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Accountant's Com pilation Report 

BOAR1) OF COM M ISSION ERS 
EAST COI.U M BIA FIRE D ISTRICT 
Cohnnbia. I,ouisiana 

I have com piled the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents and supplem ental infornlation 
schedules, as listed in the foregoing table of contents, of the East Colum bia Fire D istrict, a com ponent 
unit of tile Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 1999, and for the year then ended, ill 

accordance with standards established by Statements on Standards for Accounthtg and Review Services 
issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in tile form of financial statem ents and schedules inform ation thai 
is the ,epresentation of m anagem ent. I have not audited or reviewed tile accom panying fm aucial 
slalem ents and, accordingly, do not express all opinion or ally fOl'l~l of assurance on lhellL 

M arch 20, 2000 
aria 
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G ENER AL PURPO SE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

(OVERVIEW ) 
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ASSETS 
Cash 
hlvestm ents 
Receivables: 
Sales tax 
Charges for services 

TOTAL A SSETS 

EA ST COLU M BIA FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

ALL FU N D TYPES A ND ACCOUNT GROU PS 

Balance Sheet. Decem ber 31. 1999 

I,IABII,1TIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities - payroll taxes payable 
Fund Equity - fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 

TO'I'AL 1,1ABIL1TIES AND FUND EQUITY 

See accom panying noles and accountant's com pilation report 
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Statem ent A 

GOVIgRNM F~NTA1 
FUND TYPF. - 

GENERAl, FUNI) 

$14,735 
20,000 

221 
684 

. $35,640 

$46 
35.594 



 

EAST COLUM BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

GOV ERNM ENTAl. FUN D TYPE - GEN ERAL FU ND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

REVEN UES 
Sales taxes 
hllergovernm enlal - state funds - 
fire insurance rebate 

Charges for services 
O ther revenue 

Tolal revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Public safety: 
Current: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Labor 
Supplies 
O ffice expense 
U tilities 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS O F IO,~VEN UFS O VER EXPEN I)ITUI{ES 

FUNI) BALAN CES AT BEG INN ING O F YEAR 

FUN D BALANCES AT ENI) O F YEAR 

See accom panying notes and accountant's com pilation report 

BUDGET ACTUAl. 

$2,500 $2,549 

2,450 2,565 
9,000 8,416 

2,272 
13.950 15.802 

1,400 
500 

1,600 
50O 
75O 

4.750 

1,292 

87 
693 
461 

2.533 

9,200 13,269 

10.915 22.325 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORAB1.E 

(UNFAVORABLE). 

$49 

115 

(584) 
2,272 
1.852 

108 
5OO 

1,513 

(193) 
289 

2.217 

4,069 

11.410 

$15,479 



EAST COLUM BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia. Louisiana 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The East Colum bia Fire D istrict was created by the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, as authorized by 
Louisiana Revised Statute 40:1492. The district is governed by a five m em ber board appointed by the 

police jury. Board members serve without benefit of compensation. The district is responsible for 
providing fire protection w ithin the boundaries of tbe district. The district has one part-tim e em ployee. 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATIO N 

Tile accnm l)anying general purpose financial statem ents of the East Colum bia Fire 
l)istrict have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for established governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

REPO RTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Caldwell 
Parish Police Jury is considered a separate financial reporting entity. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (the police jury), (b) organizations 
for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations 
for which the nalure and significance of their relatioushit) with the prilnalT governlnent are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom plete. 

Govcrnlnental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statelnent No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the Jackson 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and: 

See accountant's com pilation report 



EAST COLUM BIA FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finaucial Statements (Continued) 

2 

"]'he ability of the police jury to impose its 
w ill on that organization, and/or 

Tile potential for the organization to provide 
specific financial benefits to or im pose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents would be m isleading if data of the organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the 

relationship. 

Because the police jury created tile district and appoints members of the district's 
governing body, the district was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Caldwell Parish 
Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents present 
inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the district and do not present inform ation on 

the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or 
the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The district uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
lbe results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and 
to aid financial m anagem ent hy segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent 

functions or activities. 

A lim d is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 

accountability for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term 
debt) that are not recorded in the funds beeanse they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate fire d types. The fund classifications and 
a description of each existing fund type follow s: 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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EAST COLU M BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overm nental Funds 

Governm ental funds are used to account for all or m ost of the district's 
general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent of legally 
restricted m onies. Governm ental funds of the district include: 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the 
district and is used to account for all of its financial 
activities. 

1). BASIS O F A CCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined 

by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets 
and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents 

for these ft, nds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting the General Fund. 
The district uses the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures of the 
General Fund: 

Revennes 

Sales taxes are recognized as revenue when they are in the hands of 
their collecting agency, the Caldwcll Parish Police Jury. 

F, ach water m eter in the district is assessed two dollars per inonth 
for fire protection services. Charges for services are recognized as revenue 

when they are in the hands of their collection agency, the East Columbia 
W ater D istrict. 

Intergovenunental revenues are recorded when tile district is entitled 
to tile funds. 

Based on tile above criteria, sales taxes and charges for services 
have been treated as susceptible to accrual. 

See accountant's com pilation report. 
-8- 



EAST COLU M BIA FIRE D ISTRICT 

Cohunbia, I.ouisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUD G ET PR ACTICES 

A proposed budget for the General Fund, prepared on the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting, is form ally adopted by the board of com m issioners at the Decenrber board 

meeting each year. The budget is established and controlled by lhe board at file object 
level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for tile 
follow ing year to be expended. 

Form al budgetary integration is not em ployed as a m anagem ent control device 
during Ihe year. There were no budget am endm ents for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1999. 

F. CAStt 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits. U nder state law , the district m ay 
deposil funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits w ith 
banks organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in tile 
Jackson. or the laws of the United States. 

G . INVESTM ENTS 

lnvesmaents are limited by Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 33:2955. If the 
original m atu rities of investm ents exceed 90 days, they are classified as investments; 
however, if the original m alurities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash 
equivalents. At Decem ber 31, 1999, the district's investments consist of nonnegotiable 
certificates of deposits with original m aturities of one year that are reported in the 
accom panying financial statem ents at cost. The bank balances of the deposits are fully 
secured from risk by federal deposit insurance. 

See accountanl's com pilation report 



EAST COLUM BIA FIRE D ISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

II. UNCO IJLECTIBLE ALLO W ANCE 

The statem ents contain no provision for uncollectible accounts. The district is of 
the opinion that receivables are fully collectible. 

SALES TAXES 

The district receives a pro-rata share of a one-fourth of one percent parishwide 

(excluding the Town of Columbia) sales tax approved by the voters in Caldwell Parish on 
October 19, 1985 for fire protection in the parish. The sales tax is collected by the police 

jury and remitted to the district net of its pro-rata share of the cost of collection. 

2. CASH 

At December 31,1999, the district has cash (book balances) of $14,735. These deposits are stated 
at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust 
be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Cash 
(bank balances) at l)ecember 31, 1999, are fully secured from risk by federal deposit insurance. 

LITIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

The district was not involved in any litigation at Decem ber 31, 1999, nor is it aware of any 
unasserted claim s. 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RM ATIO N SCtlEDULES 

See accountant's com pilation report 



 

EAST COLUM BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTA L INFORM ATION SCtlEDU LES 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1999 

PR IO R YEAR FIND ING S 

The follow-up and corrective action taken on all prior year findings is presented in the sum mary 

schedule of prior year findings (Schedule 1). 

CUR RENT YEAR FINDING S 

The corrective action plan for current year findings is presented in Schedule 2 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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Reference 
Num ber 

EAST COLU M BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Fiscal 
Year 

Finding 
Initially 
Occurred Description of Findin~ 

There were no prior year findings 

See accountant's com pilation report 
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Schedule 1 

Corrective 
Action 
Taken 



EAST COLUM BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

Corrective Action Plan 
For Current Year Findings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Reference 
Num ber I)escril)tion of Findin~ 

Corrective 
Action 
Planned 

Nam e of 
Contact Person 

There are no current year findings 

See accountant's com pilation reporl 
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Schedule 2 

Anticipated 
Com pletion 

D ate 



 

EAST CO LU M BIA FIRE DISTRICT 
Colum bia, Louisiana 

AN NUAL SW O RN FIN ANCIAL STATEM EN TS 
AND CERTIFICATION OF REVENUES $50,000 OR LESS 
AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

A F F ID A V IT 

Personally cam e and appeared before the undersigned authority,Marva L. Gregory . 
, W hO , 

duly sworn, deposes and says, that the financial statem ents herew ith given present fairly the 
financial position of the East Colum bia Fire D istrict as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results of 
operations for tbe year then ended, in accordance w ith basis of accounting described within the 
accom panying financial statem ents. 

In addition)larva L. Gregory , who, duly sworn, deposes and says that the East 
Columbia Fire District received $50,000 or less in revenues and other sources for the fiscal year 
ending D ecem ber 31, 1999, and, accordingly, is not required to have an audit for the previously 
m entioned fiscal year-end. 

East Columbia Fire Distrig/ (y 

Sworn to and subscribed before m e, this 24tltday of Hareh 
. 2000 

N OTARY PUBLIC 

Officer: 
Address 

Telephone 

M arva L. Gregory, Secretary 
Post Office Box 637 
Columbia, Louisiana 71418 
(318) 649-2788 


