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Natchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 
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Natchitoches. Louisiana 71458-0775 

Dear Com m ission Mem bers 
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11!1 EI'IIONI : (225) 339-3800 
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W e notified the secretary-treasurer of the Natchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 
(commission) seven times between November 30, 1998, and February 14, 2000, of his audit 
responsibilities under state law. This law requires sworn annual financial statem ents to be 
subm itted to m y office within ninety days of the close of the com m ission's fiscal year. Because 
we did not receive a response to our requests, we planned to perform a financial audit of the 
com m ission. In addition, on June 25, 1999, we requested the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of 
Court to discontinue providing funds to the com m ission until all annual financial statem ents 
were subm itted to m y office. W e do note that the secretary-treasurer of the com m ission serves 
on a voluntary basis and does not receive compensation. Also, the judges' offices of the Tenth 
Judicial District Court were not involved in the daily operations or in the receipt and 
disbursem enl of com m ission funds. 

W e were unable to perform the financial audit of the com m ission because the financial 
records were generally non-existent. There were num erous m issing bank statem ents, all paid 
invoices were missing, and all check stubs (documentation of date, payee, and amount of 
check) were not completed. The commission's bank account was closed on October 22, 1998, 
and the last cl-leck written on the bank account was dated April 11, 1997 (over 3 years ago). 
Exhibit 1 provides a Statem ent of Cash Receipts and Disbursem ents beginning from the date of 
the last audit (E)ecember 31, 1992) to the date the checking account was closed (October 22, 
1998). 

The Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court issued 189 checks, totaling $22,902, from 
Novem ber 15, 1993, through June 21, 1999, to the com m ission that were never deposited in 
the com m ission's bank account. The clerk of court's chief deputy inform ed us that the checks 
were provided to the com mission by placing the checks in the secretary-treasurer's courthouse 
m ailbox for pickup. The secretary-treasurer said he did not receive these checks. In addition, 
the clerk of court is holding 39 checks totaling $5,582 for the period June 30, 1999, through 
July 31, 2000, at our request. The chief deputy inform ed us that all of these checks, totaling 
$28,484, are currently carried as outstanding checks on the clerk of court's bank reconciliation. 
Exhibit 2 provides a sum m ary of these paym ents m ade by the clerk of court to the com m ission. 

W e obser~,ed commission library books that were not updated in over 5 years (e.g., 
United States Code; books were last updated in 1993; Blashfield Autom obile Law and Practice 
books were last updated in 1989; and Applem an Insurance Law and Practice books were last 
updated in 1991). The chief judge informed us that these library books were not updated 
because they either were never used by anyone or were not cost effectiw ~ to m aintain. 
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He said that a law library is maintained that is available for use by the judiciary, 
m em bers of the bar, and the generat public of Natchitoches Parish. This library includes two 
com plete sets of the following law books: 

~ Louisiana Civil Code 
~ Louisiana Constitution 
~ Louisiana Revised Statutes 
~ Code of Crim inal Procedure 
~ Code of Civil Procedure 
~ Southern Reporter 

The chief judge said that the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury has paid the cost of 
maintaining this law library. However, he said that the police jury is financially unable to 
continue paying for m aintaining the law library and he planned on using com m ission funds to 
m aintain the library in the future. 

The Natchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission should develop a w ritten plan for 
operating the law library. This plan should include law books and com puter software to be 
m aintained, locations where the library boeks or com puter term inals w ill be available, financial 
records that will be m aintained, and procedures to ensure that annual sworn financial 
statem ents are filed w ith the legislative auditor. If the com m ission elects to continue not using 
the funds available for the library, we suggest that the Natchitoches Parish Law Library 
Com m ission be abolished. This will require a legislative act since the com m ission was created 
by the Louisiana Legislature. 

Your responses to this letter are included as Attachm ent 1. Copies of this letter and the 
attachm ent have been delivered to the m em bers of the Natchitoches Parish Law Library 
Com m ission, Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, and other authorities as required by state law. 

ESS:G LM :G CA:tn 

Attachm ent 

Daniel G . Kyle, CPA, CFE 
Legislative Auditor 



Exhibit 

Natchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Cash Receipts and Disbursem ents 
For the Period January 1, 1993, through O ctober 22, 1998 

CASH RECEIPTS: 
Fees -- clerk of court 
M iscellaneous 
Total Receipts 

CASH D ISBURSEM ENTS 
Purchases - law books 
Unknown 
Insurance 
Total Disbursem ents 

(Deficiency) of Receipts over Disbursements 

Cash Balance - Decem ber 31. 1992 

Cash Balance - O ctober 22, 1998 

$9,065 
36 

9,_1o ! 

8,888 
1,141 
107 

10,_1_3.(~ 

(1,035) 

1 0_3_5_ 

* The nature of this cash disbursem ent is unknown because of lack of supporting documentation 



Eixhibit 2 

Natchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 
Natchitoches. Louisiana 

List of Paym ents Made by Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court to the Com m ission 
For the Period January 1, 1993, through July 31, 2000 

Tim e Period 
Covered 

Jan. l,1993- 
June 30, 1993 

July 1,1993- 
June 30. 1994 

July 1,1994 - 
June 30,1995 

July 1,1995- 
June 30. 1996 

July 1,1996 - 
June 30. 1997 

July 1,1997- 
June 30,1998 

July 1,1998 
June 30. 1999 

July 1,1999- 
June 30,2000 

July 1,2000-. 
July 31,2000 

TOTALS 

Total 
Clerk of Court 
Paym ents 

$2,635 

4,895 

4,617 

4.875 

5.035 

4.965 

5.165 

4.910 

452 

Com m ission 
Deposited 

$2,635 

3,303 

3.127 

Checks Issued 
to Com m ission 
and Outstandin9 

$1,592 

1.490 

4.875 

5.035 

4.965 

4.945 

$37.549 ~ 06.,~ _~ ()2 

Checks Held by 
Clerk of Court 

$220 

4.910 

452 



M anagem ent's R esponse 

A ttachm ent 1 
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l lonorable I)aniel G . Kyle 
Legislative Auditor 
State of Louisiana 
1'.O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, I,A . 70804-9397 

VIA FAX: ~2_.2,5)~3._9.-~39_88_ 

l)earDr. Kyle 

Septem ber 22, 2000 

P o Box 77s 

N ATC H I'tOCH ES, LA 7 I 4B8-O775 
Cala) as7-2209 

FAX ~a l8~ aST-227S 

ATTENTIO N : G ARY M C CR AR Y 

RE: N atchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 
Your Report Dated Septem ber 7, 2000 

At the request of M r. M cCrary and pursuant to your letter of Septem ber 7, 2000, 1 enclose 
hcrew ith the follow ing: 

(1) Response from the Natchitoches Parish Law Library Commission 
by M r. Charles R. W hitehead, Ill. (Secretary - Treasurer); and 

(2) Response from the Judge's ()ffi ce of the Tenth Judicial District 
Court, N atchitoches Parish, l~ouisiana. 

If further action is needed or if you have any questions, please advise. Thank you for your 
coapcralion in this m atter and w ith kindest personal regards, 1 am 

M 13):sbk 

Very Truly Yours, 

M ON TY L. D OGGETT 
DISTRICT JUDGE - DIVISION "B" 

cc: ttonorable Eric R. ttarrington, District Judge D ivision "A " 
M r. Charles R. W hitehead, Ill., N atchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission 



Na~chitocher p~  ~  Li~-~  C~mmissio~. 
N~tchltoche~ pt~ h C~ h~usc 

,|li{IgC M onl) 1,. ])oRb(It, ]Mcnlbcr 
,hl(ll~e I~l'iC I{. ]l,~rrin~lotl. ~lCI]ibCI 
('harles R. %Vllill'hetld, ]U, M em ber 

l lonorablc l)aniel G . Kyle 
l,egislative Auditor 
P.O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge. I~A 70804-9397 

l)ear l)r. K yle 

Septem ber 20, 2000 

Your Report Dated Septem ber 7, 2000 

Thank you for your report forwarded to us dated Septem ber 7, 2000. Before responding to 

the reporl dircc~3y, 1 fed compeYmd (based on recent audhs in ore- geographical ",,icini~.y) 'to 'tell yon 
there have been no accusations of m isappropriation of any fmlds and wc are confident tile proposal 

outlined bclow w ill allay ally future audit problem s. 

As you m ay be aware, thc N atchitoches Parish Police Jury has previously m aim ained thc 

bulk of the l~aw 1 ,ibrary for the judges here in Natchitoches parish and tile Tenth Judicial I)istricl. 
D ue lo financial eonslraints, the Police Jury will in all likelihood be unable to continue ~o provide 
these books. In anlicipalion of this, we were able, through the cooperative venture lbr the ])islric! 
Attorney's O ffice, lhe Indigent Defender Board and tile Police Jury, to purchase a com puter system 
lbr the purpose of installing com puterized research. This research com puter network w ill be 

available tbr both the judges and a terminal for the general public. The system is confirgurcd in such 
a w ay that tilt: 1)isUicl Attorney's Office, if they see fit, w ill be able to tap into the system . 11 is 
necessary ti)r the com m ission to change w ith tile tim es to uo longer print m edia but to provide 
research on a com puter or electronic m edia. The Com nfissioll's role will change as oullined above. 

One of the proposed changes, in order 'to prevent problem s outlined in your Septem ber 7'h 

lelter, will bc lhe day to day opcrations will be centered in judges' offices with one of thc courl 
employees Jilnmioniug as the treasurer of the commission, subject to review by the two judges and 
the liar m em ber. W c intend on establishing a new bank account requiring counter signatures by the 
Court em ployee and one oflhe Com m ission m em bers. This w ill allow the centralization nfthc 
m anagem ent of bo(h tile funds and tile electronic m edia in this m atter. Further, the Judges have 
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offered lo have this account m ade all additional item of their annual audit to be perfornled by a 
C.I'.A . firm approved by your office. 

I rusting that this response will be sufficient for your purposes 

N atchitochcs Parish l,aw Library 
Secretary-Treasurer 



 

S T A T E O F L. O U rS IA N A 

t]onorable l)aniel G . Kyle 
Legislative Auditor 
Slate of Louisiana 
P.O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, I,A . 70804-9397 

Dear Dr. Kylc 

Septem ber22,2000 

F,O BOX 775 
N AIC H ITOC H ES, LA ? 145B-O775 

(3 1e) 3~7-2209 
FAx (3 181 357-2275 

RE: N atchitoches Parish Law Lib]'~u7 Com m ission 
Your Report Dated Septem ber 7, 2000 

As judges of the Tenth Judicial District Court of Natchitoches Parish, we thank you for 
forwarding to us a copy of your report dated Septem ber 7, 2000, w ith an opportunity to respond. 

A s you are aware, the N atchitoches Parish l,aw Library Com m ission was previously 

established by legislative act and is a total and separate entity from the judge's office of the Tenth 
.ludicial D islrict Coma, N atehitoches Parish, Louisiana. Therefore, I would em phasize that this office 
has never been responsible nor participated in the receipts and disbursem ents of public funds 
allocated for use by the N atchitoches Parish Law Library Com m ission. Regar dless, w e arc pleased 
that your report m akes no accusation of m isappropriation of funds. 

In conneclion with your Septem ber 7, 2000 report, we would com m ent as follow s 

(1) For over twenty years, a law library has been established and used by 
m em bers of the N atchitoches Parish Bar A ssociation, with said library 

located in the judge's office at the Natchitoches Parish courthouse. 
Over the last several years, the N atchitoches Parish Police Jury has 
paid the costs of m aintaining this law library. 

(2) W c have been advised by the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury thai. duc 
to their financial condition, they m ay be unable to continue to pay the 
financial expenses relating to m aintaining said law library. 

(3) The current law library includes two complete sets (including annua 
updates), of the following law books: 

l,ouisiana Revised Statutes 
l ~ouisiana Constitution 
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(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Louisiana Civil Code 
Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure 
Louisiana Code of Crim inal Procedure 
Southern Reporter 

Through cooperative eflbrts of the N atchitoehes Parish Law Librar y 
Com m ission, the N atchitoches District Attorney's Office, the N atehitoches 
Indigent Defender Board, the N atchitoches Parish Police Jury, and the 
N atchitoches Parish Judge's Office, a com puter system was purchased 
and installed at the N atchitoches Parish courthouse for the purpose of 
providing com puterized legal research to the bench, bar and general 
public. 

Due to the anticipated lack of fimding from the Police Jury to m aintain 
the hard bound law library books, and the new expenses of m aintaining 
the com puterized legal research system , we concur that the N atchitoches 
Parisb 1 ,aw Library Com m ission is in need of funds to m aintain the legal 
liblary. 

If requested, the judge's office will agree to assume the financial responsibility 
of receipts and disbursem ents of funds and debts of the N atchitoches Parish 
l,aw Library Com m ission. tlowever, a condition of handling tiffs account 
w ould be that an annual audit be perform ed by a C.P.A . firm approved by 
your office. 

In sunmaar y, there is a need for the continuation of the Natchitoches Parish Law Library 
Com m ission m~d w e w ill be glad to assist in any way possible as outlined above. If you have any 
questions concerning this m atter, please do not hesitate to call. W e rem ain 

M LI):sbk 

Very Truly Yours, 


