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FINANCIAL INFORM ATION SECTION 



P ITTS ~~ M ATT]~ 
a corporation of 

certified public accountants 

NDEPEN DENT AUD ITORS' REPOR'I 

Board of Commissioners 
Fire Protection District N o. 11 
of the Parish of St. M ary 
State of Louisiana 
Jeanerette, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of Fire Protection 
D istrict N o. 1 I, a component unit of St, M ary  Parish, as of and for the year ended September 30, 
1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the 
responsibility of Fire Protection D istrict N o. 11's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Com ptroller General & the United States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the genera[ purpose financiaJ statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by m anagement, 
as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statentent presentation. W e believe tllat 
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of Fire Protection District N o. I 1 as of Septem ber 30, 

1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Sta_ndards, we have also issued a report dated 
December 2, 1999, on our consideration of Fire Protection District No. 1 l's internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws

, regulations, 
contracts and grants. 
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The accompanying supplementary information required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) listed in the table of contents is not a required part of the financial 
statem ents but is supplementary inform ation required by GASB. W e have applied certain lim ited 
procedures, w hich consisted principally of inquiries of m anagement regarding the methods of 
m easurem ent and presentation of this supplementary information. H owever, w e did not audit the 
inform ation and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that St. 
M ary Parish Fire Protection District N o. 11 is or will become year 2000 com pliant, that your 
2000 remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which the 
D istrict does business are or w ill be year 2000 compliant. 

D ecember 2. 1999 

/~ ;Yy 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



A~:~el~ mid nther ih'h 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Other assets 
]'roperty, plant, and equipment 

Other dcb~  

FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 1 ! 
OF TH E PARISH OF ST. M ARY 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET 

Amount to be provided for retirement of general 
long-lem l debt 

Total assets and other debits 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 
Bonds pllylJble 

l~ i_~' al~ other credits 

Investment ill [-'encra| fixed assets 
Investnlcnt ill general fixed assets - donafious 
Fund balance -unreserved, I.uldesig,ated 

Total liabilities, equity, and other credits 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

~ r,~ .t~  RI~ Total 
General General (M elnorandilnl 

Qcaeral Fund Fixed Ass~~  Long-tem~ Debt 

$74,891 
1,682 

$76,573 

$7.057 

7.057 

69516 

$76,573 

$833.842 

$833.842 

$691.692 
142.150 

$833.842 

3 

$70.000 

$74,891 
1,6~2 

833.842 

$980.415 

$7,057 
70.0(10 

77.1)57 

691.692 
142.150 
69.516 



Revenues 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO . 11 
OF TH E PAR1SiI O F ST. M ARY 

STATE OF LO UISIANA 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

Ad valorem tax 
Allocation from St. M ar3' Parish 
Interest 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenue 

Expenditures 
Current: 

Public safet3 
Capital outlay 
Debt service 

Total expenditures 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

For the Year Ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 

Other financing sources (uses) 
Transfer iu 
Transfer out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other financing 
sources over expenditures and other financing uses 

Fund balances at beginning of period 

Fuud balances at end of period 

Total 

Debt (Memorandum 
General Fund Service Fund Only) 

$132,728 
31,178 
3,595 
351 

167,852 

67.783 
48,995 

16~778 

$72.944 

72.944 

$132,728 
31.178 
3,595 
351 

67_852 

67.783 
48.995 
72.944 

89_722 

51,074 (72.944) (21.87(0 

(72,944) 
72.944 

(72,944) $72,944 

(21,870) 

91,386 

$69.516 

The accolllpauyillg notes are all integral part of these financial stateuleu|s 

tl 

72.944 

(72.944) 

(21,870) 

91.386 

$69.516 



FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 11 
OF TH E PARISH OF ST. M ARY 

STATE O F LOUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDGET TO ACTUAL 

GENERA L FUND 

For the Ycar Ended Scptem bcr 3{I, 1999 

~ 'lLc3yatu~ 
Ad valorem taxes 
Allocation from St M aD' Parish 
Iiitcres( 
M iscellaneous 

lolal rcvonue 

Expenditures 
CBrreul: 

Public safety 
Repairs alld iIlainlenancc 
Professional fees 
Salaries arid rdaled expenses 
IIISLII'BIICe 
Utilities 
Telephone and radio 
Gas, fuel, oil 
Supplies 
Truinmg 
Other 

Capital outla) 

L'xt~ess levclIBC OVC[ exp~lldi|urcs 

Other financing sources (uses 
l rat|sfcr out 

Iotal other financing sources (uses) 

xccss (deficiency) of revenues and 
other financing sources over cxpcndi- 
lures and other fillaBcing uses 

trod balances at begmnirtg of period 

1.[uslg~ Actual 

$132,728 
31,178 
3.595 
351 

67.852 

7.618 
6,175 
21.868 
14,169 
1,773 
1.311 
1,400 
7.181 
86(I 

4.070 
50.97(~ 

7.395 

$132,728 
31,178 
3,595 
351 

67.g52 

6.778 

Variance 
Favorable 

LUl~ vorablcj 

$1.955 

(736) 

310 
(25) 

(39) 
(2.822) 
1.974 

617 

50.457 51.074 617 

(22,.187 

91.386 

21,870 

91.386 

Fund balances at end of period $68.899 $69,516 
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FIRE PROTECTION D ISTRICT N O . 11 
OF THE PARISH OF ST . M ARY, 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

N otes to the Financial Statements 
Septem ber 30, 1999 

N O TE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUN TING POLICIES 

Fire Protection District N o. 11 of the Parish of St. M ary, State of Louisiana was created by 
Ordinance No. 1096 of the St. M ary Parish Council, on April 25, 1990, for the purpose of 
providing fire protection, m edical assistance, and extrication rescue. The District encompasses all 
territory north of the Intracoastal W aterw ay in W ards one and two. The D istrict's firefighters are 
volunteers of the Four Corners Volunteer Fire Department. 

The financial statements of Fire Protection District N o. 11 of the Parish of St. M ary have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing govern mental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

The more significant of the District's accounting policies are described below . 

A . Reporting Entity 

In evaluating how to define the governmental unit, for financial reporting purposes, consideration 
has been given to the follow ing criteria as set forth in GAAP: 

a . Financialbenefit or burden 

b. Appointment of a voting majority 
c. Imposition of w ill 
d. Fiscally dependent 

Based upon the above criteria, the District is a component unit and integral part of St. M ary 
Parish Council (the primary government). 

These financial statements include only the operations of the D istrict 

B . Fund A ccounting 

The District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 



NOTE I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTI (continued) 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, 
on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 
assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
expendable available financial resources. 

Funds are classified into three categories: governm ental, proprietary and fiduciary. Each 
category , in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". 

The District's current operations require only the use of two funds, the general fund and the debt 
service fund. 

Governm ental Funds 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the District (special revenue fund at the Parish 
oversight level). It is used to account for all financial resources, except those required to be 
accounted for in other funds. 

D ebt Service Fund 
The Debt Serv ice Fund is used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and the payment 
of, general long-term debt principal, interest, and related costs. The D istrict has one debt service 
fund, which due to the tim ing of debt serv ice paym ents had no assets or liabilities at year end. 

C. Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm enl applied to a fund is determined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources 
m easurem ent focus. W ith Ibis measurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities 
generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases 

(i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing 
uses) in net current assets. 

The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental fund lypes. Under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., 
when they become both measurable and available). "M easurable" means the amount of the 
transaction can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities & the current period. The follow ing is a summ ary  
of how the District accounts for its major sources of revenues and expenditures: 
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NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes (which are based on population and homesteads in the District) are recorded in 
the year the taxes are assessed. 

Allocations from St. M ary Parish Council are recorded when the revenue has been collected by 
the tax collector and the Council has allocated the funds to the District. 

Interest incom e on investments is recorded when the interest portion of the investment has 
matured and is available to the District. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred, except principal and interest on general long-term debt which is 
not recognized until due. 

O ther Financine Sources (Uses 

Transfers between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing 
sources (uses). 

D . Budgets 

Budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. An 
annual budget is adopted for the general fund. This budget is a nonappropriated budget, which is 
approved by the Board of Commissioners in a manner authorized by statute. Encumbrances are 
not recorded by the District. Budgets are am ended when needed upon approval by the Board. 

E. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

The District is permitted by law to invest its fu nds in certain banks and other financial institutions 
located w ithin the state. They m ay also invest in certain governm ent backed securities. 

For financial statem ent purposes, cash and cash equivalents include dem and deposits, certificates 
of deposit, and m oney market accounts. 

Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, which approximates m arket 



NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

F. Fixed Assets 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or construct them. Instead, 
capital acquisitions are reflected as expenditures in governmental funds, and the related assets are 
reported in the general fixed assets account group. Purchased fixed assets are valued at 
acquisition cost. D onated fixed assets are valued at estimated fair m arket value at the date of 
their donation. 

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or materially 
extend asset lives are not capitalized. 

G . Long-Term Obligations 

Long-term debt is recognized as a liability of a governmental fund when due, or when resources 
have been accumulated in the debt service fu nd for payment early in the following year. For other 
long-term obligations, only that portion expected to be financed from expendable available 
financial resources is reported as a fu nd liability of a governmental fund. The rem aining portion 
of such obligations is reported in the general long-term debt account group. 

H . Interfund Transactions 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues, expenditures or expenses. 
Transactions that constitute reimbursem ents to a fu nd for expenditures/expenses initially made 
from it that are properly applicable to another fund, are recorded as expenditures/expenses in the 
reimbursing fund and as reductions of expenditures/expenses in the fund that is reimbursed. 

All other interfund transactions, except quasi-external transactions and reimbursements, are 
reported as transfers. Nonrecurring or nonroutine permanent transfers of equity arc reported as 
residual equity transfers. All other interfu nd lransfers are reported as operating transfers 

1. M em orandum Only - Total Columns 

Total columns oll the financial statem ents are captioned "memorandum only" to indicate that they 
are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in these colum ns do not present financial 
position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. N either are such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund 
elim inations bare not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



N OTE 2 - ASH AND CASH EOUIVALENT 

At year end, the carrying am ount of the District's cash and cash equivalents w as $74
,891 and the 

bank balance w as $77
,209. All of the bank balance w as covered by federal depository insurance 

N OTE 3 - TA XES 

N OTE 4 - FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary  of the General Fixed Assets at September 30
, 1999 are as follow s 

Equipm ent 
Vehicles 
Building 

Total 

Balance 
9/30/98 Additions D eletions 

$88,610 
.590,306 
105,930 

$784.846 

$21,529 
27,467 

$48.99(~ 

Balance 
9/30/99 

$110,139 
617,773 
105,930 

Fixed assets include fire trucks and fire fighting equipment donated by the Four Corner
s 

Volunteer Fire D epartment in 1992 totaling $142
,15(I. 

N O TE 5 - LON G-TERM  DEBT 

Tile follow ing is a summary  of changes in the District's long-term debt account group 

Bonds payable September 30, 1998 

Retirem ents 

Bonds payable September 30
, 1999 

10- 

$135.000 

(65,000) 

$~  



NOTE 5 - LONG-TERM DEBT (continued) 

Bonds payable at September 30, 1999 are com prised of the follow ing 

$500,000 Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 1990, 
due in annual installments of $40,000 to $70,000 
through M arch 1, 2000, interest ranging from 7.1%  
to 7.75% ; payable from excess revenues w hich include 
ad valorem taxes. 

Bonds payable at September 30, 1999 

The following is an approximation of future debt requirements at September 30, 1999 

Year 

2000 

Principal 

$ 70,000 

Interest 

$ 2,713 

Total 

$ 72,713 

The District is subject to certain affirmative and negative covenants pursuant to its bond 
agreements. These covenants include but are not lim ited to: 

1. Transferring of funds to pay debt service 

2. Preparation and adoption of budgets 

3. Preparation and independent audit of financial statem ents 

4. Restriction as to additional debt issuance 

5. Restriction as to investm ents 

N OTE 6 - PFN SION PLAN 

The District's employees are covered under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (Social 
Security). The District makes the required contributions to the fund and is not responsible for the 
benefits. 



N OTE 7 - LEA SES 

The District has no material long-term noncancelable lease commitments at September 30, 1999 

N OTE 8 - COM PEN SATION PAID COM M ISSION ERS 

The commissioners received the following per diems for the year ended September 30, 1999 

am  e 

Jam es Bodin 
M erker Broussard 
Anthony Jordon 
M arcel M arquette 
Pelerson M atthew s 
Edward Patrick 

N OTE 9 - RELA TED PARTY 

Amount 
$ 150 
360 
360 
270 
180 
180 

$1.50
_ ._ _

O0 

The Four Corners Volunteer Fire Department provides volunteer t2refighters for Fire Protection 
D istrict No. 11. The District is also a related party of the St. M ary Parish Council, the primary 
government. See Note 1 for fu rther explanation of this relationship. The Council allocated 
approximately $31,200 in funds to the District during the year ended September 30, 1999. 

NOTE 10 - CON CENTRATIONS 

The majority of the District's revenues come from property tax revenue. The property taxes 
collected during 1999 accounted for approxim ately 79%  of total operating revenue. 

N OTE I 1 - RISK M ANAGEM ENT 

The District is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft, or damage to assets, errors 

and omissions, injuries to employees and natural disasters. The District has purchased commercial 
insurance to protect against loss from substantially all of these perils. 

There were no significant reductions in insurance coverages from prior years 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORM ATION REQUIRED BY 
G OV ERN M ENTAL ACCOU N TIN G STAND ARD S BO ARD 



 

Fire Protection D istrict N o. 11 
O f the Parish of St. M ary, State of Louisiana 

Year 2000 Inform ation 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronics data processing system s and 
other electronic equipment that may adversely affect the D istrict's operations as early as 1999. 

The District does not utilize any computer equipm ent 

The D istrict has not inventoried other electronic equipm ent that may be affected by the Year 2000 
issue and that are necessary to conducting District operations. It is unknown as of September 30, 
1999 w hat effects, if any, failing to rem ediate any such system s will have upon D istrict operations. 
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COM PLIANCE AN D 1NTERN AL CON TROL SECT1ON 



P ]TTS ~: M ATT]~ 
a corporation of 

certified public accountants 

REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AN D ON INTERN AL CONTRO L OVER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl., STATEM ENTS PERFO RM F.D IN 

ACCO RDA NCE W lTIt GO V ERN M ENT AU D ITIN G STAN DA RD S 

Board of Com missioners 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 11 
O f the Parish of St. M ary 
State of Louisiana 
Jeanerette, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of Fire Protection District No. 1 I, a 
com ponent unit of St. M ary  Parish, as of and for the year ended September 30, 1999, and have 
issued our report thereon dated D ecember 2, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
G overnm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether Fire Protection D istrict N o. 11 's general 
purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its 
com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants

, noncom pliance w ith 
which could have a direct and m alerial effect on the determination of financial Stalemenl amounls

. 

Itowever, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an ohjective of our 
audit and accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Govern ment Auditb~  
Standards. 

A similar report issued by us dated December 
reported no instances of noncom pliance requ 
Standards. 

Financial Reoortin 

15, 1998 for the year ended September 30, 1998 

ted to be reported under Government Audi~  

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered Fire Protection District N o
. 1 l's internal 

control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the pro pose of 
expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance 
on the internal control over financ a report ,̀g ltow ever

, we noted a certain m atter involving the 
it~ternal ex̀,t~.tt,,31 over finaucial reportiug and its opclation that we consider it', be a rcpt~ltablc 
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condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters coming to our attention relating to significant 
deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our 

judgment could adversely affect Fire Protection District No. 1 l's ability to record, process, 
sum marize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of managem ent in the general 
purpose financial statements. This item is discussed in the accompanying material w eaknesses 
section of this report. 

A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal 
control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in 
am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being 
audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by employees in the norm al course 
of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that might be reportable 
conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses. H ow ever, w e consider the reportable condition m entioned 
above to be a material weakness. 

A similar report issued by us dated December 15, 1998 for the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 
contained one m aterial w eakness in internal accounting control. A similar comm ent is repeated 
this year. 

This report is- intended for the inform ation of the m anagement of the District, the Legislative 
Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and the finance comm ittee of the St. M ary Parish Council. 
However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

D ecember 2, 1999 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UNTAN TS 
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M ATER1AL W EAKN ESS 



ITEM  N O . 99-1 

Segregation of D uties 

Auditors' Com m ents 

Condilion: W hile perform ing audit tests and inquiring about internal control, w e discovered that 
there is very little segregation of duties w ithin the D istrict's accounting function. 

Criteria: Ordinarily, the accounting duties performed in an organization are segregated to reduce 
possible errors or irregularities that could occur in the accounting records and not be detected. 

Effect: Lack of segregation of duties results in a m aterial weakness in internal accounting 
controls. 

Cause: The D istrict has lim ited personnel 

M anauem ent's Com m en 

Our board has discussed this m atter and w e feel that any im provement in controls gained by hiring 
additional personnel would be outweighed by the costs associated with the additional personnel. 
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SUM M ARY OF PRIOR YEAR FIND INGS AND RELATED CORRECTIVE ACTION 
PREPARE D BY ST. M ARY PARISH FIRE  PROTECTION D ISTRI CT N O . 11 

M aterial W eakness 

Item  N o. 98-1 

Condition: W hile performing audit tests and inquiring about internal control, our auditors 
discovered that there is very little segregation of duties with the District's accounting 
functions. 

Corrective Action: After discussion of this m atter, our board feels that any im provem ent in 
controls gained by hiring additional personnel would be outweighed by the costs associated 
w ith the additional personnel. 
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'

~our (~orners ~oiunfecr.~'lre ~ xllrfn~nf 

Decem ber 2, 1999 

~ 

.I'~  .~  }llJ)n~  J~. 11 
1205 BIG FOUR CORNERs ROAD 
JlfJUm ~ gl"llb Ia~ Y0544 

Dr. D aniel G . Kyle 
Office of Legislative Auditor 
State of Louisiana 
P.O . Box 94397 
Baton R ouge, LA . 70804-9397 

Dear M r. Kyle 

The St. M ary Parish Fire Protection District No. 11 respectfully submits the following 
corrective action plan for their year ended September 30, 1999. 

CO RR EC TIV E A C TIO N: 
Person Responsible: M arcel M arquette 

St. M ary  Parish Fire Protection D istrict 
886 Highway 318 
Jeanerette La. 70544 

Tim e for com pletion: September 30, 2000 

ITEM  O F INTERN A L CO NTRO L: RE: Ilem  99-1 
Segregation of D uties: W hile performing audit tests and inquiring about internal 
control, our auditors discovered that there is very little segregation of duties within the 
District's accounting system . 

Corrective Action: Our board has discussed this matter and w e feel that any 
im provements in controls gained by hiring additional personnel would be outweighed 
by the costs associated with the additional personnel. 

Merker Broussard 
Charim an 
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