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CERTIFIED PUBt lC ACCOUN~AN'I S AND CONSUl 7AN7 S 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS~ REPORT 

To the Judges of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Gretna. Louisiana 
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W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Judicial Expense 
Fund of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court as of and for the year ended December 3 I, 1999. 
These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Fund's m anagem ent. O ur 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our 
audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reas onable as surance about w hether the 
general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, 
on a test bas is, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial 
statem ents. An audit also includes as sessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates 
m ade by m anagem ent, as  w ell as  evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable bas is for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 

material respects, the financial position of the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial 
D istrict Court as  of Decem ber 3 I, 1999, and the results of that Fund's operations for the year then 
ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated M arch 29, 

2000, on our consideration of the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District 
Court's com pliance and internal control over financial reporting. 

M etairie, Louisiana 

M arch 29. 200,9 
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TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 
AND GENERAL F~~ED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

ASSETS 
Cash 
D ue from Clerk of Court 

Accounts receivable - judges 
Prepaid expenses 
Furniture and equipm ent 
Courtroom im provem ents 

LIABILITIES, EQ UITY 
AN D O TH Ei~, C RED ITS 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable 

EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 
Invesm ~e.nt in 
general fixed as sets 
Fund balance 
Designated for 
capital expenditures 
U ndesignated 

General 
Fund 

280,069 
14,279 
5,760 
18,838 

0 
0 

General 
Fixed Assets 

Account 
Group~  

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 1,280,069 
14,279 
5,760 
18,838 

674,756 
427,216 

5,963 $ 0 $ 5,963 

1.101.972 1.101.972 

800,000 
512,98_3 

Total fund balance 
_ _ __ !~_3~ 983 

800,000 
512,983 

_ __ 1,312,983 

Total Equity and 
O ther' Credits _ ~ __ L3~ 9_83 I, I Q_L972 2~414,955 

See Accompanying looter to [ihancial Statements, 

~__ I~3~ 946 ~__2 420 918 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATCM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURE S AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 
Year Ended December 3 I, 1999 

REVEN UES 
Clerk of Cour~ fees 
Bond fees 

TO TAL REVEN UES 

EX PEN D ITURES 
Current 

General governm ent 
Auditing 
Consulting fees 
D ues and subscriptions 
Equipm ent repairs and m aintenance 
Equipm ent rental 
Insurance 
M eetings 
M iscellaneous 
N oninventor7 equipm ent 
O ffice supplies 
Com puter softw are 
Secretary expense 
Sem inars 

Capital outlay 

TO TAL EX PEN D ITURES 

EXCESS O F REVEN UES O VER EX PEN D ITU RES 

See Accompany/@ Notes to Finandal Statements. 

G EN ERAL 
FUN D 

$ 212,418 
163 886 

376.304 

4,550 
3,670 
19,785 
20,700 

307 
17,853 
12,673 
11,019 
16,999 
20,140 

319 
13,167 
26,394 
26,064 

193,640 

182.664 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUI)ICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - CONTINUED 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

O THER FINAN CIN G SO U RCES 
Interest 
M iscellaneous incom e 

EXCESS O F REVEN UES AN D O THER 
FIN AN CIN G SO U RCES OVER EX PEN D ITURES 

FUN [) BALAN CE AT BEGIN N IN G O F YEAR 

FUN [) BALAN CE AT EN D O F YEAR 

See Accompanying Note.: to financia/ Statements. 

G EN ERAL 
FUN D 

$ 51,785 
_ _  3,288 

55.073 

237.737 

__ _ 1,075,246 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATEM EN T OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
-  GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - BUDGET (BUDGETARY BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

December 3 I. 1999 

REVEN UES 
Clerk of Court fees 
Bond fees 

G EN ERAL FUN D 

Actual 

$ 212,418 
163.886 

Adjustment 
to 

Budgetary 
Basis 

0 
0 

Actual O n 
Budgetary  
Basis 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavor- 
Budget __  able) 

$ 212,418 $ 210,000 
163~8_886 __ _ 100,000 

$ 2,418 
63.886 

TO TAL REVEN UES 376.304 0 376.304 310.000 66,304 

EX PEN DITURES 
C urrent 
General governm ent: 
Auditing 
Bank charges 
Consulting fees 
D ues and 
subscriptions 
Equipm ent repairs 
and m aintenance 
Equipm ent rental 
Insurance 
M eetings 
M iscellaneous 
N oninventory 
equipm ent 
O ffice supplies 
Com puter softw are 
Secretary expense 
Sem inars 

C apital outlay 

4,550 
0 

3.670 

9.785 

20,700 
307 

17,853 
12,673 
11.019 

16,999 
20,140 

319 
13,167 
26,394 

_. 26,064 

TO TAL 
EX PEN DITURES 193,640 

See Accompany/ng Note.; to hnandal Statements. 

4,550 
0 

3.670 

9,785 

20,700 
307 

17,853 
12,673 
11.019 

16,999 
20,140 

319 
13,167 
26,394 
2G0_064 

0 193.640 

5,000 
350 

0,000 

9.000 

20,000 
500 

18,000 
ll,000 
9.000 

14,000 
17,500 
10,000 
17,500 
32,500 
20.000 

450 
350 

6.330 

(785) 

(700) 
193 
147 

(I ,673) 
(2,m 9) 

(2,999) 
(2,640) 
9,68 I 
4,333 
6,106 
93.936 

304~35 0 110,710 



 

TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
- GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - BUDGET (BUDGETARY BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

- CONTINUF~D 
December 3 I, 1999 

G EN ERAL. FUN D 

Adjustment 
to 

Budgetary 
Actual Basis 

Actual O n 
Budgetary  
Basis 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavor- 
Budget able) 

EXCESS O F REVEN UES 
OVER EXPENDITURES $ 182,664 $ 0 $ 182,664 $ 5,650 $ 177,014 

O THER 
FINANCING SO URCES 
Interest 
M iscellaneous incom e 

51,785 
3 288 

55 073 

0 
0 

51,785 
3,288 

55.073 

33,000 
1.000 

34.000 

8,785 
2,288 

21.073 

EX C ESS O F 
REVEN UES AN D O TH ER 
FINANCING SO URCES 

OVER EXPENDITURES 237,737 0 237,737 L _~ 650 $ 198,087 

FUN D BALAN CE AT 
BEGIN N IN G O F YEAR 

_  1,075,246 0 1,075,246 

FU N D BALA N CE 

AT END OF YEAR ~ 1,312,983 ~ 0 $ 1,312,983 

See Accompanying Not~ to [l~TaneM  Statements. 



TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
NOTES TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

N O TE I - SUM M ARY O F SIGN IFICANT ACCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

The summary of significant accounting policies of the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial District Court (the Fund) is presented to assist in understanding the Fund's financial 
statem ents. The financial statem ents and notes are representations of the m anagem ent of the Fund, 

which is responsible for their integrity and objectivity. These accounting policies conform to 
generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governm ental units, and have been 
consistently applied in the preparation of the financial statem ents. The Governm ental Accounting 
Standards Board is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

Financial Reporting Entity 

As provided by Revised Statutes 13:994,995, the Fund w as created for the purpose or purposes 

related to the proper administration or function of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court or the 
offices of the individual judges of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court. 

As required by generally accepted accounting principles, the financial statem ents of the reporting 
entity present the prim ary governm ent and its com ponent units. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present the Fund as  the prim ary  governm ent. N o other organization w as  determ ined 
to be a com ponent unit of the Fund. Therefore, no blended or discretely presented com ponent 
units are presented in the accom panying financial statem ents. 

Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Fund are organized on the bas is of funds and account groups, each of w hich is 
considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of a fund are accounted for w ith a separate 
set of self-balancing accounts w hich are m aintained for the purpose of carry ing on special activities 

or attaining certain objectives in accordance with special regulations, restrictions, or limitations. An 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain as sets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 



TW EN TY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CON TINUED 
December 31. 1999 

NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Fund Accounting (cont'd) 

The fund has the follow ing fund type and account group 

G overnm ental Fund - General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the 

Judicial Expense Fund of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court. It is used to account for 
all financial resources. 

Account Group - General Fixed Assets Account Group - This account group is established to 
account for all fixed as sets of the Fund. 

Basis of Accounting 

"]-he m odified accrual bas is of accounting is used by governm ental fund types and agency funds. 

Under this method, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be 
determ ined and "available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter 
to pay liabilities w ithin the current period. 

Revenues are considered m eas urable and available w hen received by the Clerk of Court or the 
District Attorney, or by the Fund w ithin 60 days after the current year ended. Expenditures are 
generally recorded when the liability is incurred. 

Budgetary Accounting 

The adm inistration of the Fund prepares an annual budget for the General Fund. The budget is 

legally enacted and amended through an en banc meeting of the judges. The budget is prepared 
prim arily on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, except that losses resulting from claim s and 
litigation are recorded w hen paid instead of w hen the liability arises. 

The accom pmlying Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - 

Governmental Fund Type - Budget (Budgetary Basis) and Actual presents comparisons of the legally 
adopted budget w ith actual data on the budt;etary bas is. Budgeted am ounts are as  originally 

adopted or as finally amended by the judges. 



TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM EN TS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 3 I. 1999 

NOTE I - SUMMARY OF: SIGNIFICANT' ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Encum brances 

Encum brances are not recorded, and therefore, no reservation of fund balance is necessary 

Receivables 

Uncollectible accounts receivable are recognized as bad debts through the establishm ent of an 
allow ance account. N o allow ance w as established at: Decem ber 31, 1999, because all accounts 
receivable w ere considered to be collectible. 

General Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets usecl in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are recorded in the 
General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governm ental funds. Depreciation is not 
recorded on general fixed as sets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if actual historical cost is not 
available. Donated fixed as sets are valued at their estim ated fair value on the date donated. 

Fund Equity 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources. Such plans 

are subject to change and may never be legally authorized or result in expenditures. 

Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents 

The total colum n on the com bined balance sheet is captioned "M em orandum O nly" to indicate that 
it is presented to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present financial position 
in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

N O TE 2 - CASH D EPO SITS 

At December 3 I, 1999, the carrying amount of the Fund's deposits was $ 1,280,069 and the bank 
balance was $1,281,353 of which $100,000 was covered by federal depository insurance and 
$ I, 181,353 was collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institutions' agent in the 
Fund's nam e. 



TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
December 3 I, 1999 

N O TE 3 - G EN ERAL FIX ED ASSETS ACCO UNT G RO UP 

A sum m ary of changes in General Fixed Assets during the year is as follow s 

Balance 

01/01/99 _  Additions 
Retire- 
m ents 

Balance 

_ _/2/31/99 

Furniture and equipment $ 869,268 $ 26,064 $ 220,576 $ 674,756 

Courtroom improvements 427~2JI 6 0 0 427,216 

L  12~96~484 ~ 26,064 $ _220,576 ~_ 1,101,972 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN'I;4NTS AN[.) CONSULTANTS 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON 
COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

OVER FINANCIAL RE PORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 

W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Judges of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court 
Gretna. Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Judicial Expense Fund of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court (the Fund), as of and for the year ended December 3 I, 1999, 
and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 29, 2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance 
w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reas onable as surance about w hether the Fund's financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect 
on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. How ever, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to 
be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 
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INDEPENDEN T AUDITORS' REPORT ON 
COM PLIANCE AND ON INTE:RNAL CONTROL 

OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 

W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS - CON TINUED 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting' 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Fund's internal control over financial 

reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial 
w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore 
of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstate- 
m ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay 
occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing 
their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting 
and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent. How ever, this report is a m atter of 
public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

M etairie, Louisiana 
M arch 29. 2000 


