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STAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC 

INDEPENDEN T A UD ITOR 'S REPOR T 

ltonorable Han'y J. M orel, Jr. 
D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial D istrict 
St. Charles Parish, l,ouisiana 

W e have audited Ihe accom panying general-puq3ose financial statem ents of the District Attorney 
of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended  
Decem ber 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpnse financial statem ents 
are the responsibility of the D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles 
Parish, Louisiaua's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on Ihese general- 
purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained  in GovelTtment Auditing Standards, issued  by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used  and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion tile gcneral-purpose financial statem ents referred  to above present faM y, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial posilion of the District Atlorney of the Tw enty-Ninth Judicial 
District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana as of D ccem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations 
for the year then ended, in co nforlnity w ith generally accepted acco unting principles. Our audit 
was conducted  fnr tim purpose of form ing an opinion on the gco eral-purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a whole. The supplem ental schedules and information in tlw table of contco ts arc 
resented for additional analysis and are nor a required part of the gco eral purpose financial 
statem ents of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles Parish. 

Such infonnation has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
general puqlose financial statem ents, and in our opinion is fairly presented  in all m aterial 
respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 
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ltonorablc tlan'y J. M orel, Jr. 
D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District 
St. Charles Parish, l.ouisiana 

Page 2 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issu~t our report dated June 
14, 2000 on our consideration of the District Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District, St. 
Charles Parish, Louisiana's internal control ovcr financial reporting and our tests of iis 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an 
integral part ~f an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and 
should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
June 14, 2000 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY OF THE TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ST. CHARLES PARISH. LOUISIANA 

COMBINED STATEMEN3" OF: REVENUES, EXPENDITURES. AN[) 
CHANGE-S IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMEN1 AL FUNDS 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Cot~n~issiorl$ or~ t~ es al~d (orleituros 
Probation fees 
Assets forfeited 
Bail bonds forfeiled 
W orttlless check fees 
Intergovernm ental 
Interest and m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
General goverm ent: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Teteptlone and utilities 
Professional services 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Autom obile 
Meetings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
] ravel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 
Intergovernm ental 

Capilal oullay; 
Equlpm ent 

Debt service: 
Principal 
Interest 
"fetal expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

FUND BALANCES al beginning of year 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1999 

General 
Special 
Revenue 

71,349 $ 260,426 
42,938 

11,492 
4,206 

4,504 
5,431 
96.982 

20,542 
14,194 
7,250 
3,139 
6,889 
1,040 
2,653 
35O 

24,556 
503 
1 

3.600 

2,115 

5,441 
911 

93.184 

11,481 
58,383 
8,527 
81.755 

419,088 
9,124 
3,770 
6,542 
1,786 
6,136 
13,161 
6,304 
23,464 
86,543 
1.526 
9,000 
31,151 

16,150 

1,601 
658 

635,006 

Statem ent B 

Totals 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 331,775 
42,936 
11,492 
4,206 
11.481 
462,887 
13.958 
878,737 

439,630 
23.318 
11,020 
9,681 
8,675 
7,176 
15,814 
6,654 
48.020 
87,046 
1,529 
12,606 
31,151 

17.265 

7,042 
1.569 

728.190 

3,798 148,749 150,647 

87,426 
$ 91,224 

629,697 
$ 776,:H6 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

717,023 
$ 867.57O 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY O F THE IW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRIC'I" 
ST. C HA R LES PA R ISH. LO UISIA NA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BAI..ANCF 
- BUDGE1 ANt] ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1999 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Com missions on fines and forfeitures 
Bail bonds forfeited 
Assets forfeited 
fntergovernm ental 
Interest and m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
General governm erll: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Telephone and utilities 
Professional serv ices 
M ail~t~nanc~ and repairs 
Autom obile 
M eetings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Travel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 

Capitat outlay: 
Equipm ent 

Debt service: 
Principal 
Interest 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

FUND BALANCES at beginning of year 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

Budget Actual 

$ 68,570 $ 71,349 
4,206 

11,492 11,492 
7,980 4,504 
5.309 5.431 
93,351 

19,768 
13,531 
7,250 
3,639 
6,684 
736 

2,953 
350 

22,142 
1,003 

1 
3.600 

2,144 

5,405 
947 

96,982 

20,542 
14,194 
7,250 
3,139 
6,889 
1,040 
2,653 
35O 

24,556 
503 
1 

3.600 

2,115 

5,441 
911 

90,153 93,184 

Statem ent C 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 2,779 
4.206 

(3,476) 
122 

3.631 

(774) 
(663) 

500 
(205) 
(304) 
300 

(2,414) 
500 
0 
O 

(36) 
36 

(3,031 ) 

3,198 3,798 600 

87,426 
$ 90.624 

87,426 
$ 91,224 $ 600 

The accompanying notes are an integral par[ of this statement. 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
ST. CHARLES PARISH. LO UISIANA 

COMBINED SIATEMENT OF REVENLJES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES iN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDGE'[ (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1999 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Comm issions on fines and forfeitures 
Probation fees 
W orthless check fees 
Intergovernm enlal 
Interest and m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
General governmenl: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Telephone and utilities 
Professional services 
Repairs and rnaintenance 
Automobile 
M eetings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office expense 
Travel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 
Intergovernm enla] 

Capital outlay: 
Equipm ent 

Debt Serv ice 
Principal 
Interest 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expeditures 

FUND BALANCES at beginning of year 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

~udget Actua 

$ 241,162 $ 
39,821 
11,601 
374,586 
7.422 

674,592 

406,768 
12,866 
4.870 
4,100 
905 

6,636 
12,736 
6,464 
22,205 
91,006 
9,528 
9,500 
31.151 

28.613 

3.500 

650.848 

260,426 
42,938 
11,481 

458,383 
8.527 

781.755 

419,088 
9,124 
3.770 
6,542 
1,786 
6,136 
13,161 
6,304 
23,464 
86,543 
1,528 
9,000 
31.151 

15,150 

1,601 
658 

635,006 

Statement D 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 19,264 
3,117 
(120) 

83,797 
1.105 

107.163 

(12,320) 
3,742 
1,100 
(2,442) 
(881) 
500 

(425) 
160 

(1,259) 
4,463 
8,000 
500 

13.463 

1,899 

(658) 
15.642 

23,744 146.749 123.005 

556,746 629.597 
589.490 $ 776,346 

] he accom panying notes are an integral part of 1his statement 

72,851 

$ 195.856 
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D IS TR IC T A TTOR N E  Y O F  TItE  
TW EN TY-N IN Ttt JI/D I CIA L D ISTR IC T 

ST. CIIARLES PARISll, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G I'OLICILS 

A s provided by Article V . Section 26 of the Louisiana Constilution of 1974, the 
l)istrict Attorney has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the stale in his districl, 

is the represenlativc of the state before the grand ju~7 in his District, and is the legal 
advisor to the grand jury. lte pcrfortns other duties as provident by law. The 
qualifiexl electors of the Judicial District elect the Districl Attorney for a term of six 
years. The Judicial D istrict encom passes the Parish of St. Charles, Louisiana. 

A . Basis of l'resentation 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial District have been prepared in conformity w ilh 

generally accepted accounting principles (GAAI') as appliexl to 
governm ental units. The Govern m ental Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for eslablishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

13. Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification 
Section 2100, the D istrict Attorney is a part of the district courl system of 
the State of Louisiana. The G A SB has established several criteria for 
determ ining the govern m ental reporting entity and com ponent mills that 

should be included w ithin the reporting cutily. Since, The District 
Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial D islricl, St. Charles Parish, 
l.ouisiana is an independently elected official, is legally separate and 
fscally independenl, the I)istrict Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial 
I)istrict is a separate governm ental reporting entity. There arc unrecorded 

financial transactions between the St. Charles Parish Council (the Council) 
and the District Attorn ey where the Council provides certain operating 

expenditures for the D islrict Attorney. 



 

D ISTRIC T A TTOR NE Y OF  TIlE  
TW E N TY-N IN ?II JUD ICTA L I)ISTR IC T 

ST. CIIARLES IJARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTEg TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS ttCON'I'INU F~D) 

Note I SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

A . 
_Rcp(~  Entity, (Continued) 

Financial accountability is de/cm lined by applying criteria cstabJishcd by 
the GA SB as listed below : 

,, Financial benefit or burden 

~ Appointment of a voting majority 
~ lm posifion of w ill 
~ Fiscally dependent 

The above identified  transactions between the D istrict Attorney and the 
Parish Council are m andated by state statue and do not reflect fiscal 
dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financial accountability. The 
other three criteria of financial accountability do not perlain to the District 
Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District when applying them as a 
m eans of identifying potential com ponent units of the St. Charles Parish 
Council. 

The 1)islrict Attorn ey of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles 
Parish, Louisiana, includes all funds, account groups and activities, el 
cetera, that are w ithin the oversight responsibility of the District Altorney. 
O ther local governm ental units over which the District Attorney exercises 
no oversight respoasibility are excluded fi'om tlxe accom panying financial 
statem ents. These units are considered separate rcporting entities and 
issue financial statem ents separate fi'om those of the parish D istrict 
A ttorney. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. 
On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for cellain assets and liabilities fllal are not 
recordexl in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 



 

D ISTRIC T A TTOR NE Y OF  TIlE 
TW E N TY-N IN TII JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

$7~ CItARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUEI)) 

NOTE 1 SUIIlhlAR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI.ICIF.S (Cotttinued) 

C. Fund Acco unting 

The District Attorn ey uses funds and acco unt groups to report oi1 its 
financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent 

by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or 
activities. 

Govcrum ental funds account for the Dislrict A Ilom cy's general acdvifics, 
including lhe collection and disburscm cnl of specific or legally restricted  
m onies, and the acquisition of gcneral fixed assels. The District Attorney's 
govern m ental funds include: 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund was established in com pliance w ith 
Louisiana Revised Statute 15:57 I. 1 l, wbicb provides that 12 per cent of the 
fines collected and bonds forfeited be transm itted to the District Atto,'ney to 
defray the neccssm'y expenses of his office. 

Sl~ecial P, evenue Funds 

Tille IV -D Reimbursem ent Fund - The Tille IV-D Reimbursem ent 
Special Revenuc Fund consists of incentive paym ents and 
reim bursem ent grants from the 1.ouisiana Depallm ent of Social 
Services, authorized  by Act 117 of 1975, to establish fam ily and 
child supporl program s com patible with Title IV-I) of the Social 
Security A ct. The purpose of the lan d is to co force the support 
obligation owed by absent parce ls to their fam ilies and childrco , to 

locale absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain fanfily and 
child support. 

Title IV-D Incentive Fund - The Title IV-D Incentive Fund is used 
to acco uxlt for paylnents received from the Louisiana Departm ent 
of ttealth and Hum an Resources which consist of 15 per cent of all 
am ounts collected and required to be distributed, as provided in 
Seclion 456 of 1he Social Security Act, to rexluce or repay 
assistance paym ents. 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTORN E Y O F  TIlE 
TW EN TY-N IN 'llt JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

Sit̀ CTIARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTFS TO FINANCIAl. STATISMENTS (CONTINUEI)) 

Note 1 SUhlhlAR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUN TING POLICIES, (Contbtued) 

C. Fund Acco unting (Continued ) 

Sj2ecial Revenue Fund
_ s: (Continued ) 

Title 1V-l) Child Supj~ort Fund - Prior to July 1, 1998 lhe above two 
IV-D funds were acco unted for separately due to tim percentage of 
the rcinabursenacnts aecx~rded lo each fund. Beginning July 1, 1998 
these two funds were com bined and accounted for as one fund. 

Drug Enforcem ent Fund - Tim Twenty-Ninth Judicial District, 
District Attorney receives funds as a sub-grantee under the Louisiana 
Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and A dm inistration of Crim inal 
Justice. The grant is authorized by the Om nibus Crim e Conlrol and 
Safe Streets A ct of 1968 as provided  under P.L.90:351 as am ended. 
The District Attorn ey's office is the applicant agmmy and has the 

responsibility for all project administrative and financial matters. 
"]'he project is a joint project betwem~ the District Attorney's Office 
and thc St. Charles Parish Sheriff s Office. The two offices w ill 

collaborate in the joint project aimed at identifying, arresling, and 
prosecuting m id-level drug traffickers who affect the Parish of St. 
Charles, Stale of 1.ouisiana. The grant provides 'for fexteral funds of 

73.61%  and a local cash m atch of 26.39% . The giant operates under 
grant calendar years and funds arc disbursed throughout the duration 

of the project regardless of the grant year. 

Court Cost Fund - The Court Cost Fund is used to accxmnt for all 
fees collcctezl in acco lztancc w ith Louisiana Revised  Statute 16:16, 
whicll authorizes the co llection of an amount not to cxceed $10.00 
from cvery defendant who is co nvicted after trial or other plea of 
guilty or who forfeits his bond. These costs are to be in addition to 
all other fines, co sts, or forfeitures im posed by law. 

0 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTOR N E Y OF  TIlE 

TW EN TY-N IN Tlt JUD ICIA L D ISTRICT 
ST. CItARLES PARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTI:,S TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUEI)) 

Note I SUM M AR 1" OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUN TING POLICIES: (Conthlued) 

C. Fund Accounting (Continued ) 

Special Revenue Funds: (Continued) 

W orthless Cheeks Fund - The W orthless Cheek Collec tion Fec  
Special Revenue Fund consists of fees collected in acc ordance w ith 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 16:15, which provides for a spec ific fcc 
whenever the District Attorn ey's offi ce collects and processes a 
worlhless check. F, xpenditures from this fund are at the sole 
discretion of the District Attorney and m ay be used to defi'ay the 
salaries and file expenses of the offi ce of the D istrict A ttorney, but 

m ay not be used  to supplem ent the salary of the District Attorney. 

Pro-Trial Interv ention Fund - The Pre-Trial Intervention Fund 
acco unts for a program that handles cases that the District Attorney's 
O ffi ce feels would be better served  out of the court system . These 
eases co nsist of people charged with m isdem eanors, traffi c tickets, or 
m inor felonies. The offenders agree to serv e a prohation period 
rather than entering tile court system and having a crim inal 
co nviction on their record. The revenues are generated fl~rough fce s 
paid by the offenders placed  in this program . The expenditures will 
consist of salaries of investigators assigned to tiffs program and 
various office  expenditures. 

M isdem eanor Probation - The M isdem eanor Pro bation Fund 
accounts for a fees collected for m isdem eanor probation to m onitor 
the probation period for offender. 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTOR N E Y OF  77tE 

TW EN TY-N IN TII JUD ICIAL D ISTR IC T 
ST. CIlARLI?.S PARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTF.S TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUH )) 

NOlli 1 SllM MAR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUN17NG POLICIF, S (Continued) 

C. Fund Accounting (Continuexl) 

_A~g ep cy Funds 

Agency funds are used to ace otmt for assets hcld by the District Attorney for 
other funds and/or other governm ents. Agency funds are cuslodial in nature 

(assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of 
operations. 

Agency funds of the District Attorney include the Special Asset Forfeilure 

Fuja0 - The Special Asse! Forfeiture Fund is usext to account for monies and 
proceeds fi'om the sale of property seized o," obtained by judgment or 
settlem ent as a result of drug-related  activities. 

A ccount Group~ 

General Fixed Asset Acco unt Group - Fixed assets used  in the 

District Attorney's offi ce (governmental fund type operations) are 
accounted for in the general fixed asset account group, rather than in 
the govern m ental funds. N o deprccialion has been provided  on 
general fixed  assets. A ll fixed  assets are valued at historical cost or 
estim aled cost if historical cost is not available. The District 
Attorn ey's fixed assets purchased  tluvugh the General Fund and 
Crim inal Corn1 Fund of the St. Charles Parish Council arc 
m aintained  and included  in the general fixed asset account glvup of 
the govern ing authority. 

General Long-Term Debl A ccount Group - Unm atured  general long- 
term liabilities expected  to be financed from the govennnental funds 
of the District Attorney's offi ce are accounted for in the general 
long-term debt ac(:ount group, rather than in lhe governm ental funds. 

The General Fixed A sset Account Group and the Long Terln Debt 
Acco unt Group arc not "funds". They are cxmcerned  only with the 
m easurem ent of financial position, not w ith the m easurem ent of 

results of operations. 



 

D ISTRICT A TID RNE Y OF TIlE 
TW E N TY-N IN TIt JUD ICIA L D IS TR IC T 

$1: CIIARLES PARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTES qO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUN TING POLICIF, S (Continued) 

l). M easurem ent Focus and Basis of Accounting 

The acco unting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is 
detct'm ineA by its m easurem ent focus. The govern m ental funds are 
accounted for using a cun'ent financial rcsourco 's m easurem ent focus. W ith 
this m easurem ent focus, only eun'cnt assets and cun'ent liabilities are 
generally included on the balance sheet. Operating stalem ents of these funds 
present increases and decreases in net current assets. The m odified accrual 
basis of accounting is used by tbe governm ental fimds and the agency fund. 
These funds reco rd rcvenues and expenditures using the following practices: 

Revenues 

Com m issions on fines and forfeitures are recorded in the year they are 
co llected  by the tax collectors. 

Grants are recorded when the D istrict Attorn ey is entitled  to tim funds 

Interest on investm ents is reco rded when the investm ents have m atured and 
the income is availahlc. 

All other revenues are reoorded  when reccivext 

FxA~endilures 

Expenditures are generally reco gnized undm" the m odified  accru al basis of 
acco unting when the related fund liability is incun'ed. 

E. Budget Practices 

The D istrict A'dorney adopts budgets for 'the General Fund and Special 
Rcvenue Funds. The District Attorney prepared the budget on a m odified  
accrual basis of accounting. Budget am ounts include~l in the accom panying 
financial statem ents include original adopted budget am ounts and all 
subsezlucnt aulendlnents 

13 



 

D IS TR I C T A TTOR N E  Y O F  TIlE  

TW EN TY-N IN TtI JUD ICIA L D ISTR ICT 
ST. CltARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONJ]NUED) 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT1NG I'OLICIES (Continued) 

F. Ell cunlbranEes 

Encum brances represent co m m ilnm nlS related to unperform ed  conlracts for 
goods o1" services. The D istrict Allom ey's office does not use an 
eneum brallce system . 

G . Cash, Cash Equivalenls, and Investm ents 

Cash includes amounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing demand 
deposits, and m oney m arket acco unts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in 
tim e deposits and those investm ents w ith original nmlurities of 90 days or 
less. UndEr state law, the D istrict Attorn ey m ay deposil funds in dem and 
deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arke! acco unts, or lim e 
deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks 

having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law, the District 
Attorney m ay invest in United  States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 
These are elassifiexl as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 
days; how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are 

classified as cash equivalents. These deposits arc stated  at cost, which 
approxinaates m arket. 

It. Reccivables 

The receivablc am ounts are m ade up of tines and tees collected  by other 
govcrmncnts to be rem itted  1o the District Attorney's Office and am onnls 
due on reim bursem ent grants. N o reserve for uncollectables is considerexl 

necessary for these receivables. 

PrEpaid Expenditmz:s 

Prepaid ExpEnditures result fi'om  prepaym ent for a bmmfit that is EXpECIcxl to 
be rEcEived within the following period. 
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ST, CIIARLES I'ARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CON'IaNUEI)) 

NO77~ 1 SUM hlARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

J. Fixcd A ssets 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in lhe governm ental funds used to 
acquire theln. Instead, capital acq uisition is reflected as an expenditure in 
the govern m ental funds, and the related assets are repo~led  in tim general 
fixed asset account group. All lm rcbased fixed assets by the District 
Altorney are valued at acquisition cost. All other fixed assets used  in the 
District Attorney's office arc provided  by the St. Charles Parish Council and 
arc accounted for in the general fixed asset account group of the Council. 

K . 1 ,ong-Tenn Debt 

l~ong-terln obligations expected to bc financed  fi'om the General Fund arc 
reported  in the general long-term debt acco unt group. Expenditures for 
principal and interest paym ents for Iong-tenn obligations are recognized  in 
the G eneral Fund when due. 

Com pensated Absences 

The D istrict Attorney has a fonnal w ritten policy for vacation and sick 
leave. Presenl clerical em ployees arc allowed  to take 10 to 15 days vacation 
based  on lengtla of service, and 10 days sick leave each year. On December 
l s{, em ployees are paid at their current earnings rate fol any unused  
vacalion. Sick leave cannot be accum ulated and is forfeited  at tcm fination 
of em ploym ent. A ssistant I)istrict Attorn eys and investigators are not 
included in this formal leave policy. AI Decem ber 31, 1999 there were no 
m aterial aeculnulated leave benefits required  to be reported in accordance 
with G ASB Codification Section C60, 

M . lnterfund Transactions 

Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues or expenditures. 
Interfund transactions on the other hand are reported as transfers. N on- 
recurring or non-routine perm anent transfers of equity are reported as 
residual equity transfers. A ll other inlerfund transfers arc reported as 
operating transfers. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

NOTE 1 SUM AIAR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

M . Fund Equity 

Reselwes 

Reserves represented those porlions of fund equity not appropriable for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

Dcsi~,natcd Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for futurc use of financia 
ICSOUI'CeS. 

N . Total Colum ns on Financial Statem ents 

The total colum ns on the general-purpose financial statem ents are captioned 
"M em orandum O nly" to indicate that they arc presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position or 
results of operations in co nformity with generally accepted acco unting 
principles. N either is such data com parable to a co nsolidation, lnterfimd 
clinfinations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

N O TE 2 l)l~'l
.~OSl'l',~[ (INCLUDING IN VESTM ENTS) 

A t l)cccm bcr 31, 1999, the D istrict A ttorney has cash and cash eq uivalents and 

investments (book balances) as follows: 

Bank Book 
Balances Balances 

I)em and deposits $ 768,456 $ 774,468 
Certificates of deposit 79,643 79,643 

TOTAL $848,099 $854,111 

"l]~ese deposits arc stated at cost, which approxim ates the m arket. Under state law , 

lhese deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must bc secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the plcxlge of secm-ilics ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. 
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TW EN TY-N IN TIt JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
ST. CIIARLES PARISII, LO LIISIANA 

NOTES "10 FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (CONTINUEI)) 

DI~PQSIT~" ~INCLUI)ING IAWESTM ENTS)- (Continu__ 

The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust 
at all tim es exlua1111o am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are 
hdd in the nam e oflhe pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding o1" custodial bank that 
is m ulually acceptable to bolh parties. AI December 31, 1999, the District 

Attorney's $848,099 in deposits (bank balances) are secured fi'om risk by $279,108 
of fed eral deposit insurance 0-isk calcgory 1) and $664,781 of pled ged securilies 
(risk category 2). 

N O TE 3 CliAN GES IN  GENERAL F'IX ED ASSE IS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed asscls follow s 

Balance Balance 
January 1, D ecem ber 31, 

1999 A dditions D eductions 1999 

Autos $ 26,382 $ 26,382 
Equipm ent 202,093 $17,265 219,358 
O ffi ce Fum M fings 7,382 7,382 
O ffice hnprovem ents 23,941 23,941 

Leased Equipm ent 18,396 18,396 
TOTAL $ 278,194 $ 17,265 $ 295,459 

N O TE 4 LON G TERM  DEB T- CAPITAL LEASES 

The following is a smnm aly of changes in long-tern 1 obligations of the St. Charles 
l'arish Dish'ict Attorney's office as of 1)ecem hcr 31, 1999: 

Balance 

R eductions 

Balance 
January 1, Decem ber 31, 

1999 A dditions 1999 

Capital leases $ 20,549 $0 $ 7,041 $ 13,508 
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D ISTR ICT A TTORN E Y OF  TIlE  
TW EN TY-N IN TIt JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 

$1: CTIARLES PARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTES "10 FINANCIAL STATEM EN'IS (CONTINUI'D) 

LON G TERM  DEB T- CAPITAL LEASES (Continu 

The St. Charles l'arish Distficl Attorney's office has enterexl into two capilal lease 
agreem ents for financing the acquisition of a copy m achine and telephone system . 

The lease agreem ents qualify as capital leases; therefore, the copy m achine and 
telephone system have been reco rded  at the present value of the future m itfinm m 
lease paym ents as of the date of their inception, 

The follow ing the cost of equipm ent leased unde," a capital lease as of Decelnber 3 
1999, recx~rded  in the General Fixe*t A ssets Account Group: 

X erox-Copy M achine 

AT & T Telephone System 
Total 

$ 15,159 

5~39Q 
$ 20~549 

The following is a sched ule of future m ininm m lease paym ents under the capita 
lease agreem ent and the present value of the net m ininm m lease paym euls: 

Year Ending 
Decem ber 31 

2000 

General Long 
'l'cm a D ebt 

2001 
2002 

Tolal m inim um  lease paym ents 
Less: A m ouul rq'~resentinp interest 

Present value oflninim um lease paylnm'ds 

9,772 

3,419 

1~ 6687 
14,878 

1 ~371Q 
=$ ! 3~508 

The am ount of principal paid in 1999 on the Xerox leases foz the cx)py m adfine was 
$5,441 by dm general fund, aud $475 was paid by the Court Cost Fund. Thc 
am ount of principal paid in 1999 on the AT & T lease for the IV-I) & Child Support 
office telephone system was $1,126. 
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DISTRICT A ITORNE Y OF  TItE 
TW EN TY-N IN 77t JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 

$1: CIIARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTF.S TO FINANCIAL S] ATF.M I,~NTS (CONTINUED) 

A ll individuals w ho work at thc District Attorney's offices ale m em bers of the 
Parochial Em ployees Rcfirem cnt System through the St. Charles l'arish Council. 
Thc D istrict Attorney and the assistant D istrict Attorneys are m embers of the 
l.ouisiana D istrict Attorneys Retircm ent System . GASB requires certain 
disclosure for cm ploycrs who m aintain retirem ent plans for thei," cm ployccs. All 
individuals at the District Altorncy's office arc com pensated by others who 
disclose thc required retirem ent plan infom m lion in thcir separately issued 
financial statcm ents. Both retirem ent plans m cntioncd above arc adm inistered 
and controlled by separate boards of trustees. 

NO IE 6 LIIIGA TION  

At Decem ber 31, 1999, there is no litigalion pending against tim District Attorney 
thai is susceptible to accrual in accordance with statem ents of Financial Accounting 
Standards N o. 5. 

N O TE 7 EXPENDITURES OF TIlE DISTRICTA TTORNE Y N O T1N CLUDED IN  TIlE 
FINA N CIAL STA TEh4EN TS 

The accom panying financial statem ents do not includc cerlain expenditures of the 
l)istrieI Attorney for tim year ended Deccmber 31, 1999, paid out of funds of the 
crhnir~al coat1, the St. Charles Parish Council, or directly by tim State. The salaries 
of lhe Dish'icl Attorney and the assistant District Attorneys are paid by the slate and 
the St. Charles Parish Council. The salaries of the office staff are paid by the St. 
Charles Parish Council. Also portions of rent, fringe benefils, Title IV Program 
expenses and various office expenses are paid or absorbed by the St. Charles Parish 
Council. At. December 31, 1999, the am ount of the expenses paid or absorbed by 
lhese other agencies has not been determ ined, 



 

D ISTR ICT A TTOR N E Y OF  7"ltE 
TW I~N TY-N IN TII JUD ICIA L D ISIR IC T 

ST (JIARLES PARISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTES 1'O FINANCIAL STA]IiMENIS (CONTINUEI)) 

N O TE 8 ?TILE ll&I) i'R O GRAhl 

The District Attorney participates in the Uniled Slates Departm ent of Health and 
ltum an Services Support Enforcem ent, Title IV-D Prograln, Catalog, of Federal 
l)om estic Assistance N um ber 13.783. This program is fun&~l by indirect assistance 
paym ents, in the fom a of both incenlive paym ents and reim bursem ents of a porlion 
o1" certain e~pcnditures, rcz~cived fi'om lhe lxxfisiana Depmlm ent of Social Services. 
For lhe year ended D eccanber 31, 1999, lhe D istrict Attorn ey fo~ the Tw enty-N inth 

Judicial District expended $58,647 and $0 in reimburselnent and inccntive 
paym ents, respeclively. The previous lwo funds, IV-l) Reim burseum nl and IV-D 
Incentive Funds, were com bined inlo a newly crealexl fund, Child Suls~orl 
Rcimbursem ent Fund, during 1998. The D islricl Altorney of lhc Twenty-N inih 
Judicial I)istrict expended $211,960 in 1999 for lhe Child Supporl Reimbursenmnl 
Fund. The reim bursem enl paylncnts arc rcslricted by a form al agreem ent between 
the Districl Attorney and Dcparlm ent of Social Ser,,ices and includes a budget of 
expcclexl expendilures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The District Altorncy 
subm its reim bursem ent requests to the Deparlm cnt of Social Services on a m onthly 
basis. 

There are no restrictions on how incenlive paym ents m ay be expended, cxcepl as 
m ay be leq uired  by state law , for any olher funds oflhe District Attorn ey. ltowevcr, 

these payments, as well as tile reimbursement paylnents, may be subjected too 
fi~rlbcr review and audit by lhe fcxleral grantor agency. Provision has not been m ade 
in lhe financial slatem enls for the rcim bursem enl of any expenditures thal m ay be 
disallowed as a rcsult of such a review or audit. 

N() 77; 9 AGI'gA~ Y_I/'UND - SF'ECIALASSET FORFEITURE IIIUNQ 

This fund accounts for m onies and proceeds from  the sale of properly seized  or 

oNained by judgmen! or seltlemcnl as a result of drug rcla~ed aclivities. M onies 
deem ed to be unforfeitablc are retum exl 'to the person from whom it w as seiztxt. 
W ithdrawal of forfeited funds can be m ade only upon order of the corn1. Forfciled  
m oney in lhe fund shall be distribuled in order of priority as tbllows: 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATF, M ENTS (CONTINUED) 

NOTE 9 AGENCY FUND - SPECIAL ASSET FORFEITURE FUND (Co n[i_ t_!t_wd ) 

(1) for satisfaction of any bona fide security interest o1" lien 

(2) Thereafter, for payment of all proper expenses of the l)roccextings for 
forfeiture and sale, including expenses of seizure, m aintenance of cuslody, 
advertising, and court co sts. 

(3) The remaining funds will be allocated as follows 

(a) Sixty per cenl thereo f to tim law enforcement agency or agencies 
m aking the seiztlre, such proceeds to be used in dra g law 
cnforccm ent, including but not linfited to reward program s 
established by such agencies. 

(b) Twenty per cent thereof to the criminal court fired of the applicable 
parish govcnunent. 

(c) Twenty per cent thereo f to any District Attorney's offi ce that 
em ploys attorneys who handle the forfeiture action for the slate. 

This shall be paid into the District Attorney's 12 per cent (general) 
fired to be usezt for public purposes including, but not linfitexl to use 
for prosecution, rewards, suppoJ~, and continuing legal education. 

Changes in the accounl are as follows: 
Balance: January I, 1999 $ 26,689 

Forfcilurcs rccciveA 
I nleresl eam e, d 

R eductions 
Forfeitures rcttlrneA] 
Forfeilurcs distributed 
M iscellaneo us expenses 

Balance: D ecem ber 31, 1999 

54,158 
255 

54,413 

2,772 
59,511 

5,951 
68,234 

$ 12,868 
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NO'I'F.S TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (CONTINUEI)) 

N O TE 10 INSURAN CE 

The Dishici Attorney of fl~c Twenty--N inth Judicial I)istrict is exposed 1o risks of 
loss related Io physical dam age lo asscls, errors and om issions, and employee 

fi~jurics. The District Attorney has purd~ased commercial insurance coverage tbr 
cad1 type of risk to w hich it is exposed. Settlem ents have not exceeded insurance 

coverage in any of the three proceedings years. 

N O TE 11 IN IIe.R FUN I) RE CI~IVA BLES A N D PA YA BLES 

Sudl balances at D ecem ber 31, 1999 w ere 

R eceivable Payable 

General Fund $ 2,502 $ 38,905 

Special R evenue Funds: 

Com~ Cost Fund $ 51,997 1,185 
Child Support 396 3,072 

D ra g Enforcem ent 11,733 
$ 54,895 $ 54,895 
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IN TE R N A L C O N TR O L  A N D  

C O M PL IA N CE  SE C TIO N  



STAGNI & C OM PANY LLC  

R EPO R T O N C O M PLIA NC E A N D O N IN TER N Al, C O N TRO L 
O V ER FINA N C IA L R EPO R TIN G BA SED O N A N A UD IT O F 
FINA N C IA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED IN A CC O RDA NCE 

W ITH  G O VE RN M EN T A UD ITIN G STA N DA RD S 

ltonorable l larry J. M orel, Jr. 
I)istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial D istrict 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited tim financial statem ents of the District Attorn ey of the Twenty-N inth 
Judicial District, St. Charles Parish Louisiana as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 14, 2000. W e conducted  our audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Com ptroller 
General of tim United States. 

C om pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorn ey of the 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish Louisiana's financial statem ents are 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e performed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could 
have a direcl and m aterial effect on the determination of financial statem ent amounts. 
ttowever,' providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncom plianee that are required to he reported  under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered  the District Attorney of the Twenty- 
N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish Louisiana's intern al control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the propose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internaI control over financial 
reporting that m ight be a m aterial w eakness. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in which 
the design nr operation ofonc or m ore of the intern al control com ponents does not reduce 
to a relatively low level the risk thai m isstatcm ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
rdation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not bc delccled  w ithin a 
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Honorable H arry J. M orel, Jr. 
1)istrict A ttorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
St. Charles Parish Louisiana 
Page 2 

tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fhnctions. 
W e noted no m atters involving Ihc internal control over financial reporting and its 
operation lhal w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of, m anagem ent. However, this report is a 
m atter of public reco rd and its distribution is not lim ited. 

_  SLe,,; 

June 14, 2000 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 
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D ISTR IC T A TTOR NE Y OF  TIlE TW EN TY-N IN TYI JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T, 

S7; CItARLES PAR1SII, LO UISIANA 

Summary Schedule of FiJtdingx and Questioned Costs 

For tile Year Ended I)ecember 3 l, 1999 

A. SUM M ARY O F AUDIT RESULTS 

The auditor's reporl expresses an unqualified opinion oil lhe general-puq~ose financial 
statem ents of tile District Attorney of llle Twenly-Ninlh Judicial l)ish'ict, St. Charles 
Parish, 1 .ouisiana. 

No reportable cxmditions relating to tile audil of the financial staCem ents are rcporled  in 
tile Report on Com pliance and Internal Control over Financial Reporting Based on an 
Audit of Financial SCatem enCs in Acm, ordance w ith Govermnent Auditing Standards. 

3. No instances of noncom pliance m aterial to tile fnancial statem em s of the District 
AClorney of Che Twenty-Ninth Judicial District w ere disclosed  during the audit. 

There w ere no findings relating Co Che financial statem ents lilac are required  to be reporled  in 
accordance w flh GAGAS. 
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