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W e have audited the accom panying financial statem ents of the Dom estic Relations Section Expense 

Fund of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court, a component unit of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 1999. These com ponent unit financial statem ents are 
the responsibility of the Fund's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
com ponent unit financial statem ents bas ed on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable as surance about w hether the 
com ponent unit financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, 
on a test bas is, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the com ponent unit financial 
statem ents. An audit also includes as sessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates 
m ade by m anagem ent, as  w ell as  evaluating the overall com ponent unit financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reas onable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the com ponent unit financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Dom estic Relations Section Expense Fund of the 

Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court, a component unit of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, as of 
Decem ber 3 I, 1999, and the results of that Fund's operations for the year then ended in conform ity 
w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
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To the Judges of the 
-l-wenty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Page 2 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated M arch 29, 
2000, on our consideration of the Dom estic Relations Section Expense Fund of the Tw enty-Fourth 

Judicial District Court's compliance and internal control over financial reporting. 

K~  LaGraize, .~.L. p 

M etaJrie, LouJsiar)a 

M arch 29. 2000 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 
AND GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUN T GROUP 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

ASSETS 
Cash 
D ue from  C lerk of Court 

Equipm ent 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY 
AN D O THER C RED ITS 

General 
Fund 

$ 25,76 I 
3,255 

0 

General 
Fixed Assets 
Account 
GrouL _  

$ 0 
0 

5,215 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

25,76 I 
3,255 
5.215 

~__29,016_ $ 5,2 ij  ;~ 34,231 

LIABI LITI ES 

Due to Parish of Jefferson 
- General Fund ~_ 179,094 $ 0 $ /79,094 

Total Liabilities 

EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 
Investm ent in 
general fixed assets 

Fund deficit 

79.094 

0 

_ _ ~ 50,078_) 

0 179.094 

5,215 
0 

5,215 

__ _  (150,078) 

Total Equity 

and O ther Credits _ _ ~ 50,078) 5,215 __ _ (144,863) 

See Accompanying #ores to Financl~/ Statements. 

~___ 29,016 $ 5,215 $ 34 231 



 

TW ENTY.FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

STATEM EN T OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND DEFICIT 
GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 
Year Ended December 3 I, 1999 

REVEN U ES 
Clerk of Court - dom estic filing fees 
D om estic support enforcem ent fees 
Case printout fees 

TO TAL. REVEN U ES 

EX PEN D ITU RES 
Current - general governm ent 
Auditing 
Bank charges 
M iscellaneous 
Postage 
Salaries 

TO TAL EX PEN DITURES 

EXCESS O F REVEN UES O VER EX PEN D ITURES 

O TH ER FINAN CIN G SO URCES 
Interest 

EXCESS O F REVEN U ES AN D O TH ER 
FINAN CIN G SO URCES O VER EX PEN D ITU RES 

FUN [) D EFICIT AT BEGIN N IN G O F YEAR 

FUN [) D EFICIT AT EN D O F YEAR 

SeeAccompanylhgNotesroFihancl~/Statements. 

G EN ERAL 
FUN D 

$ 56,390 
105,035 

136 

61,56 

4,525 
842 
154 
114 

149,094 

154,729 

6.832 

255 

7,087 

(157,165) 

L  (i 50,078) 



 

TW ENTY.FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURE S AND CHANGES IN FUND DEFICIT 
-GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE-BUDGET (BUDGETARY BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

REVEN UES 
Clerk of Court - 
dom estic filing fees 
Dom estic support 
enforcem ent fees 
Case printout fees 

Total Revenues 

EXPEN DITURES 
Current - general 
governm ent 
Auditing 
Bank charges 
M iscellaneous 
Postage 

Salaries 

G EN ERAL FU N D 

Actual 

Adjustment 
to Actual O n 

Budgetary Budgetary  
Basis Basis 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavor- 
Budge_ t_ _  able) _ 

$ 56,390 $ 0 $ 56,390 $ 55,000 $ 1,390 

105,035 
136 

0 105,035 
136 

0,000 
170 

61.561 0 161.561 165.170 

4,525 
842 
154 
114 

149,094 

Total Expenditures 154,729 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

4,525 
842 
154 
114 

149,094 

4,500 
850 
0 

120 
147,651 

(4,965) 
(34) 

(3,609) 

(25) 
8 

(154) 
6 

(I,443) 

154,729 __  153,12/ (I,608) 

EXCESS O F REVEN UES 

OVER EXPENDITURES 6,832 0 6,832 12,049 (5,217) 

O THER 
FINANC IN G SO URC ES 
Interest 255 0 255 350 m g~s) 

EXCESS O F 
REVEN UES AN D O THER 
FINAN CIN G SO URC ES 

OVER EXPENDITURES 7,087 0 7,087 L  12,399 $ (5,312_) 

FUN D DEFICIT 
AT BEG IN N IN G O F YEAR _  (157,165) 0 (157,16_5) 

FUND DEFICIT 

AT END OF YEAR $_ . (150,07_8) 0 $ (150,078__) 

See Accompanying Nott,s to hnancia/ Statements. 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

December 3 I. 1999 

N O TE I - SU M M ARY O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

The summary of significant accounting policies of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Domestic Relations Section Expense Fund (the Fund) is presented to assist in understanding the 
Fund's financial statem ents. The financial statem ents and notes are representations of the 
management of the Fund, which is responsible for their integrity and objectivity. These accounting 
policies conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governm ental units, and 
have been consistently applied in the preparation of the financial statem ents. The Governm ental 
Accounting Standards Board is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governm enta~ 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Financial Reporting Entity  

As provided by Revised Statutes 46:236..5, the Fund w as  created for the purpose of expediting the 

process for the establishment and enforcement of support obligations under the jurisdiction of the 
Twenty-Fourth ludicial District Court Domestic Relations Section. 

As required by Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, the financial statem ents of the reporting 
entity present the prim ary  governm ent and its com ponent units. The accom panying financial 
statements present only the Fund which is a component unit of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana (The 
Primary Government). 

The Fund is a component unit of the Parish of Jefferson because it is considered to be fiscally 
dependent on Jefferson Parish. The significant factors for inclusion are: The Parish of Jefferson is 
responsible for' funding deficits and the Fund serves residents of the Parish of Jefferson. 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SECTIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 3 I. 1999 

NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Fund are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of w hich is 
considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of a fund are accounted for w ith a separate 
set of self-balancing accounts w hich are m aintained for the purpose of carrying on special activities 

or attaining certain objectives in accordance with special regulations, restrictions, or limitations. An 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

The fund has  the follow ing fund type and account group 

G overn m ental Fund - General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the 
Fund. It is used to account for all financial resources. 

Account Group - General Fixed Assets Account Group - This account group is established to 
account for all fixed as sets of the Fund. 

Basis of Accounting 

The m odified accrual bas is of accounting is used by governm ental fund types and agency funds. 

Under this method, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be 
determ ined and "available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter 
to pay liabilities w ithin the current period. 

Revenues are considered m eas urable and available w hen received by the Clerk of Court or by the 
Fund w ithin 60 days after the current year ended. Expenditures are generally recorded w hen the 
liability is incurred. 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 3 I. 1999 

NOTE I - SUMiViARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Budgetary Accounting 

The adm inistration of the Fund prepares an annual budget for the General Fund. The budget is 

legally enacted and amended through an en banc meeting of the judges. The budget is prepared 
prim arily on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, except that losses resulting from claim s and 
litigation are recorded w hen paid instead of w hen the liability arises. 

The accom panying Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Deficit- 

Governmental Fund Type - Budget (Budgetary Basis) and Actual presents comparisons of the legally 
adopted budget w ith actual data on the budgetary basis. Budgeted am ounts are as originally 

adopted or as finally amended by the judges. 

Encum brances 

Encum brances are not recorded, and therefore no reservation of fund balance is necessary 

Annual and Sick Leave 

Annual and sick leave are not accrued in the Fund, as the am ount left unpaid at the end of the 

calendar year w ould not be liquidated w ith expendable available financial resources. Any unpaid 
portion relating to the Fund at Decem ber 3 I, 1999, w as  accounted for in the General Long-Term 

Debt Account Group of the Parish of Jefferson. 

General Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are recorded in the 
General Fixed Assets Account G roup, rather than in governm ental funds. Depreciation is not 
recorded on general fixed as sets. 

All fixed as sets are valued at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if actual historical cost is not 
available. Donated fixed assets are valued at their estim ated fair value on the date donated. There 
w ere no changes in General Fixed Assets for the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 1999. 

Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ent is captioned "M em orandum O nly" to indicate that they 
are presented to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns does not present financial 
position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
D O M ESTIC RELATIO N S SEC TIO N  EX PEN SE FU N D 

N OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM EN TS - CON TIN UED 
Decem ber 31. 1999 

N O TE 2 - CASH D EPO SITS 

At December 31, 1999, the carrying amount of the Fund's deposits was $25,761 and the bank 
balance was $141,330, of which $ 100,000 was covered by federal depository insurance and $41,330 
w as  collateralized w ith securities held bythe pledging financial institution's agent in the Fund's nam e. 

NOTE 3 - DUE TO PARISH OF JEFFERSON - GENERAL FUND 

The 1999 operating budget of the Parish of Jefferson includes the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District 
Court Dom estic Relations Section Expense Fund for 1999. Under the provisions of O rdinance No. 

17174 the general fund of the Parish of Jefferson was authorized to advance funds to the Twenty- 
Fourth Judicial District Court Domestic Relations Section Expense Fund for initial startup and 
operation. The funds advanced are to be paid back to the Parish of Jefferson general fund over a 
10-year period. For the year ended December 31, 1999, the Parish of Jefferson's general fund 
included in its payroll three em ployees of the Fund. The total payroll and related expenses incurred 

by the Parish of Jefferson's general fund under this agreement for the year ended December 3 I, 
1999, was $149,094 and is reported in the amount shown as Due to Parish of Jefferson-General 
Fund in the accom panying Com bined Balance Sheet - Governm ental Fund Type. 

N O TE 4 - D EF:ICIT FUN D BALAN CE - G EN ERAL FUN D 

The deficit fund balance of $150,078 as of December 3 I, 1999, is a result of the funds advanced in 
1999 by the Parish of Jefferson's general fund, and is reported as a liability in the amount shown as 
Due to Parish of Jefferson - General Fund in the accompanying Combined Balance Sheet Fund (see 
Note 3). The Parish of Jefferson is responsible for funding deficits of the Fund. 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNYANTS AND CONSUL?ANTS 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON 
COM PLIANCE AND ON IN TERNAL CONTROL 

OVER FINANCIAL RE PORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 

W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Judges of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
G retna, Louisiana 
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W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Dom estic Relations Section Expense Fund of the 

Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court (the Fund), a component unit of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 
29, 2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the 

Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Fund's financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, 
regulations and contracts, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. How ever, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith 

those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be 
reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

SUIT ~ 254 ?nO0 Vt 7 f FI4NS MEMORIAl BOLl( E VAnD ME 7AlIiff , I OUlSIANA 70002 5632 (504) 83E~ 9~9f fAX (504) 833 /'~JY 
IntoHIot e.nlail inlo @kl cp~ GOtTI ~ World Wide Wob. http //www~kt.cpa corn 



 

INDEPENDEN T A UDITORS ' REPOR T ON  
COM PLIA N CE A ND ON  IN TERNA L CON TROL 

O VER FINA N CIA L REPOR 77N G BA SED ON  A N  A UDIT OF 
FINA N CIA L S TA TEM EN TS PERFORM ED IN  A CCORDA N CE 

W ITH GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G S TA NDA RD S 
- CON TIN UED 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning arid perform ing our audit, w e considered the Fund's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial 
w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore 
of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low  level the risk that m isstate- 
m ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay 
occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing 
their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting 
and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent. How ever, this report is a m atter of 
public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

M etairie, Louisiana 
M arch 29, 2000 


