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Ti~.A N SM 1TYA L I ,ETTER 

O ffi ce of Legislalivc Auditor 
Attention: M s. JoAm l Sanders 
1600 N orth qlfird 
1'.O . Box 943!)7 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

ANNUAL FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

Septem ber 25, 2000 

Dear M s. SandcJs: 

In accordance w ith Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514, enclosed arc the annual financial 

statculcnts foJ the A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans as of and for the fiscal year ended 

D ecem ber 31, 1999. The report includes all funds under the control and oversight of the assessor. The 

accom panying financial statem ents have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting 

principles. 

Luuismna Revised Statutes 42:283-286 require the assessor to file annual financial reports w ith 

tile l]onorable i)ale N . Atkins, Clerk of Civil D istrict Court. The Assessor, First M unicipal l)istrict 

Parish efOlleans haa com plied w ith these reporting requirem ents. These financial reports were subm itted 

lo the Itonor~Jble D ale N . Atkins, Clerk of Civil D istrict Court and included expenditures m ade by the 

assessor's office for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, were classified undel the following headings 

(1) personal .~:crvices and related benefits; (2) travel; (3) operating expenses; and (4) rnaterials and 

supplies 

In addition to the above, the nam es of all em ployees, including their salary or com pensation paid 

during the fiscal year was reported to the Honorable Dale N . Atkins, Clerk of Civil D istrict Court 

Enclosure 



A FFII)A V Iq 

ASSESSO II., FIRST M UNICII'AI~ I)ISTRICT, I'ARISlt O F ()I{LEANS 
N ew O zIcm~s, Louisiana 

ANNUAl, SW O RN IqNAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
A s of and for tile Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Rcquircd by l.ouisiana Rcviscd Slatule 24:514 
to be filed w ith the Legislative Auditor 

within 90 days after the close of the fiscal year 

Personally cam e and appeared before the undersigned authority, Patricia Johnson, Parish Assessor, who 

duly sworn, deposes and says that the financial statem ents laerewilh given present fairly 1he financia 

posilion of rite A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans as of I)ceem ber 31, 1999, and the 

rcsults of operations ff)r the ycar then ended, in 

A ssessor 

A ddress 

Telephone N o 

ng principles 

/2- 



C I]A R M A IN E PH ILIPS PLATEN BU R G  
Certified Public Accountant 

To the A ssessor 
First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of O rleans 
New O rleans, LA 

W e have com piled the accom panying balance sheet of the A ssessor', First M unicipal D istrict, Parish 
of Orleans as of D ecem ber 31, 1999 mad the related statem ents of revenues, expenditures arrd changes 
ira fund balance and revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance - budget and actual for the 
twelve m onths then ended, in accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review 
Services esiablished by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public A ccountants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform ation thai is the 
representation of m anagem ent. W e have not audited or reviewed the accom panying financial 
statem e~ts and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other fore 1 of assurance on them . 

Charm aine Philips-Platcnburg, CPA 
Septem ber 25, 2000 

340 Poydras Street ~ Suite 2130 ~ New Orleans, LA ~ 70112 
Phone: 504-561-1 | | ] ~ Fax: 504-561-1114 



A SSFTS 

A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of O rleans 
C ondfined B alance Sheet - A ll Fund T ypes and A ccount G roups 

A s of Decem ber 31, 1999 

Cash & Cash Equivalents 

Fixed A sscls 

Tolal Assels 

1.1ABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

1.1A BII.ITII,'S 

A ccounts Payablc 

Payroll Taxes Payable 

Tolal Liabilities 

G eneral 

Fund Type 

123.129 

A ccount 

G roup 

22,776 

Total 

$ 123,129 

22.776 

123,129 $ 22,776 $ 145,905 

93,575 
3,223 

96.798 

FUND EQUITY 
Investm ents in G eneral Fixed A ssets 22,776 
Fund Balance - Undesignated 26,331 

Tolal Fund Equity 26,331 

Total Liabilities and Fund Equity $ 123,129 

See Accom panying Accountant's Com pilation Report and Notes. 

22,776 

22,776 

$ 93,575 
3.223 

96,798 

22,776 
26.331 

49.107 

$ 145.905 
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A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of O rleans 
Statem ent of R evenues, Expenditures, and C hanges in Fund Balance 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

ReventleS: 

A llotm ent 
I)OCUI]ICIIt TralJsfcr Fees 

Revenue Sharing 

Other Incom e 

Tolal Revenues 

Expenditures: 
Personal Services and Related Benefits 
Travel 

Operating Expenses 
M aterials and Supplies 

Total Expenditures 

l)cficiency of Revenues under Expenses 

Fund llalance, Beginning Balance 

Fm ld Balance, Ending Balance 

See Accompanying Accountant's Compilation Report and Notes. 

G eneral 

Fund Type 

A ccounl 

G roup 

134,051 $ 
34,300 

9,457 
3.711 

181,519 

131,175 

7,560 

39,327 

6,618 

184.680 

(3,161) 

29,492 

26,331 

22.776 

$ 22,776 

Tolal 

134,051 

34,300 

9,457 

3.711 

181.519 

131,175 
7,560 

39,327 

6.618 

184.680 

(3,161) 

52.268 

$ 49,107 
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A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of O rleans 
S|atem en! of R evenues, Expenditures, and C hanges in Fund Balance - 

Budget and A ctual 

For tile Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

l~evelluesI 

A llotm ent 

Docum ent Transfer Fees 
Revenue Sharing 

O ther lncom e 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures: 

Personal Services and Related Benefits 

Travel 
O perating Expenses 

M aterials and Supplies 

Total l';npcndilures 

Budget 

$ 134,943 
36,000 
9,500 

Actual 

$134,051 
34,300 

9,457 
3,711 

V ariauce 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

(892) 
1,700) 
(43) 

3,711 

180,443 181,519 1,076 

124,900 

8,000 
38,000 

6.400 

177,300 

Excess (Deficiency) of 
l(evenues over Expenses $ 3,143 

See Accom panyinl~. Accountant's Compilation Reporl and Notes. 

31,175 

7,560 
39,327 

6,618 

184,680 

(6,275) 
440 

(1,327) 
(218) 

(7,380) 

$ (3,161) $ (6,304) 
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A SSE SSO R 
FIR ST M UN IC IPA l, D ISTR IC T 

PARISIt O F O RLEA NS 

N O TES TO FIN A NC IA I~ STA TEM ENTS 

D EC EM BER 31, 1999 

NO TE A - S/]M M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A C(;O UNTING PO LICIES 

A sununary of the em ily's significant accounting policies consistently applied in the preparation 
ofibe accom panying financial statem ents follow s: 

1. l{eporl.i!lg _E!!tji3 

A s provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, there shall 

be seven assessors in New Orleans, who shall com pose the Board of A ssessors for 
Orleans Parish. One shall be ejected from each m unicipal district of N ew Orleans

, and 
each shall be a resident of the district from w hich they arc elected. The assessor sball bc 
elected at the tim e as the m unicipal officers of N ew Orleans, for term s of foul" years each. 
In the event a vacancy occurs in any one of the Seven assessors' offi ce

, the Board of 
Assessors shall appoint an interim assessor for the unexpired term . 

The assessor assesses all real and moveable properly ill their municipal district subject to 
ad va,'olem taxation. The assessor is authorized to appoint as m any deputies as m ay bc 
ncecssms, for taxpayers in their district. The deputies arc authorized to perform all 
fim elions of the office, but the assessor is officially and pecuniarily responsible for the 
actions of the deputies. 

For l]nancial reporting purposes, the assessor includes all funds, account groups, 
activities, el cetera, that are controlled by the assessor as an independently elected parish 
official. The activities of other independently eJected parish officials and m unicipal level 
governm ent are not included w ithin tbe accom panying financial statem ents as they are 
considcled autonom ous governm ents. These units of governm ent isstle financial 
statem ents separate from that of the parish assessors. 

A t l)ecem bcr 31, 1999, the assessm ent roles of the A ssessor
, First M unicipal D istrict, 

Parish of Orleans consisted of real property assessm ents totaling $269,216,725 and 
personal property assessm ents totaling $181,857,826. 

2. Basis ofl'resentation 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the A ssessor
, First M unicipal District, Parish of 

Orleans, have hccn prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing govermnental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 



 

A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N IC IPA L I)ISTR IC 'I 

PA RISIt O F O R LEA N S 

N O TES TO FINA NC IA l, STA TEM EN TS 

D F, C EM BER  31, 1999 

NO TE A -. SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO I.ICI ES - (~O NTIN U ED 

3. Fund A cfs~!m til~  

The accounts of the A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans, arc organized o11 
file basis of a fund and an account group, to report on its financial position and results of 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent ftnlctious or 
activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group is a financial rcporting device designed to provide accounlabilily for ccrtain 
assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
cxpendablc available resources. The fund presented in the financial statem ents is described 
as follow s: 

G eneral Fund 

The G eneral Fund, as provided by l~ouisiana Revised Statutc 47:1906, is the principal 
operatin~ fired of the A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans, and accounts for 
all financial resources. Revenues are accounted for in Ibis individual fund based upon thc 
purpose fol which they are to be spent and the m eans by which spending activities are 
eontrollecl. Com pensation received fi'om the various taxing bodies, prescribed by fom m la in 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908 is accounted for in the fnnd. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fund. 

4. Fj.x'e_d A~sets 

The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets associated w ith a fund arc 
determ ined by its m easurcm cnt focus. The governm ental fund is accounted for on a 
spcnding or "financial flow" m easurem ent focus and only current assets and current 
liabilities are generally included on its balance sheets. 

Equiplncnt used in govern m ent fund type operations is accounted for in the G eneral Fixed 
A ssets Account Group, rather than in a governm ental fund. These assets arc recorded as 
expenditu res in the govern m ental fund type when purchased. N o depreciation has bccn 
provided on general fixed asscts. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

5. Basis ofAeeou!lti!lg 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is detennincd by its 
m easurem ent focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current fin ancial resources 
m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities 
arc generally included on the balance sheet. The statem ent of revenues

, expenditures and 



 

A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N IC IPA L D ISTR IC T 

PA R ISH O F O R LEA N S 

N O T ES T O  FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN T S 

DEC IqM BER 31, 1999 

NO TE A --SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO LICIES - (~O NTIN UEI) 

5. _Basis of Accounting (c=o!itimj d~ 

changes in tund balance of the G eneral Fund presents increases and <teereascs in fund 
balance. 

6. B u d gel ~ n d_~B.[l(lge_l ark A ccou n tilth 

The Boald of A ssessors, Parish of Orleans, legally adopts an annual budget, which aulhorizcs 
the mm ual appropriation of the Assessor's office. Thc budgetary practices include public 
lloticc, parlicipalion and inspection. A dditionally, the Board of A ssessors' bud~get authorizes 
supplem cnlary appropriations during the year to the A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish 
of Orlcaus, Since the Board of Assessors legally adopts a budget, tbc Assessor, First 
M unicipM D istrict, Parish of Orleans, is not required to follow the legal budgetary practices 
of public nolice, participation and inspections. W hen a budget is not adopted, generally 
accepted accounting principles does not require the presentation of the statem ent of revenues, 
cxpenditurcs and changes iJ~ the fund balances - budget and actual - all governm ental fired 
types, conscquently Ibis slatem enl is not presenled w ith the basic financial statem ents. 

7. Assess0!~'s Salal3, andJ._'ersonal Allow ancqs 

The salary of each Assessor in the Parish of Orleans is paid by the Board of A ssessors, Parish 
of Orleans, and therefore is not included in the accom panying financial statem enls. In 
additior, to their annual salary, A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans, is 

granted ten pcrccnt (10%) of their annual compensation as a personal expenditure allowance 
provided that the tax receipts of the respective tax recipient bodies shall not be reduced. The 
am ount of personal expenditures incurred by the Assessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of 
Orleans, is included in the accom panying G eneral Purpose Financial Statem ents. 

8. 3~aeation al!d..Sjckl,eave 

The employees of the Assessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans, earn ten (10) 
vacalion days upon completion of one (1) full year of employlnent. Upon five (5) full years 
of employment and up to fiflccn (15) full years of employment, employees earn fifteen (15) 
vacation days. Employees with more than fifteen (15) full years of employment earn twenty 



 

A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N I(3 PA L D IST R IC T 

PA IIISIt O F O R I,EA N S 

N O T ES T O  FIN A N C IA l, STA TEM EN T S 

D EC EM BER 31, 1999 

NO TE A - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO I,ICIES - CO NTIN UH ) 

8. Vacatim~and Sick]~gaye~continuedj 

(20) vacation clays. Vacation leave not taken at the end of the year is not carried ovcr to the 
next year; consequently, vacation leave is not accrued at the end of the year. Sick leave is 

earned at the rate of one-half (1/2) day for each month of employment. Sick leave may bc 
accum ulated indefinitely by the cm ployces. U nused sick leave can bc taken only in the event 
of illness and is not convertible to pay upon term ination of em ploym ent or relircm cnt; 
accordingly, no accruals are reflected in the financial statem ent. Vacalion and sick pay 
expenditure are charged to operations w hen taken by elnployees of the A ssessor, First 
M unicipal District, Parish of Orlcans. 

9. C ash a0_0 Qash Fquivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents include cash and deposits w ith original m aturities of 90 days or 
less. Under stale law , the A ssessor m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, inleresl bearing 
dem and deposils, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized under 
Louisiana l.aw and national banks having their principal office in Louisiana and m ay invest 
in U nited Stales bonds, treasury notes or certificates. These arc classified as investm ents if 
their original naaturities exceed 90 days. 

NO TE B - (~ENER AI~ H X ED A SSETS -- A CCO U NT G RO UP 

A sunnnary of changes in general fixed assets follow 

Fm-nilure & Equipm ent 

N O TE C - PENSIO N PI,A N 

Balance 
01/01/99 

$ 22,776 

Additions Balance 
12/31/99 

$= 22,776 

All fidl-fim c em ployees of the Assessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans, are m em bers 
of the Louisiana Assessor's Retirem ent System . In addition to em ployee payroll deductions, a 
portion of the Board's allotm ent is rem itted to the retirem ent system . 
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A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N IC II'A I, D ISTR IC T 

PA R ISH O F O R LEA N S 

N O TES TO FIN A N CIA l, STA TEM EN TS 

D EC EM BEI,I 31, 1999 

NO TE C - I'EN SIO N PLAN - C O NTINUEI) 

The rctirclnenl system is a state-w idc defined benefit m ultiple em ployer public retirem ent 
system . The system is adm inistered and controlled by a separate board of trustees, w ilh 
contribution rales approved by the Louisiana ],egislature. Contributions of participants and tile 
Board's allolm ent are pooled w ithin the system to fund accrued benefits. The Assessor, First 
M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans does not guarantee the benefits granted by the retirem ent 

system . 

Follow ing is a sum nlary of the Louisiana A ssessor's Retirem ent Fund for tile m ost rccenl 
valuation dale, which w as Septem ber 30, 1999: 

Actuarial Value of Plan A ssets 

_U n fund ed l~_c:l)sion J~ encfi t Obligation 

$ 99,540,025 

$ 33,878,583 

) Amount of the Assessor, First M tmicipal District, Parish of Orleans, 
Current Year Covered Payroll $ 95,417 

Am ount of tile A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans, 
Current Y ear Total Payroll $ 103,382 

2) All full lime employees of the Assessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of' 
Orleans, arc m em bers of the Retirem ent System . 

Retirement benefits are computed based on the highest thirty-six (36) 
consecutive or joined monflas of salary. 

A particillant may retire ariel twelve (12) years of creditable service and 55 
years of ~ge or older, or at age 50 with 30 years creditable service. 

The 1 ,ouisiana A ssessor's Retirem ent Fund w as created 
by the provision of Act 91 of the 1950 Legislature, as am ended, 
up lo and including, A ct 256 of 1986 and required the 
follow ing provisions: 

"]'he A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of 
Orleans, is rcquired to contribute 5.75%  of covered 
Payroll w hich shall be rem itted to the 1 ~ouisiana 
A ssessor's l;',etirem enl Fund. 



 

A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N IC IPA L D ISTR IC T 

PA R ISH  O F O R LEA N S 

N O TES TO FI NA N CIA L STA TEM ENTS 

D E C EM BEI~, 31, 1999 

NO TE C - PENSIO N PLAN - CO NTIN UED 

Em ployee actual contributions 
]2m ployer actual contributions 

Total Contributions 

The contributions arc 12.0%  of the total covered payroll 

The assum ptions used for valuation w ere the sam e as 
those utilized for the prior year except for a restricting of the 
m elllod used to calculate tim  assmned m axim um benefit 
payabtc by the syslem and a change in the assmncd 
rate of rclircm ent. 

Thc ],ouisiana A ssessor's Retirem ent System , a cost-sharing 
m M liple-em ployer plan, does no/conduct separate 
m easurem ents of assets and pension benefit obligations 
for individual em ployers. A lso, m em bership data is not 
available by individual em ployer. Thc aum unl shown below 
as the "pension benefit obligation" is a standardized 
disclosure m easure of the present value of pension 
benefits for the slate-w ide plan: 

A ctive M em bers 

Retirces, beneficiaries and terminated em ployees 

Total pension benefit obligation 

Total net assets available for benefits 

The historical trend inform ation shall be included 
in the separately issued Louisiana A ssessor's 
Retirem ent fund annual report. 

$ _  

6,678 
4.773 

11,451 

$ 124,503,429 

52.201.966 

$ !76,705,395 

$ !01,426,239 
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A SSESSO R 
FIR ST M U N IC IPA L D ISTR IC T 

PA RISII O F O RLEA NS 

N O TE S TO  F! N A N C I A L STA TEM EN T S 

D E C EM BER  31, 1999 

N O TE D -- CO M M ITM ENTS A ND CO NTING EN CIES 

The A ssessor, First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans, leases an aulom ohilc. The lease is 
considered for accounting purposes to be a non-cancelablc operating lease. Rental expenses for 
lhc year ended Deccmbcr 31, 1999 totaled $5,274. 

A s of I)eccm ber 31, 1999, filture m ininm m rental conm litm ents under the lease are as follow s 

Lease C olnm ilm ell[ 

Y ear Endine D ecem ber 31 

2000 
2001 

$ 5,675 
_ L891 

$. 7,566 

NO TE E - Y EAR 2000 - CO M PUTER SYSTEM S 

The Y ear 2000 issue related 1o lim itations in com puler system s and applications thai m ay prevent 
proper rccognilion of lhe Y ear 2000. The potenlial effect of the Y ear 2000 issue on the 
Assessor, First M unicipal Dislrict, Parish of Orleans will not be fully determ inable until lhe Year 
2000 and Ihercatler. If Year 2000 m odifications are not properly com plcted either by the 
Assessor, I~'irst M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans or entities w ith which the A ssessor, First 
M unicipal D ish-tel, Parish of Orleans conducts business, the A ssessor, First M unicipal D ish'ict, 
Parish of Orleans' revenues and financial condition could be adversely im pacted. 



C H A R M A IN E PItIL IPS PL A T E N B U R G  
Certified Public Accountant 

A ssessor 
First M unicipal D istrict 

Parish of Orleans 

Independent A ccountant's Report 
OH 

Agreed-Upon A ttestation Procedures 

For the Year E nded 

D ecem ber 31, 1999 

See A ccompanying A ccountant's Agreed-Upon A ttestation Report. 

340 Poydras Street ~ Suite 2130 
Phone: 504-561-1111 ~ 

~ New Orleans, LA ~ 70112 
Fax: 504-561-1114 



C H A R M A IN E PItILIPS PL AT EN BU R G  
Certified Public A ccountant 

Independent Accountant's Report 
O n A pplying A greed-Upon Procedures 

To the Assessor 
First M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans 

1 have perform ed the procedures included  in the Louisiana Government Audit Guide and 
em mlcraled below , which w ere agreed to by the m anagem ent of A ssessor:, First M unicipal District, 
Parish of Orleans and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in 
evaluating m anagem ent's assertions about Assessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans' 
com pliance w ith certain laws and regulations during the twelve m onths ended D ecember 31, 1999 

included in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This; agreed-npon procedurcs 
engagem ent was perform ed in accordance with standards established by the Am erican Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the 
specified users of the report. Consequently, I m ake no representation regarding, the sufficiency of 
the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this repoJ"t has been requested or 
for any olher purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

Select all expenditures m ade during the year for m aterial and supplies exceeding $15,000, or 
public works exceeding $100,000, and detenrfine whether such purchases w ere m ade in 
accordancc with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

During m y exam ination, I did not note any expenditure for m aterials or supplies that excccdcd 
$15,000, nor did 1 note any expenditure for public works that exceedcd $100,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Offi cials and Public Emtdoyees 

2. Obtain flora m anagem ent a list of thc im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board m em ber as 

defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of oulside business interests of 
all board m em bers and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent provided m e w ith the required list including the noted infonnation 

3. Oblain fi'om m anagem ent a list of all em ployees paid during the period under exam ination 

M anagem ent provided m e w ith the required list 

340 Poydras Street ~ Suite 2130 ~ New Orleans, LA ~ 70112 
Phone: 504-561-1111 ~ Fax: 504-561-1114 



Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees (continued) 

l)etem finc whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained fi'om 

management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained fi'om 
management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family members. 

Nonc of the em ployees included oll the list of em ployees provided by m anagem ent in agreed 
upon procedure (3) appeared on the list provided by mauagement in agreed-upon procedure (2). 

Budgeting 

5. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents 

M anagcm cnl provided m e w ilh a copy ofthe original budget. The budget w as am ended during 
the year. 

6. Trace flae budget adoption and am endm ents to 'the m inute book 

The Board of A ssessors, Parish of Orleans, legally adopts an annual budget, which authorizes tim 
annual apprepriation of the A ssessor's office. The budgetary practices include public notice, 
participation and inspection. Additionally, the Board of Assessors' budget authorizes 
supplem enIa~-y appropriations during the year to the A ssessor. Since the Board of Assessors 
legally adopls a lm dget, the A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans, is not required 
to follow the legal budgetary  practices of public notice, participation and inspections. 

Com pare lhc revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determ ine if actual revenues failed to m eet budgeted revenues by 5%  or m ore 
or if actual expenditures exceed budgeted am ounts by 5%  or m ore. 

1 com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures A s a result of the com parison, it appeared that actual revenues cam e w ithin 1.5%  
of the budgeled am ounts. Actual expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeted am ounts by 
m ore than 5% . 

Accounting and Reporting 

8. Randonfly selecl six (6) disbursements made during the period under examination and 
a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee; 

1 exam ined supporting docum entation fox" each of the six selected disbursem ents and found that 
paym ent w as for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee. 

b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
account; and 



Accounting and Reporting (continued) 

l rcvicwcd the ~,cncral ledger to ensure thai the six (6) selected transactions were properly coded 
to lhc approprialc general ledger account. 

c) delcrmmc whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

lnspccfion of docum entation supporting each of Ihc six selected disburscm enls indicatcd 
approvals fiom the A ssessor. 

M eetings 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating thai agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inule book w ere 

posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetin~,s law). 

The Board of A ssessors norm ally m eets on a m onthly basis. N otices regarding the m onlhly 
m eetings and the accom panying agendas are posted on the first floor of City H all, City of New 
O rleans. It appears that the A ssessor, Firsl M unicipal District, Pm'ish of Orleans com plied w ith 

requirements of l~SA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (open meetings law). 

D ebt 

10. Exam ine bank deposils for the period under exam ination and determ ine w hether any such 
dcposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

1 obscrvcd copies of all bank deposit slips for the pcriod under exam ination and noted no 
deposits, which appeared to be procceds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

11. Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determine whether any paym ents have 
been m ade to em ployees, which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

l inspected payroll records for the year and noted no instances, which w otdd indicale paym ents 
lo em ployees, which w ould constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

1 noted thal the A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans failed to subm il the 
attestation report w ithin six m onths of the close of the fiscal year, as required by the Louisiana 
Audit Guide. 

l'cr m y obsc~vation of the A ssessor, First M unicipal District, Parish of Orleans' prior year audit 
report that w as performed by John Todd, certified public accountant, dated June 10, 1999, 1 did 
not note any com m enls re~,arding any audit findings or unresolved m atters. 



1 was nol engaged to, and did not perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, 1 do not express such an 
opinion. H ad I perform ed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have eorne to m y altenlion 
that would have been reported to you. 

This reporl is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the A ssessor, First M tm icipal 
D istrict, Parish of Orleans and the Legislative A uditor, State of Louisiana, and should not bc 
used by those who have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency 
of the procedures for their purposes. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is 
distributed by the I,egislative A uditor as a public docum ent. 

Septem ber 25, 2(}00 

go, 

Charm aiue P. l}latenburg 
Cerlified Public Accountant 



I,OUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 



July 17, 2009 

LO UISIANA ATTESTATIO N QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

Charm aine F'. Platenburg, CPA 
1340 Poydras Street, Suite 2130 
New O rleans. [A 70112 

In connection w ith your com pilation of our financial statem ents as of Decem ber 31, 1999 and for 
the year then ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana 
Governm ental Audit Guide, we m ake the following representations to you. W e accept full 
responsibility for our com pliance with the following laws and regulation and the internal controls 
over com pliance with such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our com pliance with the 
follow ing laws and regulations prior to m aking these representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (/-~ _ ~ _[~) 
Public Bid Law 
It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law , LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where 

applicable, the regulations of the Division of Administration, State Purchasing Off~e.. 
Yes[V'] No[ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 
It is true that no em ployees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a 
service, loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101- 
1124. 

Yes [v]/No [ ] 

It is true that no rnem ber of the im m ediate fam ily of any m em ber of the governing authority, or 
the chief executive of the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by the governm ental entity 
after April 1, 1980, under circum stances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes IV'J" No [ ] 

Budgeting 
W e have com plied with the state budgeting requirem ents of the Local Governm ent Budget Act 
(LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes [V~' No [ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 
All non-exem pt governm ental records are available as a public record and have been retained 
for at least three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. /  

Yes[t/]'No[ ] 

W e have filed our annual financial statem ents in accordance w ith LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463 
and/or 39:92, as applicable. 

Yes [.v/]'No [ ] 



W e have; had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance 

M eetings 
W e have com plied with the provisions of the O pen M eetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 through 
42:12. 

Yes [~2J" No [ ] 

Debt 
It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake 
purchases in the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered into any lease- 
purchase agreem ents, without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by 
Article VII. Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article Vl, Section 33 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution. and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65 

Yes ~ '/No [ 

Advances and Bonuses 
It is true we [lave not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of 
Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79- 
729 

Yes [,v']'/No [ ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as 
well as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have m ade available to you 
docum entation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you w ith any com m unications from regulatory agencies or other sources 
concerning any possible noncom pliance w ith the foregoing laws and regulations, including any 
com m unications received between the end of the period under exam ination and the issuance of 
this report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance 
w hich m ay occur subsequent to the issuance of your report, 

Secretary Date 

Treasurer Date 

President .~_-~'~ D a t e 
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l"ailure to com plete and subm it the attestation report w ithin six m onths of 
the close of the fiscal year, as required by the Louisiana Audit Guide. 

R cf. N o, C orrective A ction Plan 

Gcnera The Honorable Patricia Johnson (the Assessor) will engage a certified 
public accountant to perform an attestation on the A ssessm, First 
M unicipal D istrict, Parish of Orleans by February 16, 2001 for tim year 
ending D ecem ber 31, 2000. This should give the certified public 
accountan t sufficient tim e to com plete the attestation by the required 
deadline. 


