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Certified Public A c Company AIoysia C. Ducote, CPA, PC Joan S. Ducote, CPA, PC 

lndependen! A udilors' R eport 

The l lonorablc Kerry Spr0ill, Judge 
Twelfth Judicial District Cotn't 
M arksville, l.ouisiana 

W e have audiled the accom panying gcncral puq~ose financial statem ents of the Judicial Expense 
l;tm d of the Twelfth ludicial I)istt'ic~ Court of Louisiana, a com poncnt unit of the A voycllcs t'arish 
Policc Jtus,, as of and for the year ended l)eccm ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of conlellls. 

These l)nancial slalem ents m e thc responsibility of the District Cot|it's m anagem ent. O ur 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem culs based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordauce w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
G overnm ent Auditin~ Slaudards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the Unitcd States. Those 
standards reqtfire flint wc plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether 
the financial slalem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a lesl 
basis, cvidencc supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. A n audit also 
inchldes assessing ll)c accounting pJJnciplcs used and significant estim ales m ade by m anagem cnt

, 

as well as evaluating the overall financial stalcnlenl presentation. W e believe that our andil 
provides a reasouable basis for ~.~ur opinion. 

In our opinion, |he general purpose financial statem ents rcfcrred to above plescm fairly, in nil 
m atcrial respccls, the financial position of lhe Judicial Expense Ftmd of the: Twclfih Judicial 
l)islrict Conrl of Louisiana, a com ponent unit of the A voyelles Parish l'olicc Jury as of Decem ber 
31, 1999, and the results of ils ol)crations for Ihe year /hen eroded in conform ity with gener~tl/y 
acccplcd accounting principlcs. 
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I~,I,~I'O RT O N CO M PLIANCE A ND O N INTERNA L CO NTRO l. 
O VFR H  NA N C IA I, REPO RTING BA SEl) O N AN AUDIT O F G ENER AI,-PU RPO SE" 

H NA NCIAI. STATEM ENTS PERli'O RM ED IN ACCO RI)A N CE 
W ITH G OVERNM ENT A UDITING STANDA RDS 

The tlonorable Kerry Spruill, Judge 
Tw elflb Judicial I)islrict Court 
M arksvillc. Louisiana 

W e havc audited the general-pun~,ose financial statem ents of thc Judicial Expcnse Fund of the 
Tw elfth Judicial D istrict Court, for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report 
thczvon dated June 19, 2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicable Io financial audits contained in Governm ent 
Auditing Slan~!~!3.!~, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Coml~liance 
A s pro1 of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Judicial Expense Fund of the Twelfth 
Judicial l)istlic:t (;ou1~'s financial statem ents are fi-ce of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e pelform cd lests 
of ils com pliaucc w ith ccllain provisious of law s and regulations, noncom pliance w ith which could 
have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts, tlowever, 

providing an c~piniou on compliance with those provisions was not an objcctive of our audit and 
accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests discloscd no inslances of 
noncom pliance that arc rcquircd to be reported undcr Government Auditing Standards 

Amet i<'an Institute t~[ ~ Members. Society of l,ouisiana 
('ellifted Public Accounlant~ Certified Public Accountants 

219 Ninth Washington ~ Post Of[ice Boa 309 * Matksville, l~oulsiana 71351 * (318) 253-6501 ~ Fktx (318) 253-0721 



] lonorable Spvt 
Page 2 
June 19, 2000 

lntm nal Control O ver Financial Reoozaine 
In plannirtg and perlbrming out audit, we considered the Twelfth Judicial D istrict's Court's internal 
conlrol over financial reporting in order Io detel-nfine our audiling procedures for the purf~ose of 
expressing om opinion on the gcncrat-purpose financial statements and not to provide assm ancc on 
the internal control structure over financial reporting. Our consideration of the intern al contro] over 
finaacial repolling would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal coHtrol over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which tile 
desigu or Opel'at[oil of one or lllorc of tile illlerlla] control eonlpollenls does not redtlce to a 
relatively low level Ihe risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occtu and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees ill Ihc nol'lnal conrsc of perform illg their assigned ftlnctions. W e noted no n/alters 
involving internal con/rol over financial reporting and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial 
w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform alion 
1.egislalive Auditor of tile State of l.ouisiana 
its distribution is not lim ited. 

IIU ('O TF & CO M I'AN Y 
M arksvi//e, l.o~lJsi,'m a 
June 19. 2000 

ot the m anagem ent of lhe governing body and the 
1 lowever, this re port is a m alter of public record and 



 

G EN ERA L PU RPO SE 
FIN A N CIA L STA TEM EN TS 
(com bined statem ents - overview) 



A SSETS 

JUDICIAl. EXPENSE FUND FO R TIlE 
TW E1,FTH JUDICIAl, I)ISTRICT CO URT 
CO M BINE1) I;A LA NCE SI IEET - A I.L FUNI) TYPES 

A ND A CCO UNT G RO UI'S 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

C ash 
A CCOLI/IIS I'cccJ v~tb]e 
l'rcpaid cxpcnscs 
M achinery and equipn~ent 

TO TA l, A SSETS 

1.1ABII,ITI ES A NI) FUNI) EQUITY 

I .iabililics: 
A ccounls payable 
A ccl'ugd cx pc II F, CS 

Fund lkluily: 
IIIVCSIIIICIll ill general fixed assels 
igtllld b~l[~lllcc, tllll'CSel'vcd 

Governm ental 

Ftl~  
A ccount 

Special G eneral 
Revenue Fixed A ssets 

$ 44,037 $ 
7,995 
1,821 

28.720 

Totals 

(M emo Only) 

44,037 
7,995 
1,821 

~8,720 

$53,85~ $2~,72Q $ 82,57:3 

$ 193 $ 
2.960 

3.253 

5~ 7(1o 

=~_Q,7 ()(~ ) 

28.720 

$ 193 
2.960 

3.153 

28,720 

_  
50,700 

28.72(2 "79,42(] 

I'OTAI, I,IAIIII,ITIES AND FUNI) EQUITY $ 53,85~  $ 28,720 $ 82,573 

'he uccom paayiug notes are au h~tegral part of this financial statcnlent 
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ilI~VEN UES 

JUDICIAl. EXPENSE FUNI) FOR TIlE 
TW H ~FTH JUDICIAl. I)ISTR ICT CO URT 

SPECIAl. R FVENUI~ FUND 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EX I~I~]NDITUR I~;S A ND 

CtIANG ES IN FUNI) BA I~ANCE 
Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Spccial assessm ent fccs 
] II IOl'gOVOfll lllonl ~ll gl~tlll S 
ln~crcst 

EX PENI)IT H II~:S 

(;ellel'~l ] gov01"lllllen| 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes and insurance 
Education and travel 
Capital oullay 
O ther expenses 

Total expca~ditures 

EXCi,]SS (I)EFICII,]NCY) OF IIEVENUE 
O V ER EX i'ENI)IT UR I~;S 

FUNI) IIA 1.A N CE, liE(gINN IN G 

FUNI) llAI~ANC E, ENI)I NG 

$ 93,55'7 
38,825 
1.283 

106,082 
16,929 
5,496 
4,380 
6.521 

_ _139~40_8 

( 5,743) 

_  S6~  

$ 5f~700 

he acCOm lm nyJrJg notes arc an integral pall of Ibis financial .,,;lalcn ic 
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JUI)ICIA L EXPENSE FUN I) FO R TIIE 
TW ELFTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT CO URT 

SPECIAl, RI,;VEN UE FUND 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPEN I)ITURES AND 

CIIANGFS IN FUNI) BALA NCE . BUDGI,YI" (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
Year Fnded Decem ber 31, 1999 

]O ~'VEN UI~;N 

S])ecia] assessm ent fccs 
hllcl'gOVC]nm cnta] granIs 
lnlcrest 

EX PENI)ITUR ES 

a gllCl'tl] govcrlll|lClll 
Salaries 
l'aym ll laxcs and iI1SllI'~IIICC 
] ~ducalion and travel 
Capital oullay 
()lher expenses 

Total cxpcndim rcs 

EXCESS (I)EH ('II:NCY) ()F 
IO,;VENIIE ()VI,;]{ EXIq,;NI)ITURES 

FUNI) BAI.ANCI~, BI:.G 1NNING 

Bt tdget Actua 

$110,000 $ 93,557 
38,825 
1,283 

Variance 
Favorable 

~Unfavorable) 

$(16,443) 
38,825 
1.283 

110.000 133.665 23.665 

86,8(10 
28,640 
20,000 
2,000 
3.000 

106,082 
16,929 
5,496 
4,380 
6,521 

(19,282) 
11,711 
14,504 

(2,380) 
~ 52[) 

40.440 139.408 1.032 

(30,440) 

56.443 

(5,743) 24,697 

56.443 

FUNI) ilAI,ANCE, ENI)IN(; $ 26,003 $ 50+700 $ 24~697 

hc ar2conlpallying, lloles life ~|n illtcgra] ptlrl of" Ibis fJllallcial Sl[llc, incn 
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N O TES TO  TH E FINA N CIAL STA TEM EN TS 



 

JUi)ICIAL EXPENSE FUND FO R TIlE 
TW F, LFTH JUDICIA l, DISTRICT CO U RT 

NO TFS TO FINA NCIAl, STATEM ENTS 
l)ecem bcr 31, 1999 

NO TE I - SUM M A RY O F SIG NII;1CANT A CCO UNTING PO IJ(3ES 

Thc Judicial l!xpcnsc Fund of die Twelfth Judicial District Court was created by Louisiana R.S. 
13:996.33. The accounting and reporting policies of the Judicial Expense Fund for the Twelfth 
Judicial District Court conform to generally ncccplcd accounting principles as applicablc to 
govel-illncnJal tra ils. SttcJl accotlnlillg and ]cpolling pl'occdLn'os also confolnl |O reqtlirelllcnts ,af 
Louisiana Revised SlaltllCS 24:517. 

Thc follow ing is a sun]m ary of Ihe m ore significant policies 

FINA N C IA L 1,H,]PO R TIN G EN TIT Y 

Governm ental Accounting Slandards Board Slalcn]cnt No. 14 cslablished criteria for 
dclcrm ining com ponen! units of an oversight chilly. The basic - bnl :101 the only - criterion lot 
dctcrm inil]g a com poncnt unit is the oversight's ability 1o exercise oversight responsibility. The 
m osl significant m anifestation of lhis ability is financial inlerdependency. O ther m anifcslalions 

of the abilily to exercise oversighl responsibility include, bul is not lin]iled Io,: 1) selection of 
governing aulhority; 2) the designation of management; and 3) the abilily 1o significantly 
inllucncc operations and accounlabilily for fiscal nlatlcrs. 

The Judicial [expense l;und is n parl of the operations of Ihe district court syslem . Thc district 

cour! system is fiscally dependenl on the police jury for office space mid courlrooms. The 
subslance of Ihe relationship bclwccn Ihe dish'icl court syslcnl and the police jury is Ihal lhe 
police jury has approwd aul|]orily over ils capilal budgcl. 

Based on the above criteria it has been dclcrm incd Ihat the Judicial Expcnsc Fund of the 
Twelfth Judicial District Court of 1,ouisial]a is a com ponent nnil of Ihe Avoyelles Parish Police 
Jtll-y. 



 

JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND FO R TIlE 
TW EI.FTH JUDICIAl. DISTRICT CO URT 

NOTES TO H NANC1AI, STATEM ENTS (conlinued) 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

NO TE" ! - S[;/M[M AIIY O F SIG NIFICA NT A CCO UNTING I'O L1CIES (CO NTIN UE'D 

FUNI) A CCO UNTING 

The accotlllls of tllc Cour! arc organized on Ihe basis of funds or accoun! groups
, each of w hich 

is considered a scparale accounting entity. The operations of each fire d or account group arc 
accounlcd for w ilh a scparalc set of self-balancing accoum s that com prise ils assels

, liabilities, 
fired cquily, revcnucs and expenditures. Resources are allocated to and accounted for in 
im lJvJdtlal limds based upon thc pml~oscs for which they arc (o be spcni and the m eans by 
which spending activities arc Io be controlled. 

GO VER NM FNTA 1, FUND 

Special Revenue Fund 

flh 
fic 
he 

Spccial revenue funds arc used to accounl for the procccds of specific l-CVellue sourccs 
{ha! arc legally rcslrictcd to expcndilm cs for specified purposes

. 

(;ENI';I/AI, FIX H ) ASSETS (;RO UP 

The general fixed asse|s group is used to account for fixcd assets used in governm ental fund 
type operations for control puq~oscs. All fixed assels are wdued at historical cos! or eslim alcd 
hisloricaJ cost if acltml historical cosl is not available

. Donated lixed assets arc wducd at their 
cslim aled fair value on the date of donation

. No depreciation is recorded on general fixed 
;tb;SO|S. 



 

JUDICIAl. EXPEN SE FUND FO R TIlE 
TW ELFTH JUDICIAl, I)ISTRICT COURT 

NO TES TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (continued) 
l)ecem bcr 31, 1999 

NO TE I - SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTING POIACIFS (CO NTINUE'I) 

BASIS O F A CCO UNTING 

The accounting and fimmcial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by !Is 
measurem en! focus. A ll governm mltal flm ds are accounted for using a current financial 
rcsOtll~:.;cs lueasul'cnlenl focus. W ith this loetls only CU|Tent assets and curTell[ liabililies are 
generally included on tile balance sheet. O perating statements of these funds present increases 
and decreases in net ctrrfenl assets. The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all 
govcm m enlal funds. The governm ental funds use lhe follow ing praclices in recording revenues 
and expenditures: 

l~.ever/tles al'c recognized when Ihey beconle m easurable and available as net CUl-l011t assets 
and expenditure s are recognized when the related fund liability is mcun'ed, if m easurable. 

BUI)G I:TA RY PR A CTICES 

Ill accordance w ith l.ouisiaua Revised Statute 39:1301 through 39:1314, the Jndk:ial P;xpcnse 
Fund of the Twelfth Judicial l)istricI Court is required 1o adopt all annual bud~,el, but is no! 
subject to Ihc public parlicipalion laws as lhe proposed expenditures arc. less lhan $250,0(X1. 
All annual appropriations lapse al year end. Encum brance accounting is not utilized. 

CANII AND CASII EQUIVA1,ENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, inleresl-bearing dem and deposits, and tim e 
deposits. Cash equiwdenls include am ounls in lime deposits alld those inw:slm cnls w i!h 
original m alud!ics of 90 days or less. U nder state law, tile Judicial Expense Fund o1 tire 
Twelfth Judicial District Court m ay deposit funds ira dem and deposils, interest-bearing dem and 
deposits, or lim e deposits w ith state banks organized under I.ouisiana law oJ any other slate of 
Ihe United States, or under the laws of the 1.in!led States. 

Under slalc law, the Judicial Expense Fm ~d of !be Twelfth Judicial l)islricl (7()trrl m ay invcsl in 
United Slates bollds, treasury notes, ot cerlificalcs. These am classified as invcslm enls if their 
original nmlruilies exceed 90 days; how ever, if the original m aturilics arc 90 days or less, they 
arc classified as ('ash cquivalenls. ]llVCSllllCnls al'C slalcd al cosl. 
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JUI)ICIAL EX PENSE FUNI) FO R TIlE 
TW EI,FTH JUDICIA l. I)ISTRICT CO URT 

NOTFS TO H NANCIAI, STATEM I';NTS (continued) 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

N O TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NII~'ICA NT ACCO UNTING I'O LICIES (CO NTIN UEI) 

FIXFI) ASSETS 

Fixed assets of governm ental functs arc recorded as expenditures at tile tim e they are purchased 

or conshucted, and the related assets arc capitalized (reported) in the general fixcd assets 
account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are 
valued at historical cost or estim atcd cost if historical cost is not available. 

TO TAl, CO LUM NS O N CO M BINED I~'INA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The total cohmm s presented in the com bined fin ancial statem ents are captioned M em orandum 
Only to indicate thai they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No consolidating 
entries or other elim inations were m adc in the aggregation of the totals; thus, they do not 
present consolidated inform ation and do not puIport to present financial position, results of 
operations or changes in financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

NO TE 2 - CASI! 

At year end, the cash consislcd of deposits with banks, with a carrying wdue of $44,037 and a bank 
balance of $46,508. The bank balance w as fully covmw l by federal depository insurance. 

N O TF 3 - C IIA N(;I,;S IN (;I~.'N I,~RA I, FIX EI) A SSETS 

The lollowing is a sum m ary of changes 
l)ecem ber 31, 1999: 

M achinery and I!quipm cn 

Balance 
12/31/98 Additions 

$ 24=340 $ 4,380 

$ 24~340 $4,380 

12 

Balance 

Relirelnenls 12/31/99 

$ $28J 20 

$ :: $28J20 



 

JUDICIAl, EXi'ENSI~; FUND FO R THE 
TW FI,FTH JUI)ICIA L DISTRICT CO URT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (continued) 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

N O TE 4 - III~C EIVA BI JES 

Thc rccciwd)lcs of $7,995 as of I)cccmber 31, 1999, arc as follows 

nlorgovonlnolllal 
lxmal fees 
G rants 

$5,030 
2~ A  
~7~995 

NO TF 5 - A CCO UNTS AND O TH ER PAYA BI,I,'S 

The payables of $3,153 at l)ccem ber 31, 1999, arc as follows 

AccoIIII|S 
W ilhholdings 

N O TE 6 - (;II.A N TS 

$ 193 
_ ~L6_0 
.,$3,153 

The 12th Judicial District Court System was awarded a Cour| l)clay Reduction Orant as a 

subgranlcc of lhc lxm isiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and Adm inislralkm of Crim inal 
Justice. The gtanl is com prised of 75%  federal funds and 25%  local m atching funds, w ilh a grant 
period of August I through July 31. 

The gl'illl| ~lW lli(ls ~ll'O as follow s 

Augusl 1, 1998 thro ugh July 31, 1998 
August 1, 1999 Ihrough July 31,2000 

'he grant revenues are as follows 

August I, 1998 lhlough .luly 3 I, 1998 
August I, 1999 through July 31,2(100 

Federal 
$30,000 
26,575 

Federal 

$18,000 
I 1,075 

Local 
$10,000 
8.858 

],ocal 

$ 6,00O 
3.750 

To~ l 

$40,0(1(I 
35.433 

Total 

$24,000 
14,825 

$38,825 
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JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUN1) FO R TH E 
TW ELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO U RT 

SUM M ARY SCH EDUlJI~ O F PRIO R AUDIT FINDINGS 
Year Ended l)ecem ber 31, 1999 

Scclion 1 - lnlernal Control and Com pliance M aterial to lhe Financial Statem enls 

N onc 

Seelion 11 - M anagem en! Letler 



 

JU I)ICIA L EX PEN SE FUN D FO R TIlE 
TW EI,FTII JUI)ICIAI, DISTRICT CO URT 

C()R RI,~CTIVI,~ A CTIO N PI,AN FO R 
CURRENT YEAR FINDING S 
Year Ended 1)ecem ber 31, 1999 

Section 1 - Inlernal Control and Com pliance M aterial to tire Financial Sta|em ents 

N one 

Section 11 - M anagem ent Letler 

N ol~c 


