 

am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents through Decem ber 31, 1999. Budgetary control is exercised by 

the Indigent Defender Board at the fund level. 



3. CASH 

NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

At December 31, 1~99, the Indigent Defender Board had cash (book balances) totating $220,917 in 
dem and deposit accounts held at a local financial institution. The bank balances totaled $238,030. A 
sum m ary of collateralization of bank balances is presented below . 

Insured (federal deposit insurance) 
Collateralized 

$100,000 
138.030 

$238,030 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 

insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. 

4. INTERG OVERNM ENTAL RECEIVABLES 

Intergovernm ental receivables are com prised m ainly of court costs frorn Rapides Parish and the 

Cities of Alexandria and Pineville. 

5. G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

The following is a sum m ary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group during the tw o 

years in the period ended Decem ber 31, 1999: 

BALANCE BALANCE 
JANUARY 1, DECEMBER 31 

1998 ADDITIO NS RETIREM ENTS 1999 

Office equipment $ 30,277 $ 1,000 $ $ 31,277 

6. DISTRICT ASSISTANCE FUND 

The grant restrictions placed on the District Assistance Fund grant were lifted at the end of 1999, 

which allows for the m onies to be used for G eneral Fund expenditures. Therefore, a residual equity transfer 

was m ade to transfer the rem aining am ounts in the District Assistance Fund to the General Fund. The 

Louisiana Indigent Defender Board is currently holding district assistance payments, and it is uncertain as 
to the am ount of fundin9 that will be given in 2000 and future years. 

13 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

7. LEASE AND RENTA L CO M M ITM ENTS 

Operating lease payments for office space during each of the years ending Decem ber 31, 1999 and 

1998, were $6,500 and $6,600, respectively. 

This lease is renewed yearly 

8. RISK M ANAG EM ENT 

The office of the Indigent Defender Board is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft, 

or damage and destruction of assets, errors and omissions, injuries to employees, and natural disasters. 
The Indigent Defender Board carries com mercial insurance for workmen's com pensation and commercia 

general tiabflity. They also carry m alpractice insurance on the attorneys. 

The office of the Indigent Defender Board is occasionally a party to legal proceedings involving suits 
filed against the Board for various reasons. Som e of these suits claim dam ages that are m aterial in amount. 

M anagem ent does not believe that the Board is exposed to any m aterial losses net covered by insurance. 

No provisions for losses are included in the financial statem ents. 

9. PENSIO N PLA N 

During 1997, the em ployees of the Indigent Defender Beard becam e mem bers of the Parochial 
Em ployees Retirem ent System of Louisiana, Plan A. This retirem ent system is a m ultiple em ployer, 

statewide retirem ent system which is adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. The contributions of 

participating agencies are pooled within the system to pay the accrued benefits of their respective 
participants. The contribution rates are approved by the Louisiana Legislature. 

Under the Parochial Employees Retirement System, Plan A, employees who retire after thirty (30) 
years of creditable service regardless of age, twenty-five (25) years of creditable service and at least 
fifty-five (55) years of age, or ten (10) years of creditable service and at least sixty (60) years of age are 
entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to three percent (3%) of their average 
compensation for any thirty-six (36) months of consecutive service in which their compensation was highest, 
multiplied by their years of creditable service. Benefits fully vest upon reaching five (5) years of service. The 
System also provides death and disability benefits. Covered em ployees are required to contribute nine and 

one-fourth percent (9.25%) of their salary to this plan while the employer contributes seven and 15/100 
percent (7.15%). Employer contributions under this plan for covered employees are made by the General 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Fund and the District Assistance Fund based on the percentage of salary paid from that fund. A 
em ployees, except the Chief Public Defender, were covered by the Retirem ent System . 

The Parochial Em ployees Retirem ent System issues a publicly available financial report that includes 

financial statem ents and required supplem entary information for the Parochial Em ployees Retirement 
System , Plan A. ]-hat report m ay be obtained by writing to Parochial Em ployees Retirem ent System , P.O . 

Box 14619, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-4619. 

Pension costs for the years ended Decem ber 31, 1999 and 1998, respectively were $5,342 and 
$5,038. Em ployees were part of the social security system prior to 1997. 

15 
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COM BINING AND INDIVIDUAL 

FUND FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 



G ENERA L FUND 

The G eneral Fund is the principal fund of the Indigent Defender Board's office. Tile General Fund's prim ary 

source of revenue is court fees. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 
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SPECIA L REVENUE FUNDS 

Special revenue funds account for the receipt and disbursem ent of earm arked m onies 

District Assistance Fund - The District Assistance Special Revenue Fund consists of grants from the 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board. The purpose of the fund is to account for the grant m oney. Eligible 
uses of the grant m oney are hiring or retaining attorneys

, raising attorney salaries in order to strive toward 
com pliance with Louisiana Indigent Defender Board's m inim um com pensation guidelines established for 

capital and appellate attorneys, defraying attorney unit support costs
, defraying expert witness fees and 

specialized testing up to the am ounts recom m ended
, and defraying the cost of continuing tegal education 

and training program s. 

M urder 1 State G rant Fund - The M urder 1 State G rant Special Revenue Fund also consists of grants 
from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board. This grant m oney can be used only to defray the expenses 
of the guilt and penalty phase investigation and the fees

, overhead, and out-of-pocket expenses of trial lead 
and/or associate counsel for capital cases. 
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Cash 

TOTAL ASSETS 

NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 
CO M BINING BALANCE SHEET 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

DECEMBER 31, 1999 

ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable 
Payroll taxes withheld 
Deferred grant revenue 

Total Liabilities 

EQUITY 
Fund balances - unreserved - undesignated 

TOTAl I lABILITIES AN[) EQ UITY 

DISTRICT 
ASSISTANCE 

EXHIBIT F - 1 

M URDER 1 
G RANT TOTAL 

390 $ 12,680 $ 13,070 

390 $ 12,680 $ 13,070 

344 $ 
46 

390 

12,680 

12.680 

344 
46 

12.680 

13.070 

390 $ 12,680 $ 13,070 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the financial statem ents 
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OTHER REPO RT REQ UIRED BY 

G O VERNM EN T A UDITING STA NDA RDS 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CONTRO L OVER FINANCIAL 

REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDIT O F G ENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL 
STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RDANCE W ITH G O VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STA NDARDS 
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PM'~H 
REPO RT O N COM PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CONTRO L OVER FINANCIAL 
REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDIT O F G ENERA L PURPO SE FINANCIAL 

STATEM ENTS PER FO R M ED IN AC CO RDANC E'. W ITH G O VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STA NDA RD S 

M r. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and 

M em bers of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 

Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 

Board, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and for each of the two years in the period 
ended Decem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated February 15, 2000. W e conducted 

our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 

audits contained in Govern m ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 

States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance with 

certain provisions of law s, regulations, and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and 

m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no m aterial instances of noncom pliance that are required to 

be reported under Govern m ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

nternal Control O ver Financial ReDortina 

In planning and perforrning our audit, we considered the Indigent Defender Board's internal control over 

financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 

on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting. However, we noted one m atter involving the internal control over financial reporting and 

its operation that w e consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing 

27 



P~I,o,H 
PAYNE, M O O RE & HERRINGTO N, LLP 

M r. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and 
M em bers of the Ninth Judic:ial District Indigent Defender Board 
Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the.' internal control ever 

financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Board's ability to record, process, 
sum m arize, and repod financial data consistent w ith the asserlions of m anagem ent in the general purpose 
financial statem ents. ]he repodable condition is described in the accom panying Schedule of Findings and 

Q uestioned Costs as finding 99 - 01. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation 

of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents 

being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 

perform ing their assigned functions. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial repoding would 
not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, 

accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material 

weaknesses, ttowever, we believe the reportable condition listed is not a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 

Board, m anagem ent, state awarding agencies, and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended 

to be and should net be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

1")~',,., 
, ~ql~'~,, ~ tl~...g~{.i-.., L_/ P 

Cedified Public Acceuntants 

February 15, 2000 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE O F FINDINGS AND Q UESTIO NED COSTS 
DEC EM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

SECTIO N I - SUM MARY O F: AUDITO R'S RESULTS 

Financial Statem enls 

Type of auditor's report issued 

nternal control over financial reporting 
M aterial weaknesses identified? 
Reportable conditions identified 

that are not considered to be 
m aterial w eaknesses? 

Noncom pliance m aterial to financia 
statem ents noted? 

M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

M anagem ent's Sum m ary Schedule of Prior 
Audit Findings 

Federal A wards 

SECTIO N II - FINA NCIA L STATEM ENT FINDING S 

REPO RTABLE CO NDITIONS 

Unqualified 

yes x no 

x yes none reposed 

__ yes x no 

See Attached 

See Attached 

Not Applicable 

FINDING 99-01 - CASH RECEIPTS FRO M INDIGENT DEFENDANTS 

C riteria: Internal controls should be established to reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
noncom pliance with m anagem ent's authorized #rooedures would be detected within a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. 

Condition: Due to the sm all num ber of em ployees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's 
office, only one em ployee is involved in the receipt, recording, and deposit of cash received from the 
indigent defendants. The cash totals about $30,000 to $40,000 in a year. Although receipts are written for 
paym ents, no other em ployee foots the receipts to be sure all m oney received is accounted for. Money is 
held and accum ulated for several days before being deposited. In addition, since collections are non- 
enforceable, statem ents are not sent out to all of the defendants on a regular basis. 

Effect: Som e revenue related to the indigent defendant fees m ight never be collected. Even if collected 
the fees m ight not be deposited in the Board's account. 

Cause: There are only four em ployees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's office. 
Personnel assigned this duty does not have the tim e to calJ the indigent defendants for collection of these 
fees. Also, there are no internal controls in place to verify these receipts. 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARr) 
RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE O F FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
D EC EM BER 31, 1999 AND t998 

Recom m endation: W e recom m end that receipts continue to be w ritten every tim e a fee is received. 
Som eone in the office other than the personnel assigned to collection of the fees should foot the receipts 
and trace the total to the am ount deposited into the bank account. W e also recom m end that m ore tim e be 
spent on the collection of these fees. Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1212 requires daily deposits to be m ade 
whenever practicable. W e suggest that this practice be followed. 

M anagem enrs Response: See M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

M A NAG EM ENT'S SUM M A RY O F PRIO R AUDIT FINDING S 

YEARS ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1999 AND 1998 

REPO RTABLE CO NDITIO NS 

FINDING 97-01 - LEGAL CO M PLIANCE OF BUDG ET ADO PTIO N 

Resolved 

FINDING 97-02 - CASH RECEIPTS FRO M INDIG EN T DEFENDANTS 

Condition: Due to the sm all num ber of em ployees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's 
office, only one em ployee is involved in the receipt, recording, and deposit of cash received from the 
indigent defendants. ]he cash totals about $30,000 to $40,000 in a year. Although receipts are written for 
paym ents, no other em ployee foots the receipts to be sure all m oney received is accounted for. Money is 
held and accum ulated for several days before being deposited. In addition, since colJections are non- 
enforceable, statem ents are not sent out to all of the defendants on a regular basis. 

Recom m endation: It was recom m ended that receipts continue to be written every tim e a fee is received. 
Som eone in the office other than the personnel assigned to collection of the fees should foot the receipts 
and trace the total to the am ount deposited into the bank account. It was also recom mended that more time 
be spent on the collection of these fees. Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1212 requires daily deposits to be 
m ade w henever practicable. It was suggested that this practice be followed. 

Current Status: Not resolved - see Finding 99-01 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

M ANAG EM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE ACTIO N PLAN 

YEARS ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

The Ninth Judicial District indigent Defender Board respectfully subm its the following corrective action plan 

for the years ended Decem ber 31, 1999 and 1998. 

ndependent Public Accounting Firm 

Auditee Contact Person 

Rebecca M orris, CPA, Partner 

Payne, M oore & Herrington, LLP 

P. O . Box 13200 

Alexandria, LA 71315-3200 

(318) 443-1893 

Kenneth P. Rodenbeck 

Chief Public Defender 

909 Sixth Street 

Alexandria, LA 71301 

(318) 443-7082 

Audit period: January 1, 1998 through Decem ber 31, 1999 

The findings from the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs are discussed below. The findings are 
num bered consistently w ith the num bers assigned in the Schedule. 

REPO RTABLE CO NDITIO NS 

FINDING 99-01 - CASH RECEIPTS FRO M INDIG ENT DEFENDANTS 

Condition: Due to the sm all num ber of em ployees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's 
office, only one em ployee is involved in the receipt, recording, and deposit of cash received from the 
indigent defendants. The cash totals about $30,000 to $40,000 in a year. Although receipts are written for 
paym ents, no other em ployee foots the receipts to be sure all m oney received is accounted for. Money is 
held and accum ulated for several days before being deposited. In addition, since collections are non- 
enforceable, statem ents are not sent out to all of the defendants on a regular basis. 

Recom m endation: It was recom m ended that receipts continue to be written every tim e a fee is received. 
Som eone in the office other than the personnel assigned to collection of the fees should foot the receipts 
and trace the total to the am ount deposited into the bank account. It was also recom m ended that m ore tim e 
be spent on the collection of these fees. Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1212 requires daily deposits to be 
m ade w henever practicable. It was suggested that this practice be followed. 

Action Taken 

I agree that because of the sm all num ber of em ployees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board's O ffice, only one em ployee generally handles this function. Another em ployee w ill be assigned in 
the future to check the receipts against the total to be banked as part of a check and balance procedure. 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARr) 

RAPIDES PARISH, LO UISIANA 

MA NAG EM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE ACTIO N PLAN 

YEARS ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1999 AND 1998 

W ith regard to the statem ents not being sent out on a regular basis, I am in the final stage of negotiating 
for a com puter softw are program which will, am ongst other things, ensure that statem ents are sent out to 
defendant who owe a reim bursem ent on a regular basis. This softw are program should ensure that we are 
aM e to collect m ore of the fees due the Public Defenders Office. 

agree that Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1212 requires da y deposits to be m ade whenever practica 


