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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Twenty- 
First Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 3999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial 
statements are the responsibility of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court Indigent 
Defender Board's management. Our responsibility is to express an op~nlon on these 
general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards appl~csble to financial audits contained In Government Auditing Standards, 
~ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
slgnJflcant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation . We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion . 

]n our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present 
fairly, in all materla] respects, the financial position of the Twenty-First Judlc~a] 
District Court Indigent Defender Board as of Decemb er 31, 1999, and the results of its 

operations for the year then ended Jn conformity wlth generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

]n accordance w~th Gover~Iment Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
May 18, 2000, On our consideration of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court Indigent 
Defender Board' s internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants . 
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INTRODUCTION 

TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Amite, Louisiana 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1999 

The Twenty-First Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board (Indigent Defender Board) 
was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes, to provide and compensate 
counsel appointed to represent indigents in criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the 

district court level. The judicial district encompasses the parishes of Livingston, St. 
Helena and Tangipahoa, Louisiana. The ]ndigent Defender Board is comprised of seven 
members who shall be appointed by the Judges of the Twenty-First Judicial District Court, 
for terms not to exceed five years. Memb ers shall serve without co~ )ensation, but may be 
reimbursed for necessary out-of-pocket expenses. The Indigent Defender Board has both 
full and part-time employees. 

i . SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT ING POLICIES 

A ~ / $ 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Twenty-First 
Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

B . REPO RT_ ING ENTITY 

C 

For the financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification 
SectJon 2]00, the Indigent Defender Board is a part of the district court 
system of the State of Louisiana . However, the state statutes that created the 
district boards also gave each of the boards control over their own operations. 
This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, 
responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The 
Indigent Defender Board is financla]ly independent and operates autonomously 
from the State of Louisiana and independent from the district court system . 
Therefore, the Indigent Defender Board reports as a reporting entity, not as 
a component unit and the general purpose financial statements include only the 
transactions of the Indigent Defender Board. 

The hoard uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate 
legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions 
relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balanclng set of accounts. 
On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabl]itJes that are not 



 



 



N . TOTAL__ 

TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Amite, Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE FXNANCIAT. Sq"AT~M~NT~ (CONTTNT]~  

The total columns on the statements are captioned '~emorandum Only" to indicate 
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns does not present financial position or results of operations, in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting princJp]es. Neither is such data 
coraparab].e to a consolidation . 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At December 3], 1999, the Indigent Defender Board has cash and cash equivalents 
totaling $257,241 as follows: 

Total cash and cash equivalents 
Less : Petty cash 

Interest bearing demand deposits 

$ 257,304 
($3) 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law , 

these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market 
value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times 
equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the 
name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 
mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 3I, 1999, the ]indigent Defender 

Board has $235,760 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are 
secured from risk by $235,760 of federal deposit insurance. 

3 ~ INVESTM ENT S 

At Decemb er 31, 1999, the Indigent Defender Board has investments totaling $207,914 
as follows : 

CertJ ficate 
Cert] ficate 
Certi ficate 
Certificate 
Cert:ificate 
Certificate 

Total 

of Deposit 
of Deposit 
of Deposit 
of Deposit 
of Deposit 
of Deposit 

10 

Carrying 

_ _ A!n_ ueu_n_K_ 
$ 61,463 

41,535 
26,782 

27,658 
I5 ,848 

_ .34~ _62_~ 

Market 

V~IU9 . 
$ 61,463 

41,535 
26,782 
27,658 
15,848 
34 ,628 



TWENTY-FIRST JUD ICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Amite, Louisiana 

The Indigent Defender Board invests some! of its available cash in Certificates of 
Deposit (CDs). Time deposits with orJglnal maturities of 90 days or more are 
considered to be investments. These certificates are insured by $150,476 of federal 
deposit insurance and $57,438 of pledged securities. 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncol]ateralized (Category 3) 
under the provisions of GASB Statement No . 3, R .S. 39:1229 imposes a statutory 
requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities 
within I0 days of being notified by the board that the fiscal agent has failed to 
pay deposited funds upon demand . 

4 . RECEIVABLES 

The following is a summary of receivables at December 31, ~999 

C 1~ sn ~ f Rece lv ab le s 

Court 

State 

costs 

grant 

Total 

5 . CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

The summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Furniture & Equipment 

Total 

6 . LEASES 

Ba]ance 

January 
i_ ~ _~ 99~ Addi~iQns D g_d~!c_ ~ip_n~ 

$ 70~49~ 

$ 70~ 49=5 

$__15,451 

$_
1
.
5 ,451 

$ 41,531 

Balance 
December 

31, 19~  

$ 85,946 

$ 85,946 

The Indigent Defender Board is renting some of its office space. There is no formal 
written a~reement. The rental terms are as follows: I) monthly payments of $700; 
2) minor repairs and maintenance on the! building. The office rent expense for 1999 
was $8,780. 

The Indigent Defender Board entered into a one-year lease agreement beginning on 
April 8, 3998 and ending on April 7, 1999 to rent storage! space. The rent is $57 
per month . Other storage space is ]cased by the month as needed . The storage rent 

expense for 1999 was $1,740. 

3.1 
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Board of Directors 
Twenty-First Judicial District Court 
~ndigent Defender Board 
Amite. Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Twenty-First Judicial 
District Court Indigent Defender Board (Indigent Defender Board) as of and for the year 
ended December 33., 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated May 18, 2000. We 
conducted our audit ~n accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governnlent Auditing Standards, 
~ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

~Qmpliange 

As part of obtainlng reasonable assurance about whether the Twenty-First Judicial 
District Court Indigent Defender Board's financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of f~nancial statement amounts. However, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion . The results of our tests 
disclosed no instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standards. 

Internal Centre ] 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Twenty-First Judlcial District 
Court Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to 
determine our audlting procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting . However, we noted a matter involving the internal control over 
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition . 
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant 
deficiencies ill the design or operation of the internal control over financial 
reporting that: in our judgement could adversely affect Twenty-First Judicial District 
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TWENTY-FIRST JUDICIAL D3STRICT COURT 
IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Court Indigent Defender Board's ability to record, process, summarize and report 
financial data consistent with the assertions of managment ~n the general purpose 
financial statements. A reportable condJtlon Js described in the accompanying schedule 
of findings and recommendations as item 99-I. 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one 
or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be 
detected within ~ timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all 
matters Jn the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and 
accordingly, wou3d not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses as defined above . However, of the reportable 
conditions described above, we consider ~tem number 99-1 to be a material weakness. 

This report Js intended for the information of management and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not 
]imited . 
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Respectfully submitted 

DURNIN & JAMES , CPA 's, P .C 
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