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Certified Public Accountants 
114 E. Ascension St. 

G onzales, Louisiana 70737 
Phone (504) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial Expense l"und 

Gonzales. Louisiana 

INI)I;;I~ENI)F, NT AI]I)ITORS~ I~EPO 

We have audited the accompanYing compouent unit financial statements of 23rd Judicial Dislrict 
Judicial Expense Fund as of and for Ihe year ended 1)ecem ber 31, 1999. These financial 
slatem ents are Ihe responsibility of II~e Fund's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statem enls based on OUl' audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require: that we plan and perform the atldil Io obtain a reasonable assurance abo~.ll 
whelher the financial statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, 
on a lest basis, evidence supporting Ihe am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An 
audit also inchnles assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as ,,veil as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presen~alion. W e believe that 
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The financial slalem eltls referred to above it~ch~de only tile t'i~mr~cial activities of the com ponent 
unit. Financial activities of the oversighl nnit are not included. 

Since Ihc Frond is no! legally req~ired 1o adopt a budget of revem les aad expendilures, no bndge/ 
to acttlal com parison is presenled. 

la our opinion, lhc com ponen! lm il financial slatem enls referred 1o in Ihe firs! paragraph presenl 
fairly, in all m alcrial respects, the financial position of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial l';xpense 
Fund, as of l)ccem ber 31, 1999 and Ihe results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conform ily w ilh generally accepted accounting principles. 

June 6, 2000 



23RD JUD ICIAL DISTR ICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUN D 

CO M I~IN EI) BALAN CE SItEET - ALL FU NI) TYPES AND ACCO UNT G RO U PS 

ASSETS 

1)I,:C EM BER 31, 1999 

Cash (Note 2) 
Investment (Note 2) 
P, eceivable from Clerk 
of Court's offices 

General fixed assets (Note 3) 

Total assels 

LIABII,ITII~;S & FUND EQUITY 

LIABILITIES: 
A ccounls payable 

FUND EQUITY: 
Investm ent in general 
fixed assets 

Fund balance 

l'otal liabilities & 

fund eqttify 

I)ECEM IIER 31, 1999 

G O VERNM ENTAl, 

_  _!2 UN I~ 'J2 Y! ~ E 
G ENIgRAL 

F!J_~'0_ 

$152,509 
187,285 

14,830 

$ 562 

354 &62 

ACCOUNT 
G RO UP 
G ENERAL TOTAl, 
FIXEI) M EM ORANI)UM  
ASSETS O NI,Y 

92,2_ 3_7 

$92,237 

92,237 

$152,509 
187,285 

14,830 

_ 92,237 

~446,861 

562 

92,237 
354,062 

~ :L4.~  $92,237 $44:6,861 

The accompanying hOleS are an integral part of the statement 



23RD JUi)ICIAL DISTRIC']" JUDICIAL EXPENSE F|JND 

STATEM[ENTS O F REVEN UES AND EXPENDITURES AN D 

CllAN G ES IN FUN D BALA N CE 

G EN EllA 1, FUN I) 

YEAR EN I)ED DECEM BEII 31, 1999 

REV ENU ES: 
Courl fees 
Interest incom e 

Total rovoiHles 

EX PEN DITU RES: 
General Governm ellI: 
Travel and sem inars 

Juror's m eals 
V ehicle allowance 
Supplies 
Professional fees 
D ues & subscrip0ons 
Staff uniform s 
Telephone 

M iscellaneous 
Capital outlays 

Total expenses 

EXCESS O 1," R EVEN IIE O V ER 
I~XPI~N I)IT1JRES 

FUNI) BA1,AN CE, at beginning of year 

FUN D BAI,AN CE, at end of year 

l'he accom panying hOleS are an integral part of lhe statem ent 

$138,853 
_  10 .3~63 

149.216 

19,919 

7,785 
7,394 
3,429 
3,300 
2,244 
2,140 
976 

20 

_  %059 

_ 56 2,2~66 

92,950 

2~ 12 



23111) JU DICIAL I)ISTRICT JU I)ICIAL EX PEN SE FUND 

NO TES TO I'111,', I~'INANCIA L STATEM ENTS 

NO TE 1 - SI1M M ARY O F ACCOUNTING PO LICIES 

The 23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial Expense Fund was eslablished in 1995 under Act No. 435 

which was an axnendnlent to Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The Expense 
Fund was established for the purpose of paying expenses for the Court deem ed necessary by the 
Judges for efficient operations of Ihe court. 

BASIS O F I}RESENT.ATIO N 

The accompanying fitlancial slatements of the 23rd Jtxdjcial 1)istrict Judicial Expense Ftmd 
conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable to governmental units. 
The Governmental Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) is lhe accepted standard-setting body for 
eslablishing governm el~lal accountillg and financial reporting principles. 

!q_N A N f~A[, I~ ]i~POR;l'lN G ENTITY 

GASB Statem ent No. 14 established crileria fox" delex'nfining the governm ental rel)orting entity and 
com ponent units that should be included w ithin the reporting entity. O versight responsibility by 

the Judicial Expense Fm~d is determ ined on the basis of the accountability fox fiscal m atters under 
the conlrol of the Judicial Expense Fund's Judges. 

Because the operations of the Court arc funded by A scension Parish Police Jury governm ent, the 
Fmad w as delerm ined to be a com ponent unit of the Ascension Parish Police Jury, the governing 
body of the parish and the goverum ental body w ith oversight responsibility. The accom panying 
financial statem ents present infornration only on tile flxnds m aintained by tile Judicial l';xpense 
Fux'td and do not present inforxnation on the Ascension Parish Police Jury, the general govermnent 
services provided by that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise tbe 

governm ental reporting entity. 

FU Nl) ACCO U NTIN('_, 

The Judicial Expense Fund uses fimds and account groups Io report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to 
aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent fim ctions or 

activities. 



23RD JUDICIAI~ DISTRICT JU DICIAL EXI'ENSE FU NI) 

N O TES TO TIlE FIN AN C IAL STATEM ENTS 

NOTE l - SUM M ARY OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES - ~CONTINUED 

FU. N I_ _). A CCO_  I.J_NT!N_G~  (CONTI N U EI) 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith self-balancing set of accounts. On tile other band, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabililies thai are not recorded in the fim ds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds of tile Judicial Expense 1,'und are classified as gove,nm ental funds. Governm ental fimds 
account for the Judicial Expense Fund's general aclivities, including the collection and 
disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, the acquisition or construction of general 
fixed assets, and Ihe servicing of general long-term debt. The Judicial Expense Fund m aintains 
the follow ing fund types and account groups: 

Govermnentalfimd t~,p_es thai includes tim General Fund, wlfich is used lo record tim 
general operations of the Judicial Expense Fund. 

Generalfi,e(1 a.s'S_~Ta:, which is used to account for property and equipment purchased 
by lhc General Fund. 

CASII AND CASII E~QUIVAI.ENTS AND INVI~STM ENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits. Cash equivalents include am ounts ill tim e deposits 
and those investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under stale law , the Judicial 
Expense l:und m ay deposit fim ds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e 
deposits w ilh state banks organized under Louisiana law or ally other state of tim Unifies States, 
or under the law s of the U nited States. 

Under state law , tile Judicial Expense Fund m ay invest in U nited States bonds, treasury notes, or 
certificates of del~osit. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 
days; how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash 
equivalents. Investm ents are stated at cost, which includes com pounded interest. 



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSI," FUNI) 

NO TES TO TH E FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES. (CONTINUED 

Fixed assets of governm ental flm ds are recorded as expenditures at tile lim e they are purchased 

o1 conslructed, and tile related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account 
group. N o fixed asset costs have been estim ated. No depreciation has been provided on general 
fixed assets. 

BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

Basis of accotm ting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in tile 
accoulltS and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to tile lim ing of the 
m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

A ll goverlunenl fim ds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Their 
revem ~es are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets. Court 
fees are considered m easurable when in the hands of the clerk of courts and are considered 
revenue at that tim e. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the lnndified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fired liabiliW is incurred, 

~3tJDGGI~q'S A N]) B LJL)(j_I~'LARY Ac~ :oUN_TI_NC_, 

The expense fire d does not use budgelJng as parl of lbeir financial rel)orling 

TOTA L CO LU M NS O N CO M BIN ED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW  

As of D ecem ber 31, 1999, tile total colum ns on the com bined statem ents - overview are captioned 
M em orandum O nly to indicate lhat they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata 
in Ibis colum n does not present financial position, or results of operations in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 
There are no interfutld transactions or balances. 

NO TE 2 - CASII AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash and investm ents consist entirely of a checking accotmt and certificates of deposih These 
deposits and certificates are staled at cost, which approxim ates m arket. 



23RD JUDICIAL I)ISTR1CT JUDICIAL EXI'EN SE FUN D 

N O TES TO TIlE FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENrI'S 

NOTE 2 - CASI! AND INVESTM ENTS - (CONTINUEI)) 

The cerlificates of deposit m ature on a sem i-annual basis, w ith in|erest being com pounded 
m onthly. 

The carrying amount of tim Fund's deposits with financial institutions was $288,068 and the bank 
balance was $289,691. The bank balance is c~dlateralized by the bank as follows: 

Amount insured by the FDIC $151,727 

hw eslm enls that are insured a~d being held by agem _ 1.37~_9654 

Total bank balance 

NO TE 3 - CIlAN G ES IN G EN ERAL FIX EI) ASSETS 

A sum m ary of the changes in general fixed assets follows 

I;quipm ent & Furt~ilure 
Building im provem ents 

$28=9~691 

BALANCE 
I)FCEM BER 31, 1999 

__ _ _ A_99_8. ADI)ITIONS 

$ 74,410 $ 9,059 
8.768 

llA1,ANCE 
I)E(?EM IIEI~t 31 

1999 

$83,469 
_ _8~76_ _88 

Tolal ge rural fixed assets ,5 83~1..78 :$_.9_ 0~ 59 $9 2_ .
__,
237 

NO TE 4 - Y EAR 2000 ISSU E 

The 23rd l)istricl l:und has com pleted an inventory of com puters and other elect,onic equipm ent 
Ihat m ay be affected by the year 2000 issue and thai are necessary to conducting its operation. 
They have identified such system s as being financial reporting and payroll. A ll system s have been 
tested, rem ediaied and validated. 



Certified Pubfic Accountants 
114 E. Ascension Sl. 

Gonzales, t_ouisiana 70737 
Phone (504) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial Expense Fund 
G onzales. Louisiana 

NI)ENT AIJI)ITO RS 
IN'i'ERNAI~ AC( 

REPO RT ON CO M PI ANCE AND 
OUNTING CO NTRO 1,S 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of tile 23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial 
Expense Fund, fi~r the year ended Decelnber 31, 1999 and have issued ore  report thereon dated 
June 6, 2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards 
and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by Ihe Com ptroller General of the United Slates. 

Com~i_'4!!ce 

As par! of oblaining reasonable assm'ance abou| whelher 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Exl)ense 
Fund's financial statem ents are free of n'mlerial m isslalem eut, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance 
w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, and contracts, w ith which could have a direct and 
m aterial efl;ect on the delerm ination of financial statem ent am ounts, llowever, providing an 

ol)inion on comf~liauce with those provisions was not an objective of our audiL, and accordingly, 
we do nol express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Goverm nent Auditing Standards. 

]!~eH~_aJ C~nJ_r~! Q ver_l"inaeci'4! P, el~!'[ing 

In planning and perff)rm ing our audit, we considered 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense 
Fund's inlernal control over financial reporting in order Io determ iue our auditing procedures for 
the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on 
the internal control over financial reporting. O ur co,lsideration of the inlernal control over 
financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atlers in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of tile internal control com ponenls does not reduce Iv a 
relatively low level the risk thai m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation Iv Ihe 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be delected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fim ctions. W e noted no m atters 
involving Ihe internal coulrol over financial reporting and its opera{ion' that we consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 

- 10- 



23rd Judicial D islrict Judicial Expense Fund 

Page 2 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of tile Judges and Legislative Auditor 
aud is not inlended to be and should not be used by anyone olher than these specified parties. 

June 6, 2000 
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231~,1) JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAl. EXPENSI~ FUNI) 

SU Iq:'IA~M EN TA L IN FO R M ATIO N 

YEARS EN DED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

N one 

SCItEI)U LE ()F 

N oJ~e 

gR-DIEM  PAll) TO JUD G ES 
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