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Zachary Taylor Parkw ay Com m ission 

J. Curtis Jelks Chairm an 
P. O . Box 46036 
Baton Rouae. Louisiana 70895 

Decem ber21,1999 

Ducote & Com pany 
Certified Public Accountants 
P. O . Box 309 
M arksville. Louisiana 71351 

LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Telephone (225) 293-8133 
Fax (225) 293-8133 

n connection with your com pilation of our financial statem ents as of June 30, 1999 and for the period then 
ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governm ent Audit Guide, we 
m ake the following representations to you. W e accept full responsibility for our com pliance with the following 
laws and regulations and the internal controls over com pliance with such laws and regulations. W e have 
evaluated our com pliance with the following laws and regulations prior to making these representations. 

These representations are based on the inform ation available to us as of Decem ber 20, 1999 

PUBLIC BID LAW  
It is true that we have com plied with the public bid taw, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable, the 
regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office. 

Yes[X] No [ ] 

CO DE O F ETHICS FO R PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLOYEES 
It is true that no em ployees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a service 
loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. 
Yes[X] No [ ] 

It is true that no m em ber of the im mediate fam ily of any m em ber of the governing authority, or the chief 
executive of the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by the governmental entity after April 1, 1980, 
under circum stances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes [X] No [ ] 



BUDGETING 
W e have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 
39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:43. 

Yes IX] No [ ] 

ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 
All non-exem pt government records are available as a public record and have been retained for at least three 
years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 
Yes IX] No [] 

W e have filed our annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92 as 
applicable. 

Yes [XJ No [ ] 

W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with LSA- RS 24:513 
Yes IX] No [ ] 

M EETINGS 
W e have com plied with the provisions of the O pen M eetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 through 42:12 
Yes [X] No [ ] 

DEBT 
It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake purchases in 
the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreem ents, without the 
approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana 
Constitution, Article Vl, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 47:1410.60. 
Yes [X] No [ ] 

ADVANCES AND BO NUSES 
It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation or Article VII 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 
Yes [X] No [ ] 

W e have disclosed to you at1 known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have m ade avairab(e to you docum entation relating to the 
foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any com m unications from regulatory agencies or other sources concerning any 
possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any com m unications received 
between the end of the period under exam ination and the issuance of this report. W e acknowledge our 
responsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance, which may occur subsequent to the issuance of 



D ucote ~ C om 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT 
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

M r. J. Curtis Jelks, Chairm an 
Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895 

W e have perform ed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governm ent Audit G uide and enum erated 
below, which were agreed to by the m anagem ent of The Zachary Taylor Parkway Comm ission and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating m anagem ent's assertions and 

the Zachary "rayior Parkway Commission's compliance with certain laws and regulations during the year 
ended June 30, 1999 included in the accom panying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon 
procedures engagem ent was perform ed in accordance with standards established by the Am edcan Institute 
of Cerfified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the 
specified users of the report. Consequently, we m ake no representation regarding the sufficiency of the 
proced ures describe below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other 
purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

1. Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding $15,000, or public works 
exceeding $100,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in accordance with LSA-RS 
38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

No expenditures were m ade during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999 for m aterials and supplies 
exceeding $15,000 or tor public works exceeding $100,O00. 

CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

2. Obtain from m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board m em ber as defined by 

LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board members and 
em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent provided us with a listing of board m embers. Q uestionnaires regarding related party 
interest were com pleted by each of the board m embers and their alternates. All responses indicated 
there were no related party transactions. 

3. Obtain from m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under exam inat~n 

The Com m ission had no em ployees during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999 

4. Determ ine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from m anagem ent in agreed- 
upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure 
(2) as immediate family members. 

This step is inapplicable as the Com m ission had no employees during the fiscal year ended June 30 
1999. as noted in Item 3 above. 

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Met~bers * Society of Louisiana 
Certified Public Accountants 

219 North Washington ~ Post Office Box 309 ~ MarhsoiUe, Louisiana 71351 ~ (318) 253-6501 ~ Fax (318) 253-0721 



BUDGETING 

5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents. 

Managem ent provided us with a copy of the original budget. 

6, Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the m inute book, 

W e traced the adoption of the original budget to the m inutes of a m eeting held on March 8, 1998, 
which indicated that the budget had been adopted by a unanim ous vote of the m embers of the 
board. 

7. Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to 
determine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted am ounts by m ore than 5% . 

W e compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures. Actual revenues and expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeted am ounts by 
m ore than 5% . 

ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 

8. Random ly select 6 disbursem ents m ade during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

W e exam ined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected disbursem ents and 
found that paym ent was for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee; 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account; and 

All six of the paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

(c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting each of the six selected disbursem ents indicated 
approvals from the chairm an of the Board and/or another officer or member of the Board. 

M EETINGS 

9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or 
advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12. 

The Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission is only required to post a notice of each meeting and the 
accompanying agenda on lhe door of the Comm ission's office faeJlify, M anagem ent has asserted to 
us that such notices are properly posted. The files indicated that such notices and agendas are 
mailed to each of the m em bers approxim ately 30 days in advance. 



DEBT 

10. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determine whether any such deposits 
appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

W e inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under exam ination and noted no 
deposits which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

ADVANCES AND BONUSES 

11. Exam ine payroll records for the year to determ ine whether any paym ents have been m ade to employees 
which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

This step is inapplicable as the Com m ission had no employees during the fiscal year ended June 30 
1999. as noted in Item 3 above. 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on managem ent's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Had we perform ed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have com e to our attention that would been 
reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission and the 
Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have not agreed to the 
procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their purposes. However, this 
report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

DUCOTE & CO M P 
Certified Public Accountants 
M arksville, Louisiana 
Decem ber 21. 1999 
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NDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS'COM PILATiON REPORT 

M r. J. Curtis Jelks, Chairman 
Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

W e have com piled the accompanying balance sheet ot the Zachary Taylor Parkway Com mission as of June 
30, 1999 and the related statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance, for the year 
then ended, in accordance with Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the 
Am erican Inst}tute of Cedif}ed Public Accountants. 

A compilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statem ents inform ation that is the representation 
of m anagem ent. W e have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statem ents and, accordingly, 
do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

DUCOTE & COM PANY 
Certified Public Accountants 
M arksville, Louisiana 
December 21. 1999 

A.zerican Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Members , Society of Louisiana C
ertified Public Accountants 

219 North Washington ~ Post Office Box 309 ~ Marksuilte, Louisiana 71351 ~ (318) 253 6501 ~ Fax (318) 253-0721 



ZACHARY TAYLOR PARKW AY COM M ISSION 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 
Com bined Balance Sheet 

June 30, 1999 

Assets 
Cash 
Machinery and equipm ent 

Governm ental Account Group Totals 
Fund General 

General Fund Fixed Assets 

$103,349 
0 

$ 0 
5,469 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$103,349 
5,469 

Total Assets and Other Debits $103~ ,9 $ 5.~  $~  

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 

Equity and Other Credits: 

Investm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund Balance: 
Unreserved and undesignated 

Total Equity and Other Credits 

$ 1,891 0 $ 1,891 

0 5.469 

101,458 

101,458 

Total Liabilities, Equity, and Other Credits $ 103,3~,9 

0 

5,469 

See accountants' com pilation report and the accompanying notes 

5.469 

101,458 

106,927 



REVENUES 

ZACHARY TAYLOR PARKW AY COMM ISSION 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND-GENERAL FUND 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
Year Ended June 30,1999 

Intergovernm ental Revenues 
State appropriation 

nterest earnings 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Education and prom otion 
Adm inistrative services 
Legal services 
Capital expenditure 
O ther 

Total Expenditures 

EXCESS(DEFICIENCY)OF 
REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANCE, END O F YEAR 

$ 80,OOO 
0 

80,000 

75,000 
10,000 
15,000 
3,000 
11,200 

114,200 

(34,200) 

57~418 

$ 80,000 
1,552 

81,552 

25,491 
8,078 
3,591 

352 

37,512 

44,040 

57,418 

~101.45~ 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ o 
1,552 

1,552 

49,509 
1,922 
11,409 
3,000 

1~848 

76,688 

78,240 

~L. 8Z~2~  

See accountants' com pilation report and the accom panying notes 



INTRODUCTION 

ZACHARY TAYLOR PARKW AY COM M ISSION 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1999 

The Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission was created by Act No. 288 of the State of Louisiana Legislature 
on June 11, 1992. The purpose of the Com m ission is to serve as the managing agency of the Zachary 
Taylor Parkway District and to be the official repository for inform ation relating to and about the promotion 
and public education of the planning and designing of the Zachary Taylor Parkway. The district comprises 
the geographical territory of the parishes of Avoyelles, East Feliciana, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, St. Helena, 
W ashington, W est Feliciana, and that portion of Tangipahoa which lies north of Louisiana Highway 40. 

The Com m ission is com posed of m em bers from each of the parishes which com prise the district. Each 
parish also has an alternate m em ber appointed to the Com m ission who is allowed to vote in the absence of 
the appointed m ember. Mem bers to the Com m ission are appointed by the govern ing body of the parish they 
represent and are required to be a registered voter and cannot be a m em ber of the parish's governing body. 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 
As an independent district created by the State of Louisiana, the Zachary Taylor Parkway 
Com m ission is considered to be a separate financial reporting entity. 3-he financial reporting entity 
consists of (a) the primary government, (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's 
financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 



NOTE 1 - SUM MARY OF 

ZACHARY TAYLOR PARKW AY COMMISSION 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (continued) 
June 30,1999 

B. REPORTING ENTITY (continued) 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which component units should be considered pad of Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the 
reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining financial accountability. This Criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 
a. The ability of the Com mission to im pose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial burdens on the 
Com m ission. 

2. Organizations for which the Commission does not appoint a voting majority but are 
fiscally dependent on the Com m ission. 

3. O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be m isleading if 
data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

The Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission is an independent district, created by State Statute, 
covering an eight pariah territory. The members to the Com m ission are appointed by the governing 
authority of the parish they represent and each of the parishes in the District appoint one mem ber 
and one alternate m em ber to the Com m ission. However, no parish authority exercises control over 
the Com m ission, nor is the Com m ission fiscally dependent on any parish authority. Based on the 
above criterion, the Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission was determ ined not to be a com ponent 
unit of any organization or to be the oversight entity for any com ponent unit. The accom panying 
financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the Zachary Taylor 
Parkway Com m ission. 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The Com m ission uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of 
its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govern m ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

3.0 



NOTE 1 - SUM MARY 

ZACHARY TAYLO R PARKW AY CO M M ISSIO N 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (continued) 
June 30. 1999 

D. BASIS OF ACCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent 
focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus. 
W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balance sheet. The operating statem ent presents increases and decreases in net current assets. 
The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the General Fund. The General Fund uses the 
following practices in recording revenues and expenditures. 

REVENUES 

Revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current 
assets. 

EXPENDITURES 

Expenditures are recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUDGETS 

In accordance with Louisiana R. S. 39:1302, the Zachary Taylor Parkway Com m ission is a political 
subdivision within the m eaning of the Louisiana Governm ent Budget Act. However, since the total 
proposed expenditures for the fiscal year are below $250,000, the Commission is not subject to the 
public participation laws with respect to the adoption of its annual operating budget. The Com m ission 
form ally adopted its budget for the June 30, 1999 fiscal year by resolution at its M arch 8, 1998 
m eeting. 

F. TOTAL CO LUM N ON CO M BINED STATEM ENTS 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ents are captioned M em orandum O nly to indicate that they 
are presented only 1o facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial 
position, results of opera tions, or changes in financial position in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations 
have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 
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ZACHARY TAYLO R PARKW AY CO M M ISSION 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (continued) 

June 30, 1999 

At year-end, June 30, 1999, cash consisted of deposits with banks, with a book value of $103,349 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balance) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by 
the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 
all times equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the 
pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parities. 

At June 30, 1999 the district had $103,882 in deposits (collected bank balances) of which $102,500 was 
covered by Federal Depository Insurance and the rem ainder was uninsured and uncollateralized. 

The changes in general fixed assets follows: 
Balance 
July 1, 
1998 

M achinery & equipm ent 

Total General Fixed Assets 

NOTE 4 - 

$ 5,469 $ -0- $ -0- 

$A ,4~ 9 $ -0- $ -0- 

Balance 
June 30, 
1999 

$ 5,469 

IL,5,~ 9 

O n August 16, 1996, the Com m ission entered into a one year contract with the Zachary Taylor Parkway 
Association for managem ent services. This contract was renewed in August 1999 and expires August 16, 
2000; however, it autom atically renews on a m onth to m onth basis unless either party gives 30 day w ritten 
notice to cancel the contract. The Zachary Taylor Parkway Association is a nonprofit corporation, whose 
prim ary purpose is the gathering and dissem inating inform ation relative to the improvem ent of highway 
transportation along the LA Highway 1 - LA Highway 10 corridor. The contract provides that the Association 
provide the Commission with administrative and management services for a fee of $600 per month plus 
certain expenses. Also, the contact is subject to termination if at any time the non-availability of funds 
precludes paym ent to be m ade in accordance with contract provisions. 

O n August 16, 1996, the Com m ission entered into a contract for legal services with Ellis C. M agee, Attorney 
at Law. The contract expires on August 15, 2000, but may be terminated by either party with a thirty-day 
notice. The contract provides a billing rate of $50 per hour plus reasonable and necessary out of pocket 
costs; however the total of all sums paid will not exceed $8,500 for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999 and 
$15,000 for the subsequent fiscal years. 

On February 17, 1997, the Com m ission entered into a contract for promotion and public relations with East 
Advertising and Public Relations, Inc.. The original contract expired June 30, 1997, but was extended 
through Decem ber 31, 1997 with provisions for annual extensions through Decem ber of each year. It 
currently expires Decem ber 31, 1999. 

12 



NO TE 4 - 

ZACHARY TAYLOR PARKW AY COM M ISSION 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (continued) 
June 30, 1999 

O n April 1, 1999, the Com m ission entered into a contract for a consulting engineer with Neil L. W agoner, 
P.E. The contract expires on June 30, 2000, unless term inated sooner by either party giving 30 day written 
notice to the other party prior to the date of termination. The contract provides for payment of a fee of $350 
per m onth, plus expenses incurred in connection with out-of-state travel as authorized by the Chairman. 
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