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Perrell Fuselier, City Judge 
City Court of O akdale, Louisiana 

M ay 4, 2000 

Independent Auditors' Report 

Associate: 
Carolyn N . Cral'l, CPA 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the City Judge, City 

Court of Oakdale and W ard 5 of Allen Parish, Louisian a (the Judge's Offi ce) a component unit of the City 
of O akdale, Louisiana as of an d for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. 
These general tm rpose statem ents are the responsibility of the Judge's Offi ce. O ur responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted the audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the United  States. Those standards require that we plan and perfonn the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporling the am ounts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing tbe accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statem ent prcsentalion. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above presents fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Judge's O ffi ce of D ecember 31, 199!), and the results of its 
operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principals. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, w e have also issued  mlr report dated M ay 4, 
2000, on our consideration of the Judge's O ffice's intern al control over financial reporting and our tests of 
its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts an d grants. 
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(Combined Statements - Overview) 

KN~GHT<>MASDEN ~ C.,~..aP,,H,c A 



A ssels 

CITY JUDGE 
CITY COURT OF OAK DALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIAN A 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisim/a 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Group 
D ecember 31, 1999 

Cash and cash equiwflents 
Fixed assets 

Total A ssets 

Liabilities and Fund Equity 

Liabililies 
Payroll taxes payable 

Accounts and note payable 
D ue to others 

A dvance cost,; 

Accrued absences 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity 
Contributed capital 

hw cstm cnt in general fixed 

assets 

Fund Balance 

Unreserved-undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

Govenlm ental 

Fund _q~y_pe 

General 

Fund 

$ 76,992 

Fiduciary 

Fund Type 

Agency 

Fund 

$ 4,117 

Account 

Grou_ p__ 
General 
Fixed 

Assets 

$ 
97,491 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 81,109 
97,491 

$ 76,992 $ 4,117 $ 97,491 $ 178,600 

$ 307 
7,333 

1,269 

$ 8,909 

$ 2,672 

65,411 

68,083 

Total Liabilities and Ftmd Equity $ 76,992 

The accom pmlying notes are all integral 
part of the financial statem ents. 

3 

$ 

1,370 

2,747 

$ 4,117 

$ 4,117 

$ 

97,491 

!)7,491 

$ 97,491 

$ 307 
7,333 

1,370 

2,747 

1,269 

$ 13,026 

2,672 

97,491 

65,411 

165,574 

$ 178,600 
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CITY JUDGE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKDALE AN D 

W ARD 5 OF A LLEN PARISH, LOUISIAN A 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Governm ental Fund Type 
For the Tw elve M onths Ended December 31, 1999 

Revenues 

Court costs 

Allen Parish Police Jury gam ing revenue 

Other incom e 

Grant 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 

General Governm ent 

O ffice expense 

Salaries, payroll taxes and benefits 

O perating services 

Professional fees 

Travel and sem inar 

Capital outlay 

Repairs and m aintenance 
Telephone 

Total Expenditures 

Excess of Revenues O ver Expenditures 

Fund Balance, Jam mry 1, 1999 

Fund Balance, D ecem ber 31, 1999 

$ 86,108 
20,000 

23,362 

39,004 

168,474 

29,092 

71,825 
14,779 

25,402 

6,798 
8,906 

3,833 

7,368 

168,003 

471 

64,940 

$ 65,411 
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CITY JU DGE 
CITY COURT OF OAKDALE AN D 

W AR D 5 OF A LLEN PAR ISH , LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent U nit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

N ote 1 - Stmnnary of Significant Accounting Policies 

Ti~e City Judge, City Court of Oakdale and W ard 5 of A llen Parish, Louisiana a com ponent unit of 
the City of O akdale, Louisiana, w as established by Louisiana Revised Stature 13:2485. Its territorial 

jurisdiction extends throughout W ard 5 of Allen Parish in which the City of Oakdale is located. The 
Judge's Offi ce is composed of a city judge (elected), a ward marshal (elected) and a city clerk I.appointed 
by the city judge). The city judge in all criminal matters including traffic violations assesses Court costs. 
These costs are utilized in operation of the Judge's Office. Costs are deposited into separate special 

accounts for the ward marshal and the city judge. 

Tile accom panying statem ents of the City Judge, City Court of Oakdale and W ard 5 of Allen Parish 

Louisiana (Judge's Offi ce) have been prepared in confomlity with generally accepted accounting, principles 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Stan dards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies an d practices of l~ae Judge's 

A. Financial Reporthzg Entity 

For financial reporting puq~oses the Judge's Offi ce is a com ponent unit of the City oi" O akdale, 
Louisiana (the City), the governing body of the City. The accompanying financial statements present 
infonnation only on the funds and account groups m aintained by the Judge's Offi ce and do ~ot present 
inform ation on the City and the goverrunental services provided by it. 

B. Fund Accounting 

The Judge's O ffice uses funds and account groups to report on the financial position and results of 
operalions. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent 
by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. In this financial 
statem ent, funds are classified into two categories: governm ental and fiduciary . Each category, in turn , is 
divided into separale "fund types". The fund classifications and a description of the existing fund type 
follow : 



 

CITY JUDGE 
CITY COUR T OF OAKDALE AND 

W ARY) 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

N ote 1 - Sum m ary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued 

Govem m enlal fu nds are used to account for all or m ost of a governm ent's general activities, 

including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies (Special Revenue Funds). The general 
fund is used to account for all activities of the general governm ent not accounted for in som e other fund. 

Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other 
goverfim ents, or on behalf of other funds within the governm ent. The fiduciary fund used by the Judge's 
O ffice consists of three agency funds: Fines and Restitution, Civil Fee Fund, Cash Bond Fund. Agency 
funds ~are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of 
operation. 

An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
finan6ial resources. An account group is conceru ed only with the m easurem ent of financial position and is 
not i#volved  w ith m easurem en'L of results of operations. The only account group presently used by the 
Judge',s Office is that for general fixed assets. 

15'. Bagis of Accounting 

A ll goveru m cntal funds an d agency funds are accounted for using the m odified accru al basis of 
accounting. Their re, venues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net cmTent 
assets. Penalties, fines, and m iscellaneous revenues are recorded when received in cash because they are 
generally not m easurable until actually received , lntergovernm enlal revenue and interest incom e is accrued 
when lheir receipt occurs soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both m easurable 
and available. Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified  accrual basis of accounting w hen 
the related fire d liability is incurred. A n exeepfion to this general rule is principal and interest on general 
long-term  debt which is recognized when due. 

D . Budgets 

The Judge',; Office does not adopt a budget for any of its ~nds and is nol required 1o by stale law. 

E. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the 
General Fixed A ssels Account Group, and they are recorded as expenditures in the governm ental fund type 
when'purchased. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. Fixed assets are recorded at 
historical cost. 
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CITY JUDGE 
CITY COURT OF OAK DALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent U nit of the City of O akdale, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

N ote 1 - Sum naary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued 

F. Total Column on Com bined Statements - Overview 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ents - overview is captioned "M em orandum  Only" to 
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this colum n does not present 
financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. N eiflmr is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfnnd elim inations 
have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

G. Advance Cost 

Advance cost represents m oney received in connection w ith civil suits. The plaintiff of each civil 

suit is required to m ake an advance paym ent to cover the cost incurred by the court in processing the suit. 
These cash advances rem ain in the advance cost account until they are earned by the court, at which tim e 
they are disbursed to the proper entities, or until the case has been dism issed and the rem aining anaount is 
refunded. 

IL Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes am ounls in dem and deposits and cash equivalents include investm ents with a m aturity 
date of ninety-one days or less. 

1. Encumbrances 

The Judge's: O ffi ce does not use encum brance accounting or reporting. 

N ote 2 - Judge's O ftice Operation 

Fines collected by the Judge's Off~ce are required to be rem itted to the City of Oakdale, w hen 
prosecutions is on behalf of the City, to the A llen parish Police Jury when the prosecution is on bebalf of 
Ibe state or paris]) and to other various state agencies as required by law. Article 895.1 allows tim Judge's 
O ffice to kcep a portion of fines collected to defray operation of the Judge's Office. 

Court costs are assessed by the City Judge in both crim inal and civil cases under the authority of 

Louisian a Revised Statures 13:1891 and 13:1899. Costs collected in criminal eases (including traffic 
violations) are used to pay the operational expenses of the Judge's Office. The Judge receives no fees in 
crim inal m atters, including peace bonds. Court costs collected in civil cases are paid to the City Judge, the 
City M arshal and other agencies. 
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CITY JU D GE 
CITY COURT OF OA KDALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF A LLEN PARISH, LOUISIANA 
A Component Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

N ote 2 Judge's Office Operation, Continued 

The Police Jury of A llen Parish provides tile Court funds from its gam ing fund quarterly. This 
incom e is for general operations and is divided seventy-five percent to the Court and twenty-five percent to 
the W ard M arshal. 

The City of Oakdale and the Police Jury of Alien Parish pay salary paym ents directly to the city 
Judge and the city Court Clerk. The Judge's O ffice supplem ents the City Court Clerk's salary . The 
Judge's O ffice is provided office space by the City of Oakdale without charge. 

N ote 3 - Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Under state law , the Judge's O ffi ce m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent hank organized under the 
laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. 
The Judge's O ffice m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury  notes, or certificates and tim e deposits of 
state banks organized under Louisiana Law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

At Decem ber 31, 1999, the Judge's Offi ce had cash and cash equivalents totaling $81,109 as follows 

$ 77,109 
4,o0o 

$ 81,10_99 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 

$92,1~  
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CITY JUDGE 
CITY COU RT OF OAKDALE AND  

W A RD 5 OF A LLEN PAR/SH, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31.1999 

N ote 4 - Changes in G eneral Fixed A ssets 

The changes in general fixed assets follow s 

M achinery and equipm ent 

Furn iture and fixlurcs 

Total 

Balance 

January 1, 1999 Additions D eductions 

80,831 $ 8,906 $ 
7,754 

88,585 

N ote 5 - Retirem enl Com m itm ents 

Louisiana State Employees' Retirem ent System 

$ 8,906 $ 

Balance 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

89,737 

7,754 

97,491 

On behalf of the Judge, the Judge's O ffi ce contributes to the Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent 

System (the system), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public employee retirement system (PERS), 
controlled and adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. All state em ployees except certain classes 
excluded by stature becom e m em bers of the System as a condition of em ploym ent unless they elect to 
continue as a contributing m em ber in any other retirem ent system for which they are eligible for 
m em bership. Elected officials and officials appointed by the governor nmy, at their option, becom e 
m em bers of the system . 

The system also provides retirem ent, death and disability benefits to plan m em bers and beneficiaries. 
Benefits are established by state stature. The Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent System  issues a 
publicly available financial report that includes finealcial statem ents and required supplem entary 
inform ation. That report m ay be obtained by w riting to Louisiana State Em ployees Retirem ent System , 

P.O. Box 44213, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4213 or by calling (800) 256-3000. 

Covered em ployees arc required by state statute to contribute 11.5 percent of their salary to the plan. 
The Judge's O ffice is required by the sam e statute to contribute 11.9 percent. The Judge's Office's 
contributions to lhe system for the years ended December 31, 1999, 1998 and 1997 were $1,422, $1,404 
and $1,472, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

KN1GHT <> MASOEN ~ c~,,~.~#p.̂t. 



 

CITY JUD GE 
CITY COIJRT OF OAKDALE AND 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PARISH , LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
December 31, 1999 

N ote 5 - Retirem ent Com m itm ents, Continued 

M unicipal Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana 

On behalf of all eligible employees, other than the Judge, the Judge's Office contributes to the 

M unicipal Employees Retirement System (die System), a cost sharing multiple-employer, public 
retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of tnastees. The system is 
composed of two district plans (Plan A and Plan B). Employees are members of Plan B. 

The System also provides retirem ent, death and disability benefits to plan m em bers an d beneficiaries. 
Benefits are established by state stature. The M unicipal Em ployees Retirem ent System issues a publicly 
available financial report that includes financial statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation. That 
report m ay be oblained by writing to M unicipal Em ployees Retirem ent System , 7937 O ffi ce Park Blvd., 

Baton Rouge, LA 70809 or by calling (504) 925-4810. Covered employees arc required by state statute to 
contribute 4 percent of their salary to the plan. The Judge's O ffice is required by the sam e statute to 
contribute 3 percent. In addition, contributions Io the Syslem include ~ of one percent of the taxes shown 
to be collected by the sheriff of each respective parish, except Orleans Parish. The Judge's O ffice's 

contributions to the system for the years ended December 31, 1999, 1998 an d 1997 were $2,123, $1,001 
and $1,473, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

N ote 6 -- Risk M anagem ent 

The Judge's ()ffi ce is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, dam age to, thcfl of and 

destrnclion of assets; errors and omissions, injuries to employees and the public; and natural disasters. The 
Judge's Office is covered by the City of Oakdale's com m ercial insurance, including workers' 
com pensation and em ployee health and accident insurance. N o claim s from these risks have exceeded 
com m ercial insuran ce coverage in any of the past three years. 

N ote 7 - Subscquent Event 

The Fanailies In Need of Services (FINS) program is being moved to the District Court. It is anticipated 
that the City Court w ill be allow ed to expend ally rem aining funds it has for Ibis program , but funding in 
the future is unccdain. The FIN S program is accounted for in the general fund and its revenue is recorded 
as grant incom e. 
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CITY JUD GE 
CITY COURT OF OAKDA LE AN D 

W ARD 5 OF ALLEN PPOR_ISH, LOUISIANA 
A Com ponent Unit of the City of Oakdale. Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

Note 7 - Changes: in A gency Fund Assets and Liabilities 

Civil Fee Fund 

A ssets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Advanced Costs 

Cash Bond Fund 

A ssets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due to others 

Fines and R estilution Fund 

A ssets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

D ue to olhers 

Balance 

January 1, 

1999 Additions Deductions 

$ 2,940 

$ 2,940 

895 

895 

28 

28 

$ 32.603 

$ 32,603 

$ 1,675 

$ 1,675 

$ 206,744 

$ 206.744 

$ 32,796 

$ 32,796 

$ 1,200 

$ 1,200 

$ 206,772 

$ 206,772 

Balance 

D ecem ber 31 

1999 

2,747 

2,747 

$ 1,370 

1,370 
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K . M arlin M asden, C ])A 
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K N IG H T <> M A SD EN  
('err(lied l'ublic Accountants 

A I)ROFt';SSION A [, ACCOUN I'IN (J CORPORATION 

M ay 4, 2000 

Report on Com plianee and on Internal Control 
O ver Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of the G eneral 
Purpose Financial Statem ents Perform ed in Accordance W ith 

Governm ent.4 uditing Standards 

Perrcll Fuselier, Cily Judge 
City Court of O akdale, Louisiana 

A ssociate: 
Calolyn N. ('rafl, (TpA 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the City Judge, City Court of Oakdale and 

W ard 5 of Allen Parish, Louisiana, (the Judge's Office) a component unit of the City of Oakdale, Louisiana 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 4, 2000. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained  in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Com ptroller 
G eneral of the U nited States. 

Compliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Judge's O ffice's general purp ose 
financial statem ents arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determination of financial mnounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported 
under Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Ret)ortine 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Judge's Offi ce's, internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the general pmTJose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
finan cial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A 
m aterial w eakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be 
m aterial in relation to the general purp ose financial statem ents being audited m ay 
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Perrell Fuselier, City Judge 
City Court of O akdale, Louisiana 

occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their 
assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operations that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of the Judge, m anagem ent and others within the 
organization and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
However, this report is a m atter of public record. 
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