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STAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC  

IND EPEN D EN T A UD ITOR 'S REPOR T 

ttonorable W altcr N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Lafourche Parish, I,ouisiana 

W e have audited the acco m panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the District Attorney 
of the Sevcntce nth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended  
Dec em ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem cnls 
are the responsibility of the D istrict Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourchc 
Parish, Louisiana's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general- 
purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained  in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the 
Com ptroller General of the United  States. Those standards require that we plan and perfonn the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the fnancial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence  supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used  and significant estim ates m ade by m anagenaent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purp ose financial statem ents referred  to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the D istrict A ttorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana as of Dec em ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended , in conformity with generally accepted  accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
January 20, 2000 on our consideration of the D istrict Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, 
Lafou,'che Parish, Louisiana's intern al control over financial reporting and our tests of its 
com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, COntracts and grants. That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed  in accordance  w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards and 

should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit 
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D istrict Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict 
Lafourche Parish, l,ouisiana 
Page 2 

O ur audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion oil the general-puq~ose financial 
statemenls. The supplem ental information in the table of contents is presented for the purposes of 
additional analysis, and is not a required  part of the general-purpose financial statem ents of the 
District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. Such information has 

been subjected to auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general pmt)ose financial 
statem ents, and in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all m aterial respects, in relation to the general 
purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

S tatgnl ~_W G mpan~ 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
January 20, 2000 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 
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REVENUES 

DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL. DISTRICT 
LAFO URCHE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 

Commissions 
Grant income 
Interest 
Total Revenues 

EXPEND[ll.,~ , 

Combined Slatement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
All Governmental Fund Types 

Current: 

General government - judicial 
Personnel services 
"[ravel and conventions 
Office operations 
Dues and subscriptions 
Postage 
Court Cost 
Insurance 
IV-D program expenditures 
Total curront expenditures 

Capital oullay 
Debt Service: 
Principal 
Interest 

TotalExpenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Operating Iransfers in (out) 
Total other finaincin9 sources (uses 

For the year ended December 31, 1999 

General 
Fund 

$104,676 
106,000 
2,175 

212,851 

24,146 
54,872 
14,639 

59 
93 

65,512 

159,321 

O 

4,965 
172 

164,458 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

$530,656 
108,526 
10,226 

649.407 

219,581 
462 

13,512 

10,500 

2,340 
164,603 
410.998 

410.998 

Total 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$635,332 
214,526 
12,400 
862,258 

219,581 
24,608 
68,384 
14,639 
10,559 

93 
67,852 
164,603 
570,319 

0 

4,965 
172 

575.456 

48,393 238,409 286,802 

50,000 
50,000 

(50,000) 
(50,000) 

o 
o 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDIFURES AND OTHER 
FINANCING USES 98,393 188,409 286,802 

EUNP BALANCE~ 
Beginning ofyear 
End ofyear 

96,028 
$194,421 

483,366 
$671,775 

See notes to financial statements 

579,394 
$866,196 

Statement B 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
LA FO U RC H E PA R IS H, LO U ISIA NA 

[:LEYENUES 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (Non-GAAP) and Actual - General Fund 

Commissions 
Grant from the Parish 
Interest 
Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURE~ 

Current: 

General government - judicia 
Travel and conventions 
Office operations 
Dues and subscriptions 
Postage 
Coud costs 
insurance 

Total current expenditures 

Capital outlay 

Debt Service: 
Principal 
Interest 

Total Expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1999 

Budget 

$85,OOO 

2.000 

Actua 

$101,348 
106,000 
2,175 

87,000 209,523 

22,200 
54,700 
18,500 

700 
300 

66,800 
163.200 

5,000 

0 
0 

168.200 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures (81,200) 

Operating transfers in (out) 50.000 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENEUS 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 

FINANCING USES (31,200) 

FUND BALANCLI~  
Beginning of year 
End of year 

90,600 
$59,400 

24,351 
54,872 
14,639 

59 
93 

65,293 
159.307 

4,965 
172 

164,444 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$16,348 
$106,000 

175 
122.523 

(2,151) 
(172) 
3,861 
641 
207 

1.507 
3.893 

(4,965) 
(172) 

3.756 

45.079 126.279 

50.000 0 

95,079 126.279 

99,935 
$195,014 

See notes to financial statements 

9,336 
$135,614 

Statement C 



DISI'RICT ATTO RNEY O F THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
LA FO U RC HE PA RISH, LO UISIA NA 

REVENUES 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (Non-GAAP) and Actual -Special Revenue Funds 

Commissions 
Grant Income 
Interest 
Total Revenues 

EXPE NDIT~J~ E~ 

Current: 

General government - judicia 
Personnel services 
Office operations 
Postage 
Travel and convention 
Insurance 
IV-D program expenditures 
Total current expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
O ver Expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1999 

Budget 

$ 490,679 
57,000 
6,600 

554.279 

209,622 
9,720 
9,090 

0 
3,000 

187.579 
418.921 

135,358 

Actua 

524,382 
108,526 
8,677 

641.585 

219,573 
13,512 
10,500 

462 
2,442 

161.050 
407.539 

234,046 

Operating transfers in (out) (50,000) (50,000) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 
FINANCING USL-S 85,358 

FUND B~ CE~$ 
Beginning of year 
End o1 year 

450,775 
$ 536,133 

184.046 

471,139 
$ 655,185 

See notes to financial statements 

Statem ent C-1 

Favorable 
(Unfavorable) 

$ 33,703 
51,526 
2,077 
87.306 

(9,951) 
(3,792) 
(1,500) 
(462) 
558 

26.530 
11.383 

98.688 

0 

98.688 

20,364 
$ 119,052 



D ISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  
JUD 1CL4L D ISTRIC T 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to tile Financial Statem cnts 

N ote 1 SUM M AR Y OF  SIGN IFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

As provided by Allicle V . Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
District Attorney has charge of every crim inal proseculion by the state ill his 

district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his district, and is 
the legal advisor to the grand jury. lie pcrtbrms other duties as provided by law. 
The District Attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for 
a term of six years. The judicial district encompasses l,afourehe Parish, 
I,ouisiana. 

The financial statem ents of tile D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial 

District (District Attorney), Lafourche Parish, Louisiana have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governm ental units. "l]~e Governm ental Accounting Standards Board is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. The m ore significant accounting policies of the 
District Attorney are described below : 

A . l~,cporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance with GA SB Codification 
Section 2100, the D istrict Attorney is a part of the district court system of 
the State of Louisiana. The GA SB has established several criteria for 
determ ining the governm ental reporting entity and com ponent units that 
should be included w ithin the reporting entity. Since, The D istrict 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

is an independently elected official, is legally separate and fiscally 
independent, the D istrict Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict is a 
separate governm ental reporting entity. There are unrecorded financial 

transactions between tire Lafourehe Parish Council (the Council) and the 
D istrict Attorn ey where the Council provides office space and certain 
other" operating expenditures for the D istrict Attorney. 



DISTRIC T A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 1 SUM M AR Y OF SIGN1F1CM N TA CCO UN TIN G POI, IC1ES 

A 

(Couthm ed) 

l~.eporting Entity, (Continued) 
Financial accountability is determ ined by applying criteria established by 
the GA SB as listed below : 

~ Financial benefit or burden 

* Appointment ofavoting majority 
* hnposition of w ill 
~ Fiscally dependent 

The above identified transactions between the D istrict Attorney and the 
Parish Council are m andated by state statue and do not reflect fiscal 
dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financial accountability. The 
other three criteria of financial accountability do not pertain to the D istrict 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict when applying them as a 
m eans of identifying potential com ponent units of the Lafourche Parish 
Council. 

The District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana, includes all funds, account groups and activities, et 
celera, thai are w ithin the oversight responsibility of the D istrict Attorney. 
Other local governm ental units over which the District Attorney exercises 
no oversight responsibility are excluded from the accom panying financial 
statem ents. These unils are considered separate reporting entities and 
issue financial statem ents separate from those of the parish D istrict 
A ttorn ey. 

Fund A ccountin~ 

The District Attorney uses funds and account groups to report on its 
financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent 
fimctions or activities. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TItE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note I SUM MARY OF SIGNIF1CANT ACCOUNTING I'OL1CIES, (Continued) 

Fund Accounting (Continued) 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of 
accounts. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting 
device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities 
that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
expendable available financial resources. 

Funds are classified into three categories: governm ental, proprietary, and 
fiduciary. Furtherm ore, each category is divided into separate "fand 
types." The funds that the District Attorney uses are governm ental funds. 
Govern m ental funds account for the District Attorney's general activities, 
including the collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted 
m onies, mid the acquisition of general fixed assets. The District Attorn ey's 
governm ental funds include: 

General Fund - The General Fund was established in com pliance with 
Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11, which provides that 12 per eenl of the 
fines collected an d bonds forfeited be transm itted to the District Attorney to 
defray the necessary expenses of his offi ce, 

Soecial Revenue Funds 

Assessm ent Fund - The Assessm ent Fund is used to account for all 
fccs collected in accordance w ith l,ouisiana Revised Statutc 16:16, 
which authorizes the collection of an  am ount fi'om every defendant 
who is convicted after trial or other plea of [,uilty or who forfeits his 
bond. These costs are to be in addition to all other fines, costs, or 
forfeitures im posed by law . 

W orthless Checks Fund- The W orthless Check Collection Fee 
Special Revenue Fund consists of fees collected in accordan ce with 
Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fee 
whenever the District Attorney's offi ce collects and processes a 
wo~lhless check. Expenditures from this fund arc at the sole 
discretion of the District Attorn ey and m ay be used to defi'ay the 
salaries and the expenses of the office of the District Attorney, but 
m ay not bc used to supplem ent the salary of the District Atlorucy. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finan cial Statements (Continued) 

Note 1 SUM hlAR Y OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

Special Revenue Funds: (Continued) 

Child Supjoort Incentive Fund - ]'he Child Support lncentivc Fund is 
used to account for paym ents received from tile 1,ouisiana 
Departm ent of Social Services which consist of 15 per cent of all 
am ounts collected and required to be distributed, as provided in 
Section 456 of the Social Security Act, to reduce or repay assistance 

paym ents. 

Pre-Trial Intervention Fund - The Intervention Fund accounts for a 
progrmn that handles cases that the District Attorney's Offi ce feels 
would be better serv ed out of the court system . These eases consist 
of people char ged w ith m isdem emaors, traffi c tickels, or m inor 
felonies. The offenders agree to serve a probation period rather than 
entering the court system and having a crim inal conviction on their 
record. The revenues are generated through fees paid by the 
offenders placed in this program . The expenditures will consist of 
salaries of investigators assigned to this progrmn and various offi ce 
expenditures. 

Asset Forfeiture Fuud - The Asset Forfeiture Fund is used to 
account for the District Attorn ey's portion of m onies an d proceeds 

from the sale of property seized or obtained by judgment or 
settlem ent as a result of drug-related  activities. 

Bond Forfeiture Fund - The Bond Forfeiture Fund is used to accounl 
for the collection mad disbursem ent of proceeds from the forfeitur e 
of District, Parish, and City Court bail and surety bonds for failure 
by a defendant to appear in court. The district attorn ey distributes 
the proceeds of the bond forfeitures in accordan ce w ith Louisiana 

Revised Statue 15:571.11 (L) and (M). The District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District's portion of these proceeds are left in 
this fund until such tim e these funds are needed in his general 
operating fund. 

0 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN Tlt 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note I SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNT1NG POLICIES (Continued) 

1/. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

St~ecial Revenue Funds: (Continued) 

FIN S Fund -- The FIN S Fund consists of grant paym ents ieceived 
from  the Louisim~a Departm ent of Social Services to allow the 
District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District to adm inister 
and im plelnent Fam ilies in N eed of Services Program provided by 
Title VII of the I,ouisiana's Children's Code. This program provides 
a com prehensive fmnily-system s approach to addressing the social 

needs of juvenile offenders and their families. 

Title IV-D Offi ce Fund - The Title IV-D Offi ce Fund consists of 
reim bursem ent grant paym ents from  the Louisiana Departm ent of 
Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish fam ily 
and child support program s com patible w ith Title 1V-l) of the Social 
Security A ct. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the support 

obligation owed by absent parents to their fam ilies m~d children, to 
locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain fam ily and 
child support. 

V ictim s Assistance Fund - The Victim s A ssistance Fund accounts 
for am ounts received from the State in accordance with I.ouisiana 

Revised Statue 16:17 to create in each judicial district a victims 
assistance program . The purpose of this program is to assist 

victfins and their families through the entire criminal justice 
process and to facilitate the delivery of victim s' services and righls 
as provided by law . The expenditures of this fund consist of salary 
and related benefits for a full-tim e victim s assistance coordinator. 

The account groups presented in the accom panying financial statem ents 
are the General Fixed Asset Account Group and the General Long-Term 
Debt Account Group. The general fixed asset account group is established 
to account for all fixed assets of the District Attorney of the Seventeenth 
Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TtlE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note I SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNT1NG POLICIES (Continued) 

IL Fund Accounting (Continued) 

The general long-term debt account group is established to account for all 
unm atured general long-term liabilities of the District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. 

Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm enl applied to a fund is 
determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are 
accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus. 
W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and liabilities generally 
are included on the balance sheet. Operating slatem ents of these funds 

present increases (i.e. revenues and other financing uses) and decreases 
(i.e. expenditures and other financing uses) in net curren! assets. 

A ll governm ental fund types use the m odified accrual basis of accounting. 

Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 

when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the lransaction can be 
determ ined and "available" m eans the am ount is collectible w ithin the 
current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the 
current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fire d liability 
is incurred. 

Those rcvcnucs susceptible to accrual include: giant revenues and fines 
and assessm ents thal are collected by another govern m ental body on the 
District Attorney's behalf. Interest earned is recorded when credited to the 
District Attorney's account. Fees for collecting worthless checks and for 
pre..trial intervention are recorded when collected by the D istrict 
Attorney's office. P, ond forfeitures and A sset forfeitures are also recorded 
when collected by the District Attorney's office. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN Ill 
JUDICIA L D ISTRIC T 

1.afourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 1 SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

l). l~ d~c!s 

Budgets are adopted oll a cash basis, which is not consistent with generally 
accepted accounting principles. A nnual appropriated budgets arc adopted 
for the general fund and special revenue funds. A ll annual appropriations 
lapse at fiscal year end. Form al budgelary integration is em ployed as part 
of the accounting system , and the budget is am ended by supplem ental 
appropriations as needed to com ply w ith state law . 

Encum brances represent com m itm ents related to unperformed contracts 
for goods or selwices. The District Attorn ey's office does not use an 
encum brance system . 

F,. Cash and Cash Eouivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents include dem and deposits of the D istrict 
A ttorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict. 

F. Receivables 

The receivable anaounts are m ade up of fines and fees collected by olher 
governm ents to be rem itted to the D istrict Attorney's Office and am ounts 
due on reim bursem ent grants. N o reserve for uncollectablcs is considered 
necessary for these receivables. 

(3. Fixed A ssets 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the governm ental funds used to 
acquire them . Instead, capital acquisition is reflected as an expenditure in 
the governm ental funds, and "the related assets are reported in "the general 
fixed asset account group. A ll purchased fixed assets by the D istrict 
Attorney are valued at acquisition cost. A ll other fixed assets used in the 
l)istrict Attorn ey's office are provided by the Lafourchc Parish Council 
and arc accounted for in the general fixed asset account group of the 
Council. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF 77tE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 1 SUhlMAR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNIlNG POLICIES~ (Continued) 

_Fixed Assets~ (Continued) 

The costs of norm al m aintenance and repairs thai do not add to the value 
of the asset or m aterially extend asset lives are not capitalized. A ssets in 
the general fixed asset account group arc not depreciated. 

I1. I,ong-Term Debt 

1,ong-term obligations expected to be financed from tile General Fund are 
repolled in the general long-term debt account group. Expenditures for 
principal and interest paym ents for long-term obligations are recognized in 
the General Fund when due. 

Com pensated A bsences 

The D istrict Attorney has an inform al policy for vacation and sick leave. 
Present clerical em ployees are allowed 10 days of vacation each year and 
10 days of sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave do not 
accum ulate or vest; therefore, no liability for com pensated absences is 
recorded. 

lnterfund Transactions 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues or expenditures. 
Interfund transactions on the other band are reported as transfers. N on- 
recurring or non-routine perm anent transfers of equity are reported as 
residual equity transfers. A ll other interfund transfers are reported as 
operating transfers. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TH  
JUD ICIAL D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

K. Fund I~u~ y_ 

Reserves 

Reserves represented those portions of fund equity not appropriable for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific futme use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balmlces represent tentative plans for future use of financial 
resources. 

1,. M em orandum Only - Total Colum ns 

The total colum n on the financial statem ents is captioned M em orandum 

Only (overview) to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial 
analysis. Data in this colum n does not present financial position in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such 
data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been 

m ade in the aggregation of this data. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TItE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourche I'arisb, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 2 DEPOSIIS 

Under state law, the District Attorney m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent 
bank organized under the laws of the State of 1,ouisiana, the laws of any other 
state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. Furtherm ore, the District 
Attorney m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in 
] ,ouisiana. 

State law also requires that deposits be fully collateralized at all tim es. Acceptable 
collateralization includes the $100,000 FDIC/FSI,IC insurance and the market 
value of securities purchased and pledged. Obligations of the United States, the 
State of l,ouisiana and certain political subdivisions are allowed as security for 
deposits. Obligations furn ished as security m ust be held by the District Attorney 
or with an unaffiliated bank or trust com pany for the accounl of the D istrict 
Attorney & the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict. 

U nder the provision of G A SB , pledged securities, w hich arc not in the nam e of 
the governm ental unit, are considered uncollateralizcd. 

A sum m ary of cash and cash equivalents and the security pledged to them are 
listed as follow s: 

Cash and cash equivalenls - carrying am ount $ 831,287 

Bank balance of deposits 843,499 

Portion insured by FDIC/FSLIC 109,303 

Balance unsecured and uncollatcralizcd under G ASB provision 734,196 

Pledged securities under Louisiana law 791,401 

Am ount unsecured under Louisiana law $ 0 
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D1STRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TI1 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 3 FIXED A SSE TS 

Changes ill the general fixed asset account group during the year are sum m arized 

as follows: 

BALAN CE RETIREM ENTS/ 
12/31/99 12/31/98 ADDITION S ADJUSTM EN TS 

Automobiles 1$ 32,961 $ 0 $ 0 I $ 32,961 i 
Furniture & Fixtures I 138,032 0 (410) [ 137,6227 

Leasehold 
4,204 0 0 4,2041 Improvements 

Totals $ 175,197 $ 0 s (41o)1 [ $ 174,787] 

N ote 4 I'OST-EM PLO YM EN T H EAL TII CA RE AND LIFE INSURA N CE 

BENEFITS 

The D istrict A ttorney currently pays the em ployee portion of health care and life 
insurance benefits and the parish council pays the em ployer portion. There is no 
form al policy concerning retiree benefits, but the District Attorney will continue 
to pay the retiree's portion upon request. The District Attorney paid $3,720 in 
post-retirem ent benefits for health insurance on behalf of one retiree at Decem ber 
31, 1999. 

N ote 5 LITIGA TION  AND CLAIM S 

At l)ccem bcr 31, 1999, there is no litigation pending against the D istrict Attorney 
thai is susceptible to accrual in accordance w ith slatem ents of Financial 

Accounting Standards N o. 5. 

7 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TIlE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

A ll individuals who work at tile District Attorney's offi ces arc paid by the 
l,afourche Parish Council and have the opporlunity lo be m em bers of the 
1,afourche Parish Em ployees Retirem ent System . The District Attorney and 
assistant D istrict Attorneys arc m em bers of the Louisiana District Attorneys 
Retirem ent System . GA SB requires certain disclosure for em ployers who 
m aintain retirem ent plans for their em ployees. A ll individuals at the District 
Attorney's office are com pensated by others w ho disclose the required retirem ent 
plan inform ation in their separately issued financial statem ents. Both retirem ent 
plans m entioned above are adm inistered and controlled by separate boards of 
trustees. 

N ote 7 EX PENDITURES OF  111E DISTRIC TA TTORNE Y 
N O T IN CLUDED IN  TItE FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

The aceom pmaying finm~cial statem ents do not include ce~'tain expenditures of the 
D istrict Attorney paid out of the funds from  the Lafourche Parish Crim inal Court 
Fund, the Lafourche Parish Council or directly by the state. The state and the 
Lafourche Parish Council pay tile salaries of the District Attorney and tile 
assistant D istrict A ttorneys. The Lafourche Parish Council pays the salaries of the 
office staff. Also portions of rent, health insurance, and IV-D program 
expenditures are paid or absorbed by the Lafourche Parish Council. At Decem ber 
31, 1999, the am ount of/he expenses paid or absorbed by these other agencies has 
not been determ ined. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TItE SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 8 B UD GE TAR Y REPOR TIN G 

The accom panying Statem ents of Revenues, Expenditures an Changes in Fund 

Balances - Budget (Non-GAAP Basis) and Actual, presenls comparisons of the 
District Attorney's adopted budget (more fully described in Note 1) with actual 
data on a budgetary basis. The budget is prepared oll a cash basis that is not 
GAAP. The following is a reconciliation of the revenue and expenditures with 
am ounts reflected on the budget com parisons. 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TIIE SE VEN TEEN IIf 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 9 EX PENDITURES - EX CESS OF A CTUA L O VER B UD GE TED 

Individual funds had actual (cash basis) expenditures over budgeted expenditures 
for tile year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 as described below : 

;l~lllid 

+ 

$113,140 $128 $ (15,210) 

$ 9,500 $ 10,500 $ (1,ooo) 

~ ii ~i~~ ~ ~ ~i~ i 
$ 26,370 $ 28 $ (1,740) 

$ 6,720 7,' $ (1,201) 

$ 19,056 $ 20; $ (1,88o) 

N ote 10 D E FERRED COM PEN SA TION  PLAN  

In 1993, em ployees of the D islrict Attorney's Offi ce, through the Parish, began to 
participate in a deferred com pensation program . The District Attorney's office 
contributed to Ibis deferred compensation plan in 1995 on behalf of their 
em ployees, regardless of whether the em ployee participated in the program . 

The practice of tile D istrict Attorney's office contributing to tile deferred 
com pensation plan was discontim ~ed during the 1995 fiscal year; however

, 

em ployees arc still able to continue through payroll deductions through tl~eir 
parish payroll. 

The l,ouisiana Deferred Com pensation Plan serves as adm inistrator and has tile 
responsibility for m aintaining a deferred account with respect to each participanfs 
accounl in accordance w ith the participant's investm ent specificalion. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TILL" SE VEN TEEN TIt 
JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 11 IN TERFUN D RECEIVA BLES/PA YABLES 

lnterfund receivables and payables for the individual funds at Decem ber 31, 1999 
w ere: 

N ote 12 OPERA TIN G LEASES 

The District A ttorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District m aintained operating 
leases for six autom obiles. The lease term for each of these leases is for 36 
m onths beginning on the date the lease is signed. Lease paym ents m ade for the six 

vehicles totaled $26,346 for the year ending December 31, 1999. The monthly 
m ininm na lease rental for the six vehicles totaled $2,001. 

N ote 13 RISK M A NA GM EN T 

LIABILITY IN SURAN CE 

The D istrict Attorney is exposed to various risks of loss related to tort, theft of, 

damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omission; injuring to employees; 
and natural disasters. The District Attorney purchased the following connncrcial 
insurance policies for any and all claim s relating to the above types of risks: 



D1STRICTA TTORNE Y OF  TIfE SE VEN TEEN Tlt 
JUDICIA L D ISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 13 RISK M ANAGEM ENT (fon/_inued) 

r~ PE OF~NSU~ N~ :~ DEDUCTIBLE 
~P $ 100,000/claim 
,/ $ 300,000 aggregate $1,250/claim 
ersonallnlu~  , ,: :~ $ 100,000/claim 

$ 300,000 aggregate $ 1,250/claim 
$ 50,O00/claim $ 500/claim 
$ 10,000/claim $ 500/claim 

The District Altom ey's paym ent of the deductible is the only liability associatcd 
w ith his general liability insurance. The Lafourche Parish Council is responsible 
for obtaining general liability, auto liability and worker's com pensation insurance 
for the District Attorney's office and em ployees~ 

} tEA LTIt IN SU RAN CE 

The Lafourche Parish Council provides health and life insurance to the District 

Attorn ey's em ployees. However, the District Afforney does reim burse the 
I ,afourche Parish Council for 50%  of 95%  of m edical and life insurance prem ium s 
paid on behalf of the D istrict Attorney's clerical staff and 100%  of the D istrict 
Attorney an d Assistan t District Attorney's m edical and life insurance prem ium s. 
Settlem ents have not exceeded insurance coverage in any of the three proceeding 

years. 

N ote 14 LON G TERM  DEB T 

The District Attorney entered into a prom issory note for the purchase of a ear during 
the fiscal year ending Decem ber 31, 1997. The interest on the noted is sim ple 
interest assessed on a variable rate basis at the rate per mm um  equal to 2%  over lhe 
index, resulting in an initial rate of 4.25%  per annum with m onthly installm ents of 
$428. The note m atures M arch 2000. The issuer holds as collateral security fm 
repaym ent of the note one of the District Attorn ey's deposit accounts in gencral 
fund. The issuer drafts the m onthly inslallm ents fi'om this deposit account; lhe 
deposit account balance at December 3 f, 1999 was $7,773. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TIlE SE VEN TEEN TII 
JUDICIA L D ISTRICT 

Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 14 LON G TERM  DEBT (continued) 

The following is a sum m ary of changes in the long-term obligations of the District 
Attorney for the year ending Decem ber 31, 1999: 

~i, ii~j:;!i~i~!I~I,I~! ~ i~ !; ~ ii~ iii! i~i~ !i~ ! i~ ;i ii ]2/3i/99 
[ N0teP~iyab!e t $6,245 I $ 0 I $4,965 $1,280 

The annual requirem ents to am ortize all notes outstanding at Decem ber 31, 1999 are 
as follow s: 
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STAGNI & C OMPANY LLC  

R EPO R T O N C O M PLIA N CE A N D O N INTERN A L C O N TR O L 
O V ER  FINA N C IA L R EPO RTIN G BA SED O N A N A U D IT O F 
FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED IN A C C O R D A N C E 

W ITH  GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STAN DARD S 

t lonorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
l,afourche Parish, Louisimm 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Seventeenth 
Judicial District, Lafourche Parish Louisiana as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1999, and have issued our report thereon dated January 20, 2000. W e conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, Lafourche Parish Louisiana's financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct 
and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under 
Govermnent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Con(rol O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, Lafourche Parish Louisiana's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for tim purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which 
the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce 
to a relatively lov,, level the risk that m isstatem m~t in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in 
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I lonorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict 
Lafourehe I'arish Louisiana 
Page 2 

relation to tile financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a 
tim ely period by em ployees ill the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fim ctions. 
W e noted no m atters involving tile internal control over financial reporting and its 
operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intcnded for the inform ation of m anagem ent. However, this report is a 
m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

January 20, 2000 
Thibodaux. Louisiana 
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DISTRICT ATTO RN EY O F TIlE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
LAFO URCH E PARISII, LO UISIANA 

Summary Schedule of Findings an d Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

A . SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general-purpose financial 
statem enls of tile l)istricl Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana. 

2. N o reportable conditions relating to tile audit of the financial statem ents ar e reported in 
the Report on Com pliance and Internal Control over Financial Reporting Based on an 
Audit of Finan cial Statem ents in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards'. 

3. N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the District 
Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict were disclosed during tile audit. 

4. A m anagem ent letter was not issued in connection w ith the audit of the financia 
statem ents. 

There w ere no findings relating to the financial statem ents that are required to be reported in 
accordauce w ifla G A G A S. 
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