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A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

INDEPEND ENT A UDITO R'S REPO RT 

To the Terrebonne Parish Coroner 
Houm a. Louisiana 

CLAUDE E, BERGERON, CPA 
THOMAS J. LANAUX, CPA 

M ICtIAEL D. BERGERON, CPA 
M ARK S. FELGER. CI'A 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the ferrebonne Parish Coroner 

(the Coroner), State of Louisiana, a component unit of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
G overnm ent, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of 
contents. These com ponent unit financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Coroner. 
O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these com ponent unit financial statem ents based 
on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in G overnm ent Auditina Standards. issued 
by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the com ponent unit financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the com ponent unit financial statem ents. 
A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates 
m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall com ponent unit financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

in our opinion, lhe com ponent unit financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Terrebonne Parish Coroner as of 
Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

n accordance w ith G overnm ent Auditina Standards. we have also issued our 
M arch 29, 2000, on our consideration of the Terrebonne Parish Coroner's interna 
financial repc, rting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s 
contracts and grants 

M arch 29. 2000 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH CO RO NER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Balance Sheet - G eneral Fund 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

Cash 
Due from Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Governm ent 
Due from other governm ental units 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FU ND BALANC E 

Liabilities - accounts payable and accrued expenses 

Fund balance -unreserved 

Total liabilities and fund balance 

1-2 

6,098 
11,825 
3.300 

$ 21,223 

7,249 

13.974 

$ 21,223 

Exhibit 1 



TERREBO NN E PA RISH CO RO NER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - General Fund 

Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1999 

REVENUES 
Intergovernm ental: 
Terrebonne Parish 
Consolidated G overnm ent 

Charges for services 
M iscellaneous: 

Interest 
O ther 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURELS_ 
Public safety: 

Coroner: 
Personal services 
O perating services 

M aterials and supplies 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

FUND BALANCj~ 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

Budget Actual 

$ 219,832 
146.760 

408 
2.712 

$ 222,935 
153.257 

462 

2.410 

Exhibit 2 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 3,103 
6.497 

54 

(302) 

369.712 379.064 9.352 

285,036 
68,216 
9,745 
6.100 

369.097 

286,994 
68,183 
10,406 
6.115 

371.698 

(1,958) 
33 

(661) 
(15) 

(2,601) 

615 7.366 6.751 

6,608 6.608 

$ 7,223 $ 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH CO RO NER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

SUM IvlARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

Exhibit 2, 

As provided by Chapter 3 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the 
Terrebonne Parish Coroner is elected by the voters of Terrebonne Parish, for a four- 
year term . The Coroner investigates all deaths, perform s autopsies, furnishes death 
certificates, provides m ental health services, m ental exam inations, protective custody 
serv ices and exam ines cases for other crim es under police investigation. 

The accounting policies of the Coroner conform to generally accepted accounting 
principles as applicable to governm ental units. The follow ing is a sum m ary of the m ore 
significant policies. 

a. Reporting Entity 

The Coroner for Terrebonne Parish is a separately elected offi cial. The Coroner 
is classified as a com ponent unit of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
G overnm ent w ho provides a significant portion of the revenues necessary  to fund 
operations. 

The activities of the Coroner have been review ed and it w as determ ined that 
there are no potential com ponent units w hich should be included in the financial 
statem ents of the Coroner. 

b. Fund Accounting 

The Coroner uses funds to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to 
aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the 
funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
resou rces. 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH CO RO NER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents. Continued 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

G overnm ental Funds 

Exhibit 3 

G overnm ental Funds are those through w hich the governm ental functions 
of the Coroner are financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the 
Coroner's expendable financial resources and the related liabilities are 
accounted for through Governm ental Funds. The m easurem ent focus is 
upon determ ination of changes in financial position, rather than upon net 
incom e determ ination. The follow ing is the Governm ental Fund of the 
Coroner: 

G eneral Fund -. The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund of 
the Coroner. It is used to account for all financial resources and 
expenditures. 

c. Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting 
relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent 
focus applied. 

The governmental fund type (General Fund) is accounted for using the modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized w hen they becom e 
m easurable and available as net current assets. C harges for services are 
recorded w hen earned since they are m easurable and available. 
Intergovernm ental revenues represent reim bursem ents for em ployee salaries, 
payroll taxes, insurance, and other expenditures. Such revenues are recorded 
w hen the qualifying expenditure is incurred. 

Expenditures are generally recognized w hen the related fund liability is incurred 

d. O perating Budgetary Data 

As required by Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1303, the Coroner adopted a 
budget for the General Fund. All budgeted am ounts that are not expended, or 
obligated through contracts, lapse at year end. The original budget w as 
approved follow ing a public hearing and was subsequently am ended following a 
public hearing. 
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TERREBO NNE PA RISH CO RO N ER 
Houm a, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents. Continued 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

Exhibit 3 

The G eneral Fund budget is approved on a basis m aterially consistent with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

e. Bad Debts 

The financial statem ents for the Coroner contain no allowance for bad debts. 
Uncollectible receivables (including amounts due from other governmental units) 
are recognized as bad debts at the tim e inform ation becom es available which 
would indicate the uncollectibility of the particular receivable. These am ounts are 
not considered to be m aterial in relation to the financial position or operation of 
the G eneral Fund. 

G eneral Fixed Assets 

G eneral fixed assets acquired for the Coroner's use are property of the 
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government (the Parish) and are included in 
the General Fixed Assets Account G roup of the Parish. 

g. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Accum ulated vacation and sick leave are recorded as an expenditure of the 
period in which paid. Vacation m ay be accum ulated to a m axim um of 17 days 
(after 10 years) and sick leave to a maximum of 60 days. Unused vacation time 
lapses at the em ployee's anniversary date. All accum ulated vacation vests to the 
em ployees; how ever, all accum ulated sick leave lapses at separation of 
em ploym ent. There is no m aterial accum ulated vacation at Decem ber 31, 1999. 

Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under w hich purchase orders, contracts and other 
com m itm ents are recorded in the fund general ledgers, is not utilized by the 
Coroner. 
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TERREBO NNE PA RISH C O RO NER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents, Continued 

CASH AND INVESTM ENTS 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

Exhibit 3 

Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations 
of the United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having their 
principal offices in Louisiana or any other federally insured investm ents. 

State law also requires that deposits of all political subdivisions be fully collateralized at 
all tim es. Acceptable collateralization includes the FD IC insurance and the m arket 
value of securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. O bligations of the 
United States, the State of Louisiana and certain political subdivisions are allowed as 
security for deposits. O bligations furnished as security m ust be held by the political 
subdM sion or w ith an unaffiliated bank or trust com pany for the account of the political 
subdM sion. 

The Coroner's cash w as not in excess of the FDIC insurance during 1999. There were 
no funds invested in securities during 1999. 

DU E FRO M O THER G O V ERNM ENTAL UNITS 

Am ounts due from other governm ental units at Decem ber 31, 1999 consisted of the 
follow ing: 

L.afourche Parish Counci 
St. M ary Parish 
St. John Parish 
St. Jam es Parish 
St. C harles 
Assum ption Parish 

Total 
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$ 2,000 
800 
100 
100 
100 
200 

$ 3,300 



TERREBONNE PARISH CORONER 
Houm a. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents. Continued 

4) OPERATING LEASES 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

Exhibit 3 

The Coroner leases two vehicles under operating leases expiring in January, 2000 and 
November, 2002. Minimum rental payments of $7,871 were charged to current 
expenditures for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. 

M inim um future rental paym ents under these operating leases as of Decem ber 31, 1999 
are as follow s: 

Year Ending Decem ber 31 

2000 
2001 

2002 
TO TA L 

SELF.-INSURANCE AND RISK M ANAG EM ENT 

$ 8,780 
5,282 

4,842 

$ 18.904 

The Coroner participates in the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Governm ent's self- 
insurgence program for general liability, group health, auto liability, and workm en's 
com pensation liability protection. Under the self-insurance program , certain am ounts of 
claim s are retained by the Parish and com m ercial insurance is purchased to cover 
claim s in excess of this am ount. The Coroner is billed m onthly for his corresponding 
portion of insurance prem ium s and loss fund requirem ents. All claim s are forw arded to 
the ['arish for processing. 
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CLAUDEE. BERGERON, CPA 
THOMASJ. I.ANAUX, CPA 

M ICHAEL D, BERGERON, CPA 
MARK S. FELGER, CPA 

REPO RT O N CO M PLIANC E AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L OVER FINANC IAL 
REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDI-i" O F FINANC IAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 

IN ACCO RDANC E W ITH G O VERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Terrebonne Parish Coroner 
Houm a. Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Terrebonne Parish Coroner as of and for the 
year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 29, 2000. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government AuditincL~Standards, issued 
by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Terrebonne Parish Coroner's 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance 
w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich 
could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. 
However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed 
no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under G overnm ent Auditing 
Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Terrebonne Parish Coroner's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the 
internal control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to 
the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Terrebonne Parish Coroner, the State of 
Louisiana and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and 
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

M arch 29. 2000 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH CO RO NER 
SC HEDULE O F FIND ING S AND Q UESTIO NED C O STS 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1999 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Terrebonne Parish Coroner as of and for the 
year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 29, 2000. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards. issued 
by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. O ur audit of the financial statem ents as of 
Decem ber 3'1, 1999 resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section I Sum m ary of Auditor's Reports 

a. Report on Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

b 

c 

nternal Control 
M aterial W eakness 

Reportable Conditions 

Yes 

Yes 

XX No 

zXX No 

Com pliance 
Compliance Material to Financial Statem ents Yes ~ Nc 

Federal Awards - (Not applicable) 

Identification of Major Programs 

CEDJ'~_=N~Lm__be r(s ) 

Nol applicable 

There w ere none 

Not Applicable 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 

Section III Federal Award Findings and Q uestioned Costs 
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TERREBO NNE PARISH CO RO NER 
SCHEDUL[- O F PRIO R YEAR FINDING S 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

SECTIO N I INTERNA L CO NTRO L A ND CO M PLIA NCE M ATERIA L TO THE FINA NCIA L 
STATEM ENTS 

There were none for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

SECTIO N II INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL 
AW A RDS 

Not applicable 

SECTIO N Ill M A NAG EM ENT LETTER 

For the year ending Decem ber 31, 1998, w e issued a m anagem ent letter regarding the 
follow ing m atters: 

Year 2000 
W e recom m ended that the Terrebonne Parish Coroner's Office assess all date sensitive 
system s and equipm ent for year 2000 readiness. As of Decem ber 31, 1999, management has 
assessed all data sensitive system s and has replaced or rem ediated all non-com pliant 
system s. M anagem ent believes it has resolved the issue of year 2000 readiness to the best of 

its ability. 

Fund Balance 
W e recom m ended that the Terrebonne Parish Coroner's Office prepare future budgets w ith 
estimated revenues sufficient to cover projected expenditures and to provide a modest fund 
balance for em ergencies and other unforeseen circum stances. For the year ended Decem ber 
31, 1999, the adopted budgets follow these recom m endations and ending fund balance has 
increased over the previous year's balance. M anagem ent believes it has resolved the issue to 
the best of its ability. 
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