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828 202 S. IRMA BLVD. 
GONZALF~ . I_OUISIANA 70737 

~  
M ARILYN M . LAM BERT 

ASCENSION PARISH COURT JUDGE 

December 4 , 1999 

Office of the Legislative Auditor 
Attention : Ms. Dorothy Milner 
P . O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge , Louisiana 70804-9397 

Dear Ms . M ilner : 

PHONE (504) 621-8500 
FAX (504) 647-9975 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 25:514 , 

enclosed are the general purpose financial statements with 

supplemental schedules for the Ascension Parish Court 

Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended June 30, 

1999 . The report includes all funds under the control and 

authority of the Parish Court . The accompanying financial 

statements have been prepared in accordance with generally 

accepted accounting principles. 

Enclosure 

ert 
Judge, Ascension Parish Court 



ASCENSION PAR ISH COURT 
JU DICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

Gonzales, Louisiana 

GENERA L PURPOSE FINANCIA L STATEMENTS 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR EN DED JUNE 30 , 1999 

Required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514 to 
be filed wlth the office of Legislative Auditor 
within 90 days after the close of the fiscal year. 

A FFIDAV IT 

Personally came and appeared before the undersigned authority , 

Marilyn Lambert , Judqe of Ascension Parish Court , who duly 

sworn , deposes and says that the financial statements herewith 

given present fairly the financial position of the Ascension 

Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund as of June 30, 1999, and 

the results of operations for the year then ended , in 

accordance with the basis of accounting described within the 

accompanying financial statements . 

MAR ILYN LAMBERT , J
~
UD~ / 

ASCENSION PARISH COURT 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 

December 1999 . 

NOTARY PU BLIC 

Ch ief Executive officer 

Address 

Telephone No . 

day of 



llubert J. Kenm., CA~A 
Brent J. hambert, CPA 

K ernan & Lam bert 
Certified Public Accountants 

A Professional Corporation 

8989 Interline Avenue, Suite A 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

(22I) 923-1129 

IN DEPENDENT AU DITORS ' REPORT 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert , Judge 
Ascension Parish Court Judicial 
Expense Fund 

828-209 South Irma Blvd . 
Gonzales, Louisiana 70737 

M ember~ 
American Institute 

Cerllfled Public/~ccoti.tants 
Society of l~ulslana 

Certified Public Accotlnta.ls 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION , JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
FUND as of June 30, 1999, and for the year then ended , as listed 
in the table of contents. These general purpose financial 
statements are the responsibility of the management of the PARISH 
OF ASCENSION , JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements 
based on our audit . 
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The Honorable Marilyn Lambert , Judge 
Ascension Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 

Page 2 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have 
also issued a report dated December 4, 1999 on our consideration 
of the PARISH COURT for the PAR ISH OF ASCENSION , JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
FUND 'S internal control structure and a report dated December 4, 
1999 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

e 
e 
f 
h 

Baton Rouge , Louisiana 
December 4 , 1999 
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PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

EXHIBIT A 

COM BINED BA LANCE SHEET - A LL FUND TYPES AND A CCOUNT GROU PS 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

A SSETS 

Cash 
Revenues Receivable 

Fines and forfeitures 
Prepaid expense 
office furniture and 
fixtures 

Equipment 

GENERAL 
_ FUND 

GENERA L FIXED 
ASSETS 

ACCOUNT GROU~ 

$ 106,360 $ 

14 ,299 
404 

110 ,461 
48 ,546 

TOTA LS 

(Memorandum 
Only ) 

$ 106,360 

14 ,299 
404 

110 ,461 
48 ,546 

TOTAL ASSETS $ 121,063 $ 159,007 $ 280,070 

LIA BILIT IES AN D 
FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable $ 3,018 
Due to litter program 18,700 
Payroll taxes payable __  42~ 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 22,142 $ 

Fund equity : 
. 

Investment In general 
fixed assets 

Fund balance - 
undesignated 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY 

$ 

98 ,923 

98 ,923 

$ 159,007 

159 ,007 

$ 3,018 
18 ,700 

422 

$ 22,140 

$ 159,007 

98 ,923 

257 ,930 

TOTA L LIABILIT IES 
AND FUND EQUITY $ 121,063 $ 159,007 $ 280,070 

SEE A CCOUNTANT 'S REPORT ATTACHED 
THE ACCOM PAN YING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRA L PART OF TH IS STATEMENT 

- 5- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIA L EXPENSE FUN D 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

EXHIBIT B 

COM BINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES , EXPENDITURES AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BA LANCES 

A LL GOV ERNM ENTA L FUND TYPES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1999 

REVENUES : 
Fines and forfeitures 
Interest earned 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES : 
Ad-hoc Judge expense 
Salaries 
Automobile 
Conference, seminars and meetings 
Equipment purchases 
Furniture and fixtures 
office supplies and expenses 
Other 
Professional services 
Retirement expense - employees 
In surance 
Taxes 
Utilities and telephone 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURES OVER REVENUES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEG INNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALA NCE AT END OF YEAR 

GENERA L 

FUND (I) 

$ 158,019 
1 ,675 

159 ,694 

5 ,095 
8 ~543 

$ 123,688 

36 ,006 

62 ,9 17 

$ 98,923 

SEE ACCOUNTANT 'S REPORT ATTACHED 
(I) THE GENERAL FUND IS THE ONLY FUND PRESENTLY REQUIRED 

TO BE MA INTA INED 
THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRA l, PART OF THIS STATEMENT 

- 6- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1999 

i . SUMMA RY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNT ING POLICIES 

The Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension was established 
under the provision of Section 2563 of Title 13 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes. The boundaries of the court is 
the entire Parish of Ascension, including municipalities. 
The statute provides for establishment of a Judicial Expense 
Fund for the operation of the court from costs, not to exceed 
$5.00, ($15.00 effective 8/21/92) imposed on all pleas before 
the court . The Clerk of Court of Ascension Parish is 
designated custodian of the funds, which are to be disbursed 
only upon orders of the Judge of the parish court, for 
purposes related to the proper administratlon of the court . 
However, no salary shall be paid from the Judicial Expense 
Fund to the Judge, except to the Judge appointed temporarily 
under the provisions of Revised Statute 13:2563.9. This fund 
is in addition to other monies provided by law for such 
purposes. The Judge sh~ll be elected by the qualified 
electors of the Parish of Ascension . In prior years , an 
advance deposit fund for civil and criminal funds was 
maintained ; this function has been transferred to the Clerk 
of Court of Ascension Parish . 

A . BA SIS OF PRESENTAT ION - 
The accompanying financi 
Court for the Parish o 

B . 

d 
rin 

B) 
est 
inc 

al statements of the Parish 
f Ascension, Judicial Expense 
in conformity with generally 
ciples (GAAP) as appl~ed to 
The Governmental Accounting 
is the accepted standard- 

ablishing governmental and 
iples. 

For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with 
the National Council on Governmental Accounting 
Statement 3, the Parish Court for the Parish of 
Ascension Judicial Expense Fund is a part of the State 
of Louisiana judicial system. The accompanying 
financial statements pre~ent financial information 
only on the operation of the Judicial Expense Fund of 
the Ascension Parish Court, a component of the State 
of Louisiana judicial system. 

C . FUND A CCOUNT ING - 
The Judicial Expense Fund of the Ascension Parish 
Court is organized and operated on a fund basis 
whereby a separate self-balancing set of accounts 
(General Fund) is maintained that comprises its 
assets, liabilities, fund equity , revenues and 
expenditures . 

- 7- 
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PARIS}{ COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION 
JU DICIA L EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONT INUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

- TERM LIA BILITIES - 
The Judicial Expense Fund of the Ascension Parish 
Court has established detailed accounting records for 
its fixed assets. Fixed assets used in governmental 
fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account 
Group and are recorded as expenditures in the 
governmental fund types when purchased . No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets . 

There are no long-term liabilities at June 30, 1999. 

refers to when revenues and 
cognized in the accounts and 
nancial statements . Basis of 
to the timing of the measurements 
he measurement focus applied . 

The records of the Parish Court are maintained on a 
cash basis of accounting . However, the General Fund , 
as reported in the accompanying financial statements, 
was converted to a modified accrual basis of 
accounting utilizing the following practices: 

Revenues - 
Fines and forfeitures are recorded in the year they 
are collected by the sheriff and various 
municipalities. 

All other revenues are recorded when received . 

under the 
th e related 

U SE OF EST IMATES - 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles requires 
management to make estimates and assumptions that 
affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities 
and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at 
the date of the financial statements and the reported 
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting 
period . Actual results could differ from those 
estimates. 

- 8- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH O F A SCENSION 
JU DICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONT INUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

G . BUDGETARY PRACTICES - 
The Parish Court, Judicial Expense Fund did not adopt 
a budget for the General Fund for the year ended June 

30, 1999. The Criminal Court funds are "~udicial f
unds" and, therefore, not subject to provislons of 

the Local Government Budget Act . 

H . VACATION AND SICK LEAVE - 
The Parish Court does not have a formal vacation and 
sick leave policy . 

I . 

J . 

Cash represents 
deposits as o 
insured up to 
Insurance Corpo 

The total columns on the statements are captioned 
Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented 
only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns do not present financial position or results 
of operations in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data 
comparable to a consolidation . 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30 , 19 
Ascension , Judi 
equivalents (book 
in interest beari 

rish Court for the Parish of 
se Fund has cash and cash 
totaling $I06,360 all of which is 
eposits. 

At June 30, 1999 these deposits were secured from risk by 
$I00,000 of federal deposit insurance and $6,360 of pledged 
securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the 
fiscal agent bank . 

- 9- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (continued) 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, R .S. 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on 
the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged 
securities within i0 days of being notified by the Judiclal 
Expense Fund that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

3 . PENSION PLAN 

Substantially all employees of the Parish Court , Judicial 
Expense Fund are members of the Parochial Employees 
Retirement System of Louisiana (system), a multiple-employer 
(cost-sharing), defined benefit penslon plan administered by 
a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two 
distinct plans,

.
Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and 

benefit provlslons. All employees of the Judicial Expense 
Fund are members of Plan B . 

In any case , monthly retirement benefits paid under Plan B 
cannot exceed i00 percent of final-average salary . Final- 
average salary is the employee 's average salary over the 36 
consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of 
creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their 
employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above 
and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination . 
The System also provides death and disability benefits. 
Benefits are established by state statute. 

- i0- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF A SCENSION 
STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANC IAL STATEMENTS - CONT INUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

3. PENSION PLAN (continued) 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System . That report may be 
obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees ' Retirement 
System , Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898- 
4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Under Plan B, members are required by state 
contribute 2.0 percent of their annual covered 
excess of $1,200 and the Judicial Expense Fund is 
contribute at an actuarially determined rate . 
rate is 2.5 percent of annual covered payroll. 

Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one percent 
of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each 
parish , except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These 
tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based 
proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each 
plan . The contribution requirements of plan members and the 
Judicial Expense Fund are established and may be amended by 
state statute . As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
11:103, the employer contributions are determined by 
actuarial valuatlon and are subject to change each year based 
on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. 
The Judicial Expense Fund 's contributions to the System under 
Plan B for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998 and 1997 were 
$1,436, $1,326, and $622, respectively, which were equal to 
the required contributions for each year . 

4 . LITIGATION 

There is no litigation pending against the Parish Court . 

5 . LEASES 

- ii- 
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PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

6 . CHANGES IN GENERA L FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets is as follows: 

Office Furniture 
& fixtures 

Equipment 

TOTA LS 

7 . LITTER PROGRAM 

Balance Balance 
June 30 , June 30 , 

1998 Additions Deletions 1999 

$ 110,461 

38 ,546 

$ 149,007 

$ -0- 

I0 ,000 

$ i0,000 

$ -0- 

- 0- 

$ -0- 

$110,461 

48 ,546 

$159,007 

Due to litter program represents net funds owed to that 
program as of June 30, 1999. The program is being 
temporarily administered by the Judicial Expense Fund

, 
pending transfer of oversight to the Parish Government . A 
recap of funds received and disbursed for the litter program 
for the period ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1999

, is as 
follows : 

FYE June 30 . 

Revenues - fines 
Expenditures 
Excess of Revenues over Expenditures 

8 . FUND BALANCE - UNDESIGNATED 

Balance June 30, 1998 
Adjustment to reflect 

1998 
$ i4,420 

_ 6 ~6 980 
$ 7,440 

(before restatement) 
due to litter program 

1999 
$ 17,488 

6 ,228 
$ 11,260 

$ 70,358 
( 7,441) 

Balance June 30, 1998 (after restatement) $ 62,917 

- 12- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF ASCENSION 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED 
JUNE 30 , 1999 

9 . YEAR 2000 CONSIDERATION 

The origin of the Year 2000 problem is a result of additional 
expense and limited availability of memory that computer 
programmers were faced with when computers first originated . 
Programmers opted to abbreviate calendar years to digits 
which will become a problem on January i, 2000, when systems 
containing this two-digit code may interpret January I, 2000 
as January I, 1900. 

The Judicial Expense Fund may be adversely affected by the 
"Y2K" problem, as it is bein~ called, if its computer systems 
and other date-sensitive equlpment does not process data from 
and after January i, 2000. Because the likelihood that such 
a situation may occur is reasonably possible but an 
associated amount of loss is undeterminable, a contingent 
liability is not recorded in the accompanying financial 
st atem ents . 

I0 . R ELATED PARTY TRANSA CTIONS 

e 

s 

There were not related party transactions that would require 
disclosure as of June 30, 1999. 

11. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

There were no subsequent events that would have a significant 
impact on the accompanying financial statements. 

- 13- 



A SSETS 

PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF ASCENS ION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

COM PARAT IVE BA LANCE SHEET - GENERA L FUND 
JUNE 30 , 

Cash 
Revenues receivable 

Fines and forfeitures 
Prepaid expenses 

TOTA L ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Due to litter program 
Payroll taxes payable 

TOTA L LIABILIT IES 

Fund Equity : 
Fund balance - undesignated 

1999 

$ 106,360 

14 ,299 
404 

EXHIBIT C 

1998 

$ 52,940 

i7 ,578 
- 0- 

$ 121,063 $ 75,265 

$ 3,018 
i8 ,700 

422 

3 ,853 
7 ,441 
1 ,054 

22 ,140 12 ,348 

98 ,923 62 ,917 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $ 121,063 $ 75,265 

SEE ACCOUNTANT 'S REPORT ATTACHED 
THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRA L PART OF THIS STATEMENT 

- 14- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIA L EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU IS IANA 

COM PARAT IVE STATEMENT OF GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 
JUNE 30 , 

General fixed assets, at cost : 

office furniture and fixtures 
Equipment 

Total general fixed assets 

Investment in general fixed assets: 

Property acquired from 
general fund revenues 

1999 

$ 110,461 
48 ,546 

$ 159,007 

$ 159,007 

EXH IBIT D 

1998 

$ 110,461 
38 ,546 

$ 149,007 

$ 149,007 

SEE A CCOUNTANT IS REPORT ATTACHED 
THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT 

- 15- 



PAR ISH COURT FOR THE PAR ISH OF ASCENSION 
JU DICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATE OF LOU ISIANA 

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN 
GENERA L FIXED ASSETS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1999 

General fixed asset , 
beginning of year 

Additions: 
General fund revenues 

Deletions 
General fixed assets, 
end of year 

EXH IBIT E 

OFFICE 
FURN ITURE & 
FIXTURES EQUIPMENT TOTAL 

$ 110,461 $ 38,546 $ 149,007 

- 0- 

- 0- 

$ 110,461 

I0 ,000 i0 ,000 

- 0- -0- 

$ 48,546 $ 159,007 

SEE ACCOUNTANT 'S REPORT ATTACHED 
THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT 

- 16- 



Ilubert J, Keman, CPA 
Brcnt J. Lambert, CPA 

K ernan & Lam bert 
Certified Public Accountants 

A Profcssloual Corporatlo. 

8989 Interline Avenuc, Suitc A 
Baton tlouge, LA 70809 

(225) 923-1129 

M cnlbcrR 
Alnerlcan Institute 

Certified Public Accotmtant~ 
.Society of Loulslatm 

Ce rtified Public Accountants 

REPORT ON THE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BA SED ON AN AU DIT 
ON THE GENERA L PUR POSE FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN 
A CCOR DANCE W ITH GOV ERNM ENT AU DIT ING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert, Judge 
Ascension Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
828-209 South Irma Blvd . 
Gonzales, Louisiana 70737 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the PARISH COURT for the PAR ISH OF ASCENSION , JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
FUND as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999 , and have issued 
our report thereon dated December 4 , 1999 . We conducted our audit 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
general purpose financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement . 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose 
financial statements of the Ascension Parish Court, Judicial 
Expense Fund , for the year ended June 30, 1999 , we obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to 
the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of 
the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they 

- 17- 



Ascension Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
Page two 

ol risk in 
urpose of 
statements 
structu re . 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure 
that might be material weaknesses under standards established by 
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A 
material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation 
of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors and 
irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to 
the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no 
matters involving the internal control structure and its operation 
that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. 

We noted 
structure and 
management of 
in a separate 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and 
the cognizant audit agency , and other grantor agencies, and should 
not be used for any other purpose . This restriction is not 
intended to lim it the distribution of the report which , upon 
acceptance by the Parish Court is a matter of public record . 

Baton Rouge , Louisiana 
December 4 , 1999 

- 18- 



llubert J. Ker.an, CI'A 
~rc~l[ Ji l~mbert, CI'A 

K ernan & Lam bert 
Certified Public Accountants 

A l'rofcsslonal Corporatlo. 

8989 Interline Avcnuc, Suite A 
Baton l~ ugc, Idk 70809 

(22J) 923-1129 

M embers 
Am erican Institute 

Gertlfled }~bltc Accountants 
Society of lxJulslana 

C, erllfled Public AccountanlR 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS BASED ON 
AN AUDIT ON THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AU DITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert, Judge 
Ascension Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
828-209 South Irma Blvd . 
Gonzales , La . 70737 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the PAR ISH COURT for the PAR ISH OF A SCENSION , JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
FUND as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued 
our report thereon dated December 4, 1999 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards, Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States ; and the Louisiana 
Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana 
Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
applicable to the Judicial Expense Fund is the responsibility o 
the management of the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether th 
general purpose financial statements are free of materia 
misstatement , we performed tests of the JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND ' 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations 
contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of th 
general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinio 
on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly , 
we do not express such an opinion . 

The results of our tests indicate that , with respect to th 
items tested , the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND complied, in all material respects, with th 
provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph . With respec 
to items not tested , nothing eame to our attention that caused u 
to believe that the PARISH COURT for the PARIS}.{ OF ASCENSION 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND had not complied , in all material respects 
with those provisions. 

Baton Rouge , Louisiana 
Decemb er 4 , 1999 

- 19- 

e 

e 
t 
s 



lubcrt J. Kerr,an, CPA 
~tcut J. Lambert, CPA 

K ernan & Lam bert 
Certified Public Accountants 

A Professional C~)rporallon 

8989 Interline Avenue, Suite A 
Baton l~ uge, LA 70809 

(225) 923-1129 

MA NAGEMENT LETTER 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert , Judge 
Ascension Parish Court 
Judicial Expense Fund 
828-209 South Irma Blvd . 
Gonzales , La . 70737 

Dear Judge Lambert : 

sta 
for 
the 
not 

Litter Proaram revenues and exDenditures - 

Recommendation : 

M c,.I,er~ 
Am erica. Irlstlt tit e 

Certified Pobllc Accounta.ts 
Society of l~ulslalm 

Certified l~Jbllc A~cotmtards 

for the litter program are 
the sam e b ank account as the 
the Judicial Expense Fund . 

The revenues and expenditures of the Litter Program should be 
accounted for in a separate bank account . Also , we recommended 
that the supervision of this program be transferred to the General 
Parish Government . 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
December 4, 1999 
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SECTION I 

SECTION II 

ASCENSION PAR IS}{ COURT 
JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

SUMMA RY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FIN DINGS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1999 

INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MA TERIAL TO THE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

None reported 

INTERNA L CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE MA TER IAL TO FEDERAL 
AWARDS 

N/A 

SECTION III MANAGEMENT LETTER 

None reported 
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SECTION I 

SECT ION II 

ASCENSION PAR ISH COURT 
JU DICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

MANAGEMENT 'S CORRECTIVE A CTION PLAN 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1999 

INTERNA L CONTROL A ND COM PLIANCE MATERIA L TO THE 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

None Reported 

INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MA TERIAL TO FEDERAL 
AWARDS 

None Reported 

SECTION III MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Item : The reve 
program 
from th 
r e v e n u e s 

Expense 

~ecommendation : A separate bank account should be 
established to account for the revenues and 
expenditures of the litter program and 
supervision of the program should be 
transferred to Parish Government . 

~eply : Judge Lambert stated that a separate bank 
account would be established and that 
Parish Government officials would be 
consulted concerning supervision of this 
program . 
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