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K[EI-I-H O . ROV IRA 
CER1 IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

3 3 3 I M ETAIRIE ROAD 

M ETAIRIE, LOUISIANA 7000 1-5 E'9 7 

INDEPEND ENT AUD ITOR ' S RE PORT 

Board of Comm issioners 
St , Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . 1 
A Component un it of the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury 
Slidell , Lou isiana 

I have audited the accompanying genera] purpose financial statements 
of the St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . i, a component 
un it of the St . Tamm any Parish Police Jury , as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents . These 
genera], purpose financial statements ale the responsibility of the 
management of the St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . ] . 
My responsib ility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statements based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards contained in the Go,~ernment huditinq Standards , issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards require 
that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material 
m isstatem en t . A n aud it in cludes exam in ing , on a test b asis , ev idence 
supp orting the am oun ts and d isclosures in the general pu rpose 
financial statements . An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well 
as eva]uating the overall general purpose financial statement 
presentation . ]: believe that my audit prov ides a reasonable basis for 
my opinion . 

In my opinion , the general purpose financial statements referred to 
above present fairly , in a]] material respects, the financia] position 
of the St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District NO . i, as of 
December 31 , 1999, and the results of operations for the year then 
ended , Jn conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards;, I have also issued a 
report dated May 25 , 2000, on my consideration of the St . Tammany 
Parish Fire Protection District No . l 'S compliance and internal 
contro] over financial reporting based on an audit of financial 
statements performed in accordance with Government Auditin~ Standards 
This report is presented separately after the notes to the financial 
statements of this audit report . 

Keith J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 25 , 2000 
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ST . TAMMANY  P2h~ ISH F I~]~ PROTECTION 
Slidell , Louisiana 

Balance Sheet - A ll Fund Types and 
D ecember 31 , 1999 

A SSET S 
Cash (Note C) 
Investments (Note D) 
Receivab les : 
A d v alorem tax es 
State revenue sharing 
A ccrued interest 
Prepaid insurance 
Land , bu ildings and 
equipment (Note E) 

TOTA L A SSET S 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY 
AND OTHER CRED ITS 

Statem ent A 

Governmental 
Fund - 

G eneral Fund 

Liabilities : 
Payroll deductions payable 
Pension deduction from 
ad vaiorem taxes 

Total Liab ilities 

$184,559 
1 ,651,085 

5 ,600 ,368 
275 ,895 
14 ,953 
22 ,470 

$7,749,330 

$1,334 

173j732 

175j066 

Equity and Other Credits : 
Investm ent in general 
fixed assets 

Fund b a ]an ce : 
Unreserved-undesignated 7~5775~4 264 

D ISTI~IC~' NO . 1 

Account Group s 

A ccoun t 
Group 
General 
Fixed 
A ssets 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

5184,559 
1 ,651 ,085 

5 ,600 ,368 
275 ,895 
14 ,953 
22 ,470 

$5,968~011 5~968,011 

$]~ 717,341 

51,334 

173 ,732 

175 L066 

$5,968,011 5,968,011 

574 ,_264 

Total Equity and 
Other Credits ~ 57~ 26~ 5,9~ 011 ]3,542,275 

TOTA L LIAB ILIT IES , 
EQUITY AND OTHER 
CREDITS $7, 749,330 $5~ 968~ o11 $]~ 717,3 41 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



ST . TAMMANY PAR IS}| FIRE PROTECTION D IS~ ~1CT NO . 1 
Slide]l, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

General Fund 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1999 

Statem ent B 

REVENUES 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Tax on fire insurance premiums 
Interest earnings 
Miscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

EX PEND ITURES 
Salaries and related expenditures 
Capital outlay 
Repairs and maintenance 
Deduction from ad valorem taxes for pension 
Legal and professional services 
Insurance - general liability 
Office supplies 
Telephone and utilities 
M iscellaneous 

Total Expenditures 

(Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance, Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance , End of Year 

~ _4~ 364 

6/5 05~104 

(21,740) 

7~5 96~004 

$7,574~264 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR ICT NO . 1 
Zlidell, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and 
and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

General Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31 , 1999 

REVENUES 
Ad valorem taxes 

Statem ent C 

Budqet A ctual 

Varlance 
Favorable 

_[Unfavorable) 

$5,386,080 $5,686,741 $300,661 
Intergovernmental revenue - 
state revenue sharing 425 ,000 416 ,338 

Tax on fJre insurance prem ium s 145 ,000 152 ,279 
Interest earnings 150,000 173,378 
Miscellaneous 5~ 628 

Total Rev enues 

EXPEND I~[[~ ES 
Salaries 
Building maintenance 
Deductions from ad valorem 
tax e s 

Dues and subscriptions 
Employee schooling 
Equipment maintenance 
General liab ility insurance 
Worker 's compensation 
insurance 

Group health insurance 
Legal fees 
Office supplies 
Professional services 
Gas and diesel fuel 
Retirement - employer 's 
contributions 

Medicare taxes - employer's 
portion 

(8,662) 
7 ,279 

23 ,378 
54 ,628 

6~I06 ,080 6,45~ 64 377,284 

4 ,024 ,000 
30 ,000 

164 ,582 
5 ,000 

30 ,405 
81 ,500 
70 ,000 

96 ,286 
381 ,000 
63 ,000 
30 ,000 
35 ,000 
25 ,000 

4 ,017 ,635 
26 ,614 

173 ,372 
4 ,606 

28 ,773 
82 ,341 
68 .556 

94 , 
378, 
59 , 
33 , 
33 , 
27 . 

509 
875 
317 
997 
778 
108 

400 ,].40 540 ,462 

4],000 41 ,887 

6 ,365 
3 ,386 

(140,322) 

(887) 

(Continued) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR IC T NO . 1 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and 
and Changes Jn Fund Balance - Budget 
(GAAP Basis) and Actual - General Fund 
For the Year Ended December 31 , 1999 

Statement C - Continued 

EXPENDIT[]RES _[CONTINUED 
Station supplies 
Unempl oylllent taxes 
Telephone 
M aintenance contracts 
Safety equipment 
Utilities 
Contingency fund 
Rescue item s expenditure 
Hazardous material expenditure 
Volunteers ' expenditures 
Fire prevention commissions 
Capital outlay : 
Fire fighting equipment 

Bt!dget Actual 

$12,000 
5 ,000 

30 ,000 
25 ,721 

153 ,400 
39 ,000 

147 ,014 
I0 ,000 
7,000 

I0 ,000 
~0 ,000 

O ffice equipment and furniture 1 
Apparatu s 
Communications equipment: 
Computers 
Training aids 
Land 
Training facility 
Rescue equipment 

Bank charges 

Total Expenditures 

Deficiency ) of Revenues 
over Expend itures 

9 ,500 

3 ,800 

$8,063 

30 , 
23 , 

141 , 
38 , 

168 
54 1 
24 8 
508 

79 164 
91 609 
91 688 
9 199 

14 904 
3 4 57 

157 024 
152 962 
21 907 
3 103 

Variance 
Favorable 

lUnfavorable) 

$3,937 
5 ,000 
(168) 

2 ,180 
10 ,152 

492 
147 ,014 

699 
(128) 

5 ,874 
3 ,628 

(55,164) 
17 ,391 
(66,688) 

1 ,533 
(14,904) 

6 ,043 
(157,024) 
(149,162) 
(21,907) 
~ 3,103) 

$6,106~_080 6 ,505,104 (399,024 

Fund Balance , Beginning of Year 

Fund Balan ce . End of Year 

(21,740) 

7~!59i 004 

$121,74 0 

(Concluded) 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTRI~ F NO . 1 
Slidell , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

I NTRODU CT I ON 

The St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . i was created 
by the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury as provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 40 :1492 . The fire district is responsible for fire 
protection in the City of Slidell and the immediate surrounding 
area . The administration of the fire district is governed by a 
board of comm issioners consisting of five members . Two memb ers are 
appointed by the parish governing authority and two by the 
governing body of the municipal corporation in the fire district . 
The fifth member is selected by the other four memb ers and serves 
as chairman . Vacancies are filled by the governing bodies making 
the orig:inal appointments . Board memb ers serve two-year terms . 
The d istrict op erate s six fire station s w ith in the d istrict and 
provides fire protection services in an area covering approximately 
120 square miles . In addition to fire protection service, the 
district also p rov ides fire prevention service to the public . 

Board members serve w ithout compensation 

NOT E A - SUMMA RY O F S IGN IF ICAN T ACCOUNT ING POL IC IES 

1 Ba 
Th 
th 

s o f Pre sen tatio 
accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection D istrict No . 1 have 

been prepared in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental 
units . The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB 
is the accepted standard -setting body for establish ing 
governmental accounting and financial reporting 
principles . 

R eportinq Entity 
A s the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes , the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury is the 
financial reporting entity for St . Tammany Parish . The 
financial reportin9 entity consists of (a) the primary 
government (St . Tammany Parish Police Jury), 
(b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with 
the primary government are such that exclusion would cause 
the reporting entity 's financial statements to be 
m isleading or incomplete . 



ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR ICT NO . I 
S~idell , Lou isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decen~ er 31 , 1999 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED1 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 
established criteria for determ ining which component units 
should be considered part of the St . Tammany Parish Police 
Jury for financial reporting purposes . The basic 
criterion for including a potential component unit within 
the reporting entity is financial accountability . The 
GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determining financial accountability . This criteria 

includes : 

1 

2 

3 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's 
governing body , and 

a 

b 

police jury to 
that organization 

jury does not 
fiscally 

Organizations for which the reporting entity 's 
financial statements would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of 
the nature or significance of the relationship . 

Even though the district operates independently of the 
police jury, the exclusion from the police jury's 
financial statements would cause the police jury's 
financial statements to be misleading or incomplete . 
Also, the police jury's ability to impose its will on the 
d istrict is indicated by the ab ility to rem ove appointed 
m embers of the district 's board at w ill . Becau se of these 
reasons, the district is determined to be a component unit 
of the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury . 



NOTE A 
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ST . TAMMAN Y PAR IS}{ FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR ICT NO . 1 
Slidell , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

i0 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Fund A ccoun tina 
The district uses a fund (General Fund) and an account 
group (General Fixed Assets Account Group) to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations. 
Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions and 
activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- 
balancing set of accounts . On the other hand , an account 
group is a financial reporting dev ice designed to prov ide 
accountability for certain assets and l/abilities that are 
not recorded in the funds because they do not directly 
affect net expendable available financial resources . 

The General Fund of the district is classified as 
a governmental fund . The General Fund accounts for the 
district's general activities, including the collection 
and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies 
the acqu isition or construction of general fixed assets, 
and the servicing of general long-term debt . It is the 
general operating fund of the fire protection district . 
It accounts for all financial resources, except those 
required to be accounted for in other funds . 

4 . Ba sis of A ccountin~ 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied 
to a fund is determined by its measurement focus . The 
General Fund is accounted for using a current financial 
resources measurement focus . With this measurement focus, 
only current assets and liabilities general]y are included 
on the balance sheet . Operating statements of this fund 
present increases and decreases in net current assets . 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the 
General Fund , and it uses the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures : 

R ev enu es -- 
Ad valorem taxes and the state revenue sharing 
are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed . 
Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis 
become due on November 15 of each year , and become 
delinquent on December 3] . The taxes are generally 
collected in Decemb er of the current year and January 
and February of the ensuing year . 



ST . TAMMAN Y PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR I(~  NO . I 
Slidell , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

11 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

are recorded when the 
matured and the 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when 
received . 

Expenditures -- 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred . 

Budgets 
The district published the proposed budget for the General 
Fund in the official journal on December 3, 1998. A 
public hearing was held for the proposed budget on 
December 14 and 15 , 1998, and the board adopted the budget 
on December 15 , 1998 . The budget is prepared and reported 
on the m odified accrual basis of accounting . All 
appropriations lap se at year end . Folmlal budget 
integration within the accounting records is employed 
as a management control device during the year . Changes 
or amendments are made upon the approval of the board . 
Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial 
statements include the original adopted budget and all 
subsequent amendments . 

Ca sh and Inv estm en t s 
Cash includes amounts in interest bearing demand deposits 
Under state law , the district may deposit funds in demand 
deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market 
accounts, and time deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their 
principal offices in Louisiana . 

Ad Valorem Tax Receivables 

States 

stated 

Ad valorem tax receivable is net of an uncollectible 
allowance of 5% of the revenue from ad valorem tax 
a sse ssm en t s . 



NOTE A 
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PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTRI~ F N O . 1 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decen~ber 31 , 1999 

12 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

eo a l~ ~n su r 
Paym ents were made during the year for insurance 
that covered a period of several months beyond 
December 31, 1999 . The portion of the payments 
applicable to the period after December 31, 1999, was 
recorded as prepaid insurance because the expenditure 
was not yet incurred as of that date . 

Fixed Assets 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time 
pu rcha sed , donated , or con structed , and the re]ated assets 
are capitalized and reported in the genera] fixed assets 
account group . Public domain or infrastructures are not 
capitalized . No depreciation has been provided 
on general fixed assets . Fixed assets purchased or 
constructed are valued at historical cost . 

i0 . Compensated Ab sences 
Employees of the fire protection district are entitled to 
]8 to 30 days of annual leave each year , depending on 
their years of service . Sick leave is granted to each 
regular employee for a period of not more than 52 weeks . 
The cost of current leave privileges, computed in 
accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is 
recogn ized as a current-year expenditure in the General 
Fund when leave is actual]y taken . Annual and sick leave 
cannot be carried over ; therefore , there are no 
accumulated leave benefits required to be reported in 
accordance with GASB Codification Section C60 . 

]I . L 

12 

on~ -term ObliQations 
The district did not have any long-term obligations at the 
year 's end . 

Encumbrances 
The district does not use encumbrance accounting 

13 . Total Colunhns on Financial Statements 
The total columns on the statements are captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that they are presented only 
to facilitate financial analysis . Data in these columns 
does not present financial position or results of 
operations in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles . Neither is such data comparable 
to a consolidation . 



ST . TAMM AN Y PA ~ ISH F IRE PROTRCT ION D ISTR IC t NO . I 
S]idell , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Ztatements 
Decemb er 31 , 1999 

NOTE B - LEV IED TAX ES 

13 

The district authorized and levied a 35-mili ad valorem tax 
for operations and maintenance for 1999 . 

The following are the principal taxpayers of the district 

Central La . Elect . CO . 
BellSou th Inc . 
Bank One 
McKesson Corp . 
Sizeler Northshore Ltd 
Hibern ia National Bank 
Halter Marine 
Lou isiana Gas Ser 
N orth shore Region 
Health Care Prop . 

Type of 
Business 

Assessed 
Valuation 

Utility $9, 
Telephone 7 , 
Banking 4, 
Pharmaceutical 3, 
Developer 2, 
Financial 2 , 
Boat sales 2 , 

CO . Utility 
M ed . H ealth care 
Ptfshp .H ealth care 

401 ,920 
132 ,260 
728 ,400 
224 ,420 
580 ,650 
242 ,120 
030 ,540 

2 ,019 ,099 
Z ,%~2 ,220 

~ 583~IIQ 

Percentage of 
T otal A ssessed 

Valuation 

$36,824~73c~ 20.95% 

The total assessed valuation for all taxpayers at 
December 31, 1999 was $175,84],564. This figure was 
used in calculating the percentage of the "assessed 
valuation of each of the ten largest taxpayers" listed 
above to the "total assessed valuation for all taxpayers." 

NOTE C - CASH 

At December 31, 1999, the carrying amount (boo}[ ba]ance 
of a]] cash of the district is as follows : 

Interest bearing demand 
deposit account 

Petty cash 

Total 

$184,459 
i00 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market 



ET . TAN~MANY P2h~ ISH F IR~ PROTEO TION  D IS?~ ICT NO . i 
Slidell , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

NOTE C ~ CASH (CONTINUED) 

14 

Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting bank 
balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the 
pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The 
market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent . These securities are held in 
the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties . 
At December 31, 1999, the district had $452,960 in deposits 
(collected bank balances). These deposits were secured from 
risk by federal depository insurance totaling $i00,000. The 
deposits that were secured by pledged secuzities held by the 
custedia] bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB 
Category 3) totaled $352,960. 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :1229 imposes a 
st&tutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within I0 days of being notified 
by the district that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

NOTE D - ]INV ESTMENTS 

At December 31 , 1999 , the district had investments with a 
total carrying value at cost of $1,651,085, and a market 
value of $],637,725. The investments are in the name of the 
custodian bank in its investment div ision . Because these 
repurchase agreements are not in the name of the district and 
are not held by the district or its agent, the investments are 
considered uninsured and unregistered (GASB Category 3) in 
applying the credit risk of GASB Codification Section I50 .164 . 



ST . TAMMANY PARISH FIRR PROTECT ION D ISTR IC F NO . I 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31, 1999 

NOTE E - CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Land 
Buildings 
Equipment and 
furniture 

15 

Balance Balance 
January I , December 31 , 

1999 Additions Deductions 1999 

$258,118 
1 ,397 ,206 

$157,024 
152 ,962 

$415,142 
1 ,550 ,168 

1 ,854~ 636 2Oj~ 270 $53,20~~ 4 ,002 7~7Q!01 

$5,509~ 96_0_ $_53!~ 256 $53,20~t 

NOT E F - PEN S ION PLAN 

Plan Description - Louisiana Firefi~h 
Substantially all employees of the St 

rs ' Ret 

$5,968,011 

rem ent Sy stem 
Tammany Parish Fire 

Protection District No . 1 are members of the Louisiana 
Firefighters' Retirement System (System ), a cost-sharing 
multiple-employer defined benefit plan adm inistered by a 
separate board of trustees . 

Membership in the Louisiana Firefighters' Retirement System 
is mandatory for all full-time firefighters employed by a 
municipality , parish or fire district that did not enact an 
ordinance before January i , ]980, exemp ting itself from 
participation in the System . Employees are eligible to retire 
at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of creditable 
service or at or after age 50 with at least 20 years of 
creditable service . Upon retirement, members are entitled to 
a retirement benefit , payable monthly for life , equal to three 
and one-third percent of their final-average salary for each 
year of creditable service, not to exceed i00 percent of their 
final-average salary . Final-average salary is the employee 's 
average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average . Employees who terminate with at 
least 12 years of service stated above and do not withdraw 
their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 (or 
at or after age 50 with at least 20 years of creditable 
service at termination) and receive the benefit accrued to 
the ir date of term ination . 



ST . TAMMANY PA R ISH F IRE PROTEC I'ION D ISTR ICT N O . l 
Slidell , Lou isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
Decemb er 31 , 1999 

NOTE F - PENSION PLANS (CONTINUE[)) 

The System also provides 
Benefits are established 

death and disab ility benefits 
by state statu te . 

16 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System . The report may be 
obtained by writing to the Louisiana Firefighters' Retirement 
System , Post Office Box 94095, Baton Rouge , Louisiana 70804 , 
or by calling (504) 925-4060 . 

_F~n]d ~ nq P o_licy 
For the year ended D ecemb er 31 , 1999 , m emb ers of the Sy stem 
are required to contribute 8 .0% of their annual covered salary 
all(] the district (employer) is required to contribute at an 
actuarially determ ined rate . The employer con tribution rate 
J s 9 .0% of annual covered payroll . The contribution 
requ:irements of plan menlbers and the district are established 
and may be amended by state statute . As provided by Louisiana 

The fire district's (employer) contributions to the System for 
the years ended Decemb er 31, 1999 , 1998 and 1997 , were 
$385,340, $359,239 and $314,756, respectively . These amounts 
equaled the required contribution amounts for those years . 

]an Descrintion - Paroch i tirement System 
Three employees of the St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection 
District NO . 1 are meu~bers of the Parochial Employees' 
Retirement System of Louisiana (PERS), a cost-sharing, 
multiple-employer defined pension benefit plan administered by 
a separate board of trustees . PERS is composed of two 

A and Plan B , w ith separate assets and 
A ll employees of the district are memb ers 

A]] permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who 
are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected 
parish officials are eligible to participate in PERS . 



ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH FIRE PROTECT ION D ISTR I~ F NO . I 
Slldell, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
December 31 , 1999 

NOTE F -- PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 
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retirement benefit, payable monthly for life , equa] to 3 
percent of the memb er's final-average salary for each year of 
creditable service . However , for those employees who were 
members of the supplemental plan only , prior to January i, 
1980 , the benefit is equal to one percent of the final- 
average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental plan 
only service earned prior to January i, 1980 . Final-average 
salary is the employee 's average salary over the 36 
consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. 
Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable 
service stated above and do not withdraw their employee 
contributions may retire at the ages specified above and 
receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination . 
PERS also provides death and disability benefits . Benefits 
are established by state statute . 

PERS issues an annual public].y available financial report that 
includes financial statements and required supplementary 
information for PERS . The report may be obtained by writing 
to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System , Post Office 
Box 14619, Baton Rouge , Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling 
(504) 928-1361 . 

Fun(i~ns Policy 
Under Plan A , memb ers of PERS are required to contribute 9 .5% 
of their annual covered salary and the district, is required to 
contribute at an actuarially determined rate . The employer 
contribu tion rate for the year ended Decemb er 31 , ].999 is 
7 .75% of annual covered payro]] . Contributions to PERS also 
include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be 
collectible by the tax rolls of each parish , except: Orleans 
and East Baton Rouge Parishes . These tax dollars are div ided 
between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the 
salaries of the active members of each p lan . The contribution 
requirements of plan memb ers and the district are established 
and may be amended by state statute . As provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 11 :103 , the employer contributions are 
determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change 
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior 
fiscal year . 

The fire district's (employer) contributions to PERS under 
Plan A for the years ended December 31 , 1999, [[998 and 1997 
were $8,591, $11,260 and $6,996, respectively , and these 
amounts equaled the required contributions for each year . 
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NOTE F - PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED ) 
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Dur:ing 1999, the three employees that were mend ers in the 
Parochial Employees' Retirement System were transferred into 
the Lou isiana Firefighters' Retirement System . Any future 
contributions, distributions or benefits paid for these three 
employees will be to the Louisiana Firefighters' Retirement 
System . 

NOTE G - LIT IGAT ION 

As of December 31 , 1999 , the fire district was involved in 
several lawsuits . Based on information received from its 
legal counsel , the district believes that no liability of a 
material nature has been incurred , nor has an asset of the 
fire district been materially impaired as a result of these 
law su its . Therefore , no prov ision shou ld be made in the fire 
d~strict 's financial statements for any liability related to 
these law su its as of D ecemb er 31 , 1999 . 
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ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH F IRE PROTECTION D IStr ICT N O . 1 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Supplemental Information Schedules 
Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decemb er 33_. 1999 

Referen ce N o .: i 

Fiscal Year Findinq Initiall~  Occurred : Has existed from 
inception . 

Correctiv e A ction and Add itional Explanation 
of th is inadequacy in the internal 
feels that to employ such controls 
No action wil] need to be taken . 
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Managem ent is aware 
control structure , however , it 
would not be cost beneficial . 



 

ST . TAMMANY PAR ISH F IR~ PROTECT ION D ISTR IC F N O . i 
Slidell, Lou isiana 

Supplemental Information Schedules 
Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1999 

Reference No .: 1 

Fiscal Year Finding Initial]~  Occurred : Has existed from 
inception . 

Corrective A ction and Additional Explanation 

21 

M anagem ent is aware 
of this inadequacy in the internal control structure , however , it 
feels that: to employ such controls would not be cost: beneficial . 
No action will need to be taken . 

Contact P6!rson : 
Steve Farr/s, 
Ch airm an of the Board 

Slidell , I,ou isiana 

Anticipatej q~ letion Date Not applicable 
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REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AND ON INTERNA L 
F INAN C IA L REPORT ING BA SED ON AN  

FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUD ITING STA~ 
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FAX (504) 83 1-4042 

CONTROL OVER 
AUD IT OF 
ACCORI)AN CI~ 
~ A BDS 

Board o f Comm iss~ioners 
St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . 1 
A Component unit: of the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury 
Slidell . Lou isiana 

I have audited the 9eneral purpose financial statements of the 
St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . i, a component unit 
of the St . Tammany Parish Police Jury , as of and for the year ended 
Decemb er 31 , 1999 , and have issued my report thereon dated 
May 25, 2000 . I conducted my audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditin~ Standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . 

Co~ liance 
AS a part: of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
St . Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No . l's genera] purpose 
financia] statements are free of material m isstatement , I performed 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations and contracts , noncomp]iance w ith wh ich could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of the financial 
statement: amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance 

Internal Control Over Financial R _e9 
In planning and performing my audit 
Parish Fire Protection District No . 

I considered the St . Tammany 
l's internal control over 

financial reporting in order to determine my auditirlg procedures 
for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose 
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financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting . However, I noted a matter 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operations that I consider to be reportable condition . Reportable 
conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
control over financial reporting that, in my judgement, could 
adversely affect the board 's ability to record , process, summarize 
and report financial data consistent with the assertions of 
management in the genera]_ purpose financial statements . I noted 
that, as a material weakness, the size of the board 's operations 
and its limited staff preclude an adequate segregation of duties 
and other features of an adequate system of internal accounting 
control . Management is aware of this inadequacy in the internal 
control structure , however , it feels that to employ such controls 
would not be cost benefleial . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design 
or operation of one or more of the internal control components does 
not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in 
amounts [;hat would be material in relation to the general purpose 
financial statements being audited may occur and not: be detected 
within a timely period by employees in the normal course of 
performing their assigned functions . My consideration ef the 
internal control over financial reporting wou ld not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be 
reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to he 
m aterial weaknesses . However , I considered the reportable 
condition described above to be a material weakness .. 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and the 
State of Lou isiana Legislative Aud itor and should not be used for 
any other purpose . This restriction is not intended to limit the 
distribution of this report which , upon acceptance by the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is a matter of pub/it record . 

KeJth J . Rov ira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 25 , 2000 


