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PttlL T . G R A ItA M  
C~RJIFIED PUBLIC ACCO U NTAN~ 

7732 GOODW O OD BOUI,EVA RI), SUITE F ~ BATON ROU GE, LOUISIAN A 70806 
TEl [PHO N E: 225/928-4865 4- FAX: 225/928-4866 

llonorable W . D . Spilhnan, 
W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor 
St. Francisvillc, l,ouisiana 

N DEPEN D EN T A UD ITOR'S REPOR'] 

June 23, 2000 

l have audited the general-purpose financial statem ents of the W est Feliciana l'arish A ssessor as of 
l)eeem ber 31, 1999, and for the year then euded, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's m anagem ent. M y 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem enls based on nay audit. 

1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by tim Com ptroller 
General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to oblain reasonable 
assurance about w hether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n 
audit includes exam iniug, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general 
purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating tim overall com ponent unit financial slalem ent 
presentation. 1 believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for nay opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in al 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the W est Feliciana Parish Assessor as ofI)ecem ber 31, 1999, and 
the results of operations for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles 

In accordance w ith Governm ent AuditingSq_tandar_d_s, 1 have also issued a report dated June 23, 2000, 
on m y consideration of W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's internal control over financial reporting and nay 
tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 



GEN ERAL PU RPOSE FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN F 
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W EST FE1JCIAN A PARISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISVIId,E 1.OlJlS1AN A 

FUND TYPES AN I 
)ECEM BER 31. 1999 

A SSF, TS A N D O TI IER D EBITS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Revenue receivable: 
Ad Valorem taxes rcceivable 
I nlerest receivable 
Other receiw Lble 
Due from : 
Stale of l.ouisiana - I)cpartm ent of Revenue 
Office furnishings and equipm enl 

TOTAl. A SSETS AN D OTH ER DE1~ITS 

I.IABIIJTIES AND FUNI) EQUITY 
l,iabilities: 
A ccounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 

Relirem ent and insurance payable 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed 
assels 

Fund balances: 
Unreservcd-undesignated 
Total Fund Equity 

TO TA l, I,IA BI1JTIES AN D FIJN I) 
EOI:JI'I'Y 

STATI';M ENT A 

INT GROUPS 

A CCOUNT 
GOV ERN M ENTAl. GROUP 

FUN D TYPE GENERA L TO TA L 

GENERAL FIXED (MG%'R)RANI XlM 
FUNI) ASSETS ONI.Y) 

$1,108,482 

118,524 
25,389 
2,611 

10,850 

_$2fl3 6=L20 

$1,108,482 

118,524 
25,389 
2,611 

10,850 
203.620 

606 
2,735 
2,269 
5,610 

1,260,246 
1,260,246 

606 
2,735 

2,269 
5.610 

203,620 203,620 

2036,62920 
1,260,246 

_ j~463,866 

~L2Q36~2_20. ~ ,469,476 

See accom panying notes and auditor's report 
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W EST FEI,ICIAN A PAR1SIt A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISVILLE. LO IJISIAN A 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE -GEN ERAl, FUNI) 
FOR TH E YEAR EN DEI) DECEM BER 31. 1999 

RF, VEN UES 
lnicrgovcrnm cntal revenues: 

Ad Valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 

Oilier revenues: 
Sale of m aps 
lntercst incom e 
M iscellaneous incom e 
Total revenues 

EX PEN D ITU RES 
G eneral governm ent - taxation: 

Personal services and related benefits 
Operaling services 
O ffice expense and supplies 
Travel expense 
Capilal oullay 
Tolal expenditures 

XCESS (I)EFICIEN CY) OF REVEN UES OVER 
I~X I~EN D ITU RI~S 

FUN D BA I~A NCE A T BEG IN N IN G OF Y EA R 

UN I) BA I,A NCt,; A T EN D O F Y EA R 

See accom panying noles and auditor's report 
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STATEM I~N T B 

G IgN ERAI~ 
FU N I) 

$ 532,797 
16,027 

933 
37,274 

100 

$ 587,131 

247,695 
10,434 
25,616 

873 
12,497 

297,115 

290,016 

970,230 



;T FELICIAN A PAR1SIt A SSES 
T. FRAN CISVII, 

STA 'I'EM EN T C 

STATEM EN T O F REV EN UES. EX PI~N DH'URES AN D CHA 
G OV ERN M ENTA l, FUN D TYPE -GENERAl, FUND BUDGET 

BA I,AN CE - 
GAAP BA S1S 
1~ 1999 

REV EN UES 
lntergovernm e.nlal Revenues 

Ad V alorem taxes 
Revenue sharing 

U se of m oney and property- 
lnterest earnings 
O ther revenues: 

M aps and m iscellaneous 
Total revenues 

1;X PEN DITU RES 
General governm ent - taxation: 

Personal services and related benefits 

Salaries-A ssessor 
Group insurance 
Payroll taxes 

Retirem ent 
Salaries-other 

O perating services: 
A ccounting and legal 
Surety Bond 
Com lm ter M aintenance 
D ues 
M appinl, 
M iscellaneous 

Offi ce expenses and supplies 
A uto expense 
Insurance 
M alerials and supplies 

Rent 
Telephone 
U tilities 

A ssessor's allow ance 
Travel expense 

AN D A CTIJAI 

VA RIAN CI~ 
I"AV ORABI,I'2 

_
BU DGET . A(YI'UAI~ (UNI~AVORABI-I';) 

$ 525,000 $ 532,797 
12,000 16,027 

$ 7,797 
4,027 

25,000 37,274 12,274 

_  
2,200 

_  
564,200 

70,000 
36,000 
1,400 

30,000 
115,000 

5,000 
400 

3,000 
1,350 
1,500 
2,000 

9,500 
2,200 
4,000 
1,200 
3,600 
450 

7,000 
5,000 

(CONTINUED) 

1,033 

587,131 

70,000 
33,360 
1,262 

29,663 
113,410 

See accom panying notes and auditor's report 
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5,000 
200 

1,278 
1,480 
1,000 
1,476 

7,278 
1,835 
4,576 
1,200 
3,257 
470 

7,000 
873 

(1,167) 
22.931 

0 
2,640 
138 
337 

1,590 

0 
200 

1,722 

030) 
500 
524 

2,222 
365 

(576) 
0 

343 

(20) 
0 

4,127 



STA TF.M  EN T O 

W EST I:ELICIAN A PA RISH A SSESSOR 
ST. I~RA N CISV ILI~,E. LOU ISIAN A 

STATEM FN T C 

I~.EVEN UES I~;X PI~N DITURI~S AN D CIIAN GES IN FUND BAI.AN CE - 
FU N D TY PE - G EN EP.AI. FUN I) BU D G I~;T .IGAAP BASIS) AND AC I'UA 

FO R TH E Y EA R EN I)EI) D ECEM BER 31. 1999 
G O V H I.N M EN 'I'A I. 

Capital outlay 
Total Expenditures 

EX CESS (I)I';FICII~.N CY I O F RI~VEN U F. 
OV ER EX PI~;N I)ITURES 

(Concluded) 

12,000 
310,600 

12~ 449_ 7_  

_ _ 297LL15 

$ 253,600 $ 290,016 

ND BA 1.AN CE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 970.230 

~UN I) P, A 1.A NCE AT EN D OF YEAP. 

970,230_  

See accom panying holes and auditor's report 
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(497) 
13,485 



INTROI)U CTION 

W EST FELIC1AN A I~A R1SH A SSESSOR 
ST. I"I~,AN CISVII,I,t~; LOUISIAN A 

N OTES TO THE FIN AN CIAl, STATEM EN TS 
DECEM BER 31. 1999 

A s provided by Article VII, Section 24 oflhe Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile A ssessor is elected 
by tile voters oflhe parish and serves a four-year term . The A ssessor assesses all real and m ovable property 

ill tile parish, subject to ad valorem taxation. The Assessor is authorized to appoint as many dcpulies as may 
be necessary for the efficient operation of the office and provide assistance to lhe taxpayers of the parish. The 
dclm lics arc authorized to perform all functions of the office, but the Assessor is offi cially and pecuniarily 
responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

The A ssessor's offi ce is located in the W est Feliciana Parish courthouse ill St. Francisville, l,ouisiana. 
The A ssessor em ploys four elnployees, including two deputies. In accordance w ith Louisiana law, tile 
A ssessor bases real and m ovable property assessm ents on conditions existing on January 1 of the lax year. 
The Assessor com pletes an assessm ent lisling by M ay 1 of the tax year and subm its tile list to tile parisb 
governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Com m ission as prescribed by law . O nce lhe assessm ent listing 
is approved, lhe A ssessor subm its tile assessm ent roll to tile parish tax collector w ho is responsible for 
collecting and distributing taxes 1o tile various taxing bodies. 

At Decem ber 31, 1999, there arc 4,431 real properly and m ovable property assessm ents totaling 

$286,873,092 and $23,108,670 respectively. This represents a decrease of assessments totaling $5,399,607 
over tile prior year. This is due prim arily because of reassessm ents of public service entities. 

N O TF, ,4/1 : SU M M A RY O F SIGN IFICAN T A CCOUN TIN G PO LICIES 

A . BA SIS OF PRESEN TATION 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor have 

been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAI)) 
as applied to govermnenl units. The Governm ental Aecounling Standards Board 

(GASB) is tile accepted standard setting body for established governmental accounting 
and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPORTIN G EN TITY 

Tile assessor is an independently elected offi cial; however, lhe assessor is fiscally 

dependent on tile W est Feliciana Parish Police Jury. The police jury maintains and 
operates tile parish courthouse in which tile assessor's office is located and provides 
funds for equipm ent and furniture of the assessor's offi ce. In addition, the police 

jury's general purpose financial statements would be incomrdete or misleading witboul 
inclusion of tile assessor. For these reasons, tile assessor w as determ ined to be a 
com ponent unil of the W est Feliciana Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. 

The accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on tile funds 

maintained by the assessor and do not present information on tile police jury, the 



W EST FEI.IC1AN A PARISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FI/AN C1SVILLE. LOUISIAN A 

N OTI3S TO TttE FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS 
DECEM I~I'2I{ 31 1998 

general govern m ent services provided by that governm ental unit, or the other 
govern m ental units that com prise the fiuancial reporting entity. 

C. FIJNI) A CCOUNTIN G 

The Assessor uses funds and account groups to report o,1 its financial position and tim 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate lcgal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain 
governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the A ssessor are classified as governm ental funds. G overnm ental funds 
account for the A ssessor's general activities, including the collectiou and disbursem ent 
of specific or legally restricted m onies and the acquisition of general fixed assets. 
Governm ental funds of the A ssessor include: 

General Fund - the General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
47:1906, is the principal fund of the A ssessor mad accounts for the operation of 
the A ssessor's office. Com pensation received from  the various taxing bodies, 
prescribed by form ula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908 is accounted 
for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fuud. 

l). BA SIS O F A CCO U N TIN G 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is deterlnined by 
its m easurem ent focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurenlenl tbeus. W ith this nleasurenlent focns, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. The operating statem ent 
of tile G eneral Fund presents increases and decreases in net current assets. The 
m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the General Fund. The General Fund 
uses the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Com pensation from taxing bodies is recorded in the year ad valorem taxes are 
assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis and are due on 
N ovem ber 15 of each year. The com pensation is generally received in I)ecem ber 
of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. 



W EST FEL1CIAN A PARISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISV II3,E. I,OU ISIAN A 

N OTES TO TttE FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 
DECEM BER 31. 1998 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when earned and available 

Other revenues are recorded when received 

J~xpenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. B1JD GET PRA CT1CF, S 

The Assessor prepares a budgel at the beginning of each year based upon prior year 
expenditures and anticipated revenues for the budget year. The proposed budget is 
prepared on a m odified accrual basis of accounting and is m ade available for public 
inspection no later than 15 days prior to the beginning of the budgeted year. The 
budget is then form ally adopted by the A ssessor prior to the begim ling of the budgeted 
year. A ll appropriations lapse at year end. In accordance w ith Louisiana Revised 
Statute 47:1908, the A ssessor carries forward into subsequent years any unexpired 
appropriation. 

Formal budget integration (within the accounting system) is not employed as a 
m anagem ent control device. I)uring the fiscal year, actual revenues and expenditures 
are com pared to budgeted revenues and expenditures by the A ssessor. If actual 
revenues are falling short of budgeted revenues by five per cent or m ore or if actual 

expenditures to date plus projected expenditures for thc remainder of the year exceed 
the budgeted expenditures by five per cent or m ore, tim original budget is am ended by 
the A ssessor. Budgeted am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents 
include the original adopted budget and all subsequent mnendm ents. 

F. CA SIt AN D CA SH EOU IV A 13~N TS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and tim e 
deposits. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and those investm ents 
w ith m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law , the assessor m ay deposit funds in 
dem and dcposiis, interest-bearing delnand deposits, m oney m arket accounts or tim e 
deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law or national banks having their 
principal offices in Louisiana. Investm ents are stated at cost plus interest if tbal 
interest is reinvested. A ll cash nfthc asscssor is in interest bearing dem and deposits. 
Investm ents include those funds held in the Louisiana A sset M anagem ent Pool. 

G . FIX ED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at tim tim e purchased, and the related assets 



W EST FELICIAN A PA RISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISVILI,E. LOUISIAN A 

N O TES TO TH E FIN AN CIAl, STATEM EN TS 

)ECEM BER 31. 1998 

are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets accoum group. No depreciation 
has been provided on fixed assets. A ll fixed assets arc valued at historical cost. 

lt. COM PEN SA TED ABSF, N CES 

l'he assessor has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Em ployees earn from two to "three w eeks of vacation leave each year depending on 
length of service. Vacation leave cannot be accunm latcd. Em ployees arc allowed 
seven days sick leave per year which cannot be accum ulated. At Decem ber 31, 1999, 
there are no accunm lated and vested benefits that require disclosure to conform w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

I. LON G-TERM  OBLIGA'H ON S 

l,ong-term obligations expected to be financed fi'om the General Fund arc reported ill 
the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and 
interest paym ents for long-term obligations arc rccognized in the General Fund when 
duc. 

There are no long-term obligations at Decem ber 31, 1999 

J. U SE O F ESTIM A TES 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake cstim ates and assum ptions that 
affect certain reported am ounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual am onnls could 
differ fi'om these estim ates. 

J. FUNI) EQUITY 

Reserves - reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriablc for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

l)esignated Fund Balance - designaled fund balance represents tentative plans for 
future use of financial resources. 

Fuud Balance - unreserved, undesignated fund balance has a balance of 
$1.260,246. 

K . TOTAL COLUM NS ON STATEM EN TS 

The total colunm s on the statcm cnts arc captioned "M em orandum Only" to indicate 

10 



W EST FEL1CIANA PARISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISVILI,E. LOU ISIAN A 

N OTES TO TIlE FINAN CIAl. STA TEM ENTS 
DECEM BEP, 31. 1998 

that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do 
not present financial position or results of operations in confornlity w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidalion. 

N OTE #2: I.I~V IF.1) TAX ES 

During 1990, Louisiana Revised Statulcs 47:1925.1 and 1925,2 (A) were amended and 
reenacled to create an assessm enl dislricl in W est Feliciana l'arish to fund the offi ce of lhc 
assessor. This law provides for funding by levying a m illage delerm ined by the legislalive 
auditor to yield tax revenues in an am ount equal to m onies currently received from pro rala 
deductions of all ad valorem taxes collecled in the parish. 

For the year 1999, ad valorem taxes levied were 1.78 m ills 

The lbllowing are the principal taxpayers for the parish 

Taxpayer 
Entergy, Gulf Stales, lnc 
Crown Vantage 
Texas Eastern 
D ixie Electric 
Bell South 

t lancoek Bank 
Bluffs Lim ited 
l'arlnership 
Transcontinental 
Cecil Graves Chevrolet 

'l'oial 

T_ zpe of Business 
Public Service 
Paper M ill 
Pipeline 
Public Service 
Public Service 
Bank 

%  
1999 of Total 

A ssessed A ssessed 
V aluation V alualion 

$256,853,950 82.8% 
17,628,780 5.7%  
3,992,800 1.3%  
1,363,190 .4%  
1,155,290 .4%  
525,944 .2%  

Real Eslate Developm ent 500,829 
Pipeline 498,600 
Car Dealership 388,1_18 

$282,937,501 

NOTI'; #3: CASIt AND CASII EQUIVA1,ENTS 

.2%  

.2%  
.1%  

91.3%  

At December 31, 1999, the assessor had cash and cash equiwdent,; (book balances) totaling 
$1,108,482 as follows: 

Dem and deposits 
Tim e deposits 
Tolal 

$ 586,829 
521,653 

$1,108,482 

These deposits are stated al cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , these deposits, 
or the resnlting bank balances, m ust be insured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the 

3_3_ 



W EST FELICIAN A PA RISH A SSESSOR 
ST. FRA N CISVILLE LOUISIAN A 

N OTES TO TIlE FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
D ECEM BER 31. 1998 

federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. 
These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agen! bank, in a holding or custodial 
bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. At D ecem ber 31, 1999, the assessor has 
$533,550 in dem and deposits at area banks. These deposits are secured from risk by $211,897 
of federal deposit insurance and $420,282 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in 
the nam e of the fiscal agent bank. Even though the pledged securities arc considered 

uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement No. 3, Louisiana 
Rcvised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell tile pledged securities within 10 days of being notified that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand. The remaining deposits of $574,932 were held in the l,ouisiana 
A sset M anagem ent Pool. 

This local governm ent investm ent pool is adm inistered by a non-l)rofil corporation, LAM P, Inc., 
organized under the laws of the State ofl.ouisiana. Its purpose is to provide a safe environm ent 
for the placem ent of public funds in short-term , high-quality investm ents. Investm ents included 
in its portfolio, which is restricted to those issued, guarantecd or backed by the U .S. Treasury, 

the 1.1.S. Government or one of its assigns, include only those wilh maturities of ninety (90) days 
or less. This design allow s participants im m ediate access to their fim ds. For this reason, lhc 
account balance at December 31, 1999, of $574,932 is recorded in the accompanying financial 
statem ents as cash and cash equivalents. 

N O TE #4: CI IAN G ES 1N G EN ERA1, FIX ED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (offi ce furnishings and equipment) follows 

Balance, January 1, 1999 
Additions 
I)eductions 
Balance, Decem ber 31, 1999 

N OTF. #5: PIiNSION PLAN 

$ 174,899 
12,498 

0 

~293.620_ 

Substantially all em ployees of the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's offi ce are m em bers of the 

1 .ouisiana Assessors Retirement System, (System), a multiple-empluyer (cost-sharing), public 
employer retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a scparate board of trustees. 

A ll flfll-tim e em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent and arc 
not draw ing retirem ent benefits from any other public retirem ent system in Louisiana are 
required to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or atter age 55 w ith at least 12 
years of credited service or at or after age 50 w ith at least 30 years of credited service are 
entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 pcrccnt of their final-average 
salary fnr each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. 

l"inal-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months 

12 
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lhal produce tim highest average. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and 
do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and reccive thc 
benefit accrued to lheir date of term inalion. The systmn also provides death and disability 
benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available report thai includes financial slalem enls and 
required supplem ental inform ation. That Report m ay be obtained by writing to lhe l.ouisiana 
A ssessor's Retirem ent System , l'ost Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or by 

calling (318) 425-4446. 

Funding Policy: Plan m em bers are required to contribute 7.0 per cent of their annual covered 
salary and the W est Felieiana Parish A ssessor is required to contribute at an aetuarially 
determ ined rate. The current rate is 5.75%  of amm al covered payroll. Contributions to the 
system include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by tile tax rolls 
of each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by tile legislature. The contribution 
requirelnents of plan lnem bers and the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor arc established and m ay 
be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana revised slatute 11:103, the em ployer 

contributions are deternained by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year bascd 
on tile results of the valuation for tile prior fiscal year. The W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's 
contributions to the Systcln for the years ending Decem ber 31, 1999, 1998, and 1997 were 

$11,663, $9,023, and $9,433, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

The W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor does not guarantee the pension benefits of the System 

N OTI'; #5: I)I';FI3P, REI) COM PEN SATION PI,AN 

The A ssessor's offi ce offers its em ployees a deferred com pensation plan created in accordance 
w ith Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all A ssessor em ployees, perm its 
them to defer a portion of their salary until future years. The A ssessor m atches em ployee 
contributions up to 100%  of tile em ployees defferral. The A ssessor's m atching contributions 
for the year ended December 31, 1999 were $18,000. 

N OTI'; #6: I'O ST-RI~;TIREM EN T IIEAI/I'II CARE AN D LIFE IN SU RAN CI~; BEN t~H TS 

The W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor does not provide continuing health (:are benefits for its 
relired em ployees. 

N O'I'E #7: EXt'I~,N DITURES N OT IN CI,UDEI) IN TIlE FINAN CIAl, STATEM EN TS 

The W est Fcliciana Parish A ssessor's offi ce is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4713, 
is paid by the W est Feliciana Parish Police Jury. 
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W EST ]:F~LICIANA PAPdSH ASSF, SSOR 
ST. I:RAN CISV 1LLE. LOU ISIAN A 

N O TES TO TIlE FIN AN CIA I, STA TEM EN TS 

)F, CEM BER 31. 1998 

N OTE #8: I,ITIGATION AN D CI,AIM S 

A1 Decem ber 31, 1999, the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor is not involved in any litigation nor 
is he aw are of any unasserted claim s. 

N OTE #9: I,EA SES 

The W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor leases a vehicle under an operating lease agreem ent. Tola 
rent expense for 1999 was $4,222. ]'his lease expires ill January of 2000. 

The m inim um annual com m ilm ents under the noncancellable operating lease are as follow s 

N OTE #10: YEAR 2000 lSSUE 

Year 
2000 
Total m ininm m 
annual com nlitm onls 

~ ments 
$ 412 

$ 412 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s 
and other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the operations of the A ssessor's offi ce 
as early as fiscal year 1999. 

The W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's offi ce has com pleted an inventory of com puter system s 
and olher electronic equipm ent that m ay be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are 
neeessary to conduct operations of the A ssessor's office. M anagem ent has identified the 
tbllow ing system s requiring year 2000 rem ediation: 

Tax Roils and Pronertv Tax A ssessm e 

Tl~e A ssessor's office has purchased new com puter equipm ent and software. The validation has 
becn com pleted and the system was determ ined to be year 2000 com pliant. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related 
rem ediation efforts w ill not be fully determ inable until tile year 2000 and thereafter. 
M anagem ent can not assum e that the A ssessor's offi ce is or w ill be: year 2000 ready, thal the 
rem ediation efforts of the Assessor's offi ce will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties 
w ith whom the A ssessor's offi ce does business w ill be year 2000 ready. 
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PH IL T . G RA H A M  
PU BLIC ACCO U NTAN~ 

7732 G OODW OOD BO UI,FN A RD, SUITE F ~ BATON ROUG E, LOU ISIAN A 70806 
JELl_PHO NE: 225/928-4865 ~ FAX: 225/928-4866 

REI~ORT ( 
~,EPOP.TI N' 

N COM PIJAN CF. AN D ON INTERN Al. CON TROL OV ER FINAN CIAL 
SED ON AN AU DIT OF FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS PERFO RM I:.D 

]N A CCORDAN CE W l']'l] GOVERN M ENT AUDITIN G STAN DARD S 

l lonorable W . D . Spillm an 
W est Feliciana l'arish A ssessor 
St. Fraucisville, I,ouisiana 

June 23, 2000 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor of and 
for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, and have issued m y report thereon dated June 23, 2000. I conducted 
m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepled auditing standards and the standards applicable to fiuancial 
audits contained in Governnlent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

A s parI of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's general 
purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. Ilowever, providing an opinion on 

compliance witll those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such 
an opinion. The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported 
under Governm ent A uditina Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

In phmning and perform ing m y audit, 1 considered the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's control over 
financial reporling in order to determ ine nay auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion 
on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose 
all m attcrs in tim internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A lnaterial 
weakness is a condition in which tim design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control com ponents 
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llonorable W . D . Spillm an 
June 23, 2000 
Pagc 2 

does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk thai m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not bc detected w idlin a 
tim ely period by em ployees in "the norm al course ofpcrfom aing their assigned functions. I noted no m atters 
involving lhe internal conlrol over financial reporting and its operation lhat l consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended for lhe inform ation and use ofthe W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor's offi ce and 
ts m anagem enl and is not intended to be and should nol be used by anyone other than lhese specified parties 
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)cscrinlion of Findiim 

W EST FELICIAN A PARISIt A SSESSOR 
ST. FRAN CISVILI,E LOU ISIAN A 

SUM M ARY OF PRIOR YEAR AUDIT FIN DING S 
D ECEM BER 31. 1999 

SCH EDU 1,E I 

The A ssessor's fiscal agent agreem ent w ilh the banks requires that they m aintain su ['ficient collaleral to secure 
the flm ds in excess of federal deposit insurance coverage. At lhe end of the year one institution did not have 
sufficient collaleral to cover the cash on deposit. 

A CTIO N TA K FN : ]'his m atter has been correcled 
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SCItEI)U IJE 2 
W EST FELICIANA PAR1Slt A SSESSOR 

ST. FRAN CISVII,IIE I,OUISIAN A 
SU M M A RY SCItED U LE FOR CU RREN T Y EA R A U D IT FIND IN G S 

DECEM BER 31. 1999 

SU M M A RY ()F AU I)IT RESULTS 

2 

The auditor's report includes an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
of the W est Feliciana Parish A ssessor. 

N o inslances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the W est Feliciana Parish 
Assessor were disclosed during the audit. 

There w ere no m aterial weakncsses in internal control 

)I~P, A L A W A RD S 

There were no federal aw ards 

M AN AG I';M EN T LETTER 

N one 
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