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Board of Directors 
Advocacy. Center 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

1/lave audited the aCCOmpanying stitetuent of financial position of die Advocacy Center (a non-profit 
corporation) as of September 30, 1999, and the related statements of activities and cash flows for the year filer 
ended. These financial statements arc the responsibility of the corporation's management. M y responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 

] conducted ray audit in accordance with genemUy accepted auditing slandards and Governraent 
AnditingSStandards, issued  by th e Complroller General oflhe United Stiles. Those standards require th ai ] plan 
and perforra th e audit to obtain reaso nable assurance  about whether th e financial statemems are free of material 
ufisstitement. An audit includes exantining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing file accouming plinciples used and significant 
es lin~tes made Io3' roa nageraenl, as well as evaluating the overall financial stalenlent plesei'ltafion. I ba lieve thai 
my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

In my opinion, the financial stitemenls referred to abo ve present fairly, in all material respccls, th e 
financial po sition of tile Advocacy Center as of September 30, 1999, and th e changes iu its net assets and its cash 
flows for the year then curled in conformity with geueral/y accepted  accounting principles . 

In accordance w4th Govem tuent AuditingStandards, 1 have also issued  my repo rt dated January 6, 
2000, on my cousideration of die Advocacy Center's intern al control over financial repo rting and ray test of its 
compliance  with ce rtain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. 

M y audit was m ade for th e purpose of funning an opinion on the basic fina ncial statements of the 
Advocaoy Center taken as a whole. The supplemental sched ules listed  in the table of contents are prese nted  for 
file pu~  of additional analysis and are not a Jx:quired part of the basic financial statements. Tile sehcdule of 
expenditures of fed eral awards is required by the U. S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, 
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations." Such information has been subjected to 
the auditing procedures applied  in th e audit of the basic financial stitenlents and, in my opinion, is fairly stated  
ill all lna lerial respecls in relation to the bas ic financial statements taken as a whole. 

Nov,, Orleans, Louisiana 
Janua~ 6, 2000 
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Cash 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

STATEM ENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

September 30,1999 

ASSETS 

$ 127,950 

Investment sccurilics (Nolcs A4 and B) 12,626 

Receivables 
Grants (Notes C) 
Other 

Prepaid expenses 

Properly, fllrniturc and equipm ent-at cost 
(Noles A6 and D) 

Total assets 

131,210 
2,166 

10,751 

_ _ __ 9~28_0 

$ 293~983 

LIA BILITIES AND N ET ASSETS 

Accounts payable and accnled liabilities 

Accrtted vested annual leave benefits 

Commitments (N olo E) 
Total liabilities 

Nel assets 
Unrestricted 
Temporarily rcstricted 

Total net assets 
Total liabilities and net assets 
Tolal liabililies and net assets 

$ 44,493 

91.370 

62,324 
. 95,79_6 

158~L12_Q 

$ 293,983 

The accolnpanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement 

TO TAL 
M EM O RANDUM  ONLY 
SEPTEM BER 30. 1998 

$ 51,942 

12.727 

153,516 
1.951 

_  55~ 970 

$; 225~706 

$ 55,217 

88,712 

_  1439~ p_29 

22,026 
~97.2~51 

8_17,77277 

$225,706 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

STATEM ENT O F A CTIVITIES 

For the 3"ear ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

REVENUE 
Cnants 

GoVenllnenta| 
Foundations 

In vestlncnt i|l colne 
Contributions 
Ultrealized apFreciation <depreciation> 

on m arketable securities 
Attorn ey fees 
Other 
Net asse ts released from restrictions 

Total revenues 

EXPENSES 
Salaries 
Fringe benefits 
Travel 
Operating services 
Conlractual services 
Office supplies 
Other costs 
t';quipnlenl expenses 

Total e, xpe~ s 

Increase <decrease> ill nel asscls 

Net assets, beginning of yeea 

Net assets, end of year 

Unrcstrit~ed 

2,408 
5,229 

<698> 

1,234 

_ Z O~Q!OU  0~3 

1,240,356 
226,321 
74,624 
237,401 
115,238 
22,797 
20,965 

__ ~ ~ 276 
1~968~978 

40,298 

_ . 2~ 02_6 

$ 62324 

Tem porarily 
Restricted 

$ 1,832,242 
73,335 

1,000 

82,029 
48,542 

~2~Q~ 03> 
_  36~ _~45 

36,045 

59J 51 

1 95,796 

The accompanying nolcs are an integral part of ll~}s financial statem ent 

TOTAl, 
M EM OllANI)IJM  ONIA 

For the year 
el*ded 

~ ember 30~ 1999 

<698> 
82,029 
49,776 

76,343 

S17~Z777 

$_158,129 

For tile yt~r 
ended 

Septem bcr 3011998 

$ 1,636,976 
76,686 
2,625 
7.623 

76 
25,445 
2,350 

1,7513_8.! 

1,209,218 
242,384 
71,759 
231,023 
30,724 
21,114 
17,033 
257~ 207 

l h84848~  

<97,181> 

~ 128558 

$ 81~77 



ADVOCACY CEN~~ R 

STATEM ENT OF CASH FLOW S 

For lhe year ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

Increase <decrease> in cash and cash equivalents 

Cash flows from operating activities: 

Increase ill net assels 

Adjuslmenls to reconcile increase in net assets 
to net cash provided by operating activities: 
Depreciation 
Unrealized depreciation of investment securities 

Changes in assels and liabilities: 
Decrease in grants receivable 
Increase in other rec eivable 
Increase in prepaid expenses 
Decrease in accouuls payable and accrued liabilities 
Increase in accrued  vested annual leave benefits 

Nct cash provided by operating activi ties 

Cash flows from financing activities: 
Acquisilion of office equipm ent 

Net cash used in financing activities 

Cash flows from investing activities: 
Purchase of investment securities 

Net cash used in investing activities 

Net increa se in eash and cash equivalent 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of yea r 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statem ent. 
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5,970 
698 

22,306 
<215> 

<10,75]> 
<10,724> 

_ 2,658 

$ 76,343 

_  
9,942 

_ _  86~8~ 

<9.680> 

_  <9,680> 

<597> 

<597> 

76,008 

_~ 942 

_~ 127~950 



ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNTING POLICIES 

A summary of the significant accounting policies consistently applied in the preparation of thc 
accompanying financial slatem enls follows: 

Nature of Activities 

The Advocacy Center was organized to protect and advocate for the human and legal rigbls of 
persons living in Louisiana who are elderly or disabled. 

The corporation's financial statements are presented  in accordance with requirements cslablished  by 
the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) as set forth in lhe Slalemenl of Financial 
Accounting Standards No. 117, "Financial Statements of Not-For-Profit Organiz~ations," dated June 
1993. Accordingly, the net assets of the corporation are lvported in each of the following classes: 
(a) uureslrieted net assels, (b) temporarily restricted net assets, and (c) permanently restricted net 
assets. There are no permanently restricted net assets. 

Net assets of the restricted class are created  only by donor-imposed  restrictions on their use. All 
other no1 assets, iuchlding board-designated or appropriated  am ounts, are legally uureslricled, and 
arc reported as part oftbe unreslricted class. 

For finaucial reporling the corporation rocoguizes all contributed support as incom e in the period 
received . Contributed  support is reported  as unreslricted or restrJeled depe nding ou lhe e:dslencc  of 
donor siipulalions thai limit the use of the support. W hen a donor reslriclion expires, that is, when 
a stipulated time reslriclion ends or purpose restriction is acconlplished , lemporarily restricted net 
assets are classified  1o unrestricted net asse ts and reported  in the statement of activity as "net assets 
released  from restrictions". 

4. Investmen!s 

Investments in marketable securities with readily determ inable fair values and all investments in 
debt securities are reported a! their fair values in the statem ent of financial position. Unrealized 
gains and losses are included in the change in net assets. 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINUED 

5. Receivables 

Tile corporation considers accounts receivable to be fully collectible since lhe balance  consists 
principally of paym ents due under governm ental contracls. If am ounts due become uncollectible, 
they will be charged to operations when that determ ination is m ade. 

6. Proncrtv. Furniture and Eouil~nlen 

D epreciation is provided  for in am olm ts sufficient to relate the cosI of deprce iable assets to 
opcralions over lheir estim ated service lives, principally on the slraight-line-nlclhod. Depreciation 
expense for the year ended September 30, 1999 totaled $5,970. 

It is tile policy, of tile corporation to capitaliz~ all property, furniture, and eq uipm ent with an 
acquisition cost ill excess of $5,000. 

Cash Equivalents 

For purpose of lhe statem ent of cash flows, tile corporation considers all bigtdy liquid investm ents in 
m oney m arket fimds and dem and deposits to bc cash equivalents. 

8. Estim ates 

The preparation of financial stalenmnts in conformity with generally accepted accmmling principles 
requires m anagenlent 1o lYlakc estim ates and assulnptions lhat affce l cerlain reported alYiOllUtS aud 
disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from these estim alcs. 

9. Fair Values of Financial Investments 

Cash, cash equivalents, and tempo rary investments carrying amounts reported in the statem ent of 
financial posilion approximale fair values because of lhe short m aturities of those im.,esbnenls. Tile 
fair values of marketable securities are based on quoted markel prices for those or similar 
investments. 

10. Total Colum ns of Com bined Statem ents - Overview 

Total colmnns arc captioned "M em orandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to assist 
with financial analysis. Data in lhese colunm s do not present financial po sition or changes in net 
as~ ls in confonnily wilb generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such dala comparable 
1o a consolidation. 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CO NTINUED 

NOTE B - INVESTM ENT SECURITIES 

September 30, 1999 

Investm ent securities, at September 30, 1999 consist of the following: 

Government Agency Obligations M utual Fund $ 774 
M orlgage Backed Securities M utual Fund 11,281 

~1L055 

Fair 
M arket 
Value 

$ 336 
_ ~ 90 
$=12~626 

The unrealized  deprecialion for the year ended September 30, 1999 totaled  $698, and the nnrealized 
apprecialion as of Seplember 30, 1999 totaled $571. 

NO TE C - GRA NTS R ECEIVABLE 

Grants receivable at September 30, 1999 consist of the following: 

U. S. Department of Health and Human Services 
U. S. Departm ent of Education 
Allen Council on Aging, lnc. 
Jefferson Davis Council on Aging, Inc. 
Louisiana Bar Foundation 
Louisiana State Planning Council on 
Developmenlal Disabilities 

Louisiana Deparhnent of Justice 
Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network 
New Orleans Council on Aging, Inc. 

$ 4,304 
9,419 

69 
37 
21 

16,371 
87,101 
11,821 

$ A~L21Q 



ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CO NTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

NOTE D - PROPERTY, FURNITURE AND EQUIPM ENT 

Property, furnitmv and equipm ent at September 30, 1999 consists of the following 

Equipm ent 
Funuture and fixtures 

css acea mulaled depreciation 

$ 127,171 
23,35_7 
150.528 

_<141,248> 
$ ~99280 

Properly, furniture and equipm ent represents acquisitions of tangible personal property with funds provided 
to the corporation by the federal governm ent, agencies of the State of Louisiana, or unrestricted funds. The 
federal and slate governments retain a reversionary interest in the capital assets acquired wilh their rituals. 

NO TE E - CO M M ITM ENTS 

The corporation leases office space for its adm inistrative office in New Orleans and three branch locations 
in Lafayette, Baton Rouge, and Shreveport under nonea ncellable agreements accounted for as operating 
leases. The New Orlea ns, Baton Rouge, and Shreveport leases expire April 30, 2003, M arch 31, 2006, and 
December, 2000, respectively. The Lafayette offi ce is leased m onth-to-m onth. 

Future nfinimum lease payments are as follows: 

Year ending Septem ber 30 

2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
thru 2006 

$ 93,874 
86,954 
84,634 
56,134 
16,234 

_ __  24,353 

$ 36LI83 

Tile rental expense for the year ended September 30, 1999 totaled $112,583 
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ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

NO TE F -FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

Septem ber 30, i 999 

Tile functional ex-penses for the year ended September 30, 1999 consist of the following 

M anagem ent and general 
Advocacy. for the people with 

disabilities and senior citizens 

NO TE G - RETIREM ENT PLAN 

$ 251,512 

_ ~ 7,466 
_$ L768,878 

The Advoeacy Center sponsors a defined contribution simplified employee pension plan covering all 
employees twenty-one yea rs or older who have worked for lbe organization in at lea st three of tile 
inuned iately preced ing five years and earned at least $327 in ea ch year. The corporation decides lhe 
amount, if anyllling, to contribute ea ch yea r to the individual retirement accounts for lhe eligible employees 
based on a percentage of annual cmnpcnsation. The percentage, determ ined by the Board of Directors, was 
3% or $27,465 for lhe year ended September 30, 1999. 

NO TE H - INCOM E TAXES 

The corporation is exempt from corporate income taxes under Section 501(e)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

NO TE 1 -. BOARD O F DIRECTO RS' CO M PENSATION 

The Board of Directors is a voluntary board; tbercfore, no compensation has been paid to any m ember 

NO TE J - FEDERALLY A SSISTED PRO G RA M S 

The Advocacy Center participates in a number of fed erally assisted program s. These program s are audited 
in accordance ~4lh tile S~p_g.le Audit Act Amendments of 1996 Audits of prior years have not resulted ill 
ally disallowed  COsls; however, grantor agencies m ay provide for further exaulinations. Based  on prior 
experience, the corpo ration's m anagement believes that further exam inations would not result in ally 
significant disallowed costs. 



 

ADVO CACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

NOTE K - CONCENTRATION OF CREDIT RISK 

Tile cash balances are adequately insured against possible loss. 

NO TE L - ECO NOM IC DEPENDENCY 

The Corporation received the majority of its revcntle from fm~ds provided through grants administered by 
the federal govermnent and the State of Louisiana. The graut amounts arc appropriated each year by tile 
federal and state governments. If significant budget cuts are made at the federal and/or state level, tl~e 
amount of the funds the corporation receives could be reduced  significantly aud have an adverse impact on 
its operations. At the time of completion of lhc exanfination of the corp oration's financial slatemenls, 
umuagem enl was nol aware of any actions taken that would adversely affect the am ount of funds the 
corp oration will receive in the nexl fiscal year. 

The corp oration is supported prim arily through government grants. Approximately 90%  of the 
corporation's supporl for the year ended September 30, 1999 came from government grants. 
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ADV O CACY CENTER 

SCH EDULE O F EXPENDITURES O F FEDERAL AW ARDS 

For the year ended September 30, 1999 

u. s. I)EPAI(fM ENT OF IlEAl,']11 AND tlUMAN SERVI(?ES 

PI olecli~l and Advocacy for file Developraenlally i)isabled 

Protection aald Advocacy for the Individuals with M enial lllne~ 

Pass througfi Governor's Ofdcc of Elderly Affai~s: 
Title 111 t3 Supporlive Services 
(hnbudsmaJI 
Ombudsman 
Ombu dsnlVal 1 ,egal A~,~istance l~og~ am 
Ombud.glnan Legal Assistance Program 
Plofes.sional ser~,ices Caleasieu 

Pass thr ougi~ ncmprofil or ganiT.~/ions: 
Piaquemlt~s Council on Aging 
Plaqucmines Council on Aging 
Cajun Area Agency on Aging, Inc. 
New Orlean~ Council on Aging, Inc. 
New Orlealt,; Council on Aging. ln~. 
Calcasieu parish Voluntary Council on Aging, hie 
11o~ier Council on Aging, Inc. 
Allen Council on Aging, inc. 
Allen Council on Aging, Inc. 
Jefferson Davis Council on Aging Inc. 
Jeff erson Davis Council on Aging, Inc. 

Pa~s tbl'ou#~ Louizim~ State planrfirlg Council on 
I)evelopmental Disabilities: 
Communhy 1 .iving Onlbtld~lllan ]~rogram 
It's Your Life Conferellce 

Tolal U. S. l%'paral~en! ofileahh mid Huma~l Scrvices 

13. S. I),Y, PART M  ENT O F I*.I~,~3CATION 

Client A.~sistanee Proglam  

Proleclion arid Advocacy Pfogrmn 

l'roteciion and Advocacy  

P~ss Ilwough Louisiana A.ssistive Technology Acces.~ Network: 
Tectmology-Related/L~sistancc for Individuals with Disabilities 

Total U. S. Dep aanlent of Education 

'1" o't al ~i:ed era~ A-war d~ 

NOTI';S TO SCIIEDUI,F, OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL ASVARI)S 

GRANT 
PERIO D 

10/01/9g-09/30/99 

10/01/98-09/30/99 

07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30100 
07/01/9g-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30/00 
01/01/99-06/30/99 

07/01/99-06/30/00 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30/00 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
01/01198d 2/31/98 
07/01198-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30/00 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30/00 

07/01198-06/30/99 
09/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/99-06/30/00 

FEI)ERAL 
CFDA 

NUM BER 

93.630 

93.138 

93.044 
93.044 
93.044 
93.044 
93.633 

93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 

93.630 
93.630 
93.630 

10/01/98-09/30/99 84.161A 

10/01/98-09/30/99 

07/14/99.09/30/99 

09101/98-08/31/99 

84.240A 

84.343A 

TOTAl, 
FEDIr~RAI, 

EXPEN1)ITURES 

$ 49g,616 

283.165 

70,416 
20,464 
50~52 
11,507 
3,684 

9,900 
9,000 

_  11772 

1,050~972 

63,206 

72,503 

5,920 

_  6_6,55_1 

__  408 Ig0 

The accompanying Schedule of l;xl~mditures of Federal Awards has been prepared on the accrual baxis of accounting. Grant revenues are recorded, for finaa~cial 
reporting puq)oses, when Advocacy Center has met the cost of reimbursement or funding qualifications for the r~pective ~ n~. 



 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
O VER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN A UDIT OF FINANCIA L 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 
W ITH G O VERNM ENT AUDITING STA NDARDS 

Board of Directors 
Advocacy Cenler 

I have audited tile financial statements of the Advocacy Center as of and for tlle year ended 
September 30, 1999, and have issued my reporl thereon dated January

. 6, 2000. I conducted my audit ill 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards applicable In financial audils 
contained ill _Gm,~ _n_Lnfflt Auditing Standards, issued by the Complm ller General of the United Slates 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile Advocacy Center's financial 
slalem enls arc free of material m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its com pliance wilh certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could lmvc a direct and material effect 
on the delerminafion of financial statem ent am ounts. }towever, providing an opinion on compliance with 

those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The 
results of ruy tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 

A 

Internal Control Over Financial Rennrllne 

Ill planning and performing my audit 1 considered the Advocacy Center's internal control over 
financial reporling in order to determ ine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion 
on the financial s(atements and not to provide assurance on tile internal control over financial reporting. 
M y consideration oflhc internal conlrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters 
ill the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is 
a condilion in which the design or operation of one or more of the intenlal control conlponeRls does not 
red uce to a relatively low level flee risk that misstatem ents in amounts lluat would be m aterial in relation to 
tile financial statements being audited my occur and not be dctecled within a timely period by employees 
in tile normal course of performing their assigned functions. I noted no matters involving the intenlal 
eonlrol over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be material wea knesses. 

This reporl is intended for the iifform ation and use of the audit com mittee, m anagement, others 
wilhin lhe organization and the federal awarding agencies and pass-through agencies and is not inlended 
to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parlies. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 6, 2000 
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M EM BER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Society o! Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: {504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITH RFQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
I'O EACH M AJOR PROGRAM  AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
CO M PLIA NCE IN ACCO RDAN CE W ITH O M B CIRCULAR A-133 

Board of Directors 
Advocacy Center 

Conqflianee 

I have audited the compliance of the Advocacy Center witll the types of compliance requirem ents 
described in the "U. S. Office of M anagement and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 Compliance 
Supplenlcnt" that arc applicable to each of its major fed eral programs for the year ended September 30, 
1999. Advocacy Center's major federal programs arc identified in the sunmlary of auditor's results 
section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. Compliance wilh the 

rcquircments of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal progrmus is 
the responsibility of the Advocacy Center's m anagement. M y responsibilily is to express an opinion on 
the Advoc acy Center's compliance based on my audit. 

l conducted my audit of compliance in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
the slandards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards. issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; and OM B Circular A-133, "Andils of the Slates, Local 
Governm ents, Non-Profit Organizations." Those standards and OM B Circular A-133 require thai 1 plan 
aud perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether nonco mpliance with the types of 
compliance requirements referred  to above that could have a direct and material effect Oll a nlajor federal 
program occurred . All audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence sbout Advocacy Center's 
compliance ~4th those requirements and perform ing such other procedures as 1 considered necessary in 
the circo m stanccs. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. M y audit does not 
provide a legal dctenltination on the Advocacy Center's compliance wi th those requirements. 

In my opinion, Advocacy Center co m plied , in all m atcrial respe cts, wi th tile rcquircnlcnts 
referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for tile year cnded September 
30. 1999. 

Fin 

The manal,ement of tile Advocacy Center is responsible for establishing and m aintaining 
cffeclive internal control over eonlpliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 
applicable to federal programs. In planning and peffonuing my audit, I considered the Advocacy Center's 
internal control over compliance with requirements that could havc a direct and material effect on a major 
federal program in order to determ ine my auditing proc edures for the purpose of expressing my opinion 
on compliance and to test and report on internal co ntrol over com pliance in accordance with OM B 
Circular A-133. 

MEMBER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants - Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



 

M y consideration of tile intern al control over complianea  would not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the internal control that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in 
which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that noneom p]ianea  with applicable requirem ents of laws, regulations, 

contracts and grants that would be material in relation to a n/ajor federal program being audited may 
occur and not be detected v~4thin a timely period by employees in the norn ml course of perforufing their 
assigned fimelions. I noted no m atters involving lbe  intern al control over compliance and its operation 
that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information and use of the audit commitlee, management, others 
within the organization and the fed eral awarding agencies and pass-through agencies and is not intended 
to be  aod  should not be used  by anyone other than these specified parties. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
January 6, 2000 



 

ADVO CACY CENTER 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

SUM M ARY OF TIlE AUDITOR'S REPORT 

1. 

2. 

5. 

6. 

An unqualified opinion was issued on the financial statements of th e auditec 

The statement that reportable condilions in inlerua l control were disclosed by the audit of the 
financial stalen/enls and whetber any such conditions were material weaknesses is not applicable. 

The audit disclosed no inslances of noncompliance thai were material lo lhc finaoc ial statements 
of the audits. 

"/'he statcme~lt tha! reportable conditions in inlernal conlrol over major programs were disclosed 
by th e audit and wheth er any such condilions welt material weaknesses is not applicable. 

An unqualified opinion was issued on compliance for major programs. 

The audit disclosed no findings whicb are required to be reporled under Section 510(a) of 
Circular A- 133. 

M ajor programs for the fiscal year ended September 30, 1999 were 

U. S. Deparhnent of Health and Human Services 
Proleclion and Advocacy for th e 
Developmentally Disabled  (CFDA #93.630) 

Prolection and Advocacy for Individuals with 
M ental Illness (CFDA #93.138) 

Passed th rough Louisiana State Planning Council 
on Developmental Disabilities: 
Colmnnnity Living Ombudsman Program (CFDA# 93.630) 
It's Your Life Conference (CFDA# 93.630) 

The dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and '/~~pe t3 programs was $300,000. 
Since th e Type A program expenditures vvem not suffi cient to satisfy lhe 25%  testing rule

, a Typc 

B program was deemed a major program. 

9. Tbe auditee qualified as a low-risk andilec 



 

ADVOCACY (]ENTER 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - CONTINUED 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

There were no findings relaled to the financial stalemenls for tile year ended September 30, 1999 

W  

There were no items identified in tile course of my testing during tile current year required  1o be reported. 



A DVO CACY CENTER 

STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

There were no prior year audit findings. 


