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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the 
Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for 
the year ended December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Twenty -Seventh 
Judicial District's management . Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
these genera}, purpose financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted Our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq 
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards requJre that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of 
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures Jn the general purpose financial 
statements. ~ ] audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 

significant estimates made by the judges, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our opinJon , the general purpose financial statements referred to above 
present fairly , in all material respects, the financial position of the Louisiana 
Twenty -Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of Decen~)er 31, 1999, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended , in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

]n accordance with Government Auditinq~ ;tandards, we have also issued our report 
dated June V, 2000 on our consideration of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh 0udicJal 
District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting and 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and g~ants . 

Our audit wa~ performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general 
purpose financial statements taken as a whole . The Schedule of Prior Year 
Findings as required by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not: a required part of tile genera] purpose 
financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial 
Expense Fund. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our 
opinion , is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general 
purpose f~naneJal statements taken as a whole . 

June 7 ,2000 
F' 0 Box 433 4766 149 North Service ,Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-946-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 
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LOU ISIANA TWENTY -~EVENTH JUDICIAL I)].qTR ICT JUDICIAL EX PENBI'] FI]ND 

OPELOUSA~ I,OU I S IAN~A 
~TATEMENT OF REVENI]E~ . EXPENDITURES . AND CHANGES IN FUND BA]JAN CE - 

A].T. ~OVERN~ ENTAL FUND TYPES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1999 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmenta] 
Court COSt collections from 

Clerk of Court 
Sheriff's Department 
Policy Jury 

Forfeitures 
Bail bond premiums 
Parish Law Library collections 
from DistrJct Attorney 
from Indigent Defender Board 

Fines 
Interest income 
Miscellaneous income 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Judicial 
Current operating 
In surance 
Office supplies 
Court reporters 
Transcripts 
Professional services 
Miscellaneous 
Wages 
Payroll ta~es 
Seminars 
Telephone 
Equipment maintenance 
Internet 

Cap ital outlay 

Debt service 
Lease payments 

Tot:a] exr)enditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY ) OF REVENUEE OV ER 

UNDER) EX PL'NDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOIIRCER (IJEEN 

Inception of lease 
Transfers in (out) 

Total other flnancina 
s _o u_ rc es 

Continued of next page 

GOVERNMENTAL 
FUND TYPES 

GENERAL 

_
FUND 

$33,945 
133,926 
32 ,650 

2,582 
13,329 

600 
13 ,682 

250 

~30~ _~96~ 

SPECIAL 
REVENUE 

$2,500 
9.000 

199 
168 

11 ,867 

1 ,078 
19 ,182 
1,046 

6,623 
2 ,753 
3 ,611 

85,417 
6,894 
1,025 

14 ,666 

12 ,618 
585 

57,760 18 ,869 

_ _ 8~ 5 o_~ 
2_2 ~ ?_o ] 8, ~ 69 

TOTALS 
Memorandum Only 

]999 1998 

$33 
133 
32 
2 

]3 

945 
926 
650 

582 
329 

2,500 
9,000 

600 
13,88] 

418 

2_42,83A 

, O78 
19 1~.2 
i 046 

6 623 
2 7[;3 
3 6]3. 

85 437 
6 894 
1 025 

34 666 

]2 618 
585 

76. 629 

--  8,502~ 
240,62_9 

$26,958 
~46,358 
19,837 

14 ,472 

2,500 
9,000 

14 ,781 
100 

2_34 ,006 

515 
18 ,799 
2 ,400 

3,247 
2 ,400 
1,719 

63,519 
4 ,947 

459 
8,848 

4 ,404 
520 

45 ,175 

5,754 
162 ,706 

_ 9~20_4 (7,002 --  2,202 71,300 

12 ,522 

. 
I0_ ~ Q022 

2 ,500 

2 ,500 

]2,522 7,193 

32,522  7,193 



LOU ] 8 ANA TWENTY-~qEVENTH JI]DIC]AL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FIIND 
OPELOUSAR LOUISIANA 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES , EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 
ALL GOVERNMENTAL FI]ND TYPES (CONTINUED 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY ) OF REVENUES 
AN D OTHER ~q()[)RCES OV ER (I]NDER 

FUND BALANCE beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE end of year 

GOVERNMENTAL 
VT~ D TYPES 

GENERA/, 

FUND 

SPECIAL 

REVENUE 

FUN D BALANCE - 

TOTAL S 
Memorandum On]v 

1999 ]998 

$19,226 $(4,502) $14,724 

_3 8 5~A2_o. 

o_ 4,~4 4=G 

2,555 387,775 

1,947) 40 2,499 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$78,493 

309,282 

387 ,775 
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i . SUMMARY OF 

n~C*~.MBER 31 , 1999 

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- 
Seventh Judicial District Judicial },]xpense Fund of St . Landry Parish have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted account ing principles (GAAP) as 
applied to governmental units . The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) Js the accepted standards-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B . REPORTING ENTITY 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
for determining which component units 

Statement No . 14 established criteria 
should be considered part of another 

entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 
accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determining financial accountability . This criteria includes : 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 

3 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that 
organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 also 
special purpose government is fiscally independent if it has 
complete certain essential fiscal events without substantive 
primary government . A special purpose government is fisea]ly 
it has the authority to do all three of the following : 

b 

states that a 
the ability to 
approval by a 
independent if 

Determine its budget without another government having the authority 
to approve and modify that budget . 

Levy taxes or set rates or charges without approval by another 

qov ernm ent . 

Issue bonded debt without approval by another government 



OPELOUSAS . LONTETANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL RTATEMENT~ 
EC~MEER 33 . 19q9 

B . REPORTING ENTITY Continued 

Continued 

The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was 
created by state statute individually and is governed by the four 
independently elected district judges. The Judicial Expense Fund is a special 
purpose government which is fiscally independent and therefore is not a 
component unit of any other governmental unit, including the police jury . 7~ e 
JudlcJs] Expense Fund is fiscally independent because

, 

b 

Expense Fund and no 
and/or modify the 

The judges determine the amount of court costs to be levied in civil 
and criminal cases. 

The state statute which created the Judicial Expense Fund cite the 
type of expenditures which can be made Out of the Fund and the 
judges determine these expenditures. 

C . FUND A_ _CCOUN TING 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts
. 

On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to p:covlde accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
financial resources . 

Funds of the District are classified as governmental funds
. Governmental 

funds: account for the District's genera] activities
, including the collection 

and d:[sbursements of specific or legally restricted monies and the acguis~tlon 
or construction of general ~ixed assets . 

r 

The General Fund is the genera] operating fund of the Louisiana Twenty - 

Seventh Judicial Distr~ct Judicial Expense Fund . It is used to account 
for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in 
other funds . 

']'he Special Revenue Fund accounts for contributions made to the Parish 
Law Library by the St . Landry Parish District Attorney

, St . Landry Parish 
indigent Defender Board and the Judicial Expense Fund

. 



OPELO[]SAS . LOUISIANA 

ECEMBER 3] . 1999 

Y DF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

C. FUND ACCOUNT[_ING (Continued 

_Account Group  

The General Fixed Assets Account: Group is established 
fixed assets of the Louisiana Twenty -Seventh Judicial 
Expense Fund . 

to account 

The General Long-term Debt Account Group is established to account for 
all long-term liabilities that are expected to be financed from 
governmental funds . 

D . BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determined by its measurement focus. The governmental fund types are 
accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With 
this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally 
are included on the balance sheet:. Operating statements of these funds 
present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e ., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized 
and reported in the financial statements . Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the measurements made , regardless of the measurement focus applied . 

All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of 
accodnting . The revenues are recognized when they become measurable and 
available . Available means collectible within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period . 
Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if 
measurable. The Judicial Expense Fund 's records are maintained on a cash 
basis of accounting . However , the governmental fund type reported in the 
accompanying financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual 
basis of accounting utilizing the above practices . 

Revenues consist primarily of court 
susceptible to accrual. M iscellaneous 

costs which are recognized when 
revenues are recorded when received 

because they are generally not measurable until actually received . Investment 
earnings are recorded as earned since they are measurable and available . 

Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the 
time p[irchased, and inventories of such supplies, if any , are not recorded as 
assets at the close of the year, unless material. Expenditures for insurance 
and siml]ar services which extend over more than one accounting period are 
acco'anted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition . 

E. ENCUmb rANCES 

The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not 
employ the encumbrance system of accounting . 



I TH JUD]CIAb DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
OPR],O[]~AS . LO[]I~qIANA 

E 
DRCRMBER 3] . ]999 

RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

F . INV ESTMENTS AND CASH 

ffC 

Louisiana statutes authorize the Judicial Expense Fund to Jnvest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in 
state and national banks, or any other federally insured invest~nent. 

Investments are stated at cost or amortized cost, which approximates market 

G . FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in 
the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. 
These assets are recorded as eMpenditures in the governmental fund types when 
purchased . All assets are maintained on the basis of historical cost and no 
depreciation is computed or recorded thel~eon . The Louisiana Twenty -Seventh 
Judicial District Judicla] Expense Fund does not have public domain or 
infrastructure outlays. Interest costs on fixed assets h~ve not been 
incurred . Fixed assets consist, of acquisitions since 1987 for the Parish Law 
Library and equipment . Prior to 198";, the cost of the Parish Law Library was 
accounted for on the books of the Police Jury . 

H . BUDGETS AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTIN6 

Annually, the Judicial Expense Fund prepares and adopts a budget for the 
Genera] and Special Revenue Funds . Formal budget integration is not employed 
as part of the accounting system ; however, routine budget comparisons are made 
prSor to expending funds . Budgets are prepared on a cash basis of accounting 
and appropriations lapse at year-end. The budgeted amounts in the 
accompanying financial statements are in the original adopted budgets and 
subsequent adopted amendments . The revenues and expenditures shown on page 3 
are reconciled with the amounts reflected on the budget comparison, as 
fo] IOWS : 

Rever!ues 

Page 3 Revenues 
Add : Prior year intergovernmental 

receivables 
Less : Current year intergovernmental 

receivables 

})age 5 Revenues 

~ e[]d]tures 
]>age 3 Expenditures 
Add : Prior year payables 
Less : Current year payables 

Capitalized leases 

Page 6 Expenditures 

General 

_ ]m_n{_  

$230,964 

15 ,357 

$22],760 
3,869 
(9,539 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

$31,867 

]],867 

$18 
l 
(I 

869 
O9O 
986 



OHISIT~NA TWENTY-SEVENTH 0DDICZAL DISTRICT JUDICIAl, EXPENSE FUND 
OPELOILqAR . LOU ISIANA 

O FINANC]AL STAT 
ECEMBER 3] 1999 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING FOI,ICIES (Continued 

H . BUDGETS AN[) BUDGETARy ACCOUNTING (Cont J nued 

Fund_ _ 15_a] ance_  

Page 4 Fund Balance, end of year 
Add : Current year payables 
]Jess: Current year receivables 

Page 6 Fund Balance, end of year 

I . COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

General 
Fund 

$404,446 
9,539 

lj~ _6j_9 

Specla] 
Revenue 

Fupd 

947 
986 

~oG ~A6_ 3. 9 

The Judicial Expense Fund does not provide its employees with accumulated 
vacation or sick leave . 

o . RET IREMENT 

The Judicial Expense Fund 's employees contribute to the Social Security 

System . 

K . TOTAl, COLUMNS ON FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 

Total columns on the financial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only " to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis . No 
consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of 
the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not 
purport to present financial position, results of operations, or changes in 
financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
prin2d ples . 

L + COMPARATIVE DATA 

Comparative total data 
accompanying financial 
changes in the Judicial 

CASH AN D INV ESTM ENTS 

for the prior year have been presented Jn 
statements Jn order to provide an understanding 
Expense Fund's financial pozition and operations. 

the 
of 

At December 31, 1999, the book balance of the Fund's deposits was $398,955. The 
bank balances of checking accounts were $58,081, in certificate of deposit accounts 
was $239,553 and in savings accounts was $106,033 at Decendger 31, 3999, The cash 
and investments are fully collateralized by federal deposit insurance and/or by 
collateral pledged by the bsnks in the District 's name . 

DEFICIT FUND BALANCE 

The following fund reflected a deficit fund balance at Decerr~ er 3], 1999 

Special Revenue Fund $(i,947 



ICIAL DISTR] CT 
~AR LOI]]:S IANA 

RCEMBRR 3] . 1999 

4 . GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

, EXPENSE FUND 

22 

The follow:ing Js a suramary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group 

Library 
ethel~ structures 
and improvements 
Equipment and 
furniture 

5 . C O~ M P E N~  $: _A_ 2'li!)_N 

Balance Balance 
January i, Contributed December 31, 

1999 b~ _ _St a_ ~tg__  Additions Deduct 5 ons 1999 _ __  

$174,866 

8,868 

95 ,367 

279 ,101 

$3~  46_5 

33~_4' 6_  5 

$31,208 

9,454 

35,967 

76,629 

The Chief Judge and the three other judges do not receive 
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund . 

6 . CAPITAl, LEASES 

$206,074 

18,322 

134 ,799 

-~]=Z 359,195 

AS of Decendger 31, 1998, the Judicial Expense Fund leased three copy machines, four 
phone systems and three ]aptop computers under agreements which are classified as 
capital ]eases . The capita]. ]eases provide that at the end o~ the leases the 
copying machines can be purchased Jor $525 on one and $500 on the oth~r one. The 
capita] leases for the phone systems provide that the phone systems can be 

purchase(] for $i at the end of the leases. The capital leases for the computers 
provide that the computers can be purchased for the fair market value at the end 

of the leases. 

(~ Machines Phone ~ stems Computers 

Lease terms 48 months 

]:,ease periods Various 

Assets capJtallzed $20,449 
Monthly payments 416 

Future minimum lease payments 
for years ended December 31, 

2000 

2001 
2002 
2003 

$4,987 
4 ,311 
1,917 

360 

60 months 
various 

$]3,334 
222 

$2,666 
2 ,666 

2,329 
393 

36 months 
Various 

$9,493 
264 

$3,164 
3 ,]64 
1,010 

11,575 ~ .0~  7,338 
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R F] NANC]AL 

FINANCIAL 
~T E 

W 

TO the Honorable Frank McGee, Chief Judge 
Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District: 
Judicial Expense Fund 

Ope]ousas, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- 
Seventh Judicial DJstrict Judicial Expense Fund, as of and fox the year ended December 
31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 7, 2000. We conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial 
the Comptroller General 

Compliance 

audits contained in 
of the United States 

Government Auditinq Standards issued by 

AS part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh 
Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's general purpose financial statements are free 
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts . 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit and , accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . The results of our 
tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government AudJtinQ Standards . 

Internal Control Over Financial Repot 

In planning and p~rforming our audit, we considered the I,ouisiana Twenty -Seventh 
Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 's internal control over financial reporting in 
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the 
internal cor:trol over financial reporting . Our consideration of the internal control 
over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal 
control over fJnancia] reporting that might be material weaknesses . 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of 
the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements 
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving 
the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
material weaknesses. 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, LolJisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4840 Telefax 318-948 6109 



To the LouJsJana Twenty Seventh Judicial 
District Judicial Expense Fund 

Page 2 

This report is intended for the information of the judges and the appropriate 
regulatory agency and Js not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties . 

Ope]ousas a 





LOU ISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAl, EXPENSE FUND 
OPELOI]~;AS LOU ISIANA 

NCNEDI]LE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3 

15 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SECTION II - INTERNAl, CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL  TO FEDER/d~ AWARDS 

N/A 

SECTION III 


