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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' P~EPORT 

Hon orab le Ju dge H . W ard Fontenot 
38th Jud icial District Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
Cameron , Lou isiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements 
of the 38th Jud icial District Court Judicial Exp ense Fund a 
component unit of the Cameron Parish Police Jury , Cameron , 
Louisiana , as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, as 
listed in the table of contents . These component unit 
financial statements are the responsibility of the 
District~ 's management . Our responsibility is to e>~ ress an 
opinion on these component unit financial statements based on 
our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and government auditing standards~ issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purp ose 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . An 
audit includes exam ining , on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and d~sclosures in the general purp ose 
financial statements . An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management , as well as evaluating the overall general purp ose 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit 
prov ides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion , the component unit financial statements 
referred to above present fairly , in all material respects , 
the financial position of the 38th Judicial District court 
Judicial Exp ense Fu nd as of Decemb er 31 , 1999 , and the 
results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conformity w ith generally accepted accounting principles . 



In accordance with Government Auditing Standards~ we have 
also issued our report dated June 14, 2000 on our 
consideration of the District 's internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with 
certain prov isions of laws , regu lations , contracts and 
grants . 

: / 9 /~ 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14 , 2000 



THIRTY-EIG HTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

CAM ERON, LOUISIANA 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 
DECEM BER 31, 1999 

Cash (Note 5) 
Due from oth er Gov ernm ents 
Equ ipment (Note 2) 

Total A ssets 

L _~ A B I b I T I E _S. _A N D F U _N 

Liabilities : 
A ccounts Payable 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equ ity : 
Investment in General Fixed 

A ssets 
Fund Balance : 

Unreserved - Undesignated 
Total Fund Equity 

Total Liabilities and Fund 
Equ ity 

Governmental 
Fund TvDe 

General 
Fund 

$ 22,733 
2 ,360 

$ 25,093 

251093 
25 ,093 

$ 25,093 

I T Y 

The acco~pany ing notes are an integral part of this statement 



A ccount 
Group 

Genera]. 
Fixed A ssets 

$ 

33 ,3.54  

33 ,354 

33 ,35 4 

!3,354 

$ 33,354 

Total 
(Memorandum Onlff~  

$ 

1999 

22 ,733 
2 ,360 

58 ,447 

33 ,354 

25_ ~ _093 
5-- 8 ,447 

$ 58,447 



THIRTY-EIGHTH ~EIJDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIA L EX PENSE FUND 

CAME RON ... LOUISIANA 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANG ES 

N FUN[) BALANCES - GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

REVENU ES 
Court Fees 

EXPENDIrlq)RES 
Judicial 

Audit Fees 
Dues & subscriptions 
office 
Salaries & Payroll Taxes 
Serainars and Travel 
Supplies 

Capital Outlay 

TOTA L EXPENDITURES 

Excess o f rev enues ov er 
expenditures 

Fund Balance at beginning of year 

1999 

$ 25,315 

30 ,842 

(5,527) 
30 ,620 

Fund Balance at end of year 25,093 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

THIRTY-EIG HTH J_ _l,~ l I_Q~_L. DISTRICT COURT_ 
JUDIC IA L EXPENSE FUND 
CAM ERON, LOUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 
N FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - 

GENERAL FUND TYPE 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

REV ENU ES 
Court Fees 

BUDG ET 

VAR IANCE 
FAV ORABLE 

ACTUAL (UNFAVOR.) 

$25,000 $ 25,315 315 

EXPEN DIT URES 
Judicial 

Audit Fees 1 ,500 
Dues & Subscriptions 45 
Office 7 ,500 
Salaries & Payroll Taxes 2,3.50 
Seminars and Travel 7,700 
Supplies 900 

Capita] Outlay 12 ,000 

TOTA L EXPENDITURES 31 ,795 

Excess o f! rev enues ov er 
expenditures 

Fund Balance at beginning 
(6,795) 
30 ,620 

Fund Balance at end of year 23,825 

1 ,500 
44 

7 ,418 
2 ,123 
7 ,7 07 

899 
ii ,151 

30 ,842 

(5,527) 
30 ,620 

25 ,093 

1 
82 
27 

7) 
1 

8 49 

953 

1 ,268 
0 

1 ,268 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



INT RODUCT ION 

THIRTY-EIG HTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
CAM ERON, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINA NC IA L STATEM ENTS 

The 38th Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 
was created by Louisiana Rev ised Statute 13:996.51. This 
fund was established "for any purpose or purposes connected 
w ith , incidental to , or related to the proper administration 
or function of the court or the offices of the individual 
judges and is supplemental and in addition to any and all 
other funds, salaries, expenses, or other monies provided , 
authorized , or established by law for these purposes." Until 
September , 1992, the accounting for these funds was performed 
by the Cameron Parish Police Jury . At that time , the 
District Judge authorized the remaining funds under the 
Police Jury 's control to be transferred to the Crim inal Court 
Fund to be used to offset expenses of the District Court . 
Any new collections and subsequent disbursements were 
accounted for through this fund . 

This fund is a function of the Cameron Parish District Court 
system , wh ich is a component unit of the Cameron Parish 
Police Jury , and as such this fund is also a component unit 
of the Cameron Parish Police Jury. This report includes all 
of the funds relating to the Judicial Exp ense Fund itself as 
of December 31, 1999 but not the District court . 

i o 

A . 

The accompanying component unit financial statements of the 
38th Judicial District Court Judicial Exp ense Fund , a 
component unit of the Cameron Parish Police jury, have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) was 
established to promulgate generally accepted accounting 
principles and reporting standards with respect to activ ities 
and transactions of state and local governmental entities. 



B . REPORTING ENT ITY 

A s 
purpose 
reporti 
entity 
(b) org 
financi 
natu re 
primary 
reporti 
incompl 

the governing authority of the parish , for 
, the Cameron Parish Police Jury is the fin 
g entity for Cameron Parish . The financial 
onsists of (a) the primary government (poli 
nizations for which the primary government 
1 accountable, and (c) other organizations 
nd significance of their relationship with 
government are such that exclusion would ca 
g entity 's financial statements to be misle 
te . 

porting 
cial 
eporting 
jury), 

r which 
e 
e th e 
ing or 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 
established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the Cameron Parish Police Jury 
for financial reporting purposes . The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountability . This criteria includes: 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's 
governing body , and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its 
will on that organization and/or 

2. Organizations of which the police jury does not 
appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent 
on the police jury. 

3 . Organizations for which the reporting entity 
financial statements would be misleading if data of 
the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

Because of one or m ore of the reasons stated above , the 
District was determined to be a component unit of the Cameron 
Parish Police Jury , the financial reporting unit . The 
accompanying financial statements present information only on 
the Judicial Expense Fund maintained by the District and do 
not present information on the police jury, the general 
government services prov ided by the governmental unit , or the 
other governmental units that comprise the financial 
reporting entity . 

i0 



C . 

The Agency uses funds and account groups to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations . 
Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance 
and to aid financial management by segregating transactions 
relating to certain government functions or activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a 
self-balancing set of accounts . On the other hand , an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities 
that are not recorded in the funds because they do not 
directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

General Fund 

Th e Gene 
Agency and is us 
subsequent disbu 
collected by the 
de fendant w ho is 
gu ilty , or who f 
expenditures are 

ral Fund is the principal fund of the 
ed to account for the fund 's collection and 
rsement of the specifically designated fee 
clerk of court or sheriff from every 
conv icted a fter tr ial of after p lea of 

orfeits h is bond . General operating 
paid from this fund . 

D . BA S IS O F A CCOUN T ING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and 
expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in 
the financial statements . Basis of accounting relates to the 
timing of the measurements made , regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . 

The governmental fund is accounted for using the 
modified accrual basis of accounting . The revenues are 
recognized when they become measurable and available as net 
current assets. The Fund does consider the collections 
described above to be susceptible to accrual . 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability 
is incurred . 

Ii 



E . BUD<~ f PRACTICE~ 

Budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally 
accepted accounting principles. Annual appropriated budgets 
are adopted for the General Fund . All annual appropriations 
lapse at: fiscal year end . 

F . EN CUM })RAN CES 

The Agency does not use encumbrance accounting . 

G . CAS~ ~ND rASH EOUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, 
interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts 
Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those 
investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. 
Under state law , the assessor may deposit funds in demand 
deposits , interest-bearing demand deposits, money market 
accounts , or t ime deposits w ith state banks organ ized under 
Lou isiana law and national banks hav ing their principal 
offices in Louisiana . 

Investments are limited by R .S . 33:2955 and the Agency 's 
investment policy . If the original maturities exceed 90 day 
they are classified as investments; however if the original 
maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash 
equ ivalents . 

H . PREPA ID I TEM S 

The Agency 's policy is to 
period purchased . This policy 
the financial statements . 

I . FIXE!~ ~SSETS 

expenses all items ill the 
does not materially misstate 

Fixed assets used in the governmental fund type 
operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the 
general fixed assets account group , and are recorded as 
expenditures in the governmental fund when purchased . Fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost and no depreciation has 
been provided on the genera] fixed assets . 

12 



 

The 
with the 
involved 

J . 

a r e 

will 
empl 

pays 
does 

K . LONG.-TERM OBLIGATION S 

BENEFITS 

s 

ly 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the 
General Fund are reported in the general long-term 
obligations account group . Expenditures for principal and 
interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in 
the General Fund when due . 

L. FUND EQUIq~ 

R e sorv e s 

Designated Fund Balance 

DesJgnated fund balance represents tentative plans for 
future use of financial resources. 

M . TOTAL (~OLUMNS ON STATEMENT~ 

The total columns on the statements are captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that they are presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not 
present financial position or results of operations in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles . 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation . 

13 



2 . CHANGES I_ NN GENE RA L F IXED A SSETS 

Changes in general fixed assets are summarized as 
follows : 

1999 

Balance - beginning $22,203 

Additions 
Deletions 

Balance - ending 

3 . CA SH_  AND RE LATED INVESTMENT S 

At December 31 , 1999 , 
equivalents (book balances) 

Demand Deposits 
Time Deposits 

Total 

ii ,151 

33 ,354 

the Agency has cash and cash 
totaling $22,733 as follows: 

$ 22,733 

22 ,733 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category #3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a 
statutory requ irement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified 
by the Agency that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

14 



5. EXPENDITURES OF THE AGEN _C~ NOT INCLUDED IN _THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT S 

The Cameron Parish Police Jury provided the office space 
and utilities for the Agency 's office for the year ended 
December 31, 1999. Expenditures for these items are not 
reflected in the accompanying financial statements . 

6 . J UDC~EMENT S , CLA IM S , AND SIM ILAR CONT INGENC IES 

Management has represented that there is no litigation 
pending against the Judicial Exp ense Fund at December 31, 
1999 . 

15 
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REPO RT C)N CO M PLIA NCE A ND O N INTERNA L CO NTRO L OV ER FINA NCIA L 
REPO RTING BASED O N AN A UDIT O F FINANCIAL STATEM F'NTS PERFO RM ED 

IN ACCO RDA NC E W ITH G OV ERNM ENT A UDITING STA NDA R DS 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of 
the 38th Judicial District Court Judicial Exp ense Fund , a 
component unit of the Cameron Parish Police Jury , as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 14 , 2000. We conducted our audit 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditinq Standards~  issued by the Comptroller 
General ef the United States . 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
38th Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 's 
component unit financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement , we performed tests of its compliance w ith 
certain prov isions of law s , regu lations , contracts and 
grants , noncompliance w ith wh ich cou ld hav e a d irect and 
material effect on the determ ination of financial statement 
amounts . However , providing an opinion on compliance w ith 
those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly , we do not exp ress such an opinion . The results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are 
required to be reported under Governmen~ Auditinq Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reportio_q 

In planning and perform ing our audit , we considered the 38th 
Judicial District Court Jud icial E~ )ense Fund 's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to 
determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
exp ressing our opinion on the general purp ose financial 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control structure over financial reportlng . Our 
consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the 
internal control over financial reportimg that might be a 
material weaknesses . A material weakness is a condition in 
which the design or operation of one or more of the internal 
control components does not reduce to a relativ ely low level 
the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be material 
in relation to the component unit finanGial statements being 

16 



audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period 
by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the 
internal control over financial reporting and its operation 
that we consider to be material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of the 38th 
Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 's management 
and Legislative Auditor 's Office . However, this report is a 
matter of public record , and its distribution is not limited . 

June 14~ 2000 

17 



THIRTY-EIG HTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT CO URT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

CAMERON , LOU ISIANA 

SCHEDUI~  OF CURRENT FINDING AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
FOR THE YEAR  ENDED DECEM BER 31 , 1999 

SECTION 1 SUMMARY OF AUDITORS' REPORTS/RESULTS 

A . 

B . 

The type of report issued on the financial statements 
was an unqualified opinion . 

Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to 
the Financial Statements 

Internal Control Material Weaknesses Yes X No 
Internal Control Reportable Condition Yes X No 

Compliance Material to Financial Statements Yes X No 

c . Federal Aw ard s 

Not applicable 

D . A m~nagement letter was not issued . 

SECTION II F INAN CIA L STATEMENT FIND INGS 

None 

18 



THIRTY-EIG HTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT 
JUDICIA L EX PENSE FUND 

CAMERON , LOU ISIANA 

SUM MAR Y SCHEDULE OF PR IOR AU DIT FINDINGS 
FOR THE YEAR EN DED DECEMBER 31 t 1999 

Prior audits have included a finding for "inadequate 
segregation of duties" on which the Agency has stated that 
the costs to establish proper segregation of duties would be 
more than the benefits obtained . Therefore, we believe that 
the finding does not warrant further action . 

19 



THIRTY-EIG HTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT CO URT 
JU DICIAL EX PENSE FUND 

CAM ERON , LOU ISIANA 

CORRECTIVE A CT ION PLAN FOR 
CURRENT YEAR AUDIT FIN DINGS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999 

THERE WERE NO AUDIT FINDING OR MANAGEMENT LETTER COMMENTS FOR 
THE CURRENT YEAR . 
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