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R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PU BLIC ACCO UN TAN TS 

( O N SU LTA N ] S 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ EO. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 7000.q 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebowe@ rebowe.com 

IN D EPEN D EN T A U D IT O R 'S R EPO R T 

To the ] ]onorable ]'resident 
and M em bers of din Coun cil 
ST. JOIIN ]'liE I~AI"I'IST 1~'ARISII COUNCIl, 
l.aPlace, l,ouisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying prim ary governm m~t financial statem ents of the ST. JOBN "rllt; 

BAPI'IST PamsJi (?Otn~OL (the Parish), as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, as listed 
in the table of contents. These prim ar y governm ent fnancial statem ents are the responsibility of the 
m anagem ent of the Parish. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents 
based on our an dit, 

Except as discussed in the following paragraphs, we conducted our audit in accordance with 
gcncrally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Governmenl Auditing Standards, issued by file Com ptroller General of the United States. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the finan cial slalem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the mnounts and disclosures in the prim ary governm ent financial 
statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used an d significant 
estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall prim ary governm ent financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis tbr our opinion. 

D ue to the inadequacy of accounting records pertaining to the Parish's General Fixed Asset Accoun t 
Group, we were unable to fore 1 an opinion regarding the am oun ts al which property and equipm ent 

are recorded in the accompanying balance sheet at December 31, 1999 (stated at $21,614,731). 

In addition, due lo the inadequacy of accounting records pertaining to the property and equipm ent of 
*he Parish's enterprise fimds as of Decem ber 31, 1999, we were also unable to fonn an opinion 
regarding the am ounts at which property and equipm ent and accum ulated deprecialion are recorded 

in the accompanying balance sheet (stated at $86,294,516 mad $29,148,106, respectively), or the 
amount of deprecialion expense for the year then ended (stated at $2,195,097). 



A prim ary governm ent is a legal entity or body politic and includes all funds, organizations, 
inslilutions, agencies, departm ents, and offi ces that m'e not legally separate. Such legally scpa~alc 
entities are referred to as com ponent units. In our opinion, except for the effects of such 

adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be necessary had records concerning properly 
and equipm ent and related accmnulated depreciation been adequate, the primary govern m ent 
financial statem ents present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the prim ary 
govern m ent of the ST. dOltN TIlE BAPTIST PARISlt COUNCIL as of D ecem ber 31, 1999, and the 
results of its operations and cash flows of its proprietary fund types for lhe year then ended in 
conform ity with general accepted accounting principles. 

However, the prim ary  governm ent financial statem ents, because they do not include the financial 
data of com ponent units of the ST. JOBN TIlE BAPTIST PARISIt COUNCIL do not purpol'[ to, and do 
not, prcsan t fairly the financial position of the ST. JOhn TIlE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIL as of 
Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations and cash flow s of its proprietary  fund types for 
the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ilh Government Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated M ay 5, 
2000 on our consideration of the ST. John TIlE BAPTIST PARISIt COUNCIL'S internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, 
contracts, and grants. 

Our audit was l)erfonned for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the prim ary governm ent 
financial statem ents of the ST. JolIn THE BAPTIST PARISli COUNCIL taken as a whole. The 
accom panying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional 

analysis as required by U.S. Offi ce of M anagement and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. and is not a reqnired part of the financial 
statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the financial statem ents, and in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to 
the financial statem ents taken as a whole. Also, the supplem ental inform ation listed in the table of 
eontenls is presented for purposes of additional analysis m~d is not a required part of the basic 

financial staten:lents. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedtu'es applied in the 
audit of the basic finan cial statem ents an d, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in 
relation to the prim ary governm ent finan cial statem ents taken as a whole. 

The W ireless Em ergency 911 Service supplem entary inform ation on page 67 is not a required part 
of the bas ic finan cial statem ents but is supplem entary  inform ation required by the Louisian a 
Legislative Auditor. W e have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted principally of 
inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the 
supplem entary inform alion. However, we did not audit the inform ation and express no opil~ion on 

Rebo~e & 

M ay 5, 2000 
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Assets and Other Deldls 
Assets 

Cash and cash equivalenls 
Inveslments 

Receivables, net 
Due from other fimds 
Other receivables 
Inventory 
Due I~'onl other govel-nnlcnts 

Other assets 
Restricted assets 
I,and, buildings, and equipment 

(net, where applicable, of accumulated 
depreciation) 

Olher debits 
Amount available in debt service funds 
Amount to be provided for retirement 
of general Iong-lcrJ'a obligations 

oral Assets and Othel Debits 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
l.aPlace, l,ouisiana 

Com bined Balance Sheet 
All Fund Types and Account G roups 

Decem ber 31,1999 

Governmental Fund Types 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

34,898 $ 

90,496 
93,368 
29.899 

41,230 

DeN 
Service 
Funds 

Capilal 

Projects 
Funds 

1,968,188 $ 572,078 $ 1,581,271 
8,847,796 1,568,482 2,497,930 
4,443,978 2,254,602 4,186 
1,386,650 25,229 
107.312 

,389,891 $ 17,048,679 $ 4,395,162 $ 4,108,616 



Proprietary Fund "I ypes Fiduciary Account Groups 

Enterprise 

Funds 

743,727 
199,482 

,369,949 
972,501 

101,812 

181,914 
7.261.158 

57,146,410 

Internal 
Service 

Funds 

134,369 
297,601 
43,875 
48,383 

Agency 
Fund 

$ 36,615 

67,976,953 $ 524,228 $ 36,615 

General 
Fixed 
Assets 

$ 

General 
Long-term 

Obligations 

4,346,162 

Total 

(Mclnorandunl 
Only) 

5,071,146 

3,411,291 
9,307,086 
2,526,131 
137,211 
101,812 
335,985 
181,914 

7,261,158 

78,761,141 

4,346,162 

37,945,202 37,945,202 

42,291,364 $ 159,386,239 



I,iabilifies, Equity, and O ther Credits 
I Jiabilifies 

Accotlnls and salaries payable 
Cash overdraft 
Contracls payable 
Estimated claims payable 
Due Io other ftlnds 
Due Io other govelulnenls 
Payable from restricted assets 
Other liabilities 
Capdal leases payable 
Loans payable 
Bonds payable 

Fund equity and other credits 
Contributed capital 
Investm erll in genelal fixed assets 
Retained earnings: 

I~.eserved 
Unreserved 

Fund balmlce: 
Reserved 
Unrcscrvcd 

Total fut~d equity i~l~d otixer credits 

St. John the Baplist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet (Continued) 
A ll Fund Types and Account G roups 

December 31,1999 

Governmental Fund Type 

General 
Fund 

298,288 
18,933 

246,362 
55,274 

275.000 

893.857 

496.034 

496,034 

Special 
Revenue 

Funds 

654,237 $ 

19.962 

Debt 
Service 
Funds 

132,792 49,000 
15,528 

312,524 

433,623 
4,480,013 

14.913.636 

"1 olal I.iabilities, Equily, and Othcr Credits $ 1,389,891 $ 17,048,679 

Ihe accompanying notes art3 all integral part of this statemenl. 

49.000 

Capital 

Projecls 
Funds 

414,142 

239,399 

6,625 

4,346,162 3,44g,450 

4,395,162 $ 4,108,616 



Proprietary Fund Types Fiduciary Account Groups 

Enterprise 
Funds 

629.172 $ 

057.429 

1,109,126 
167,769 
45,421 

9,212,541 

Internal 

Service 
Funds 

58,558 

312,721 
103 

44,546,766 

1,284,924 
9,923,805 152,846 

Agency 
Fund 

32,463 

4.152 

36,615 

Genera 
Fixed 
Asscls 

21.614.73 

General 
Long-term 
Obligalions 

841,164 
200 

41,450,000 

42,291,364 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Oi/ly) 

1,995,839 
77,491 
259,361 
312,721 

2,524,774 

70,802 
1,109,126 
484,445 
886,585 
275,200 

50,662,541 

58.658.885 

44,546,766 
21.614.731 

1,284,924 

0,076,651 

8,228,235 
4,976,047 

55,755,495 152,846 21,614,731 100,727,354 

67,976,953 $ 524,228 $ 36,615 42,291,364 59,386,239 



St. John the Baptist Parish Counci 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

G overnm enial Fund Types 
Com bined Stalem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fnnd Balances 

For lhe Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Revenues 
Ta~es: 
Ad valorem 
Sales and use 

|.icexlscs aJ)d pcr~)lils 
11~t~Tg~vera~ clxta[ r~v~im cs: 
Federal grants 
State fiJt~ds: 
Parish transportation 
Slate revenue sharing 
Othel 

I:ccs, chalgcs, and comlrlissiol)s 
Fines and forfeitures 
h)lelesl ilIcomc 
Other reventlc 

Tt~tal Revenues 

Expendilures 
General government: 
Legislative 
2tldicial 
Executive 
Electioas 
Finance arid administration 
Civil service 
Building and plant 
Iq alm il~g and ~oni~g 

Public safety 
Public works 
I lca101 and wd fare 
I~oonollliC development 
'l'lansporlation 
Debt service 

(Continued) 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

Debt 
Service 
Funds 

800,379 $ 1,211,129 $ 2,296,961 $ 
9,771,155 

827,826 

04,796 

65,604 
440,015 
191,478 
25,714 
11,919 
71,364 

2,539,095 

26,794 
041,944 
175315 
341,241 

505,597 

358,356 

352,666 
3,052 

2,652,679 

918 2,780 

1,579,026 

623,052 
262,315 

4,239,930 
18,300 9,463,867 

3,720,084 $ 7,614,083 $ 9,466,647 $ 

Capital 

Projects 
l'unds 

265,240 
16,733 

Total 

(Memorandum 

4,308,469 
9,771,155 
827,826 

487,720 
110,912 
942,870 
608,186 
793,572 

,192,658 
493,098 

$ 25.908,40 



St. John the Baptist Parish Counci 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Governm ental Fund Types 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Goven~mcntal Fund Types 

General 
Fund 

Excess {I)efi~ient:y) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures $ (1,180,989) 

Olher Financing Sources (Uses) 
I'zoceeds ofdebt issued 
Sale of fixed assets 
I ,iligation settlement 
Proceeds of refunding bollds 
PaylllCnt to refnnded I)(111~1 

escrow agent 
Operating transfers in 
Operating trallsfc~s oul 

Tolal Other Financing Sources 

(Uses) 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
and O ther Sources Over 
Expenditures and Other Uses 

Fund }lalall~CS, Beginlfing of Year 

95,1)00 

] ,426,587 
(83,100) 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

Debt 
Service 
Funds 

Capilal 

Projcc|s 
Ftlnds 

$ 6,763,635 $ (6,813,968) $ (4,429,792) $ 

410,625 
I00.000 

1,808,540 
(6,986,632) 

15,888,661 

(13,856,548) 
4,541,903 
(1.692,116) 

750.759 

"l'o|al 
M ctnorandtlm 

Only) 

225,000 
410~625 
195,000 
888.661 

(13,856,548) 
8,527,789 
(8,761,848) 

438,487 (3,66?,467) 4,881,9130 975,759 3,628,679 

257,498 

238,536 

3,096,168 (1,932,068) 

817,468 6,278,230 6,902,483 

Fund Balances, End of Year $ 496,034 $ 14,913,636 $ 4,346,162 $ 

The accompanying notes are all integral part of this slatem ent. 

8 



St. John 1he Baptist parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Governm ental Fund Types 
Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP) Basis and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

RCVCIIUCS 
Taxes: 
Ad valorem 
Sales and use 

I.icenscs and perm its 
Inlcrgovernmcnlal revenues: 
I:cdcra] grants 
Stale funds: 
Parish transpnVtalion 
Slate rcvcnne sharinll 

Olher 
Fees, charges, and comlrlissions 

Fines aad forfeitures 
Inlcrcst income 

Olhcr revenue 

I,;xpem lilures 
General governmenl: 
1 ,cgislative 
Judicial 
Execl~ti','c 
E~ections 
Finance and adlninistration 

Civil service 
Huilding and plant 
plalm iug al~d zoning 

Public safety 
llcallh and welfare 
Fconomic developmenl 
Transportalion 
I)cbl service 

"l'~tal Expenditures 

(Continued) 

Gener~ Yund 

$ 823,000 $ 

809,073 

104.796 

63,900 
389,989 
187,275 
25,000 
11,900 
100,800 

246,497 
602,187 
419,464 
57.796 

25,330 
842,548 

I87~57 
426,178 
659.112 

396,738 

Actual 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

ia/Revenue Funds 

800,379 $ (22,621) $1,225,000 
8,611,000 

827,826 18,753 

104.796 610,730 

65,604 
440,015 
191,478 

25514 
11,919 
71,364 

2,539,095 

239,513 
570,075 
421,918 
39,331 

530,000 
43,330 
326,312 
406,504 
749,500 
376,499 
342,957 

Acttla] 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Uufavorable~ 

1,211,129 $ (13,871) 
9.771.155 1,160,155 

487,720 
45,308 
502,855 
416,708 
767,858 
562,833 
391,949 

23,362 13,221,832 14,377,718 1,155,886 

6,984 
32,112 

(2,454) 
18,465 

358.356 38,382 

$ 3.863.607 $ 3,720,084 $ 143,523 

,354 

2,017,530 
650,990 
278,126 

5,899,062 
18,300 

$ 9,789,587 $ 

890,542 33,683 

918 436 

1,579,026 
623,052 
262,315 

4,239,930 
18,300 

438,504 
27,938 
15,811 

659.132 

7,614,083 $ 2,175,504 



St. John the Baptist Parish Coune 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Governm ental Fund Types 

Comhined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances (Continued) 
Budget (GAAP) Basis and Actual 

For tile Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Budget 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

Special Revenue Funds 

Budget 

Variance 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures $(I,347,874) $(I,180,989) $ 166,885 $3,432,245 $ 6,763,635 $ 3,331,390 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Proceeds of leases 
Sale of fixed assets 
I ,itigation seldement 
Ope rating transfers in 
Ope raling transfers out 

Tolal Other Financing Sources 

(Uses) 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
and Other Sources O ver 
Expenditures and O ther Uses 

Fund Balances, Beginning of Year 

421,045 

(44,507) 

,376,538 

28,664 

238,536 

95,000 
426,587 

(83,100) 

95,000 
5,542 

(38,593) 

41,000 
30.249 

1,833,541 

(7,355,588) 

1,410,625 
100,000 

1,808,540 

(6,986,632) 

(141,000) 
,280,376 
100,000 

(25,000 
368.956 

438,487 61,949 (5,250,798) (3,667,467) 1,583,33 

257,498 228,834 (I,818.553) 3,096,168 4,914,72 

238,536 11,817,468 11,817,468 

I,'und Balances, End of Year $ 267,200 $ 496,034 $ 228,834 $9,998,915 $ 14,913,636 $ 4,914,72 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

0 



St. John tile Baptist Parish Council 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Proprietary Fund Types 

Com hined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Retained Earnings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Revenues 

Sales 
Taxes 

Oflmr fees, charges, and commissions 
Grant revenue 

Other income 

O perating Expenses 

W ater dislribution 
Sewer collection 
Solid waste 
M osquito abatement 
Insurance 

Enterprise 
Funds 

4,067,302 
71,413 

4,793,642 
2,219 

244,980 

9,179,556 

4,255,025 

4,464,444 
1,626,533 
339,925 

0,685.927 

Internal 

Service 
Funds q'ota 

843.637 

843.637 

4,067,302 
7},413 

5,637,279 
2,219 

244.980 

4,255,025 
4,464,444 

1,626,533 

339,925 
1,070,539 

756,466 

Operating Income (l.oss) (I,506,371) (226,902) (!,733,273) 

Nonoperating Income (Expense) 
Interest income 
]nleres[ expense 

Operating translbrs in 
Operating tuansfers out 
Other 

Net Nonoperating Income (Expense) 

Net Income (Loss) 

Am ortization of Contributed Capital 

Increase (decrease) in retained earnings 

219,527 

(203,906) 
716,000 

(441,541) 

290.080 

17,733 

9,600 

(50,000) 
3.631 

(19,036) 

237,260 

(203,906) 
725,600 

(491,541) 
3.631 

(1,216,291) (245,938) (I,462,229) 

648,206 

Retained Earnings, Begintning of Year 10
,776,814 

Retained Earnings, End of Year 

(245,938) 

398,784 

208,729 $ 152,846 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

648,206 

85,977 

75,598 



St. dob~a the Baptist Parish Coaucil 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Proprietary Fund Types 
Com bined Statem ent of Cash Flows 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Cash Flows From Operating Activities 

Operating income (loss) 
Adjustments t() reconcile operating 
income (loss) to net cash provided 
by operating nctivities: 

Depreciation 
Changes in assets and liabilities: 

Accounts rcceiwtble 
Due from other lhnds 
Due from other governm ents 

Other receivables 
Inventory 

Other assets 

Accounts and salaries payable 
Cash overdraft 

Due to other funds 
Contract payable 
Deposim payable 
Interest payable 

Claim s payable 
Other liabilities 

Net cash provklcd (used) by operating 
activities 

Cash Flows From Noncapital Financing 
Activities 

Operating transfers in 

Operating transfers out 
Other 

Net cash provided (used) by 
noncapital financing activities 

Cash Flows From Capital and Related 
Financing Activities 

Proceeds from bond issue 

(Continued) 

Proprietary Funds 

Enterprise 
Funds 

Internal 

Service 
Funds 

(1,506,371) $ (226,902) $ (1,733,273) 

2,195,097 

444,536 

(188,862) 
33,625 
34,405 

(3,154) 
(92,923) 
34,173 

(56,300) 
(210,552) 
(40,408) 
37,940 

42,]26 

(9,250) 

714.082 

716,000 

(441,541) 

274.459 

3,500,000 

(43,875) 
133,892 

(103,442) 
(156,158) 

312,72 

(83,764) 

9,600 

(50,000) 
3,631 

(36,769) 

2,195,097 

400,661 

(54,970) 
33,625 

34,405 

(3,154) 
(92,923) 
34,173 

(159,742) 
(366,710) 
(40,408) 
37,940 

42,126 

312,721 

(9,250) 

630,318 

725,600 

(491,541) 
3.631 

237.690 

3,500,000 



St. John the Baptist Parish Council 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Proprietary Fund Types 

Conabined Statement of Cash Flows (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Cash Flows From Capital and Related 

Financing Activities (Continaed) 
Acquisition of capital assets 
Decrease in contributed capital 
Am ortization of contributed capital 

Bonds payable 
l'rincipal payments 

Interest paym ents 
Capital leases payable 

Ne! cash provided (used) by capital 
and related financing activities 

Cash Flows From Investing Activities 

Interest incom e 
Sale of investm ent securities 
Purchase of inveslnlellt securities 

Net cash provided (used) by investing 
activities 

Net Increase in Cash 

Cash and Cash Equivalt',nts, Bcginniag 
of Year 
Cash and Cash Equivalents, End of 

Year 

Reconciliation to Balauce Sheet 

Cash and cash eqtlivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents, restricted 

Total cash and cash equivalents 

Proprietary Funds 

Enterprise 
Funds 

(1,263,762) 
(855,708) 
1,648,206 

(217,793) 
(203,906) 
(15,896) 

2,591,14 

219,527 

6,562,727 

(7,970,852) 

Internal 
Service 
Funds 

17,733 

496,034 

(793,635) 

(I,263,762) 
(855,708) 
1.648.206 

(217,793) 
(203,906) 
(15,896) 

2.591.14 

237,260 

7,058,761 

(8,764,487) 

(1,188,598) (279,868) (1,468,466) 

2,391,084 (400,401) 1,990,683 

2,212,719 534,770 2,747,489 

4,603,803 $ 134,369 $ 4,738,172 

743,727 $ 134,369 
3.860.076 

4,603,803 $ 

The accom panying notes are an integral par! of this s!alem en 

34,369 

878,096 

3.860.076 

4.738.172 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

N O TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING PO LICES 

The financial statem ents of the Parish of St. Jotm the Baptist have been prepared in conformity 

with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Goverumental Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) is the accepted stan dard-setting body for 
establishinp govern m ental accounting and financial reporting principles. The m ore significant 
of th e Parish's accounting policies are described below . 

A. REPO RTING ENTITY 

The ST. JOIIN TIlE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIl, (the Council) is the governing authority for 
tile Parish of St. John the Baptist, a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana as 
authorized by th e State Constitution. The Council consists of nine m em bers, two of whom 
ate elected from two divisions of the Parish consisting of 50%  of the Parish's population and 
seven m em bers elected to represent each of the seven districts. The Parish President, elected 
by th e voters of the Parish, is the chief executive officer of the Parish and is responsible for 
carrying out the policies adopted by the Council an d for the adm inistration of all Parish 
departm ents, offices, agencies and special districts. 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, at LSA -P,.S. 33:1236, give the Council various powers in 
regulating and directing the affairs of the Parish and its inhabitants. The m ore notable of 
these are the pow er to m ake regulalions for its ow n governm ent; to rcgulalc the construction 
and m aintenance of roads, bridges, and its drainage system ; to regulate the sale of alcoholic 
beverages; an d to provide for the health and welfare of the poor, disadvantaged, and 
unemployed in the Parish. Fun ding to accomplish th ese tasks is pro vided by ad valorem 
taxes, sales taxes, beer and alcoholic beverage pem lits, state revenue shar ing, and various 
state and federal grants. 

St. Jolm th e Baptist Parish occupies 351 square m iles with a population of approxim ately 
42,000. Council offices are located in the Parish offi ce building at 1801 W est Airline 
ltighway, LaPlace. 

As the [,ovem ing auth ority of the Parish, for financial reporting purposes, the ST. JOIIN TIlE 
BAPTIST I'Am SH COUNCIL is the reporting entity for St. John the Baptist Parish. The 
financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary govemmem (Council), (b) organiTations 
for which the primary government is finmacial accoun table, and (c) other organizations for 
which th e nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent arc such 
that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

14 



ST. JO ItN TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES (CONTINUEI)) 

Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the ST. JOIIN TIlE 
BAPTIST PARISll COUNCIL for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for 
including a potential com ponent unit within the 
The GA SI3 has set forth the following criteria 
accountability: 

reporting entity is tinancial accountability. 
to be considered in dctennining finan cial 

1. Organizations for which the Council appoints a voting majority of the governing body 
and: 

a. The ability of the Council to impose its will on that organization or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide spccific financial benefits to or 
im pose specific financial burdens on the Council. 

2. Organ izations for which the Council does not appoint a voting majority but which are 
fiscally dependent on the Cotmcil. 

Based on the above criteria, the Council has determined that the following component units 
arc part of the reporting entity: 

(_ 'ojjnj~Oncnt Unit 
Com m unity Action A gency 
I Abrary 
A ssessor 
Clerk of Court 

Fiscal 
Year End 
June 30 

Decem ber 31 
Decem ber 31 
June 30 

Criteria Used 
1 .a.b 
1 .a.b 
2 
2 

The Council has elected to issue finan cial statements of the primary government (Council) 
only; therefore, none of the previously listed com ponent units are included in th e 
accom pan ying finan cial statem ents. However

, these com ponent units arc required to subm it 
annual financial statem ents to the Stale of Louisiana Legislative Auditor

. 

The prirnary government (Council) financial statements include all funds, account groups
, 

and organizations for which the Coan cil m aintains the accm mting records
. The 

organizations for which the Council m aintains the accounting records are considered part of 
the prim ary governm ent for finan cial reporting purposes

. 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaIqace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIAL STA TEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE I - SUM M ARY (IF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

GASB Statem ent 14 provides for the issuance of prim ary governm ent financial statem ents 
that arc separate from those of the reporting entity, ttowever, the prim ary govern m ent's 

(Council) fnanciat statements are not a substitute for the reporting entity's financial 
slatelnents. The accom panying prim ary governm ent finan cial statem ents have been 
prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to 
govern m ent units. These financial statem ents arc not intended to an d do not report on the 
reporting entity but rather are intended to reflect only the financial statem ents of the prim ary 
govennncnt. 

B. FUNI) ACCO UNTING 

The Council uses funds and account groups to report on its finan cial position and the results 
of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid 
finan cial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions 
or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An account 
group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the Council are classified into three categories: govern m ental, proprietm'y, an d 
fiduciary. In turn , each category  is divided into separate fund types. "llm fund 
classifications and a description of each existing fund type follow : 

Governm ental Funds 

G eneral Fund - The General Fund is tire general operating, fire d of the Council. It 
accounls tbr all finmmial resources except those required to be accounted for in other 
fu nds. 

Special Revenue Funds - Funds used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue 
sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes are reported as 
special revenue funds. 

D ebt ,% rvice Funds - Debt service funds account for the acctmm lation of resom'ces for, 
and the paym ent of, general long-term debt principal, interest, an d related costs. 

Capital Projects Funds - Capital projects funds account for financial resources to be used 
for the acquisition, construction, or im provem ent of capital facilities other than those 
reported in enterprise funds. 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  CO UN C IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TIlE FINAN CIA l. STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SI;M M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Pr o~ l~r~ Funds 

EnW~7?rise l')mds - Enterprise funds account for operations (a) that are financed and 
operated in a m anner sim ilar to private business enterprises where the intent of th e 

governing body is that the costs (expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or 
services to the general public on a continuing basis be finan ced or recovered prim arily 
through user charges; or (b) where the governing body has decided that determination of 
revenucs earned, expenses incurred, an d/or net incom e is appropriate for capital 
m aintenance, public policy, m an agem ent control, accountability, or other purp oses. 

Internal Service Funds - intern al sen,ice fimds account for the financing of goods or 
servk:es provided by one departm ent to oth er departm ents or govennnents on a cost- 
reim bursem ent basis. 

Fiduciary. Funds 

Agency Funds - Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the Parish Council 

on behalf of others as their agent. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

A ccounl G rouRs 

General Fixed Assets Account Group - The general fixed assets account group is used to 
aceotmt for fixed assets not accounted for in proprietary or trust funds. 

General Long-Term D ebt Account Group - "I]3e general long-term  debt account gro up is 
used to account for gan eral long-tenn debt and certain other liabilities that arc not 
specific liabilities of proprietary or trust funds. 

The lwo account groups are not funds. They are concern ed only with the m easurem ent 
of financial position, not with results of operations. 

C. BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

The accounting mad financial reporting trealm ent applied to a fund is detem fined by its 
m easurem ent focus. 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH C O U N C IL 
I,aPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIA L STATEM EN TS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE I - SIIM M ARY ()F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Goverum enta( Funds 

All govern m ental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources 
m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current 
liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of these 
funds present increases (revenues and other fnancing sources) and decreases 
(expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental fund types and 
agency fimds. Under this m ethod revenues are recognized when suseeptible to accrual 

(when they become both measurable and available). "M easurable" means the amount of 
th e transaction can be determined and "available" m eans colleclible w ithin the curran t 
period or soon enough thereafter to he used to pay the liabilities of the current period. 
The Parish considers ad valorem taxes revenue in the year for which they are levied. 
Expenditures m'e recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, except for sick and 
vacation leave, which are recorded w hen paid. Principal and interes! on general long- 
term debt are recorded as fund liabilities when due. 

Those revenues considered susceptible to accrual are sales and use tax revenues, federal 
mad state grants, and certain fran chise fees. Sales taxes are recognized w hen collected by 
vendors. Interest on tim e deposits is recorded when ear ned. Substantially all oilier 
revenues are recorded when received. 

Tran sfers between funds which ar e not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other 
financing sources (uses) and are recorded at the time of transfer. Bank loans are 
recognized when th e loan is authorized. Indirect cost reim bursem ents are the am ounts 
the General Fund charges to several other funds based on the level of services provided 
to these funds by the General Fund. 

The Parish reports deferred revenue on its com bined balance sheet. Deferred revenues 
arise when a potential revenue does not m eet both the m easurable and available criteria 
for recognition in the current period. Deferred re'venues also ar ise when resources are 
received by the Parish before it has a legal claim  to them , as when grant m onies are 
received prior to the incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, when 
both revenue recognition criteria are m et, or when th e Parish has a legal claim to the 
resources, the liability for deferred revenue is rem oved from the com bined balan ce sheet 
and revenue is recognized. 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

_Proprie[~Lry Funds 

All proprietary  funds are accounted for on a flow of econom ic resources m easurem ent 
focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, all assets and all liabilities associated with the 

operation of these funds are included on the balan ce sheet. Fund equity (net total assets) 
is segregated into contributed capital and retained earn ings com ponents. Proprielary 

fimd-.type operating statements present increases (revenues) and decreases (expenses) in 
net total assets. 

The proprietary funds arc m aintained on the accrual basis of accotmting. Revenues are 
rccognized w hen earned, and expenses arc rccognized at the tim e liabilities are incurred. 
Unbilled enterprise fund service receivables are rccorded as fund assets at year end. 

In accordance w ith Statem ent No. 20 of the Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB), "Accounting mad Finan cial Reporting for Proprietary Funds and Other 
Governm ental Entities That Use Proprietary Ftmd Accounting" it is the policy of thc 
l~arish's proprietary funds to apply all applicable GASB pronouncem ents as well as all 
Financial Accounting Standards Board Statem ents and lnterpretalions, Accounting 
Principles Board Opinions and Accounting Research Bulletin of the Comm ittee on 
A ccounting Procedures issued on or before N ovem ber 30, 1989, unless those 
pronouncem enls conflict w ith or contradict GA SB pronouneem enls. 

D. BUDG ETA RY ACCO UNTING 

Parish budgets arc prepared an d reported on the sam e basis of accounting as the financial 
statem ents. The General Fund, Special Revenue Funds, and Enterprise Funds are the only 
funds for which budgets are legally adopted by the Cotuacil. Budgets for the General and 
Special Revenue Funds are adopted on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Enterprise 
Fund budgets ar e adopted on the accrual basis of accounting. Other funds are 
adm inistratively budgeted for m anagem ent use only. 

A ll unexpended budgetary appropriations lapse at year end 

Additional details on file budgetary process m ay be found at N ote 2 

E. ENC UM BRA NCES 

The Council does not use an encun abran ce accounting system  



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH C O UNC IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FIN A N CIA L STA TEM EN TS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SIJM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

F. CASH AND CASII EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes cash on hand, dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and m oney 
m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and lbose investm ents 
with original m aturities of 90 days or less. For purposes of the statem ent of cash flows, the 
enterp rise funds consider these sam e item s to be cash. 

l,ouisian a Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 33:2955, authorize the Council to invest in (1) 
direct obligations of the United States Treasury, the principal and interest of which are fully 

guaranteed by the federal government; (2) bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidence of 
indebtedness issued or guaran teed by federal agencies or U .S. Govern m ent 

instrumentalities; (3) direct security repurchase agreements of any ]bderal book-entl~-only 
securities; (4.) time certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the laws of 
1 ,ouisiana and national banks having their principal offi ces in the State of Louisian a, savings 

accounts or shares of savings an d loan associations; (5) in mutual or trust fund institutions 
which are re~,istered with the Securities and Exchange Com m ission under the Securities Act 
of 1933 and the Investm ent Act of 1940, and which have underlying investm ents consisting 
solely of and limited to securities of the U.S. Government or its agencies; or (6) guaran teed 
investm ent contracts issued by a bank, financial institution, insurance com pan y, or other 
entity having one of the two highest short-term  rating categories of either Standm'd &  Poor's 
Corporation or M oody's Investors Service, provided that no such investm ent m ay be m ade 
except in connection with a financing program approved by the State Bond Com m ission. 

Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. State Law R.S. 
39:1225 provides that the mnount of the pledged securities shall at all tim es be equal to 
100%  of the am ount on deposit to the credit of each depositing authority, except that portion 
of the deposits insured by any governm ental agency insuring bank deposits, which is 
organized under the law s & the United States. 

Investm ents consist of U .S. Treasury Bills with original m aturities of one year or less, and 
are stated at am ortized cost, which approxim ates m arket value. 

G . SH O RT-TERM  INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYA BLES 

D uring the course of operations, num erous tran sactions occur between individual funds for 
goods provided or services rendered. These receivables an d payables are classified as due 
fi'om other funds or due to other fluids on the balance sheet. Short-term interfund loans are 
classified as interfnnd receivables/payables. 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINANCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

H . A1)VANCES TO O TH ER FUNDS 

Noncurrent portions of long-tem a interfund loan receivables are reported as advances and 
are offset equally by a fund balance reserve account, which indicates that they do not 
constitute expcndabte available financial resources and

, therefore, are not available for 
appropriation. 

1. INVENTO RIES 

The cost of m aterials and supplies acquired by the governm ental funds are recorded as 
expenditures at the tim e of consum ption. Proprietary fund type inventories arc stated at th e 
lower of cost or m arket, determ ined by the first-in, first-out m ethod. 

J. PREI)A 1D ITEM S 

Certain paynlents to vendors reflect costs applicable to future accounting periods and are 
recorded as prepaid item s. 

K . RESTRICTED ASSETS 

Certain proceeds of enterprise fund revenue bonds, as w ell as certain resources set aside for 
their repaym ent, are classified as restricted assets on th e balance sheet because th eir use is 
lim ited by the govern ing bond covenants. Additionally, custom er deposits held by thc 
Utilities System Enterprise Fund are restricted for use in paying outstanding bills when 
custom ers discontinue serv ice. 

L. FIX ED ASSETS 

Gcncral Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than  in the govern m ental 
funds. Assets in the general fixed assets account group ar e not depreciated

. All 
purchased fixed assets ar e valued at cost where historical records ar e available and at 
estim ated historical cost where no historical records exist. Donated fixed assets arc 
valued at their estim ated fair m ar ket value on the date donated. 

Thc costs of m aintenan ce and repairs that do not add to the value of assets or m aterially 
extend asset lives are not capitalized, but im provem ents that add to the value of assets are 
capitalized. 



ST . 3O ItN TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO U NCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINANCIAL STA TEM EN TS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) 

Public domain (infrastructure) general fixed assets consisting of roads, bridges, curbs and 
gutters, and streets and sidewalks ar e not capitalized, as th ese assets are im m ovable and 
of value only to the governm ent. 

Pror~rietarv Fund Fixed A sse 

Fixed assets used in the proprietary fund operations (enterprise funds) are included oll the 
balance sheet of the funds at cost where historical records are available and at estim ated 
historical cost where no historical records exist, net of accmnulated depreciation. 
Depreciation of all exhaustible fixed assets used by proprietary fund operations is 
char ged as an expense against operations. Depreciation is com puted using the straight- 
line m eth od over the useful lives of the assets ranging from 5 to 45 year s. 

Interest expense incurred during the construction phase ofproprielary fund fixed assets is 
reflected in the capitalized value of th e asset constructed, net of interest earned on th e 
invested proceeds over the sam e period. 

The costs of m aintenance and repairs th at do not add to the value of assets or m aterially 
extend asset lives are not capitalized. Im provem ents that add to the value of assets are 
capilalized and depreciated over the rem aining useful lives of the fixed assets. 

Fixed assets acquired through capital contributions are capitalized. Depreciation expense 
applicable to these contributed assets is closed out to the related contributed capital 
accounts rath er than retained earnings. This m ethod is considered preferable under the 
m atching concept wherein acquisition of th ese fixed assets is recorded as an addition to 
contributed capital. 

M . CO M PENSATED A BSENCES 

The Council has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Em ployees earn from 5 to 20 days of vacation leave each year, depending on their length of 
service. Vacation leave m ust be taken in th e year earned an d camlot be accum ulated. A lso, 
em ployees earn 6 to 18 days of sick leave per year which can  be aecum ulated and is paid 
only upon retirement. Upon separation, unclassified employees are paid for one-half (1/2) 
of the tolal unused sick days paid at the regular hourly rate. The accum ulation of sick leave 
is nom inal at Decem ber 31, 1999, therefore, a liability for com pensated absences due 
em ployees has not been included in the com bined financial statem ents. 



ST, JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

The cosl of current privileges, com puted in accordance with GASB Codification Section 
C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the governm ent al funds when leave is 
actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded ira the 
general long-tenn obligations accomlt group. Leave privileges associated w ith em ployees 
of th e proprietary funds are recorded as a fund liability and operating expenses. 

N. LO NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO NS 

Long-tenn obligations expected to be financed from  govern m ental fu nds are reported in tile 
general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest 
paym ent s for long-term obligations are recognized in the governrncntal funds when due. 
Long-tenn obligations expected to be finmlced from proprietary fund operations ar e 
accounled fu r ira th ose funds. Prem ium s and discounts are deferred and am ortized in 
proprietary fimds, as are issuance cosls. W ith the exception of deep-discount debt, general 
long-term debt is reported at its face value, without prem ium or discount . Issuance costs 
related to general long-term debt are reported as expenditures of the period in which 
incurred. 

O. FUND EQUITY 

Cont ributed Capital 
Contributed capital is recorded in proprieta~3, funds that have received capital grant s or 
corrtribulions from developers, custom ers, or other funds when such resources arc 
restricted for the acquisition or construction of capital assets. Contributed capital is 
am ortized based on the depreciation recognized on that portion of the assets acquired or 
consh'ucted from such resources. 

Reserves 
Reserves represent those portions of fun d equity not appropriable for expenditurc or 
legally segregated fu r a specific future use. 

D esi~,nated Fund Balances 
Designated fund balan ces represent tentative plan s for future use of financial resources 

P - BO ND ISSUANCE CO STS 

Bond issuance expense and bond discounts incurred as a result of the issuaucc of revenue 
bonds are am ortized in proportior~ to the debt service on the revenue bonds. Bond issuance 
costs are capitalized and an m rtized over the lives of the underlying bond issues at a rate 
corresponding to the percentage of current year debt service to total debt serv ice. A1 
Decenther 31, 1999, the Fund had $181,914 of unam ortized bond issumlcc costs. 
Amortization expense for the year ended December 31, 1999 was $6,145. 



ST. JO ItN TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TttE FINA N CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Q. INTERIrUND TRANSACTIONS 

Quasi-external transactions are accoan ted for as revenues, expenditures, or expenses. 
Tran sactions that constitute reim bursem ents to a fund for expenditures/expenses initially 
m ade fi'om it that are properly applicable to another lan d ar e recorded as 
expenditures/expenses in the reim bursing fund and as reductions of expenditures/expenses 
in the fund that is reim bursed. 

All other interfund transactions, except quasi-external transactions and reim bursem ents, are 
reported as transfers. N onrecurring or nonroutinc perm anent transfers of equity arc reported 
as residual equity transfers. All other interfund transfers are reported as operating transfers. 

R. SAI,ES TA XES 

Sales taxes are collected by the St. John the Baptist Parish School Board, a separate entity 
for a fee equal to 50%  & actual collection expenditures. 

S. U NPAII) CLAIM S LIABILITIES 

The Em ployee Benefit Fund establishes claim s liabilities based on estim ates of the ultim ate 
cost of claims (including future claim adjuslment expenses) that have been repofled but not 
settled, and of claim s that have been incurred but not reported, q[he length of tim e for 
which such costs m ust be estim ated var ies depending on the coverage involved. Estim ated 
mnounts of salvage and subrogation and reinsurance recoverable on unpaid claim s are 
deducted from the liability for unpaid claim s. Because actual claim s costs depend on such 
com plex factors as inflation, changes in doctrines of legal liability, and dam age awards, the 
process used in com puting claim s liabilities does not necessarily result in an exact am ount. 
Adjustments to claims liabilities are charged or credited to expense in the periods in which 
they are m ade. 

T. REINSU R ANCE 

The Em ployee Benefit Fund uses a reinsurance cmTier to reduce its exposure to large losses 
on m edical an d dental insuran ce program s. Reinsurance perm its recovery of a portion of 
losses from reinsurers, although it does not discharge the prim ary liability of the Parish as 
direct insurer of the risks reinsured. The Par ish does not report reinsured risks as liabilities 
unless it is probable that those risks w ill not be covered by reinsurers, qhe mnount deducted 
from claim s as of Decem ber 31, 1999, for the mnount reim bursed by the reinusrance cmTicr 
was $117,310. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O UN C IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, ] 999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

U. TO TAL CO LUM NS O N CO M BINED STATEM EN TS 

Total colum ns on the com bined statem ents are captioned M em orandum Only to indicate 
that they are presented only to facilitate finan cial analysis. Data is these colum ns do not 
present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable 
to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this 
data. 

N OTE 2 - STEW ARDSItlP, CO M PLIANCE, AND ACCO UNTABIIATY 

Budgg! 
The procedures used by the Parish in establishing the budgetary data reflected in the 
financial statem ents are as follows: 

(1). At least sixty (60) days before the begiun ing of the fiscal year, the President submits 
a line item  operating budget and a capital budget in accordance with accepted 
accounting procedure in a form at established by the Parish Council. The budget 
subm itted shall be balmaecd. The President subm its w ilh the hudgct a m essage 
containing recom m endations concerning the fiscal policy of/he Parish, a description 

of the important features of the budget, an d an explanation of all major increases or 
decreases in budget reconnnendations as com pared w ith expenditures of the prior 
year. 

(2) 

(3) 

The Parish Council publishes the proposed budget in the official journal two (2) 
weeks before the m eeting al which the budget is to be adopted. The budget as 
adopted constitutes an appropriation of ftmds for all purposes contained therein. A 
budget ordinan ce becom es effective the first day of the fiscal year, unless otherwise 
provided therein. 

The Parish Council m ay am end the budgets before adoption except that no item s for 
debt selwice m ay be reduced below the an aoun t certified by the President as 
necessac~. In no event should the Par ish Council cause the total expenditures (o 
exceed an ticipated revenue. If the Parish Council fails to act on either budget within 
the trine lim it provided, it shall be adopted as subm itted by the President. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NO TE 3 - AD VAI.O REM  TAX 

Ad valorcm tax on real property is levied as of N ovem ber 15o' of each year
. The tax becom es an 

enforceable lien on the property on the first day of the m onth following the filing of the tax rolls 
by the Assessor with the Louisiana Tax Commission (usually December lSt). The tax bills are 
m ailed by the Sheriff's Office in early Decem ber mad are due upon receipt. The taxes becom e 
delinquent on January  Ist in the year after levy. The property taxes arc levied on property values 
determined by th e St. John th e Baptisl Parish Assessor's Office. 

'he following is a sum m ary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for the year 

l'arishwide Taxes 
Parishw ide 
Courthouse and Jail 
1 Abrary 
Public lIeallh 
Public Buildings 
W ater Im provem ent 
Road Lighting District No.l 
Parishwide Sewerage 
M osquito A batem ent D istrict 
Juvenile D etention Center 
Public Buildings Training Center 
Public Buildings ARC M aintenance 
Senior Citizen Center 
Drainage W orks an d 
Building Im provem ents 

N OTE 4 - SALES A ND USE TAX 

Authorized 
M illa ,eg~ _  

4.24 
1.04 
9.99 
1.00 
0.50 
7.50 
4.99 
3.50 
0.50 
1.01 
0.50 
0.50 
1.00 

Levied 
M illage 
4.24 
1.04 
9.99 
1.00 
0.50 
7.50 
4.99 
3.50 
0.50 
1.01 
O.50 
0.50 
1.00 

Expiration 
Dale 

Perm anent 
12/31/05 
12/31/07 
12/31/07 
12/31/02 
12/31/00 
12/31/07 
12/31/03 
12/31/08 
12/31/09 
12/31/07 
12/31/02 
12/31/03 

4.00 4.00 12/31 / 17 

The Parish levies a four percent sales an d use tax. The Parish and the St. John the Baptisl Parish 
School Board have entered into an agreem ent under which the School Board collects the Parish's 
sales and use tax es for a stipulated fee. The School Board rem its the proceeds of the sales and use 
laxes to the l'arish on a m onth ly basis. Sales and use tax revenue recognized in 1999 totaled 
$9,771,155. 

NOTE 5 - CASII AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At Deccnther 31, 1999, the Council has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$8,853,731 of which $4,993,655 is mlrestricted mid $3,860,076 is restricted. Restricted cash is 
included with restricted assets on the com bined balmace sheet. In the enterprise funds

, restricted 
cash equals $3,860,076 and unrestricted cash equals $743,727 for total cash of $4,603,803, which 
is presented as total cash in the statem ent of cash flows. 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIl, 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 5 - CASII AND CASII EQUIVALENTS (CONTINUED) 

These deposits are staled at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (oz" 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus th e 
federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal th e am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. 

These securities are held in joint custody in a federal reserve bank. 

A1 December 31, 1999, the Council has $9,118,967 in deposits (collected bank balances) of which 
$38,577 was uncollateralized (GASB Category 3) and $9,080,390 is secured from risk by 
$400,000 of federal deposit insuran ce and $8,680,390 of pledged securities held by the federal 
reserve bank ill the name of the fiscal agent bank an d the Parish (GASB Categoly 1). 

NO TE 6 - INVESTM ENTS 

hw cstm enls consist of obligations of the U nited States Treasury, all of w hich w ere purchased 
wflh original m alurities of one year or less. These investm ents are staled at am orlizcd cost, 
which approxim ates fair value net of unrealized gain/loss in accordance w ith Governm an t 

Accounting Stan dards Board Slatement (GASBS) No 31, "Accounting And Financial Reporting 
For Certain Investm ents And For External Invcstm enl Pools." 

Investm ents at year end are categorized below lo give an  indication of the level of risk assum ed by 
the Parish. Tile categories of credit risk arc as follow s: 

Catego[y_j_l -lnsurcd or registered, or securities held by the Parish or its agent in the Parish's nanle 

('alcgoL~ _2 - Uninsured and unregistered, with securities held by the counterparty's trust 
departm ent or agent in the Parish's nam e. 

Catego~  33 - Uninsured and unregistered, with sectu'ities held by the counterparty, or by its trust 
departm ent or agent but not in the Parish's nam e. 

At year end, tile Parish's investm ent balan ces were as follow s 

Category 
1 

Am ortized 
Cost 

M arket 
Value 

United States Treasury Bills $16,812.3_ ,3~73 $1_!~6 812,37_3 $16,812,373 

A ll invcstm ents m aintained in the proprietm7 funds are classified as hcld4o-m aturity. These 
investm ents consisl exclusively of U.S. Treasury Bills with original m aturities of one year or less. 
The am ortized cost of investments in the proprietm7 funds is $3,600,564. The total oanortized cost 
of the Parish's investm ents, which approxim ates m arket value, is $16,812,373. 
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ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TIlE FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NO TE 7 - RECEIVABLES 

The follow ing is a sunm aary of receivables al D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Taxes: 
Ad Valorem 
Sales & Use 
Other 

ntergovernmenta 
Federal 
Stale 

Gross receivables 

l.ess: Allowance for 
estimated uncollcclibles 

Special Debt 
General Revenue Service 
Fund Funds Funds 

Capital 
Projects Proprietary 
Funds Funds 

$ 733,957 $1,187,109 $2,224,111 $ 
1,934,158 

83.376 

177,909 
41,230 116,846 

373,163 1,322,711 

29,899 107,312 

71,323 $ 4,216,500 
1,934,158 
83,376 

177,909 
158,076 

30,491 4,186 1,379,397 3,109,948 

__ 137,211 

,261,625 4,846,045 2,254,602 4,186 1,450,720 9,817,178 

(36,896) (36,896) 

Netreceivablcs $1,261,625 $4,846,045 $2,2546,6~02 _$ 4,186 $ 1,413,824 $ 92 80,282 

The allowance for eslim ated uncollectible receivables is based on historical collection experience 
and other relevant circum stances. The allowance for estim ated uncollectibles consists of the 
follow ing: 

Proprietary Funds: 
Sewer District 1B 
Solid W aste 
Utilities System 

$ 16,458 
2,072 

_  18,366 

Total allowance for uncollectible accounts ~_ 36,896 

N O TE 8 - FIXED A SSETS 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of changes in the General Fixed Asset Accounl Group during the year 
cndcd Dccem ber 31, 1999: 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO U NCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINANC IAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 8 - FIXED ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

Balance 
1/01/99 Additions Deletions 

Land & building $10,214,767 $3,071,432 
Equipm em & furn iture 8,374,376 695,835 
Construction in progress 532 1,~3_5_ 1 =544,809 

Total 

$2,390,660 

427.963 

Balan ce 
12/31/99 

$ 10,895,539 
9,070,211 
1.648.981 

$ 19,121__ 2,~7_7_8 ~ ~312,076 $2,818,623 $21,614,731 

Construction in progress is com prised of the following: 

Expended to 
Decem ber 31 1999 

D rainage Construction Fund 

Drainage Projects $ 566,301 

Driver's License Building Construction Fund 
Driver's 1,ieense Building Im provem ents 16,296 

Building Construction Fund 
M ain Building lm provenaents 

Total construclion in progress 

1,066 3,3~84 

_~L6__48,981 

The following is a sum m m'y of activity for property, plant, and equipm ent held in the Parish's 
Enterprise Funds as of Decem ber 31, 1999: 

l.alld 
Buildings 
System s 
Equipm ent 
Construction in progress 

Subtota 

Balance Balan ce 
1/01/99 _ _ A_ d_ditions Deletions 12/31/99 

$ 101,883 
96,307 

81,779,048 
2,236,891 
816.625 

18,000 $ 

1,596,797 
247,170 

134 1,1~08 732,313 

$ 119,883 
96,307 

83,375,845 
2,484,061 
218,420 

$ 85,030J 54 _$ 1,_9.960~Q~75 $ 732~31_~3 $ 86,294,516 

Less: Accum ulated 

Depreciation (26,953,00.__9_) _~ !95 0~QpJ97) 

Total 

_ (_29,148,10_6) 

$ 58,077_~_7_45 $~ ~990~22) $ 732,3_13 _$57,146,41_0 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 8 - FIXED ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

Construction in progress consists of the follow ing 

Sewer D istrict: 

Skips Projects and Gravity Line 
Oxidation Pond 
Chlorine Cham ber 

Utilities System Enterprise Fund: 
1 fions Plant 

Total construction in progress 

N O TE 9 - PENSIO N PLAN 

Expended to 
Decem ber 31. 1999 

$ 48,598 
87,322 
19,500 

63,000 

$ 218,420 

Plan D escription. Substantially all em ployees offlae St. John the Baptist Council are m em bers of 

the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (the System), a multiple-employcr 
(cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a 
separate board of tru stees. The System is com posed of two distinct plans, Plan A mad Plan B, with 
separate assets and benefit provisions. A ll em ployees of the Council are m em bers of Plan A . 

All perm an ent em ployees working at least 28 hours per week who ate paid wholly or in part from 
parish funds and all elected parish offi cials are eligible to participate in the system . Under Plan  A, 
em ployees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 
55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable 
service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their 
final-average salar y for each year of creditable service, ttowever, for those em ployees who were 
m em bers of the supplem ental plan only prior to January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one per 
cent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplem ental-plan -only service caru ed prior 
to Jan uary 1, 1980, plus 3 per cent of final-average salary for each year of service credited after the 
revision datc. Final-average salary  is the em ployee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or 
joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the 
am ount of creditable service stated above, and do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions, m ay 
retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The 
System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits arc established by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly availahle financial report that includes finan cial statem ents 
and required snpplem cntary  information for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing 
to the Parochial F.m ployees' Retirem ent System , Post Offi ce Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

70898-4619, or by calling (225) 928-1361. 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TItE FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 9 - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 

l;?m ding Policy. Under Plan A, M em bers are required by statute to contribute 9.5 percem  of their 
annual covered salary and the ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIl. is required to contribute 
at an actuarially determ ined rate. Effective January l, 1997, the current em ployer contribution rate 
is 7.75 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of 
one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish (except Orleans and 
East Baton Rouge Parishes). These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based 
proporlionately on the salar ies of the active m embers of each plan. The contribution requirem ents 
of plan m em bers and the ST. JOIIN TIlE ]BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIl. are established and m ay be 
am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 11:103, the em ployer 

conlribufions are determined by actuarial valuation and ate subject to change each year based on 
the results of the valuation of the prior fiscal year . 

The following provides certain disclosures for lhe Parish's contributions to the System  under Plan 
A . The Utilities System Enterprise Ftmd payroll an d contributions are not included in the 1997 
and 1998 am ounts since the Fund had a June 30 year end for both year s. 

Decem ber 31 
1997 1998 999 

Em ployer required contribution rate 7.75%  7.75%  7.75%  

Covered payro l 

Required em ployer contributions 

Par ish contributions 

$ 2,866,916 $ 2,980,970 $ 4,543,207 

$ 222,186 

$ 222,186 

$ 231,024 $ 352,100 

$ 231,024 $ 352,100 

The Utilities System Enteq~rise Fund's contributions to the System  under Plar l A fi)r the year ended 
June 30, 1997 and 1998 and the six m ouths ended Decem ber 31, 1998 arc as follows: 

Employer required contribution rate 

Covered payroll 

P, equired em ployer contributions 

Fiscal Year 
Ended 
6/30/97 

Fiscal Year 
Ended 
6/30/98 

7.25%  7.75%  

$1,084,727 $1,132,.324 

$80,806 

$80,806 

$87,755 

$87,755 

SIX M ON TtlS 
EN DED 
12/31/98 

7.75%  

$562,345 

$43,582 

$43,582 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINA N CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D eeem ber 31, 1999 

N O TE 10 - O TtlER PO ST-EM PLO Y M EN T BENEFITS 

The ST. JOItN TIlE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIl, provides certain continuing health care mad life 
insuran ce benefits for its em ployees. Substmatially all of the Council's em ployees becom e eligible 
for th ese benefits if they reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the Council. Life 
insuran ce benefits for retirees and sim ilar benefits for active em ployees arc provided through an 

insurance compan y whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the Council. I-/ealth care bencfits 
were provided through an  insuran ce com pany until M ay 31, 1999. Beginning Jtme 1, 1999, health 
car e benefits to retirees and active em ployees are provided through the Parish's self-insured health 

care program (See Note 22). The Council pays benefits for retirees in fiall. The Council 
recognizes the cost of providing these benefits as expenditure when paid during the ycm'. At 
])ecem ber 31, 1999, forty-two retirees were eligible an d receiving such health care benefits. Total 
premiums paid by the Parish on behalf of retirees amounted to $155,366 for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1999. 

NO TE 11 - ACCO UNTS, SALARIES, AND O TH ER PAYABLES 

The following is a sum m ary of accounts, contracts, salaries, and other payablcs as of Decem ber 
31, 1999. 

('lass Special Capital 
of General Revenue Projects Enterprise Agency 

Payable Fund Funds Funds Funds Funds 

Salaries 
W ithholding 
Contracts 
AccoIlntS 
Other 

$ 7,648 
66,164 

$ 
43,812 
19,962 
610,425 
312,524 

Tota) _$ 298 2=~ _88 $ 986,723_  

$ 

239,399 
414.142 

$_ _ _ . 653,541 

NO TE 12 - CO M PENSATED A BSENCES 

$ 38,393 $ 
112,290 
45,421 
478,489 

__  
167,76_9 __ 4 1_ ,1~52 

$ 842,362 $ 4 1~1~_52 

$ 46,041 
222,266 
304,782 
1,727,532 
484.445 

Only full tim e regular em ployees with a m inim um of six m onths of em ploym ent service are 
eligible for sick pay. At retirem ent, all accum ulated, unused, and unpaid sick leave days arc 
forwarded to the retirem ent system for conversion upon application for nolTnal retirem ent. In 
addition, unclassified employees are paid upon sepm'ation for one-half (1/2) of the total unused 
sick days at th e regular hourly rate. At Decem ber 31, 1999, the Council em ployees had no 
accunm lated or vested em ployee leave benefits that would m aterially affect the financial 
statem cuts. 



N O TE 13 - I,EA SES 

ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  C O U N C IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

The Parish is obligated under leases accounted for as capital leases. The leased assets and related 
obligations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group and the General Long- 
Tcnn Debt A ccount Group, respectively, except for leases associated with the proprietary funds, 
which arc included oll the balance sheet. 

The following is a schedule of capital lease obligations at December 31, 1999 

Descriptioa 

M otorola Radios 
Bertrand [,ease 
I.aPIace Rescue "huck 
Reserve Rescue Truck 
Garyville Pum per 
Ford Sewer Cleaner 
Copier Lease 
Reserve l)umper Tra ck 
Garyville Rescue Truck 
W eslbank Rescue Truck 

Subtotal 

Capitalizable 
Amount 

$ 9,771,600 
19,816 
196,973 
179,265 
136,668 
159,610 
6,819 

229,448 
229,240 

I _ !90,665 

1~120,104 

Interest 
Rate 

7.12%  
5.25 
5.75 
6.00 
6.13 
5.25 
7.85 
5.55 
5.52 
6.(10 

Solid W aste Enterprise Fund: 
Ford Chassis Truck 67,998 5.60 

Total Leases Payable ~ 188,102 

Tennination 
Date 

06/01/00 
08/I 1/01 
07/31/01 
I 1/15/04 
02/15/01 
10~0/0 I 
04/24/02 
02/11/08 
04/14/07 
11/15/06 

Principal 
Balance 

$ 7,492 
3,800 
50,743 
121,808 
53,627 
76,978 
3,182 

199,448 
179,240 
144.846 

lm ereslto 
M aturitz_  

4,417 
20,088 
4,980 
3,932 
675 

59,317 
47,305 

_ _ __  33,609 

__ 841,] 64 _ J  74,456_ 

07/12/02 __  
45,421 

$ 886,585 

3.47 

$.&_177,927 

The Council records item s under capital leases as assets and obligations in the accom panying 
financial statem ents. The follow ing is an analysis of capital lease activity during the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1999: 

Capital lease obligations at Jan uary 1, 1999 

Add: New lease obligations 

Less: l)rincipal paym ents 

$ 667,035 

465,506 

(245,956) 

Capital lease obligations at December 31, 1999 $ 886,585 
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ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O U N C IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 13 - I,EASES (CONTINUED) 

The follow ing is a schedulc of future m inim mn lease paym ents under capital leases and the 
present value of the net m inim um lease paym ents as of Decem ber 31, 1999: 

Year Ended 

2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 

Total M inim um Lease Paym ents 

l.ess: Am ounts Representing lnlerest 

Present V alue of N et M inim um Lease Paym ents 

Equipm ent 

$ 242,564 
226,584 
122,532 
110,942 
110,943 
82,563 
82,562 
57,070 
28,752 

1,064,512 

_ _ ~!_77,927) 

$ 886,585 

N OTE 14 - CIIANG ES IN GENERA L LO NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Thc follow ing is a sum m ary of general long-term obligations transactions for the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1999: 

Bonded Debt and Lease 
Certificates of Purchase Prom issory 
Indebtedness A greem ents N otes Total 

Long-Term 
Obligations l~ayable at 
January 1,199!) $ 43,488,000 $ 605,718 $ 5,600 $ 44,099,318 

15,955,000 465,506 16,420,506 

Deductions (17,993,000) __ (230,06_0_) (5,400) _ (18~228,460) 

I.ong-Tenn 
Obligations Payable at 

December31, 1999 $ 41,450,000 _~_ 841,164 $ 200 ~_ 42.291,364 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CIIANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM  OBLIGATIONS (CONTINUED) 

General Obligation Bonds, Revenue Bonds, Certificates of Indebtedness, and other long-term debt 
are com prised of the following individua] issues: 

Date of 

P.b[ic Improvement Bond~ 
Walcr Impmvements-1976 [I ] 
I~ast Bank Office Bldg.- 1978 [ I ] 
Road & Drainage Sales Tax Ik~ds-1990 
Public Improvement Bonds, 

Series ST-1993 
Public Improvement Bonds, 

Series ST-1994 
Public Improvement Bonds, 

Series ST-1995 
Poblic Improvement Relhnding 

Bonds- 1996 
Public hnprovement Bonds ST-1996 
l'ttblie Improvelnent Relbnding Bonds. 

Series ST-1999 
Public Improvement Relbndblg Bonds. 

Series STq 999 
(EcOnolnic IX'velopment) 

(;encral Oblk~ation Bonds 
Parishwide Sewerage- 1979 [ I ] 
General Obligation Refunding 

Bonds-1992 II1 
General Obligation Bonds - Series 
General Obllgatlon Bor~ds - Se~ies 
General Obligallon Bonds - Series 

08/01/76 
04/01/78 
08/01/90 

04/01/93 

10/01/94 

07/01/95 

12/01/96 
10/01/96 

12/01/99 

04/01/99 

09101/79 

04/01/92 
993 11] 08/01/93 
998A ~l] 03lOt/98 
998B [I] 03/01/98 

Total General Obligalkln Bonds 

Cerlilic.ate of lndcblcdness-1993 
Ccllificale of Indebtedness-1994 
Cenificale of Indebtedncss-] 996 
Cerlificate of Indebtedness-1999 

Total Cerfficales of hldebtcdness 

Tolal Bonds m~d Certificates of Indebtedness 

Prom issory Notes 
Bossier Properly 

Total Promissory Notes 

12/02/93 
02/22324 
10/08/96 
09/08/99 

Authorized 
and Issued 

Interest 
Rale % 

Principal 
Ontst~ldil 

Interest 
to M aturi 

$ 3,339,000 5.5-65 08/01/01 
800,000 45-6.5 04/01103 

2,420,000 6.7-10.0 08/01/00 

500,000 5.5-10.0 01/01/14 

800,000 5.3-10.0 01/01/15 

6,800,000 
2,700,000 

3.9-5,6 
5.1-5.5 

2/01114 
2101114 

4,925,000 4.375-5.5 01/01/14 

510,000 
220,000 
355,000 

115,000 

430,000 

805.000 3.75-4.5 01/01/10 805,000 

$ 27,955,000 $ 12~667,091 

700,000 6.1~ .75 03101104 $ 595,000 100,000 

8,725,000 
500,000 

6,0O0,00g 
1,200,000 

350,000 
350,000 
500,000 
225.000 

5.5 
5.5 

5.25-6.05 
0-5.25 

03~ 1~8 
0~01~8 
03~ lIIg 
03~ 1/18 

04101103 
03/01104 
04/01106 
04101109 

849,585 
98,328 

3,097,554 
6547,75151 

$ 12485,000 $ 4,800,218 

$_ ~41~ 00Q $ 17,668,168 

25,000 $ 200 

$ 200 

$ 41#50~00 

At Decem ber 3 1 1 999, the Cotmcil has accumulated $4,346,1 62 in Debt Service Funds for future 
debt requirements. The anim al requirem ents to am ortize all bonds and/or certificates outstanding 
at December 31, 1999, including total interest of $17,842,624 (bonded debt and promissory notes 
of $1 7,668,] 68 and capital leases of $1 74,456) are as follows: 
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ST. JO H N TIlE BAPTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CIIANGES IN GENERAL I,ONG-TERM  OBLIGATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Bonded Debt Capital 
Fiscal and Certificates Lease 
Year of Indebtedness Obligation 

Total L  59 I 18 168 

Prom issory 
Notes Total 

$ 223,639 $ 
207,658 
111,492 
110,942 
110,943 
250,946 

$.$ 2oo $ _6~ 9,2~8s 

General Obligation Bonds, totaling $12,485,000, and Public Improvement Bonds totaling 
$730,000, indicated by a [1] on the schedule of debt issues, ate securcd by an annual ad valorem 
tax levy. In accordan ce w ith Louisiana Revised Statute 39:562, the Council is legally restricted 
from incurring long-tern , bonded debt in excess of 10 percent of the assessed value of propcny in 
the Parish. At Decem ber 31, 1999, the total assessed value of property in the Parish was 
$214,030,288, an d the statutory limit was $21,403,029. The total indebtedness secured by ad 
valorem taxes totaled $13,215,000. 

The long-term debt account group does not include any of the Pollution Control Revenue Bonds or 
Industrial Revenue Bonds issued by the industrial districts of St. John file Baptist Parish. 
Obligations of the industrial districts are payable solely from the incom e and levenues derived 
from the industrial districts. Although the nan ae of the Comacil appears on the face of the bonds, 
the Council has not guaranteed paym ent of those bonds in the event of default by the issuing 
authority. 

A dvance R efunding 

On April l, 1999, the Parish issued $805,000 in Public Improvement Refimding Bonds, Series 
ST-1999 with the interest rates of 3.75-4.50% to advance refund $745,000 of outstan ding 
Econom ic Developm ent Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds, Series ST-1990 with the interest 
rate of 7.10-7.40%. Thc net bond proceeds of $776,887 (after payment of 28,113 in accrued 
interest, underwriting fees, insuran ce, an d other issuan ce cost) plus an additional $21,984 of 
existing Series ST-1990 reserve an d sinking ftmd m onies were used to purchase U .S. governm ent 
securities. Those securities were deposited in an irrevocable trust with an  escrow agent to provide 
for all future debt service paym ents on the Series ST-1990 bonds. A s a result, the Series ST-1990 
bonds are considered to be dcfeased an d the liability for those bonds has been rem oved from the 
geucra/long-term debt accoun! group. The Parish advance refunded the Series ST-1990 bonds to 
reduce its total debt service payments over the next eleven years by approximately $95,000 and to 
obtain an economic gain (difference between the present values of the debt service payments on 
the old mad new debt) of approximately $76,100. 



ST . JO ItN TH E BA PTIST PA RISIt C O U N CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINANCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
1)eeem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CItANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS (CONTINUEI)) 

On Decem ber 1, 1999, the Parish issued $14,925,000 in Public Improvem ent Refuuding Bonds, 
Series ST-1999 with the interest rates of 4.375-5.50%  to advance refund $14,295,000 of 
outstm~ding Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds, Series ST-1989 with the interest rate of 7.30- 

7.80%. The net bond proceeds of $13,079,661 (after payment of 2,004,000 in accrued interest, 
arbitrage rebate, underwriting fees, insurance, and other issuance cost) plus an additional 
$2,160,081 of existing Series ST-1989 reserve and sinking fund monies were used to purchase 
U.S. govem nmm securities. Tbose securities were deposited in an in'evocable trust with an 
escrow agent to provide for all future debt service paym ents on th e Series ST-1989 bonds. As a 
result, the Series ST-1989 bonds are considered to be defeased and the liabilily for those bonds 
has been rem oved from the general long-term debt account group. On Decem ber 1, 1999, th c 
defeascd bonds were called. The Parish advance refmlded the Series ST-1989 bonds to reduce its 

total debl service payments over the next fiflen years by approximatcly $1,204,000 and to obtain 
an economic gain (difference between the present values of the debt service payments on the old 
and new debt) of approximately $365,000. 

Details of each bond issuance are sum m arized as follows: 
Public Im provem ent Refundine Bonds 

Sources 

Principal Proceeds 
Original Issue Prem ium 
Accrued Interest on N ew 

Debt to D elivery 
Contribution from Reserve Funds 
Contribution from Sinking Funds 

Total Sources 

D eposit to Escrow A gent 
Original Issue Discount 
Underwriter's Discount 
Credit Enhmlcem enl &  
Surety Bond Prem ium s 
Yield Reduction Paym ent to IRS 
lssum~ee Costs 

Series ST- 1999 Series ~f- 1999 

$14,925,000 
158,661 

137,314 
1,558,082 
601,999 

~d7,381,056 

$15,239,742 
102,502 
149,250 

135,815 
1,511,842 
104,591 

Deposit of Accrued Interest to 
Sinking l"und 137,314 

$!7~ 81,056 

$8O5,000 

1,681 
8,270 
13.714 

_$828,665 

$798,871 

7,245 

20,868 

1.681 

$828,665 



ST. JO ItN TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CttANGES I N GENERAl, LONG-TEI~VI OBLIGATIONS (CONTIN UED) 

Details of cash flow differences and calculation of econom ic gain for each of the Series ST-1999 
Public Im provem ent Refunding Bonds are sum m arized as follows: 

Cash Flow D ifference 

Old debt service cash flows 
N ew debt service cash flow s 
Less: 
Original issue discount 
U nderwriter's discount 
Accrued inlerest 

Plus: 
Original issue prem ium s 
Contribution from  reserve funds 
Contritm tion from sinking funds 

Cash Flow Difference 

Econom ic Gain 

Present value of old debt service 
cash flow s 

Present value of new debt service 
cash flows 

I ,ess: 
Original issue discount 
Underwriter's discount 
A ccrued interest 

Plus: 
Original issue prem ium s 
Contribution from  reserve funds 
Contribution from sinking funds 

Econom ic Gain 

Public lnm rovem ent Bonds Series 

$14,925,000 $14,295,000 $805,000 $745,000 
ST-1999 ST-1989 ST-1999 ST-1990 

$22,020,551 

(102,502) 
(149,250) 
(137,314) 

158,661 
1,558,082 
601.999 

$14,864,632 

(102,502) 
(149,250) 
(137,314) 

158,661 
1,558,082 
601.999 

38 

$25,154,354 

23,950,227 

$1,030,585 

(7,245) 
(1,681) 

$1,138,570 

8,270 
13.714 1.043.643 

$ 1,204,127 $ 94,927 

$17,159,341 

16,794,308 

$ 778,568 

(7,245) 
(I,681) 

$ 867,805 

8,270 
13 714 791.626 

$ 365,033 $ 76,179 



ST. JO H N TIlE BA PTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CIIANGES IN GENERAL I,ONG-TERM  OBLIGATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Prior Y ear D cfeasancc of D ebts 

In 1989, the Coan cil defeased certain 1987 Public Im provem ent Bonds by placing the proceeds of 
the new bonds in an irrevocable trust to provide for all future debt service paym ents on the 1987 
bonds. Accordingly, the trust accotmt assets and the liability for the defeased bonds are not 
included in the Council's financial sta/em ents. 

In 1992, the Council defeased $265,000 of Series 1983 Itealth Unit Bonds, $5,150,000 of Series 
1984 W ater Improvement Bonds, and $2,610,000 of Series 1986 Parishwide Sewerage System 
Bonds by placing the proceeds of the new bonds in an irrevocable trust to provide for all future 
debt service paym ents of the defeased bonds. Accordingly, the trust account assets an d the 
liability for the defeased ban ds are not included ill the Council's financial statem ents. 

In 1996, the Council defeased $6,200,000 of Public hnprovem ent Bonds, Series ST 1990, by 
issuing $6,800,000 of Public Improvem ent Refunding Bonds, Series 1996. The Council placed 
the proceeds of the new bonds in all irrevocable trust to provide for all future deb! service 
paym ents of the defeased bonds. A ccordingly, the trust account assets artd the liability for the 
defeased bonds are not included in the Council's financial statem ents. 

At Decem ber 31, 1999, $24,920,000 of bonds outstanding are considered deli~ased 

The follow ing is a summ ary of bonds, certificates, and notes payable of the Utilities System 
Enterprise Fund: 

Date of Auflloriz~cd Interest M aturity Principal 
ssuanee and Issued Rate % Date Otllslalldirl 

Interesl 
to M aluri 

Revenue Bonds 
W ater Revenue Refimding Series 1997A 

"l'ax-4~xcmpt bonds 
W ater Revcnlle Refunding Sedcs 1097B 

Taxable bonds 
W aler Revenue Utility Bonds Series 1998 
W ater Revenue Utility Bonds Series 1999 

0/01/97 

0/01/97 
6/1/98 
1111/99 

356,000 5.75 

2,445,000 8.00 12/01/I ] 2,235,000 1,327,600 
3,500,000 5.125 06101/28 3,322,807 2,919,990 
3,500,000 4.20-5.75 06/01/28 

-- . 3~500~0~ 3,213,395 

$ 7~634,290 

The following is a sum m ary of bond and other long-tem a debt transactions of the Utilities System 
Enterprise Fund: 

Long-tem a obligations payable at January l, 1999 
Additions 
Principal paym ents 
Defeasmace l'aym ents 

$ 6,106,600 
3,674,200 
(391,993) 

Long-term obligations payable at Decenaber 31, 1999 $ 9,388,80_77 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 14 - CItANGES IN GENERAl, LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS (CONTINUED) 

In Decem ber 1997, the Council defeascd $875,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1971 Serial Bonds, 
$70,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1973 Serial Bonds, $12,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1978 
Serial P, onds, and $3,9g0,000 of W ater and Gas Series 1993 Serial Bonds by placing the 
proceeds from the sale of the natural gas system along with a portion of the proceeds from the 
issuance of St. John Utility Revenue Bonds Series 1997A and 199713 in an ilrevoeable trust to 
provide for all future debt service paym ents o13 the defeased bonds. Accordingly, thc trust 
account assets and the liability for the defeased bonds are not included in the Utilities System 's 
financial stalem enls. 

113 l)eccm bcr 1997, the Council defeased $335,000 W ater and Gas Series 1990 Serial Bonds by 
placing the proceeds fi'om the sale of the natural gas system along with a portion of the proceeds 
fi'om the issuance of St. John Utility Revenue Bonds Series 1997A and 1997B in an  in'evocablc 
trust to provide for all future debt service paym ents on the defeased bonds, which will bc called 
for redenrption on Decem ber 1, 2000. Accordingly, the trust account assets and the liability for 
the defeascd bonds are not included in the Utilities System 's financial stalem ents. At Decem ber 
31, 1999, $4,529,000 of bonds outstanding are considered defeased. 

According to the term s of the bond indenture agreem ents, the St. John the Baptist Parish Utilities 
System Enterprise Fund m ust provide net revenues in each year at least equal to ] 30 percent of the 
principal and interest requirem ents in that year. For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, the net 
revenues before depreciation was greater than 130 percent of the debt service requirem ents, tlm s, 
the bond deht service coverage factor was m et. 

All of the Fund's outstanding revenue bonds are subject to early redemption provisions 

Thc annual requirem ents to am orlize Utilities System Enterprise Fund debt outstanding as of 

December 31, 1999, including interest payments of $7,637,761 (bonded debt of $7,634,290 and 
capital lease of $3,471 ), are as follows: 

YeaLEnding June 30, 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 

2006an dthereafler 

Total 

A m ount 

$ 791,419 
789,864 
780,581 
772,053 
768,343 
768,818 

_ _ _ 12,400,911 

~_ 17,071,989 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NO TE 15 - CH ANG ES IN AG ENCY FUNDS 

A sunm ~ary of chan ges in assets and liabilities follows 

Assets: 

Cash 

Balances 
Begilm ing of 

Year 

Balances 
End of 

A dditions Reductions Year 

$ 28,051 ~ 631,480 $ 6229~9~9~9~9~9~9~9~9~ 616 $ :~ 615_ 

Tolal assets $ 28,051 ~ 631,4_8_0_ $ 622,916 ~__36,615_ 

1 ,iabilities 

Accrued expenses $ 1,052 $ 4,152 $ 1,052 $ 4,152 
D ue to other funds 26,999_  _ _  32,46_ _

3 26,999 32,463_  

Total liabilities $ 28,051 _$__ 36,6!5 $ 28,051 $ 36,615_ 

N OTE 16 - DU E TO~'RO M  O TH ER FUNDS 

The follow ing is sum m ary of am ounts due to/due from oflaer funds at Decem ber 31, 1999 

General Fund 
Special Revenue Funds 
Debt Service Funds 

Capital Projects Funds 
Enterprise Funds 
Inlem al Service I:unds 
A gency Funds 

Difference due to the Library Fund, a com ponent unil, 
no! included in the accom panying prim ary 
governm ent financial statem ents 

Total D ue To/D ue From Other Funds 

Due From 
$ 93,368 
1,386,650 

25,229 
972,501 
48,383 

D ue To 

$ 246,362 
1,132,792 
49,000 
6,625 

1,057,429 
103 

__  32,463 

$2,526,131 $2,524,774 

1.357 

$2,526j!)_31_ ~ 526,131 



ST. JO IIN TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 17 - O PERATING TRAN SFERS IN/O UT 

The follow ing is sum m al3, of operating transfers m ade during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

General Fund 
Special Revenue Funds 
Debt Service Fum ls 

Capital Project Funds 
Enterprise Funds 
lntem al Service Fm~ds 

Total Operating Transfers In/O ut 

N OTE 18 - CRIIM INAI. CO URT FUND 

Transfers 
111 

$ 1,426,587 
1,808,540 
4,541,903 
750,759 
716,000 

__ __  9,60Q 

Transfers 
Out 

$ 83,100 
6,986,632 
1,692,116 

441,541 
__  50,000 

_~_9~ _253,389 $ 9,253,389 

l,ouisiana Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 15:571.11 requires that one-half of any surplus rem aining 
in the Crim inal Court Fund at year-end shall be transm itted to the Parish's General Fund. The 
Parish transferred $6,531 to the General Fund at December 31, 1999. 

N O TE 19 - C O M M ITM ENTS AN D C O N TIN G EN CIES 

_Liti gation 
The Parish is a nam ed defendant in a num ber of claim s and law suits resulting principally from  

personal injury, property damage, assessments, and construction claims. The Parish Attorney 
has reviewed these claim s and lawsuits in order to evaluate the likelihood of an unfavorable 
outcom e to the Parish and to arrive at an estim ate, if any, of the anm unt or range of potential loss 
to the Parish. As a result of such review , the various claim s and lawsuits have been categorized 
into "probable," "reasonably possible," and "rem ote" contingencies as defined in GASB 
Codification C50. The Parish's "reasonably possible" loss contingencies at D ecem ber 31, 1999, 
for which an amount of liability can  be estimated, approximate $161,000. In accordan ce with the 
GA SB Codification, this am ount has not been recorded as a liability of the General Fund, nor has 
it been recorded as a general long-term liability. Legal counsel's opinion on the ultim ate 
resolution of these m atters is that little or no loss to the Parish Council should be incun'ed. 

Capital Lease 
On April 29 1999, th e Parish issued a lease-purchase agreem ent in an mnount not to exceed 
$216,000 to upgrade, test and validate the 911 Police an d Fire Emergency Repolling System to 
becom e Year 2000 com patible. The upgrade was not com pleted until February 2000. At th at 

time, the existing M otorola Radios capital lease (as disclosed in Note 13 Leases) was 
tenninaled. The rem aining obligation was included with the obligation on th is new lease for a 
total lease obligation of $202,420. 
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ST. JO iIN TH E BA PTIST PARISH CO UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 19 - COM M ITM ENTS AND CONTINGENCIES (CONTINUED) 

Federally Assisted Proarmns 
The Parish receives significant financial assistance from num erous federal and state 
govermncntal agencies in the form of grants. The disbursem ent of funds received under th ese 
program s [generally requires com pliance with term s and conditions specified in th e gran t 
agreem ents. The program s are audited in accordance w ith the Single Audit Act of 1984 and 

1996 Amendnmnts an d also subject to fm'ther examination by the prantor agency. Any 
disallowed claim s resulting from such audits could becom e a liability of the General Fund or 
other applicable funds. However, in the opinion of m anagem ent , any such disallowed claim s 
will not have a m aterial effect on any of the financial statem ents. 

I)cbt 
In M arcia 1998, the St. John the Baptist Parish Council issued Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 
1998 in the am ount of $2,925,000 for the purpose of constructing public libraries in the Parish, as 
set out in Proposition N o. 1 approved by th e voters on Jan uary 17, 1998. The Certificates are 
secured by an d payable from ma irrevocable pledge and dedication of the funds to be derived by 

the Parish from tile levy and collection of a special ten (10) mills tax authorized to be levied each 
of tile years 1998 through 2007, inclusive, on all the property subject to taxation within the 
corporate boundaries of th e Parish pursumat to an election held on January 17, 1998. 

The debt and related ad valorem tax revenues are recorded in the finan cial statem ents of St. John 
the Baptist Parish Library, a com ponent unit of St. John the Baptist Parish Council. The Council 

has elected to issue financial statements of the primm7 government (Council) only; therefore the 
com ponent unit is not included in th e accom panying finan cial statem ents. 

ltowever, the Certificates of Indebte&m ss, Series 1998 is a direct obligation of the Parish 
Council, as issuer of the Certificates. 

N O TE 20 - RESERV EI) FUND BALANCES AND RETA INED EARNING S 

Iqm nature and purpose of the reserves of fund balances and retained earnings ar e as follows 

Fund balances - Reserv ed for debt service 
Fund balance available to pay the principal balances 
of the Parish's general long-tem a obligations. 

Fund balan ces - Reserved for capital projects 
Unexpended fimds rem aining in a departm ental budget 

dedicated for capital projects to be performed in furore 

$4,346,162 

3,448,450 



ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH COUN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TIlE FINA NCIAL STA TEM EN TS 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE 20 - RF.SF~RVED FUND BALANCES AND RETAINED EARNINGS (CONTINUED) 

Fund balances - Reselwed for operations, capital im provem ents and 
m aintenance of sewer district 
Excess sales tax received by the sales lax district for the one- 
cent sewer tax. 433,623 

Total reserved fund balances $ 8,228,235 

Retained earnings - Reserved for bond retirem ent and capital additions 
Retained earnings restricted to paying principal and interest 
in the Sewer Fund and Utilities System Enterprise Fund 
as well as expenditures for capital prqiects or emergency 
repairs pcrformed in future years for these fun ds. ~;1,284,924 

Total reserved retained earn ings 

NO TE 21 - SEG M ENT INFO RM ATIO N - ENTERPRI SE FUNDS 

_$1,284,924 

Segment infommtion for the Parish's Enteq~rise Funds is as follows (in thousands of dollars) 

Fund/Tzpe o f_ S_e!zicc! 

Operating revenues 
Deprecialion 
Operating income (loss) 
Operaling transfers in 
Ad valorem tax revenues 
Nel income (loss) 
Decrease in capital contributions 
Amortization of conlribution capital 
Property, plant and 
equipment - additions 

Properly, plant and 
equipm ent - deletions 

Net working capital 
Total assets 
Bonds payable 
Total fired equity 

1]tilifies 
System  

M osquito 
Solid W aste A batem ent Total 

$ 4,633 $ 2,572 $ 1,709 $ 
900 1,282 10 
378 (1,893) 83 

716 

9 

(23) 
528 

946 

007) 
611 

33,006 
9,389 
21,320 

(1,176) 
(833) 
1,120 

943 

(625) 
382 

34,004 

33,781 

(12) 

215 
49O 

270 

303 $ 9,217 
3 2,195 

(37) (1,469) 
716 

7l 71 

(37) (1,216) 
(856) 
1.648 

1 O7 

280 
477 

384 

(732) 
1,488 

67,977 
9,389 
55,755 



ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O U N C IL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINA N CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NO TE 22 - R ISK M A NAG EM ENT 

The Parish is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, dam age to, and destruction 

of assets; errors mid omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. These risks are 
covered by com m ercial insurance purchased from  independent third parties. The m ore significant 
insurance coverages include w ater and sew erage comm ercial general liability, workers' 
com pensation, business auto, and com m ercial property. 

On June 1 1999, the Parish becam e partially self-insured with respect to its em ployee m edical, 
dental and script care drug insurance program s. The Parish established an Em ployee Benefit 

Fund (an internal service fund) to account for this self-insured health care program. The 
General Fund, Sewerage, Utilities System , Roads & Bridges and Library funds parlicipate in 
the program and m ake contributions to the Em ployee Benefit Fund for em ployee m edical and 
dcntal claim s based on an actuarial valuation by the third party adm inistrator. Under the self- 
insurance pro~,ram , the Parish is responsible for medical and dental claims up to $50,000 per 
individual claim, approximately $903,900 on the annual aggregate claims (based on the 
number of insared individuals at $142.13 each and the number of family coverage at $355.33 
each), and a lifetime maximum benefit of $1,000,000 per individual. The Parish uses a 
reinsurance carrier to reduce its exposure to large losses on claim s over these am ounts up to 
statutory lim its. The Parish is required by its excess canter to contribute m inim um m onthly 
aggregate premium s of $75,330. The Parish paid $535,283, net of reinsurance reim bursement 
of $117,310, in m edical and dental claim s lbr the period June I, 1999 to Decem ber 31, 1999. 
Settled claim s did not exceed insurance coverage for year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

The tolal claims of $848,003 (which includes claims incurred but not reported of $312,721) 
reported in the Fund at D ecem ber 31, 1999 is based on the requirem ents of Governm ental 
Accounting Standards Board Statem ent N o. 10, w hich requires that a liability for claim s bc 
reported if inform ation prior to the issuance of the financial statem ents indicates that it is 
probable that a liability has been incurred but not yet reported at the date of the financial 
statem ents and the am ount of the loss can  be reasonably estim ated. Govern m ent Accounting 
Standards Board Statem ent N o. 30, "Risk Financing Om nibus - An Am endm ent of GA SB 

Statement No. 10," requires that specific, incremental claim adjustment expenses and estimated 
recoveries be considered in calculating the claim s liability. Changes in the balances of claim s 
liabilities during the year are as follow s: 

1999 

C urrent Y ear 
Beginning C laim s and 
of Year Changes in Claim s Balance at 
Liablity_ _  Estim ates Paym ents Year End 

$ 965,313 $(652,592) $ 312,721 

The Employee Benefit Fund had a deficit fund balance of $312,721 at December 31, 1999 
resulting from the self-insurance activities. 
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Cash and c~sh tqulvMents 

Receivables 
Due f[om o~her funds 
Olher Rccelv~iblcs 
Due from other BOVef~H~IClItX 

~T  
Brld~ 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
l,alqac~, Louisiana 

Special Revenue Funds 
Com bining Balance Sheet 

Decem ber 31,1999 

Criminal Civil 
Court Defense 

Street 
~Rhting 

L~ela~c 

Ileahh Detention Airport E~ nomle Fnc 
UnilT~ Center Authority Development Departmei~t 

$ 36,508 $ 23,477 5; 37,520 $ 51,859 $ 20088 $ 10~,108 $ 
- 84,396 698.822 348,849 24,816 - 

17,184 5,459 686,646 148,522 144,188 5,9O6 
5,237 

1676g 10,824 179,385 

$ 19,745 
427,889 
126,666 
3,891 

2,699,713 53,692 118,559 1,439,756 560,054 189,092 293,399 3,015,523 578,19 

lurid b~lance 
Rescued 
Umeservcd, undesignaled 2,105,081 43,366 81.208 1,365,449 535,456 177,215 60.889 1.948,211 552,807 

1,948,21 I 552,807 

Iolalliabilillesand[undbalanc~ $ 2,699,713 $ 53,692 $ 118.559 $ 1,439,756 $ 560,054 $ 189,092 $ 293,399 $ 3,015,523 $ 578.19 

Sce lndcpcndcnt Auditor's Report 



W cstba,~E 
Volunteer 
Fire 

Ciaryville 
Volumeer CGmnlun- 
Fire ieatton 

)cpaMment ~islr~~t Distrlet 

ARC Sen{or Convention Rese~,e 
Ambulance Maintenance Citizens Center Drainage 
Fm,d Fund T~  Fund Fund 

15.205 $ 
84,386 
36,226 

44,923 $ 
99,278 
36,227 

45,334 $ 
390,098 
I? 020 

445,g85 
4,598,430 
982,522 
230,000 

8,540 71,324 
45.963 

76,348 $ 8,663 $ 1,968.188 
449,814 8,847,796 
8,798 4,443,978 

1,386650 
- 107,312 

21,421 294.755 

79,782 136,930 181.541 461,452 6,256,837 t00,665 72,248 146,20 

66,727 

32,250 

433,623 
8,663 

433,623 
4,480,013 

,837 $ 109,665 $ 

,:17 



 

St. John tile Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, l,ouisiaua 

Special Revenue Funds 

Com bining Statem ent of Revenues, Expendidures, and Changes ill Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31.1999 

Revenues 
"laxes 

Ad valorcru 
Sales alld use 
Imergoverumenlal revenues 

federal granls 
State funds 

Parish trar~sportalion 
Staee reventte shar01g 
Oilier 

Fees, charges, and commissions 
Fines arid forfeilurcs 
]ntelest ]llCOllle 
Olbe~ xevem~es 

xl~nditures 
Gc,,c,~J b, ovcmme,a 
Judicial 

Public safety 
] lealfll and welfale 
J'k'ononde Jevelopment 
"l rausportation 
Debt service 

,~:xccss (Deficiency) of revc~ues over 
expenditures 

Olber J)nanehJg $oorccs (I)3es) 
.q~e {,f ~Sxe15 a~cls 
Litigalion selllenlents 
Operatiag Irallsfers in 
Operat0~g Irallsfc'rs out 

E~cess (Deficiency) of revenues 
alld other sources over 
expendlttlres and olher ~lses 

,~und balances, BUd of year 

Roads Juvende 
m~d Crlnfnal Civil Streel Ilealth DetelLtioP Airport Econoluic 

Bridges Coula Defense Lighting Unit "lax Cerdel A, ut hority Development 

(.al'tace 
Volnmccr 
Fire 

926,998 

21,157 13.170 

7,375 
767,858 
6 965 

37.403 

6,522 
20,220 

20,653 
52~361 

5,4 ~3 
].128 

- $ 
926,998 041,198 

44,254 
48.031 

43,083 

18,3L8 

100,000 
,605.541 - 69.999 
(510,244) (6,531) 

,}95,297 (6.531) 69.999 

(70,000) 

(70,000) 

1,410,625 

5,000 8,00(I 
(2,723,402) 

See Indepeuder~t Auditor's Repgl* 
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Resecve W esrb~,k 
Volunleer Volunlee~ 
Fire File 

Dcparllnet~[ ])ep~tllncnt 

Comnlun- Sales ARC Senior Convention Reserve 
ieation Tax Ambulance Mainlenatlce Citizens Center ])raln nge 
Distri~l ])istdCl Fund Fund Tax Fund Fund Total 

6.546 

5.556 
0,000 

9.27.1 

4 316 

47.756 

6.105 17.615 
201.521 

228.J44 

2.422 1.634 367 
657 

11,031 

20.147 

- $ 1.211.129 
9.771.155 

220.2O3 

487.720 
45.308 
502;855 
416.70g 
767.858 

227 562.833 
3.605 391.949 

8.300 

786 
890.542 

918 
1.579.026 
623.052 

* 262.315 
3.532 4.239,930 

18.300 

47.135 37.157 (11.635) 92.777 4.835.305 1.511 6.206 63 131046 (9.700) 6.763.635 

1.410.625 
- I00.000 

0.000 1.808.540 
(6.986.632 

45,2331 (42,1071 (3,584,115) (5,0001 I0,000 (3,667,467 



Cash and cash equivalents 

Investm ents 
Receivables 

Tolal assets 

l,iabilities and fund balance 
Liabilities 

Due to other funds 

:und balance 

Reserved fot debt service 

Total fund balance 

Total liabilities and fund balance 

See Independent Auditol's Report 

St. John ihe Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Debt Service Funds 
Com bining Balance Sheet 

Deecm ber 31, 1999 

Fire Parishwide Parishw ide Econom ic Econom ic 
Protection Sewerage Sewerage Developm ent Developm ent 
District 2 Sales Tax Sales Tax Sales Tax Sales 'Fax 
Sinking Reserve Sinking Reserve Sinking 

31,000 8.000 

31.000 8.000 



Road and Road and 1992 
Drainage Drainage General 1989 Parishw ide 

Sales Tax Sales Tax Obligation Certificates of Sewerage Land 
Reserve Sinking Sinking Indebtedness Purchases Tota 

0.000 49.000 

0.000 49.000 

5 



RevenlJes 

Ta~es 
Ad "~,a]ore111 

In|crest incom e 
Other incom e 

Total revenues 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 
Debt Service Funds 

Com bining Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and C hanges in Fund Balances 
For tile Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Cxpcndilures 
General governnlenl 

Financial and adm inistrative 
Debt service 

Principal 
Interest 

Refi~nding bond isstJance cost 
Advance refimding escrow 
Arbitrage rebate 
Other bond expense 

Tolal expendilules 

Fire Parishwide Parishw ide Econom ic Econom ic 

Protection Sewerage Sewerage Development Oeveloplncnt 
District 2 Sales Tax Sales Tax Sales Tax Sales ]'ax 
Sinking Reserve Sinking Reserve Sinking 

049 82 268 

615,001 
1,373,716 
492,158 

2,160,081 8,270 

1,511,842 
6,048 

30,000 
75,555 

28,113 
13.714 

2.799 

91 6,159,895 8,352 350,449 

Excess(Deficiency) ofrevenues over 
expenditures 1,985 91,580 (5,982,701) 8,712 (341,295) 

Other financing sources (uses) 
Operating translizrs in 

Operating lransf~:rs out 
Proceeds of refunding bonds 
Payment to refunded bond 

escrow agent 

Total othcr financing sources (uses) 

Excess (Deficiency) of revenues 
and other sonrces over 

expenditures and other uses 985 (1,557,502) (264,004) 712 

Ftmd balances, beginning of year 25,972 2,571,172 328,921 386,042 

und balances, end of year 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

28,680 

15,274 

$ 27,957 $ 1,013,670 $ 64,917 $ 386,754 $ 43,954 



Road and Road and 1992 
Drair}aEe Drainage General 1989 Par~shwide 
Sales Tax Sales Tax Obligation C~~ificates of Sewerage Land 
Reserve Sinking Sinking Indebtedness Purchases Tota 

738 81 

330,000 
47,265 

,588,000 
784,304 

606 3,980 

180 

80,000 
6,840 

175 

83 

5,400 

2,780 

2,848,401 
2,387,680 
520,271 

2,182,065 
1,511,842 

13,608 

378,609 2,376,365 187,195 5,483 9,466,647 

0,598 (369,384) (45,435) (182,624) (5,404) (6,813,968) 

598 

252~051 

8,460 

74,589 

(45,435) (101,924) (3,638) (1,932,068) 

2,379,568 141,003 3,638 6,278,230 

$ 252,649 $ 183,049 $ 2,334,133 $ 39,079 $ $ 4,346,162 
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Assets 

Cash and eash equivalents 
Investm ents 

Receivables 
Ducfrom olhcrfu~ds 

i,iabilities and fire d balance 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable 
Contracts payable 

Due to other funds 

l:un(I balance 

Reserved for capital projects 

Total fired balance 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

St. John tile Baptist Parish C ouncil 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Capital Projects Funds 
Com bining Balance Sheet 

D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Bond Series 
1990 

Driver's Parishwide 
License Sewerage LCDBG 
Building Construclion Building Drainage Utilities 

Construction Phase 11 Construction Construction W ater Tower Total 

3,704 

6.625 

57,322 
44,305 

343,116 
169,865 25,229 

414,142 

239,399 

6.625 

20,329 101,627 512,981 25,229 660,166 



 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 

LaPlace, Lonisiana 

Capital Projects Funds 
Com bining S~atem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

For- the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Revenues 

G rant revenue 

lnleres! income 
Other revennes 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 

Public works 

Total expenditures 

Bond Series 
1990 

Driver's Parishwide 
License Sewerage LCDBG 

Building Constnmtion Building Drainage Utilities 

Construction Phase 11 Construction Construction W ater Tower Total 

20,804 669,785 1,026,585 2,938,866 451,547 5,107,587 

20,804 669,785 1,026,585 2,938,866 451,547 

Excess (Deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures (17,740) (647,433) (985,989) (2,722,905) (55,725) (4,429,792) 

Other financing sources (uses) 
Bond Proceeds 

Operating lransfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

ixcess (Deficiency) of revenues 
and other sources over 

expenditures and other uses 207,260 

und balances, beginning of year 

47,601 

60,578 

(985,989) (2,722,905) 

1,170,920 5,670,985 

(3,454,033) 

6.902.483 

und balances, end of year $ 207,260 $ 108,179 $ 184,931 $ 2,948,080 S $ 3,448,450 

See Independent A uditor's Report 
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Current assets 
Cash and cash equivalents 

Investm ents 

Receivables, ne~ 
Due from other funds 
Invel'Jtory 

Total current assets 

Restricted assets 
Cash and cash equivalents 
lnvcstm euIs 

Totalrestricted assets 

Properly, plant & equipmem 
Property, plant & equipment 
Accum ulated depreciation 

N et properly, plant & equipm ent 

Other assets 
Other assets 

N et other assets 

(Continued) 

St. John the Baptist Parish Counci 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Enterprise Funds 
Com bining Balance Sheet 

Decem ber 31,1999 

Utilities Solid M osquito 
System Sewerage W aste Abatement Tota 

3,760,239 
3,226,959 

99,837 
74,123 

3,860,076 
3.401.082 

6,987,198 273,960 7,261,158 

81,914 81.914 
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abilities and fund balance 
l.iabilitics 

Current liabilities payable from 
current assets 

Accounts and salaries payable 
Capital leases payable 
Due to other funds 
Other liabilities 

St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 
Enterprise Funds 

Combining Balance Sheet (Continued) 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

Utilities Solid M osquito 
System Sewerage W aste Abatement Total 

Total current liabilities payable 
from current assets 1,363,658 222,807 220,477 92,849 1,899,791 

Current liabilities payable from 
restricted assets 

Customer deposits 
13onds payable, current portion 

Accrued interest payable 

Total currenl liabilities payable 
from reslricted assets 1.109.126 1.109.126 

l.ong-term liabilities 

Bor~ds payable 

Tolal long-term liabilities 

Fund equily 
Contributed capital 
Retained earnings 

Reserved 
Unreserved 

Total fund balance 

See Independent A uditor's Report 

13,212,521 31,334,245 

1,020,201 
7,087,669 

264,723 
2,181,952 269,614 384,570 

44,546,766 

1,284,924 

9,923,805 
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St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 
Enterprise Funds 

Com bining Statem ent of Revcnues, Expenses, and Changes in Retained Earnings 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Revenues 

W ater sales 
Sewer charges 

M osquito abatem ent 
Ad valorem tax 

Fees, charges, and com m issions 
Grant revenue 

Reimbursed indilect costs 
Other illcon]e 

Total revenues 

Operaling expenses 
General adm inistralion 

Purification 
Distribution 

Salaries, operations 
Plant 
Vehicles 

Indirect costs 

Contracl services 
M iscellaneous 

Depreciation 

Total operating expenses 

Operating income (loss) 

Nonoperating income (expense) 
In|crest incolne 

Interest expense 

Utilities Solid M osquito 
Systetn Sewerage W aste Abatem ent Tota 

1,138,574 1,016,57 
1,319,628 
896.623 

790,536 
1,233,944 

37,179 
103.839 

900,200 1,282,375 

80,829 

,533,252 
2,738 

9.714 

2'7,244 

26,825 

282,936 
112 

2,808 

2,155,145 

1,319,628 

896,623 
817,780 

1,233,944 
37,179 

211,493 

1,816,188 
2,850 

2.195.097 

197,676 2,960 

(200,876) 
3,204 15,687 

(3,030) 
219,527 

(203,906) 

Nclnonoperalingincome(expensc) 5; (3,200) $ 2,960 $ 174 5; 15,687 $ 15.62 
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St. John the Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Enterprise Funds 

Combining Stalcment of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes ill Retained Earnings (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Operating lrausfers in (out) 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Nct operating transl%rs 

Net income (loss) 

Amortization of contributed capita 

ncrease (decrease) m retained earnings 

Utilities Solid M osquito 
Syslem Sewerage W aste Abatem ent Total 

Retained earnings, beginning of year 7,570,752 2,503,164 281,628 421,270 10,776,814 

RelaJned earnings, end of year $ 8,107,870 $ 2,446,675 $ 269,614 $ 384,570 5; 11,208,729 

See Independent Auditor's Report 
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Cash flows from ol)erating activities 

Operating income (loss) 
Adjustments to reconcile operating 
income (loss) to net cash provided 
by operating activities: 
Depreciation 

Cbanges in assets and liabilities: 

Accounts receivable 
Due from other funds 
[)He from other governments 
Other receivables 
]llVelllory 
Other assels 
Accounts and salaries payable 
Cash overdraft 
Due it) other fnnds 

D~e to other governments 
Deposits payable 
Interest payaNe 
Other accrued e~pense 
Oilier Iiabililies 

Net cash provided (used) by operating 
aclivities 

(;ash Ilows from noncapitM financing 
activities 

Operating transfers in 
Operating iranst~:rs out 

Net cash provided (used) by 
noneapilal Jirlaneing aclJvilies 

(Continued) 

St, Jnhn the Baptist Parish Council 
I,aPlace, Louisiana 

Enterprise Funds 
Com bining Statem ent of (?ash Flows 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Utilities 
System Sewerage 

Solid 
W aste 

M osquito 
Abatement 

$ 340,949 $ (1,892,745) $ 82,812 $ (2t7,387) $ (1,506,371) 

900,200 

(37,320) 
121,773 
16.061 

(3,154) 
(92,923) 
(44,344) 

(14G,665) 

37,940 
42,126 

(9,250) 

1,282,375 

476,774 

(299,603) 
17,564 
34,405 

18,352 

(56,300) 
(112,026) 

(40,408) 

9,714 

10,739 

(13,343) 

5,529 

39.941 

2,808 

(5,657) 
2,311 

54,636 

2,198 

2,195,097 

37,940 
42,126 

(40,408) 
(9,250) 

(571,612) 135,392 18.909 714,082 

(329,141) 
716,000 

(2,400) (95,000) 
716,000 

(441,54 I) 

$ (329,141) $ 713,600 $ (95.000) $ (15,000) $ 274,459 



 

St. John tile Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Enterprise Funds 

Combining Statement of Cash Flows (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Cash flows front capital and related 
financing activities 

Proceeds from bond issue 
Acquisition of earfital assets 
Decrease ill contributed capital 
Amorlizxdion of contributed capital 
Bonds payable 

Principal paym ents 

Interest payolents 
Capital leases payable 

Utilities Solid M osquito 
System Sewerage W aste Abatement Total 

Net cash provided (used) by capital 
and relined financing activities 2,747,793 (30,742) (18,926) (1{16,984) 2,591,14 

Cash flows from investinl; activities 

Interest income 
Sale of investment securities 
Purchase of investnlcat securities 

Nel cash provided (used) by investing 
activities (836,844) (171,163) 3,204 (183,795) (1,188,598) 

Nel increase (decrease) in cash 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning 

ofyear 

Cash and eashequivalcnts, end of 

year 

Reconciliation to Balance Sheet 
Unrestricted cash and cash equivalents 
Reslrictcd cash and cash equivalents 

Total cash and cash equivalents 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

2,713,201 (59,917) 24,670 (286,870) 2,391,084 

187,273 694 321,305 2,212,719 

4,416,648 127,356 25,364 34,435 4,603,803 



A ssets 

Cash and cash equivalenls 

Investm ent 

Accounls receivabJe 
Due from other funds 

.labilities and fund equity 
Liabilities 

Cash overdraft 

Estimated claim s payable 
Due to other fimds 

und equity 

Retained earn ings 
Unreserved 

Total liabilities and lurid equity 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

St. John the Baptist Parish Counc 

LaPlace, Louisiana 
Internal Service Funds 

Com bining Balance Sheet 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

Group W orkers Em ployee 
Insurance Compensation Unemployment Benefit 
Fund 1,'und Fund Fund Total 

03 

58,558 

312,721 
58,558 
312,721 

103 

03 371,279 371,382 
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Operating revenues 
Charges for scrviccs 

Operaling expenses 
Insurance claims 

l'rofessional services 

"I'otal operating e~pef~ses 

Nonoperating revenues (expenses) 
] ilteres[ incom t~ 
Other 

Net nonoperaling rev(:nue ((:~penses) 

Opclaling transl~rs in (out) 
O perating transfers in 
O perating transfcls out 

I~.etained ealnings, beginning of year 

See Indel~endenl Auditor's Report 

St, John the Baptist Parish Council 

LaPlace, Louisiana 
Internal Service Funds 

Com bining Statement of Revenues, Expenses, 
and Changes in Retained Earnings 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1999 

Group W orkers I~mployec 
Insurance Compensation Unemployment Flenefit 
Fund Fund Fund Fund Total 

8,133 

0,884 
848,003 
193.519 

866,136 
2(14.4113 

8.638 2,253 3,394 
3.631 

7,733 
3.631 

8,638 3,448 2,253 7,025 21,364 

$ 191,035 $ 161,777 $ 112,755 $ (312,721) $ 152.846 



Cash flows from opera|trig ~etivilies 

Operating income (loss) 
Adjusm~ents to reconcile operating 
income (loss) to net cash provided 
by operating aclivilies: 
Changes in Assets and Liabilities: 

Accounts receivable 
Due fiom other funds 

Casb overdraft 

Claims payable 
Duc to other funds 

St. John tile Baptist Parish Council 
LaPlaee~ Louisiana 

Internal Service Funds 

Com bining Statem ent of Cash Flows 
For tile Year Ended Decem ber 31,1999 

Group W orkers 
nsurance Com pensation Unem ployment 
Fund Fund Fund 

Employee 
Benefit 
Fund 

$ $ $ 92,844 $ (319,746) $ (226,902) 

9,140 147,018 

(162,000) 
(7,583) 

(9,037) 

Net cash provided (used) by operating 
activities (299,981) 147,018 76,224 (7,025) (83,764) 

Cash flows from noncaflital financing 
activities 
OpErating translErs in 
Operating transfers out 
Other 

Nct cash provided (used) by 
noncapilal financing activities 

Cash flows from invesling aclivities 

Inlcrest incc, me 
Sale ofinvestment securities 
Purchase of investment securities 

Net cash provided (used) by investing 
activities 

Net increase (decrease) ill cash 

Cash and casb equivalents, beginning 
ofyear 
Cash and cash equivalents, end of 

year 

See Indcpendenl Auditor's Report 

(50,000) 9,600 3,631 (36,769) 

(150,794) 2,253 3,394 (279,868) 

(484,7112) 5,824 78,477 

532,378 784 

$ 47,676 $ 7,432 $ 79,261 $ $ 134,369 



St. John tile Baplist Parish Counc 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

Agency Fund 
Com bining Balance Sheet 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

Perm it 

Clearing 
Fund 

A ssets 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 36,615 

Liabilities 

1,iabilities 
Due to other funds 

Accrued expenses 

Total liabilities 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

36.615 

32,463 
4,152 

$ 36,615 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH CO UNCIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH EDULE 
For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

CO M PEN SATIO N PAID TO BOARD M EM BERS 

The schedule of com pensation paid to the Parish President and Parish Councilm en is presented in 
com pliance with House Concurrent Resolution No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana 
l,egislature. Cornpensation of the Parish Council is included in the legislative expenditures of the 
General Fund. In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes, at LSA-R.S. 33:1233, the Parish 
Council has ejected the m onthly paym ent m ethod of com pensation. Under this m ethod, the 
Councihncn receive approximately $686 per month. 

PARISH PRI~SI1)EN 1' 

Arnold J. l~abat, Parish President 

I'ARIS1J COUNCIL 

Richard D . W olfe, D ivision A 
l)uaine l)uffy, Council Chairman, Division B 
Perry Bailey, Sr., District 1 
Kevin Duhon, I)istrict ll 
Clinlon Perrilloux, D istrict 111 
Ranney W ilson, District IV 
N ickie M onica, District V 
Joel M cTopy, District VI 
Stcven Thornton. D islrict VII 

See Independent Auditor's Report 

AM OUN'I 

$ 55,ooo 

$ 8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 
8,230 

~ 4,070 



REQUIRED SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 



 

ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PARISH C O UN CIL 
LaPlace, Louisiana 

REQUIRED SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 
For the Yea," Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

W IRFLESS EM ERGENCY 911 SERVICE (UNAUDITED) 

Act 1029 of 1999 amends and reenacts Louisiana Revised Statutes (R.S.) 33:9101 through 9131 
relative to conm m nication districts. The act attthorizes the govern ing authority of a 
com m unication district to levy an em ergency telephone service charge on certain wireless 
com m unication system s to pay the costs of im plem enting FCC ordered enhancem ents lo 
Em ergency 911 system s. As of Decem ber 31, 1999, no action has been taken by the Parish as to 
the im plem entation of the w ireless Em ergency 911 service. 
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R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIEI) PUBLIC ACCO UN TANTS 

CO N SU I.TA N q S 
A PRO FESSIO NAl CO RPO RA]IO N 

3501 N, Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ P.O. Box 6952 ~ Melairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 637-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-rnail rebowe@ ebowe.com 

REPO'RT O N CO M PLIANCE AN D O N INTERNAL CO NTR O L O VER 
FINANC IAL REPO RTING BASED O N AN A UDIT O F FINAN CIAI, 

STA TEM ENTS PERF O RM ED IN A CCO RDA NCE W ITII 
GO VERNM EN T A UD1TIN G STANDARDS 

To the Honorable President 
aJld M em bers of the Council 
SI'. JOItN TIlE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 
LaPlace, l,ouisiana 

W e have audited the prim ary govern m ent financial statem ents of the ST. JOItN TIlE BAPTIST 
PARISII COIINCIL as of an d for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report 
thereon dated M ay 5, 2000. W e conducted our audit ill accordance w ith generally accepted 
auditing stealdards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained ill Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com plian ce 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the ST. JOItN TIlE BAPTIST PARISII 
C OUNCIL'S financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants, noncom pliance 
w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent 
am ounts. How ever, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith those provisions w as not an 

objective of our audit and, accordingly, wc do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
tesls disclosed one inslaalce of noncom pliance that is required to be reported under Government 

Auditing Standards, an d is reported in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned 
Costs as item 99-1. W e also noted an im m aterial instance of noncom pliance that we have 
reported to m anagem ent in a separate letter dated M ay 5, 2000. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Renortin~ 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the ST. JOItN TIlE BAPTIST PARISII 
COUNCIL'S internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance 
on tile internal control over financial reporting. How ever, w e noted certain m atlers involving the 
internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider 
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to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our altention 
relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial 

reporting that, in our" judgment, could adversely affect the Parish's ability to record, process, 
sum m arize, and report financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial 
statem ents. Reportable conditions are described in the accom panying Schedule of Findings and 

Questioned Costs as items 99-1 through 99-6. 

A m alcrial w eakness is a condition ira which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents ira 
am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur 
and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al com se of perform ing thcir 
assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over fin ancial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control that m ight be reportable conditions and, 
accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that art: also considered to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. However, of the reportable conditions described above, w e consider item s 
99-1, 99-2, 9% 5 and 99-6 to be m aterial w eaknesses. W e also noted other m atters involving the 
intern al control over financial reporting that we have reported to m anagem ent in a separate letter 
dated M ay 5, 2000. 

This reporl is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Council, m anagem ent of the 
Parish, the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities 
and is not intended to be and should nol be used by anyone other than these specifed parties. 

Rebo~e & Compa~  

M ay 5, 2000 
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R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIEI9 PUBLIC ACCOUN TAN TS 

CO N SU LTA N TS 
A pf]O f [S.q/O NA[ CO RPO RATIO N 

3501 N. Causeway Bird, ~ Suite 810 ~ P,O. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 70099 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 , E-mail rebowe@rebowe.com 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITH REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 3?0 EACIt 
M AJO R PR O G RAM  AN D INTERNAI, CO NTRO L O V ER CO M PLIAN CE IN 

ACCO RDA NCE W ITH  O M B CIRCULAR A-133 

To the Honorable President 
and M em bers o:fthe Council 
ST. JOIIN 1"lIE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIl, 
I,aPlace, I,ouisiana 

Com pliance 

W e have audited the com pliance of the ST. JOtlN TIlE BAPTIST PARISll COUNCIL w ith tile types 
of compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of M anagement and Budget (OM B) 
Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to its major federal program for the 
ycar ended I)ecember 31, 1999. ST. JOIIN TIlE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIL'S major federal 
program is identified in the sum m ary of auditor's results section of the accom panying Schedule of 

Findings and Questioned Costs. Complian ce with the requircments of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grants applicable to its major federal program is the responsibility of tile ST. JOIIN 
TIlE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL'S m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the 
ST, JOIIN Till,', BAPI"IST PARISH COUNCIL'S com pliance based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit of com plian ce in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government A~,tdiling Standards. issued 

by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OM B Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-l~ofit Organizations. Those standards and OM B Circular A-133 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
noncom pliance with the types of com pliance requirem ents referred to above that could have a 

direct and malerial effect on a major federal progranl occurred, kal audit includes examining, on 
a test basis, evidence about the ST. JOIIN TIlE BAPTIST PARISll COUNCII2S com pliance with those 
requirem ents and perform ing such other procedure s as we considered necessary in the 
circum stances. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit 
does not provide a legal determination on the ST. JOIIN THE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCi[?S 
com pliance w ith those requirem ents. 



In our opinion, the ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIl, com plied, in all m aterial respects, 
with the requirements refen'ed to above that are applicable to its major federal program for thc 
year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

Intern al Control Over Com Dli 

The m anagem ent of the ST. JOHN TIlE BAPTIST I'ARISII COUNCIl. is responsible for establishing 
and m aintaining effective internal control over com pliance w ith requirem ents of law s, regulations, 
contracts, and grants applicable to federal program s. In planning and performing ore- audit, we 
considered the $1'. JOItN THE BAPTIST PARISIt COUNCIL'S internal control over compliance with 

requirements lhat could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to 
determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on eom pliance and to 
test and report on intenm l control over com pliance in accordance w ith OM B Circular A - 133. 

W c noted certain m atters involving the intern al control over compliance and its operation that w e 
consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our 
attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the intern al control over 

compliance that, in our judgment, could adversely affect ST. JoItN "rite BAPTIST PARISII 
COUNCIL'S ability to administer a major federal program in accordance with applicable 
requirem ents of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. The reportable condition is described in 

the accompanying Schedule of Findings mad Questioned Costs as item 99-7. 

A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncom pliance with 
applicable requirem ents of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants that w ould be m aterial in 

relation to a naa~or l~deral program being audited may occur mad not be detected within a timely 
period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assitgned functions. Our 
consideration of lhe internal control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all m atters in 
the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial w eaknesses. However, 
the reportable condition described above as item 99-7 is considered to be a m aterial weakness. 

M ay 5, 2000 



 

ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O U N C IL 
LA PI,ACE~ LOUISIANA 

SCtlEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERA L AW ARDS 
Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Federal Grantor/ 
Pass-Through Grantors/ 
Program Tide 

Federal 
CFDA Grant 
Number Number 

Program or 
Award 
Amount 

Revenue Expenditures/ 
Recognized Disburscmcnls 

U.S. Federal Emergency M anagem ent 
Agency 

Passed through tile Louisiana l)cparhnent 
of M iglary Affairs 

I lazard M itigation Gl~tllt Ihogram 
(Section 40~) 

)isasterRelief 

Total U.S. Federal Emergency 
bAarlagen/ent Agellcy 

1LS. I[]c )ar t m erit of Agrlculture 
~~  

I'assed through the Louisiana l)epartmcnt 
of Ileallh and Iluman ReSOUlCeS: 

83.534 

83.548 

EM T-99-PA 
0002 

Project NO 
1049-095- 
0001 

$13,170 

$195.157 

P.A. ID NO. 
83.505 095-91040 $231,389 

DECL. NO, 
1246-DR-LA 

Summer Food Service Ptograna 10.558 $104,796 

lolal U S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Depazlm ent of Transporlation 

Federal Aviation Administration 

AJrporl hllprove[llellJ Program 

ol.al U.S. Departmcn't of TTansportmion 

I1.S. l)epart m ent of Interior 

Passed through Louisiana Department of 
W ildlife and Fisheries: 

Reserve Doa! Launch 

Total U,S. Dcpadmenl of Ilcalth and 
I luman Services 

U.S. Department of IIousing and Urban 

Passed through Division of Adm inistration 
Om ce of Community l)evelopmcnt 

Total U.S. I)cpadnlent of ] lousing and 
Urban I)evelopment 

Total Yedera] Awards 

All' NO, 3- 
20.106 22-0064-06 

DOT FA99 
SW -8146 

16-01-0086- 
5.605 61 O'an 57) $]33,749 

$13,170 

$19,177 

$i3,170 

$19,177 

$34,566 

$104,796 $104,796 

$104,796 $104,796 

$185:g76 

$1,980 

$1,980 

4.219 107-800304 $518,562 $62,156 $395,822 $395,822 

$395,822 

$723~40 $723D40 



 

ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA R ISH  C O U N C IL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SCHEI)ULE OF EXPEND1TURI~S OF FEDERAL AW AR1)S (CONTINUED) 
Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

* M ajor program 

NO TE A ~ BA SIS O F A CCO U NTING 

The accom panying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards has been prepared using the 
m odified accrual basis of accounting, in accordance w ith generally acecpted accounting 
principles. The m odified accrual basis of accounting has also been used in presenting the 
financial statem ents, as disclosed in N ote 1 of the financial statem ents. 

N O TE B - PASS-TItR O UG H AW A RD S 

The ST. JOIlN TIlE BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIL did not pass-through any if its federal aw ards to a 
subrccipient during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PAR ISH  CO U N CIL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

A. SUM M ARY OF A UDIT R ESULTS 

The auditor's report expresses a qualified opinion on the prim ary govern m ent financial 
statelncnts of the ST. JOIIN THE BAPI"IST PARISll COUNCIL due to the inadequacy of 
accounting records pertaining to property and equipm ent. 

Six reportable conditions disclosed during the audit of the financial statem ents arc 
reported in the Reporl on 6bmpliance and on Internal Cbntrol Over Financial Reporting 
Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards. These items are described in Sections B.(I) and 13.(2) of which 
item s 99-1,99-2, 99-5, 99-6 are reported as m aterial w eaknesses. 

One instance of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the ST. JOIIN TIlE 
BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIl, was disclosed during the audit and is reported in the Report 

on C'ompliance and on Internal ConO'ol Over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of 
Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standard, 
"/'his item is described in Section B.(I) below as item 99-1. 

()ne reportable condition in internal control relating to the audit of the major federal 
award program is reported in the Report on Compliance with Requirements Applicable 

to Each Major Program and lnternal Control Over Compliance in Accordance with 
OM B Circular A-133. This condition is reported as a m alerial w eakness. This item  is 
described in Section C. below as item 99-7. 

5. The auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award prograln administered by 
the ST. ,1Olin 1'lIE BAI"rlST PARISII COUNCIL expresses an unqualified opinion. 

6. No atldit findings relative to the lnajor federal award program is reported, t]owcver, one 
reporlable condition is reported in Part C of this schedule. 

7. The pl'ogram tested as a major prograln includes 

LCDBG U tility W ater Towers 
CFDA N um ber 

14.219 

8. The threshold for distinguishing Type A an d Type B program s was $300,000 

9. The ST. JOnN THE BAPTIST PARlSH COuNCIL w as detennined to bc a high-risk auditec 
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ST. JOH N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UNCIL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SCtIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

IL FINDIN G S - FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENT AUDIT 

1. COM I'LIANCE FINDING/M ATERIAl. W EAK NESS 

FINDING 99-.1 - PROPERTY AND EQUIPM ENT RECORDS 

Condition: 
As in the prior years, we noted that the Parish does not m aintain adequate, detailed accounting 
records of fixed assets or fixed asset additions for assets included in its enterprise funds or its 
General Fixed Assets Account Group. In addition, w e noted that the Parish did not rem ove 
assets sold during the year from the fixed assets listing for its General Fixed A ssets Account 
Group or its enteq~rise funds. 

Criteria: 
Generally accepted accounting principles and Louisian~ law, at LSA-R.S. 24:545(B)(1), require 
govcnm aent agencies to m aintain accurate, detailed accounting records of fixed assets. 

Effect: 
Failure to m aintain current and accurate records of fixed assets lim its lhe Parish's ability to 
safeguard those assets against Joss. 

Recun~m endation: 

W e recommend that the Parish adjust their fixed assets records to the comprehensive inventory 
report of all property owned by the Parish, including assets held by the General Fixed A ssets 
Account Group and various Enterprise Funds, which w as perform ed by an appraisal finn in 
1999. A lso, the Parish should develop a system w hereby all fixed asset additions and disposals 
are properly accounted for in a tim ely m anner. 

Response: 
Sce m anagem cnt's corrective action plan for their response 

2. REPO ItTA IILE CO NDITIO N S 

FINDING 99-2 -- PAYROLL 

Condition: 
Internal controls related to the proper recording of payroll for the Parish were bypassed resulting 
in a m anipulation of payroll records by a form er Payroll Clerk. The m anipulation was detected 
internally by the Parish w ithin a reasonable period of tim e. A s a result of this m anipulation, 
excess federal withholding taxes were reported on the Payroll Clerk's W -2 Form in the am ounts 

of $1,729.61 in 1998 and $1,800.13 in 1999. Also, for tile quarter ended December 31, 1998, lhc 
Parish overpaid $501.11 in federal withholding taxes related to that quarter's adjustment made to 
the federal withholding for the former Payroll Clerk. W e arc in the process of concluding our 
further invcstigaiion into this m atter. 
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ST. JOH N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  CO UN CIL 
LA I:~LACE, LOUISIANA 

SCHI~I)I.ILE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

FINDING 99-.2 - PAYROLL (CONTINUED) 

Criteria: 
Internal controls should be in place that provide reasonable assurance that all payroll transactions 
arc accurale and properly recorded. 

Effect: 
Because of tile failure to establish sufficient payroll procedures, m isappropriation of assets 
and/or m anipulation of records m ay occur and not be identified tim ely. 

Rcconnnendation: 
A dditional m easures should be taken to strengthen the existing internal controls over tile proper 
recording of all payroll transactions. 

~ onse: 
See m m~agem ent's corrective action plan for their response 

FINDING 99-3 - SEGREGATION OF D UTIES 

A s in tile prior year, we noted a lack of segregation of duties in the Finance Departm ent. W c 
identified several instances in which the accountant who m aintains accounting records also 
perform s the bank reconciliations and supervises cash disbursem ents. 

Criteria: 
An approprialely designed system of intern al controls attem pts, within financial and personnel 
constrainls, lo separate incom patible accounting duties. The system should insure that no one 
em ployee has access to both physical assets and the related accounting records, and that one 
em ployee does not control all phases of a lransaction. 

Effect: 
Unintentional or intem ional errors m ay occur and be undetected by m anagem ent. 

Recom m endation: 
W c reconnnend that m anagem ent review its cun:ent intern al control and consider separating 
incom patible duties. 

Response: 
See m anagem enFs corrective action plan for their response 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  COUN CIL 
LA PLACE, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

FINDING 99-4 -- R EVIEW AND A PPROVAl, 

Condition: 
A s in the prior year, the Parish does not have a system  in place indicating that an appropriate 
review and approval of accounting records was pcrform cd by supervisory personnel. 

Criteria: 
Procedures should be in place that provide reasonable assurance that bank reconciliations, 

subsidiary ledgers, journal entries and other aecounling records are reviewed and approved 
tim ely by the appropriate supervisory personnel. 

Effect: 
Undetected errors are occurring in the accounting records 

Recom m endation: 
W e rccmnm end that the Parish im plem ent a policy whereas all accounting records are initialed 
by the appropriate supervisory personnel indicating that a proper review and approval was 
perform ed. Furflm rm ore, a checklist should be developed to track and m onitor the preparation, 
review , and approval of all accounting records. 

P, esponse: 
See m anagem enl's corrective action plan for their response 

FINDING 99-5 - BANK R ECONCILIATIONS 

Condition: 

As i1~ the prior year, the Parish maintains an excessive number of bank accounts (over 50 in 
1999) for wtrious funds with numerous employees responsible for monthly bank reconciliations. 
In addition, ,~everal bank reconciliations were not perform ed on a tim ely basis. 

Criteria--  
Internal controls should be in place that provide reasonable assurance that all bank accounts are 
reconciled on a m onthly basis. A lso, no legal requirem ent exists for the establishm ent of m ost of 
these accounts. 

Effect: 
Because of the failure to perform bank reconciliations on a m onthly basis, unrecorded deposits 
and/or disbursem ents m ay not be identified tim ely. As a result of the large nmnber of accounts, 
accounting personnel expend an inordinate anaount of tim e preparing bank reconciliations. 
Additionally, the Parish loses interest earnings on excess cash by m aintaining sm all balances in 
m any accounts. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PARISH  CO UNCIL 
LA PLACE, LO[JISIANA 

SC}IEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

FINDING 99-5 - I~ANK RECONCILIATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Recom m endatinn: 
The requirem ent for perform ing tim ely m onthly bank reconciliations on all bank accounts should 

be enforced. Any unreconciled differences should be identified and adjusted accordingly. Also, 
m anagem ent should attem pt to m inim ize the num ber of bank accounts utilized by the Parish. 

Response: 
See m anagem ent's corrective action plan for their response 

FINDING 99-6 - CASII D ISBURSEM ENTS 

Condition: 
A s in the prior year, we noted that the check writing m achine used by the Parish as part of the 
Payroll and Accounts Payable function has several deficiencies including a lack of adequatc 
controls to lim it access to the m achine, a lack of adequate supervision and rcview over tt~e check 
w riting function, a lack of adequate controls over blank checks, and a lack of adequate controls 
to prevent duplicate or out-of-sequence check num bers from being used. 

Criteria: 
Internal controls should be in place that provide reasonable assurance that all cash disbursem ents 
are authorized and accurately recorded in the general ledger. 

Effcct: 
Becausc of the lack of controls over the cash disbm'sem ents function, unintc~ational or intentional 
errors m ay occur and be undetected by m anagem ent. 

Rccom m endation: 
Procedurcs should be im plem ented to insure adequate internal controls arc in place over tbe cash 
disbursem ents function. 

Rcsponse: 
See m anagem ent's corrective action plan for their response 
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ST. JO H N TH E BAPTIST PA RISH CO UNCIL 
LA PI,ACE~ LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

C. F1NI)INGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - M AJOR FEDERAL AW ARD PROGRAM S AUDIT 

U .S. Departm ent of H ousing and Urban Developm ent 
Passed through Division of Adm inistration O ffi ce of Com m unity Developm ent 

Finding 99-7- [.CI)BG Program - CFDA N um ber 14.219; 
Grant N um ber 107-800304; Utility W ater Towers 

Rer~ortable Col~dition Questioned Costs 

A s discussed in 99-6, internal controls over cash disbursem ents
, including 

those for expenditures of federal aw ards, have several deficiencies 
including a lack of adequate controls to lim it access to the check writing 
m achine, a lack of adequate supervision and review over the check 
wriling time/ion, a lack of adequate controls over blank checks, and a N one 
lack of adequate controls to prevent duplicate check num bers from being 
used. Procedures should be implem ented to insure adequate intern al 
controls are in place over the cash disbursem ent function. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH C O UN CIL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SUM M A RY SCH EDULE O F PRIO R AUDIT FINDING S 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

A . FIND IN G S -- FINA N CIA L STATEM EN T A UD IT 

la. CO M PLIAN CE FINDIN G 

FINDING 98-1 - SAI,ARY A DVANCES 

For the yem" ending D ecember 31, 1998, w e noted two instances in which lhe ST. JOIIN TIlE 
BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIL advanced wages to a Parish em ployee. LSA-R.S. 14:138 prohibits thc 
paym eut of advanced wages or salaries to em ployees. This is a violation of Article VII, Section 14 
of the 1974 Louisian a Constitution, LSA -R.S. 14:138, and AG Opinion 79-7229. 

Current Status 
For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, we noted no instances of noncom pliance related to salary 
advances. 

b. CO M PLIA NCE FINDIN G /M ATERIAL W EA K NESS 

FINDING 98-2 - PI/OPERI"Y AND EQUII'M ENT RECORDS 

(;ondition: 
The Parish does not m aintain adequalc, detailed accounting records of fixed assets or fixed asset 
additions fi)r assets included in its enterprise funds or its G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G roup. 
In addition, we noted that the Parish did not rem ove assets sold during the year from the fixed 
assets listing for its General Fixed Assets Account Group or its enterprise funds. 

Current Status: 
An appraisal finn was hired by the Pm'ish Council in 1999 to conduct a fixed asset inventory for the 
Parish as w ell as its enterprise funds. The inventory of fixed assets was com pleted but has not yet 
bccn reconciled to the Parish's fixed asset records. Also, no significant im provem ents have been 
m ade in dcvelnping a system whereby all fixed asset additions and disposals arc properly 
accounted for in a tim ely m anner. This finding is included in the Schedule of Findings and 

Questioned Costs (99-1) at December 31, 1999. 

2. REPO RTA BLE CO ND ITIO NS 

FINDING 98-3 - SEGREGATION OF D UTIES 

Condition: 
W e noted a Jack of segregation of duties in the Finance D epartm ent 
instances in which the accountant who m aintains accounting records 
reconciliations and supervises cash disbursem ents. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  C O U N CIL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SUM M ARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

FINDING 98-3 - SEGREGATION OF DUTIES (CONTINUED) 

Current Status 
No significant im provem ents have been m ade with respect to segregation of duties in the Finance 

Department. This finding is included in thc Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs (99-3) at 
Decem ber 31, 1999. 

FINDING 98-4 - REVIEW  A ND A PPROVAL 

Condition: 
The Parish does not have a system in place indicating that an appropriate review and approval of 
accounting records w as perform ed by supervisor), personnel. 

Current Status 
N o significant im provem ents have been m ade in the review and approval procedures over 

accounting records. This finding is included in the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
(99-.4) at I)eccmber 31, 1999. 

FINDING 98-.5 - BANK R ECONCILIATIONS 

Condition: 
The Parish m aintains over 90 bank accounts for various funds with num crous em ployees 
responsible for nronthly bank reconciliations. In addition, several bank reconciliations were not 
perfonned on a tim ely basis, of which four bank reconciliations were not reconciled to tire 
general ledger. 

Cun'ent Stairs: 
The Parish reduced the num ber of bank accounts to 56 during 1999. However, several bank 
reconciliations were not performed tim ely and were not reconciled to the general ledger on a 

monthly basis. This finding is included in the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs (99-5) 
at Decem ber 31, 1999. 

FINDING 98-6 - CASH D ISBURSEM ENTS 

Condition: 
W e noted 0rot the check writing m achine used by the Parish as part of the Accounts Payable 
function has several deficiencies including a lack of adequate controls to lim it access to the 
m achine, a lack of adequate supervision and review over the check writing fmrction, a lack of 
adequate controls over blank checks, and a lack of adequate controls to prevent duplicatc check 
num bers front being used. 

Current Status: 
No significant action was taken on this finding. This finding is included in the Schedu]c of 
Findings and Questioned Costs (99-6) at December 3 I, 1999. 
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ST . JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  CO U N CIL 
LA PLACE~ LOUISIANA 

SUM M ARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS (CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

FINDING 98-7 - PAYROLL 

Condition: 
D uring the course of our audit, we noted im proper usage of Parish tim e clocks. In particular, w e 
noted two instances in which a tim e card w as subm itted to the Payroll Departm ent with a date 
stam p that w as 10 days later than the current date. Due to this inaccuracy, the tim e cards were 
return ed to the appropriate departm ent. Instead of the Supervisor correcting the erroneous lim e 
cards m anually, the tim e clock was m anipulated to produce two new "pre.-datcd" tim e cards w ith 
the correcl hours w orked. In two other instances, we noted that the tim e clock w as m anipulated 
which was evidenced by two tim e cards indicating that hours worked w ere front 7:30 p.m . to 
3:30 a,m ., rather than the regular work hours of 7:30 a.m . to 3:30 p.m . 

In addition, we also noted that the Parish has at least 12 tim e clocks located throughout the 
Parish, of w hich there are several m odels in use by the Parish, 

Current _S_t,3tu~ : 

Parish Adm inistration is in the process of reviewing the payroll tim e clock system . For the year 
ended l)ecem be, r 31, 1999, w e noted no instances of im proper usage of Parish tim e clocks. 

IL FINDINGS AND QUESTIONEI) COSTS - M AJOR FEDERAL AW ARD I'ROGRAM S AUDIT 

U .S. Federal E m ergency M anagem ent A gency 
U .S. D epartm ent of the Interior 

Finding 98-8 - Disaster Relief- CFDA Num ber 83.505; Grant Num ber P.A . ID N O. 095- 
91040; I)ECL. N O . 1246-I)R-LA 
Reserve Boat Launch - CFDA N um ber 15.605; Grant N um ber 16-01-0086 
(Part 57) 

Reportable Condition 
A s discussed in 98-6, internal controls over cash disbursem ents, including those for expenditures 
of federal aw ards, have several deficiencies including a lack of adequate controls to lim it access 
to the check writing m achine, a lack of adequate supervision and review over the check writing 
function, a lack of adequate controls over blank checks, and a lack of adequate controls to 
prevent duplicale check num bers from  being used. Procedures should be im plem ented to insure 
adequate intern al controls are in place over the cash disbursem ent function. 

Current Status 
N o significant action w as taken on this finding. This finding is included in the Schedule of 

Findings and Questioned Costs (99-7) at I)ecember 31, 1999. 
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ST. JO H N TH E BA PTIST PA RISH  C O U N C IL 
LA PLACE, LOUISIANA 

SUM M ARY SCIIEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS (CONTINUED) 
Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

U.S. Federal Em ergency M anagem ent A gency 

FINNING 98-9 - D isaster Relief- CFDA Num ber 83.505; Grant N um ber P.A . I1) N O . 095- 
91040; DECL. N O. 1246-DR-LA 

R cporlable Condition 
As discussed in 98-7, internal controls over the payroll function, including those for 
expenditures of federal aw ards, have several inadequacies including im proper usage of Parish 
tim e clocks. Internal controls should be in place that provide reasonable assurance thai hours 
worked by Parish em ployees are reflected in an accurate m anner on tim (.~ cards as recorded by 
lhe Parish tim e clocks. 

CurrenI Status 
]:or llae year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, w e noted no instances of im proper usagc of Parish lim e 
clocks. 
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M ay 5, 2000 

R EBOW E & C.OM PANY 
CERTIFIED I'UBL1C ACCOUN TAN TS 

C O N SU LTA N TS 

A FROF[ SSIONAL COHPO RA]ION 

3501 N. Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ EO. Box 6952 ~ Metairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebowe@rebowe.cern 

To the Honorable President 
and M em bers of the Council 
St. John lhe Baptist Parish, State of Louisiana 
l,aPlace, Louisiana 

W e have audited the prim ary govern m ent financial statem ents of the ST. ,|OLIN ]'liE 
BAPTIST PARISII COUNCIL, State of Louisiana for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 and 
have issued ore- report thereon dated M ay 5, 2000. A s part of our audit, w e considered the 
Pm'ish's in ternal control over financial reporting in order to determine the nature, tim ing an d 
extent of our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an  opinion on the gcneral 
purpose financial statem ents and not to providc assurance on the internal con|rol. 

Our" consideration of the intem al control has been reported on in a separately issued rcporl 
enlitlcd Independent Auditors' Report on Compliance and on Internal Control O ver 

Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
wilh Government Auditing Standards dated M ay 5, 2000. 

This m em orandum  summ arizes various other m atters, which have com e to our attention. 
W hile not involving reportable conditions, these m atters do present opportunities for 
strengthening the internal control over finan cial reporting and im proving the operating 
efficiency of the Par ish. 

W e have discussed our recom m endations w ith Parish personnel and have included their 
responses. W e will be pleased to discuss these com m ents with you in filrther detail at your 
convenience, perform may additional analysis of these m atters, or assist you in 
im plem enting our recom m endations. 

Sincerely 



1. PRIOR Y EAR R EPEAT FINDINGS 

The findings listed below w ere observations noted in prior years and w ere also present as of 
D ecember 31, 1999. The previous Adm inistration did not m ake an y significant progress with 
respect to resolving such findings. A brief sum m ary of these prior year findings is discussed 
below . 

Observations 

Subsidiary l,edgers - Subsidiary ledgers m aintained by the Adm inistration for 
investm cnts and accounts payable were not reconciled to the gencral ledger in a tim ely 
nlanncr. 

A llocation of Indirect Costs - The Adm inistration allocates indirect costs anm ngst various 
funds related to utility billings and adm inistrative costs. This indirect cost allocation plan 
has been in effect since 1989. How ever, the Adm inistration does not m aintain 
docum entation to support their indirect cost allocation plan. 

O vertim e pay - During our testing of Sewer D epal~m ent salaries, we noted that overtim e 
wages represented approxim ately 22%  and 26%  of total wages in 1999 and 1998, 
respectively. Approxim ately 50%  of these overtim e wages in this departm ent were 
attributable to 9 of the 31 em ployees in 1999 and 7 of the 35 em ployees in 1998. 

Related Party Transactions - The Adm inistration does not m aintain a policy for- its 
adherence to Louisiana Revised Statute 42:1112 "Participation ira certain transactions 
involving, the govern m ental entity." This statute prohibits public servants from 
participating in any transaction involving the governm ental entity in which they have a 
personal financial interest, or in which a m ember of their im m ediate fanfily has a personal 
financial interest. D uring out" audit, we noted no violation of this statute. 

~ Service Center - The Service Center has access to the m ainfram e billing m odule; however, 
has restricted ability to input custom er utility paym ents into the computerized billing 
system upon receipt. The input of utility paym ents is perfonncd at the Parish billing 
departm ent. 

~ lnterfim d Transactions - W e noted num erous instan ces in which interfund transfers an d 
interfim d receivables and payables did not reconcile. It appears that these differences are 
the result of a lack of com m unication and review betw een departm ent pelso~m el. 

Accounting Policies and Procedures M anual - The Adm inistration does not havc an 
accounting policies mid procedures m anual defining the duties and responsibilities for each 
finance departm ent em ployee. 



1. PRIOR YEAR REPEAT FINDINGS (CONTINUED) 

Com pleteness of Accounts Payable - The proper procedures for recording accounts 

payable at year end are not being followed. W e noted approxim ately $57,600 and 
$216,000 of payables during our search for unrecorded liabilities, which were not included 
in the accounts payable listing as of D ecem ber 31, 1999 and 1998

, respectively. This error 
occurred due to a lack of training and supervision regarding the proper recording of 
accounts payable at year-end. 

Excess O ne-Cent Sales Tax Collections - The Adm inistration has not abided by Council 
Resolution 98-28, which states that any revenues collected from the one-cent sewer sales 
tax in excess of $4 m illion should be escrowed for future use. An excess amount of 
approximately $634,700 and $794,000 were reserved by the audit adjustments for the year 
ending Decem ber 31, 1999 and 1998, respectively. Furtherm ore, it states that any capital 
im provem ent expenditures m ade to the sew er system  should be funded by am ounts of 
restricted fund balance that w as escrow ed in accordance w ith this Resolution. D uring 1999, 
capital inaprovem ents were m ade to the sewer system at a cost of approxim ately $995,000. 
The Adm inistration did not reduce restricted fund balan ce as a result of these capital 

improvement expenditures. Au audit adjustment was posted to properly record the use of 
restricted fund balance for sewer capital im provem ent expenditures. 

Interfuad Borrow ings - The Par ish's General Fund borrow ed funds from the Sales Tax 
D istrict as initially approved by Council Resolution 95-38. The initial borrowing of 

$200,000, which occurred in December 1995, was to be repaid in 1996 from tax 
collections. During 1996, the General Fund repaid $50,000 to the Sales Tax District. In 
1997 and 1998, adm inistrative costs of $25,000 per year due to the General Fund from the 
Sales Tax D istrict were applied against the outstanding balance. D uring 1998, the General 
Fund borrowed an additional $450,000 from the Sales Tax District. During 1999, the 
General ]'~und repaid $320,000 to the Sales Tax District. The amount due to the Sales Tax 
District was $230,000 and $550,000 in 1999 and 1998, respectively. 

C ash M anagem ent - The Parish's investm ent portfolio consists exclusively of U .S. 
Trcasuly Bills w ith original m aturities of one year or less. The Adm inistration should seek 
investm ents w ith higher investm ent yields or consider investing in U .S. Treasury Securities 
with longerqerm  m aturities. 



1. PRIOR YEAR llEPEAT FINDINGS (CONTINUED) 

Certificate of Indebtedness - in M arch 1998, the St. John the Baptist Parish Coan cil 
issued Celtificates of Indebtedness, Series 1998 in the mnounI of $2,925,000 for the 
purpose of constructing public libraries in the Parish, as set out in Proposition No. 1 
approved by the voters on January 17, 1998. These Certificates are secured by and payable 
from an irrevocable pledge and dedication of the funds to be derived by the Parish fi'om the 

levy and collection of a special ten (10) mills tax authorized to be levied each of the years 
1998 ttuough 2007, inclusive, on all the property subject to taxation within the corporate 
boundaries of the Pm'ish pursuant to an election held January  17, 1998. The debt and 
related ad valorem  tax revenues are recorded in the financial statem ents of St. John the 
Baptist Parish Library, a com ponent unit of St. John the Baptist Parish Council. This debt 
is a direct obligation of the Parish Council, as issuer of the Ce1"tificates. However, there is 
no form al agreem ent between the Pm'ish Council and the Library which states that the 

Library will collect the ten (10) mill tax revenues and pay the related debt. 

Recom m endation: 

W e reconm aend that the current Adm inistration im plem ent policies and procedures to correct 
the above findings. 

M anat~em enl R esnonse 

The new Parish Adm inistration took offi ce in January  2000. W e will im m ediately take the 
appropriate steps necessary to begin resolving these prior year audit findings. 

2. STALE CIlECKS 

Observation: 

W e noted that the Pmish has num erous stale checks in several cash accounts. 

Recommendation: 

W e recom m end that the A dm inistration investigate the status of these stale checks and 
consider voiding and/or reissuing such checks if deem ed necessary. 

M ana~enaent Response 

W e will review those stale checks and make any adjustments that the Parish Administration 
deem s necessary. 



3. PAYROLl 

Observation: 

W e noted that the Parish's General Fund payroll for Novem ber 1999 was incorrectly processed 
and cleared through the Utility Fund payroll bank account. The bank notified the 
Adm inistrafion of this error and the Adm inistration m ade the appropriale transfer of fands 
betw een the two bank accounts. 

Recom m cndation 

Procedures should be im plem ented to insure adequate internal controls are in place over the 
payroll function. 

M maagem gRat Response: 

This un 'or w as an isolated incident mad was corrected tim ely by a transfer between the genera 
fund and utility fun d bank accounts. 

4; U NINSUREI) D EPOSITS 

Observation: 

The Parish has one account in a financial institution whereby the bank balance exceeded FD IC 
insurance by approxim ately $38,600. This is a violation of LSA-R.S. 39:1225 and 1226; 
how ever, this w as considered to be an im m aterial instance of noncom pliance. A ll other bank 
account balances of the Parish w ere adequately insured and/or collateralized at Decem ber 3 l, 
1999. 

Recom m endation: 

M anagem ent should m onitor the bank balances in all financial institutions and ensure that 
such balances are adequately insured and/or collateralized in accordance w ilh state statute. 

M anag~m gnt Res ponse: 

A ll bank account balances w ill be m onitored in the future. 



S. COM PENSATED A BSENCES 

Observation 

D uring our audit, we becam e aware of a sick leave policy referenced in the em ployee m anual 

which states that upon separation, unclassified employees (i.e. directors) will be paid for one- 
half (1/2) of the total unused sick days at the regular hourly rate. The compensated absence 
liability related to this policy for unpaid sick leave was approxim ately $51,000 at December 
31, 1999 mid was not recorded in the General Long Term Debt Account Group (GLTDAG) 
and the Utilities System Enterprise Fund. 

Recom m endation.' 

W e recom m end that personnel should be adequately trained as to the proper procedures for 
recording, com pensated absence liability at year-end. 

M ana~elnent Resnonse 

In January 2000, such liability w as paid to form er directors. In the future, wc will im plcm enl 
procedures for recording a liability for com pensated absences. 

6. A LI,OW ANCE FOR DOUBTFUL A CCOUNTS 

Observation: 

The allowances for doubtful accounts in the Parish's enterp rise funds w ere not restorcd to m~ 

adequate level. At December 31, 1999, the allowance for doubtful accounts was $36,896. 

Recom m cndation
.i 

W e recom m end that personnel be adequately trained as to the proper procedures for 

recording allow ance for doubtful accounts. 

M  an a2~ kn__9~ t R e~ponse: 

In the future, we will implem ent procedures to ensure that the allowances for doubtful accounts 
in the Parish's enterp rise funds are adequately m aintained. 



7. UNDERFUNDED SINKING FUND 

.
Observation 

Bond covenants require certain funding levels to be m aintained, Upon our testing of both the 
sinking and reserve fund requirem ents, w e noted that the sinking ftm d of various Public 

lm provem eut Bonds was underfunded by approximately $127,700. 

Recom m endation 

W e recoru m end that the Adm inistration review funding levels on a m onthly basis to m ininaize 
the occurrence of underfundings of sinking and reserve funds. 

Response: 

Adm inish-at ion will review funding levels on a m onthly basis. 

8. SEI,F-INSURANCE 

Observ ation 

During 1999, the Parish becam e self-insured for health mid dental coverage. Tim 
Adm inistration cun'ently has a third party adm inistrator handling the processing of claim s for 
the self-insurance progrmn. The adm inistrator provides various reports to the Par ish for claim s 
paid w lfich ar e recorded on the Parish's general ledger. A ccordiug to G overnm ental 
Accountirtg Standards Board Statem ent N o. 10, a liability for claim s is reported if 
inform ation prior to the issuance of the financial statem ents indicates thal it is probable that 
a liability has been incurred but not yet reported at the date of the financial statem ents and 
tile am ount of the loss can be reasonably estim ated. A claim s liability of approxim ately 
$312,700 was recorded in the Fund by an audit adjustmcnt for the year ending December 31, 
1999. This am ount represented claim s thal have been incurred but not repol"ted and claim s that 
have been reported but not paid. 

Recom m endation: 

W e recom m end that persoxm el be adequately trained as to the proper procedures for 
recording self-insurance claim s and claim s liability in a tim ely m atter. 

M ana~zem ent Resnonse 

The Parish's self-insurance claim s and claim s liability are recorded on a cash basis during time 
year and ar e converted to accrual basis at year-end in connection with lhe audit. W e will train 
and supervise persomlel as to the proper procedures for recording self-insurance clafins and 
claim s liability at year-end. 



9. PAYROLL INTERNAL CONTROL 

Observation 

During our testing of payroll, we selected a sam ple of tim e cards and any related supporting 

payroll documentation. W e noted two insignificant instances (1/4 hour for each instamce ) 
whereby the mnount of overtim e paid dkl not agree to supporting docum entation. W e also 
noted 2 instances where overtim e was not approved by the supervisor. 

Reconunendation: 

W e recom m end that Adm inistration im plem ent procedures to ensure that payroll records and 
supporling docum entation are m aintained in the files and reviewed and approved by 
supervisory persmm el in a tim ely m mm er. 

M  an ag~ R .e_n t R CslLq9 se: 

W e w ill evaluate tbe intern al control currently in place over the payroll function and strengthen 
controls to ensure that payroll records are review ed in a tim ely m anner. 

10. W IRI,:L/~JSS E9I 1 S/~'RVICE 

Observation 

Act 1029 of 1999 amends and reenacts Louisiana Revised Statutes (R.S.) 33:9101 through 
9131 relative to com m unication districts. The act authorizes the governing authority of a 
com m unication district to levy an em ergency telephone service charge on certain wireless 
com m unication system s to pay the costs of im plem enting FCC ordered enhancements to 
Em ergency 911 system s. How ever, as of D ecem ber 31, 1999, the A dm inistration has taken 
no action to levy an em ergency telephone service charge on certain w ireless com m unication 

system s. 

Recom m endation: 

W e recom m end that Adm inistration consult the Parish Attorn ey and determ ine what steps 
m ust be taken in order to levy an em ergency telephone serv ice charge on certain wircless 
com m unication system s in accordance w ith Act 1029 of 1999. 

M  mm~ _ _e.nj Resp onse: 

W e w ill consult our Parish Attorney regarding this m atter 



]1. A NDOUII.LE FESTIVAL 

Observation: 

During our testing of revenues and expenses incurred in connection w ith the Andouille 
Festival, we noted a deficiency of $150 in cash receipts for pageant ~evenues as com pared to 
the accounting records. W e also noted that internal controls related to cash receipts derived 
from adm issions and rides could be strengthened in the areas of docum entation and 

verification. 

Recom m endation: 

W e recomm end that Adm inistration review its current controls and consider strengthening 
such controls as deem ed necessary. 

M anagem ent Resoonse 

W c w ill review our current internal controls and m ake any necessary im provem ents 

12. G A SB NO. 33 "A CCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL R EPORTING FOIl NONEXCIIANGE 

TRANSAC't'~.ONS" 

Observation: 

In February 1999, The Governmental Accounting Standards Board ("GASB") issued GASB 
Statem ent N o. 33 "Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonexchange Transactions" 
effcctive for the Parish in the fiscal year ended D ecem ber 31,2001. 

GA SB Statem ent No. 33 establishes accounting and financial reporting standards for 
nonexchange transactions involving finm~cial or capital resources. This statem ent details 
when to recognize assets, liabilities, revenues, and expenses or expenditures for derived tax 
revenues, im posed nonexchange revenues, governm ent-m andated and vohm lary 

nonexchange transactions. 

Derived tax revenues result from assessm ents m ade by governm ents on underlying exchange 
transactions. Exam ples include incom e taxes, sales taxes and sim ilar taxes on earn ings. 
Assets are recognized upon the earlier of the underlying transaction occurring or the 
resources being received. Revenues are recognized when the underlying exchange 
transaction occurs, w ith earlier receipts reported as deferred revenues. 

hnposcd nonexchange revenues result from  assessnlents m ade by either governm ental 
entities or nongovernm ental entities that are not assessm ents on exchange transactions. 
Exam ples include property taxes, fines, penalties, and properly forfeilures. Assets arc 
recognized upon the earlier of an enforceable legal claim to the resources or when the 
resources are received. Revenues are recognized when the use of the resources are required 

or first permitted by time requirements (for example, property tax rew~nues are recoglfized in 
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12. G A SB NO. 33 "A CCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL R EPORTING FOR N ONEXCIIANGE 

TRANSACTIONS~' (CONTINUED) 

the period for w hich the taxes are levied, even if the property tax due date or the enforceable 

legal claim arises in a different period). 

Recom m endation 

W e reconnnend that the Adm inistration follow the revenue recognition procedures 

(especially the recognition of property tax revenues) conveyed tinder GASB Statement No. 
33. The A dm inistration should becom e fam iliar w ith GASB Statem ent N o. 33 so that it can 
plan to properly im plem ent it by its effective date. 

M anaeelnent Resnonse 

Adm inistration w ill review the Statem ent and will insure that it is pru perly im plem ented by 
its cffcciive date. 

13. G A SB N O. 34 "BASIC FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS'~ 

Observation: 

111 June 1999, the Governmental Accounting Standards Board ("GASB") issued GASB 
Statem ent No. 34 "Basic Financial Statem ents" effective for the Parish in thc fiscal year 
ended I)ecem ber 31, 2002. GA SB Statem ent N o. 34 establishes new financial reporting 
requirem ents for both state and local govern m ents. W hen im plem ented, it w ill creatc new 
infonnation and w ill restructure m uch of the financial information that govenunents have 
presented in the past. GA SB Statem ent N o. 34 w as developed to m ake annual reports m ore 
com prehensive an d easier to understand by the reader. 

As stated, GA SB Statem ent No. 34 requires that the Parish significantly change thal w ay it 
reports its financial data. The m ost significant changes w ill be that the Parish w ill report 
finan cial inform ation for all goveru m ental fund type accounting utilizing the full accrual 
m ethod of accounting as opposed to the m odified accrual m ethod cunently used. Thc Parish 
w ill be required to record and depreciate all capital assets, including infrastructure, and to 
elim inate both tile General Fixed A sset Accounting Group and the General Long-Term Debt 
Accounting Group. The Parish also will present dual financial statem ents w ith presentation 
of both "Govern m ent-w ide Financial Statem ents" and the traditional "Fund Financial 
Stalem ents". The Parish w ill also elim inate all interfund transactions for reporting purposcs, 
including interfund loans, interfund sell,ices provided and used, and interfimd transfers. 

Although the full effect of GA SB Statem ent N o, 34 w ill not be l, m own until its 
im plem entation, the effects of these chan ges could cause certain funds to report deficit filnd 

balances. In addition, GASB Statem ent No. 34 will require additional m an-hours to 
im plem ent. 



13. GASB No. 34 "BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS" (CONTINUED) 

Recom m endation 

Adm inislration should becom e fam iliar with the new reporting m odel so that it can plan 1o 
properly im plem ent GA SB Statem ent N o. 34 by its effective date. 

M anage n2..ent Response: 

Adm inistration w ill review the Statem ent and will insure that it is propcrly im plem ented by 

Decem ber 31, 2002. 
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