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FINA N C IA L SECTIO N 



 

B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

IN D EPEN D ENT A U D ITO R 'S RE PO R T 

To the Honorable District Judges 
Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, 
Thibodaux, Louisiana. 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the 

Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District), State of Louisiana, a component 
unit of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, as listed in 
the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statem ents are tile responsibility of the 
D istrict's m anagem ent. O ur responsibilily is to express an opinion on these general-purpose 
financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govern m ent A uditin~ q

___
tand

_
ards issued by tile 

Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform the 
audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatenaent. A ll audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in tile financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, 
in all m aterial ~espects, the financial position of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict Court 
Fund as of D ecem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith 
_
CJovernm e

_
nt A uditi3~  Standards, w e have also issued our report dated 

June 12, 2000 on our consideration of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict- D istrict Court Fund's 
internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Thibodaux, La 
June 12, 2000. 

1340 W est Tunnel Blvd, Suite 430 
I',O Box 2168 
110utna, LA 70361-2168 
Ph(llle (504) 868-0139 
la~ (504) 879 1949 

Certified Public A ccountants 
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P.O Box 60600 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0600 
]lclitage Plaza, Suite 8O0 
Phone (504) 831-4949 
Fax (504) 833-9093 

504 W est Second Street 
P.O. Box 1205 
Thibodaux, LA 70302-1205 
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(;O V ER N M EN T A I, FU N D T Y PES A N D A C C O U N T G R O U P 

Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 

Decem ber 31. 1999 

G overnm enta 

Fnnd Types 

G eneral 

A ssets 

Cash $ 270,304 
lnvestnlenls 206,265 
D ue from  other govcrmnenlal units 14,330 
Fixed assets 

Total assets 

I ,iabilities 

Accounts payable and 
accrued expenditures 

D ue to Lafourchc Parish Council 

Total liabilities 

Special 
Revenue 

$ 42,487 

16,518 

A ccount 

G roup 

G eneral 

Fixed 

A ssets 

475,920 

Exhibit A 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 490,899 $ 59,005 $ 475,920 $ 1,025,824 

3,765 
8,239 

12,004 

Equity and O ther C redits 
Investm ent in gcncral fixed assets 

Fund balances - tm rcserved 478,895 

$ 
16.542 

16,542 

42,463 
$ 475,920 

3,765 

24.781 

28,546 

475,920 
521,358 

Total equity and other credits 478,895 42,463 475,920 997,278 

Total liabilities, equity 
and other credits $ 490,899 

See notes to financial statem ents 

$ 59.005 $ 475,920 $ 1,025,824 



Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fu nd 

l{ev~'nnes 
lntcrgovernfaenlal: 
Federal Gove fnnlent 
State of Louisiana 
Or.her Local Governm ents 

Service fees: 
Sheriffs Office 
Clerk of Courl 
District Attorney 

Charges for services 
M iscel]aneoos: 
Gran'~ 
Interest 

Tolal revenues 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Expenditures 
Current 
General IJovernlllellt 
Personal services: 
Salaries and related benefits 

Supplies and m aterials: 
O ffice supplies 
Books and subscriptions 

O lher services and charges: 
Travel 
Professional ibes 
1 llsl3rallc, e 
Continuing legal educatioll 
Poslage 
Rent 
Telephone 
1.ab lesting aud supplies 
M iscellanous 
Utilities 

l'2qtliplnellt lllailltellarlee and repair 
Capital expenditures: 
M achinery and equipm ent 

Total expenditures 

Excess of Revenues O ver Expenditures 

Fund Balance 
Begilm ing of year 

';nd of year 

See notes to financial slatem ents 

Genera 

430,660 
538,857 

112,614 
27,762 
22.465 

25,376 

157.734 

924,725 

22,186 
8,183 

7,362 
4,180 
5,375 
6,003 
1,143 
11,972 
4,037 

5,417 

22,128 

131,568 

1,154,279 

Special 
Revenue 

$ 178,078 
38,305 
137,821 

7,702 

7,50O 
46 

369,452 

160,988 

4,854 

9,541 
77,082 

29,152 
4,719 
13,323 

3,300 
1,944 

22.086 

326.989 

"I'olal 
(Memorandum 

Only) 

$ 178,078 
468,965 
676.678 

12,614 
27,762 
22,465 
7,702 

7,500 
25,422 

,527,186 

1,085,713 

27,040 
8,183 

16,903 
81,262 
5,375 
6,003 
1,143 

41,124 
8,756 
13,323 
5,417 
3,300 
24,072 

153.654 

481,268 

3,455 42,463 45,918 

475,440 

$ 478.895 $ 42,463 

475.440 

$ 521,358 

Exhibit B 



.(~Q M  B I b'_D  

l~.eVellUeS 
] ll~ci~ovcrlUUel][al [ 
Federal G overn m ent 
State of Louisiana 
O dler l,ocal O ovcrnnlentS 

Service fees: 
Sfieriffs O ffice 
Clerk of Court 
l)islricl A ilom cy 

Charges for services 
M iscellaneous: 
Grant 
hlteresl 

Total reveFa.les 

Expenditures 
Carlcut 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict C ourt Fund 

General G overum ef~l 
Personal services: 
Salaries and related bcncfits 

Supplies and m aterials: 
O ffice supplies 
Books and subscriptions 

Other services and charges: 
Travel 
Professional fees 
hlstlrallcC 
Continuing legal edueatioo 
Postage 
Relll 
Telephone 
l,ab testing and supplies 
M iscellanous 

For the year ended l)ccember 31, 1999 

U tililies 
Equitnnenl m aintenance and repair 
Capilal expeudilorcs: 
M achin ery and equipm ent 

Total expcndihues 

Fxcess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
O ver Fxl'Jeudi|ures 

Fiind I~alallec 
Begin ning of year 

hid of year 

General Filud 

Budget 

467,000 
531,000 

100,000 
28,000 
31.700 

v arlaoce 
Favorable 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

430,660 
538,857 

112,614 
27,762 
22.465 

(36.340) 
7,857 

12,614 
(238) 

(9,235) 

12.500 25,376 12,876 

1,170,200 

925,200 

17,200 
4,600 

8,700 
4,000 
4,500 
6,000 
750 

9,200 
4,500 

1,500 

25,000 

187.000 

1.198,150 

1.157,734 

924,725 

22,186 
8,183 

7,362 
4,180 
5,375 
6,003 
1,143 
11,972 
4,037 

5,417 

22,128 

131,568 

1,154,279 

(12>466) 

475 

(4,986) 
(3,583) 

1,338 
(180) 
(875) 
(3) 

(393) 
(2,772) 
463 

(3,917) 

2,872 

55.432 

43.87 

(27,950) 3,455 31,405 

475,440 475,440 

$ 447,490 

4 

$ 478,895 $ 31,405 



Special Revenue Fund 

Budgel Actual 

$ 181,015 
35,342 
110,821 

4,050 

178,078 
38,305 
137.821 

7,702 

7,500 
46 

v ariance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (2,937) 
2,963 
27.000 

7,702 

3,450 
46 

331,228 369,452 38,224 

58.714 160.988 

6,000 

11,000 
77,011 

29,130 
5,000 
13,000 

3,300 
1,000 

23,843 

327.998 

3,230 

4.854 

9,541 
77.082 

29,152 
4,719 
13,323 

3,300 
1,944 

22.086 

326.989 

42,463 

$ 42,463 

(2,274) 

1,146 

1,459 
(71) 

(2~) 
281 
(323) 

(944) 

1.757 

1,009 

$ 39,233 



N O TES TO FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN TS 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict C ourt Fund 

D ecem ber31,1999 

N ote 1 - SUM M A R Y O F SIG N IFICA N T A C C O U NTIN G  PO LIC IES 

Exhibi! D 

The accounting policies of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the 
Dislric0 conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial 
reporting principles. The follow ing is a sum m ary of significant accounting policies: 

a) Reporting Entity 

The D istrict is a com ponent unit of the Lafourche Parish Council. The D istrict has 
review ed all of its activities and determ ined that their are no potential com ponent 
units which should be included in its financial statem ents. 

b) Fund Accounting 

The D istrict uses funds and an account group to report on its financial position and the 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 

governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that arc nol recorded in the funds 
bccause they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

G overnm ental Funds 

G overnm ental Funds arc those through w hich m ost governm ental functions of the 
D istrict arc financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the D istrict's 
cxpendable financial resources and the related liabilities are accounted for through 
G overnm ental Funds. The m easurem ent focus is upon determination of changes ira 
financial position, rather than upon net incom e determ ination. The follow ing arc 
the G ovcm m ental Funds of thc D istrict: 



Exhibit D 
(Contin ned) 

Note I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

b) Fund Accounting (Continued) 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund of the D istrict. 
It is used to account for all financial resources and expenditures of the D istrict 
except those that are required to be accounted for in another fund. 

Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the 

proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than capital projects) lhat arc 
restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 

A ccount G roup 

An account group is used to establish accounting control and accountability. The 
l)istrict's A ccount G roup is as follow s: 

G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G roup - This account group is used In account 
for fixed assets not accounted for in proprietary or trust funds. 

c) Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to 
_
when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 

accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 

!imi~!g of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

The G overnm ental Fund is accounted fox using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting, Its revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available 
as net current assets. Fees, charges fox- services and intergovernm ental revenues arc 
recorded w hen earned since they are m easurable and available. Interest incom e on 
investm ents is recorded as revenue w hen the investm ents have m atured and the 
incom e is available. M iscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when received 
in cash by the D istrict because they are generally not m easurable until actually 
received. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 

w hen the related fund liability is incuxTed. 



 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

d) Use of Estim ates 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assum ptions that 
affect certain reported am ounts and disclosures. A ccordingly, actual results could 

differ from those estim ates. 

e) Operating Budgetary Data 

As required by the Louisiana Revised Status 39:1303, the Honorable District Judges 

(the Judges) adopted a budget for the District's General and Special Revenue Ftmds. 
The Judges, as allow ed by state law , do not obtain public participation in the budget 
process. Any am endm ent involving the transfer of m onies from one function lo 
another or increases in expenditures m ust be approved by the Judges. The D islrict 
am ended its budgets several tim es during the year. A ll budgeted anaounts w hich are 
not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year end. 

The General and Special Revenue Fund budgets are adopted on a basis m aterially 
consistent w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

!) Accounls Receivable 

The financial statem ents for the District contain no allowance for uncollectible 
accounts. U ncollectible am ounts due from other governm ental units are recognized as 
bad debts at the tim e inform ation becom es available w hich w ould indicate the 
m3collectibilily of the particular receivable. These am ounts are not considered to be 
m aterial in relation to the financial position or operations of the fund. 

g) Investm ents 

hw estm ents consist of certificates of deposit w hich are stated at cost and approxim ates 
m arket value. 

h) Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fired type opcrations (fixed assets) arc accountcd 
for in tile G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G roup, rather than in governm cnlal fim ds. 
The A ccount G roup is not a land. It is concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of 
financial position. 
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Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

It) Fixed Assets (Continued) 

It is not involved w ith the m easurem ent or results of operations. Public dom ain 

("infrastructure") fixed assets consisting of certain improvements other than buildings, 
including roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets and sidew alks, drainage system s 
and lighting system s, are not capitalized along w ith other general fixed assets. N o 
depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical costs 

i) Accumulated Vacation and Sick Leave 

Em ployees can earn one day of vacation or personal leave for each consecutive m onth 
of em ploym ent up to a n'mxim um  often days per year. V acation shall be taken during 
the calendar year earned or forfeited by the em ployee. Em ployees w ill not be entitled 
to com pensation for unused vacation or personal leave upon term ination of 
em ploym ent. 

Em ployecs can earn  one day of sick leave for each consecutive m onth of em ploym ent 
up to a m axinm m  of ten days per year. U nused sick leave shall be accum ulated from 
one calendar year to the next up to a m axim um of 60 days per year. Em ployees w ill 
not be entitled to com pensation for unused sick leave upon termination. 

The presiding judge may permit an employee to take additional vacation or sick leave 
for a reasonable period taking into account the needs of the em ployee, proper 
functioning of the court and the public interest. 

j) Fneumbrances 
Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other com m it- 
m ents are recorded in the fund general ledger, is not utilized by the D istrict. 

k) M enm randum O nly - Total Colum n 

The total colum n on the general-purpose financial statem ent is captioned 
"M em orandum O nly" because it does not represent consolidated financial inform ation 
and is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. The colunm  does not present 
intbm lation that reflects financial position or results of operations in accordance w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles, lnterfund elim inations have not been m ade 
in the aggregation of this data. 

9 



N ote 2 - D E I'O SIT S 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Louisiana state law allow s all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations 
of the United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having theh" 
principal office in Louisiana or any other federally insured investm ent. 

State law requires deposits (cash and certificates of deposit) of all political subdivisions 
be fully collateralized at all tim es. A cceptable collateralization includes the FDIC 
insurance and the m arket value of securities purchased and pledged to the political 
subdivision. Obligation of the U nited States, the State of Louisiana and certain political 
subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security m ust 
be held by the political subdivision or w ith an unaffiliated bank or trust com pany for thc 

account of the political subdivision. 

Cash and deposits are categorized into three categories of credit risk 

Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral 

held by the D istrict or its agent ira the D istrict's nam e. 

Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 

institt,tion's trust departnlent or its agent in the D istrict's nam e. 

Calegory 3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 

institution or its trust departm ent or agents but not in the District's nam e and deposits 
w hich are uninsured or uncollateralized. 

The year end bank balances of deposits and the carry ing am ounts as show n on the 

com bined balance sheet are as follow s: 

C ash 
Investm ents: 
Certificates of deposit 

Totals 

Bank Balances 
Category _  

2 
B ook 

3 Balance 

$100,000 $ - $221,390 $312,791 

_  
1
_0_6~265 206.265 

$200~QQO $- $327~6~5 $519,056 



Note 2 - DEPOSITS (C'ontinued) 

Exhibit D 

(Conflnued) 

At December 31, 1999, cash and certificates of deposit in excess of the FDIC insurance 
w ere collateralized by securities held by unaffi liated banks for the account of the D istrict. 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which promulgates the 
standards for accounting and financial reporting for state and local governm ents, 

considers these securities uncollateralized. Even though the pledged securities arc 
considered uncollateralized under the provisions of GA SB Statem ent 3, Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to 
advertise and sell the pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the depositor 
that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

Note 3 - D UE FRO M  O TH ER G O V ERNM ENTAL UNITS 

A m ounts due from  other govern m ental units at D ecem ber 31, 1999 consisted of the 

follow ing: 

U .S. D epartm ent of Justice: 
O ffi ce of Juslice Program s 

State of Louisiana: 
Judicial Branch 
D epartm ent of ltealth and ttospitals 

Lafourche Parish: 
Clerk of Court 
Sheriff 

Tota 

G eneral 
Fund 

$ 

53O 

2,130 
11,67

_0 

$1~330 

Special 
Revenue 
Fund 

$ 4,995 

11,523 

6,518 



N ote 4 - C H A N (;ES IN FIX ED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in fixed assets follow s 

Balance 

January 
I. 1999 

Building renovations $ 17,691 
Equipm ent 

_  
307~363 

Totals 

N ote 5 - R ISK  M A N A G EM EN T 

Additions D eletions 

153.654 
$ 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Balance 

D ecem ber 
31. 1999 

$ 17,691 
458.229 

$325~054 $153,654 $2~788 $4"75,920 

The D istrict is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; lheft of, dam age to and 
destruction of assets; errors and om issions; and natural disasters for w hich the D istrict 
carries com m ercial insurance. N o settlem ents w ere m ade during the year that exceeded 
the D istrict's insurance coverage. 

N ote 6 - O N -BEItA LF PAY M ENTS 

G A SB Statem ent 24 "A ccounting and Financial Reporting for Certain G rants and O ther 
Financial Assistance" requires that on-behalf paym ents for fringe benefits and salaries be 
recognized as revenue and expenditures in the em ployer governm ent's financial 

statem ents. O n-behalf paym ents for fiinge benefits and salaries are direct paym ents m ade 

by one entity (the paying entity or paying government) to a third-party recipient for the 
employee of another, legally separate entity (the employer entity or employer 
government.) The amount recognized as intergovernmental revenue and personal 
services expenditures as on-behalf paym ents am ounted to $869,517. Included in the on- 
behalf paym ents are contributions to pension plans. The D istrict em ployees belong to the 
Louisiana State Em ployees' Retirem ent System  Pension Plan and Lafourche Parish 
Council contributes to this pension plan on behalf of the l)istrict. The Judges of the 
D istrict belong to the Louisiana State Em ployees' Retirem ent System  Pension Plan and 
the State of Louisiana contributes to this pension plan on behalf of the D istrict. 

12 



N ote 7 - R EIM BIJR SED EX PEN DITU RES 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

The District recognized $9,720 in reimbursem ents from the Louisiana State Judiciary 
D eparlm ent for travel-related expenditures. These reim bursem ents are accounted for as 
reductions to tile related expenditure. 



SU PPLEM EN TA RY IN FO RM ATIO N SEC TIO N 



B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

IN D EPEN I)EN T A UD ITO R 'S R EPO R T O N A D D ITIO NA L IN FO R M ATIO N 

To thc ttonorable D istrict Judges 
Sevcnteenlh Judicial D istrict, 
Thibodaux, Louisiana. 

Our report oll our audit of the general-purpose financial statem ents of Seventeenth Judicial 

District - District Court Fund (the District) for the year ended December 31, 1999, appears on page 
1. That audit w as conducted for the purpose of fein ting an opinion on such financial statem ents 
taken as a whole. The information contained in the schedule of revenues and expenditures and 
graphs of revenues and expenditures for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general-purpose financial 

statements. Such information has been subjeeted to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the general-purpose financial statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects 

in relation to the general-purpose financial statem ents for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999, taken 
as a w hole. 

W e also have previously audited, in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in G overnm e

_
n

_L Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States, the balance sheets of Seventeenth Judicial 

D istrict - D istrict Court Fund as of Decem ber 31, 1998 and 1997, and the related statem ents of 
revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance for each of the two years in the period ended 

I)eeember 31, 1998 (none of which is presented herein), and we expressed unqualified opinions on 
those financial statem ents. In our opinion, the information presented in the schedule of revenues 
and expendilures and graphs of revenues and expenditures for the years ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 
and 1997 is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the general-purp ose financial 
statem ents from which it has been derived. 

]]ounla, La., 

June 12, 2000 

1340 W est q unncl Blvd., Suite 430 
P.O Box 2168 
[Iouma, ] A 70361-2168 
Phone (504) 868-0139 
Fax (504) 879-1949 

Certified Public A ccountants 

Certified Public 
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Fax (504) 833 9093 

504 W csl Second Slreel 
P,O. Box 1205 
Thibodaux, LA 70302~1205 
Pholbc (504) 44%5243 



Schedule 1 

SCItl:~D ULE O F REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES - G ENE_]/AI~ FUNI) 

R evenues 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istricl C ourt Fund 

For the years ended Decem ber 31, 1999, 1998 and 1997 

Federal G overmnenl 
State of l,ouisiana* 

O lhcr Local G overnm ent* 
Shcrift4s O ffice 

Clerk of Cotlrl 
D istrict A ttorney 

M iscellancous 

E xpenditures 

PCI'SODI'~] scrviccs * 

Supplies and m alerials 

O ther services and charges 
M aintenance and repair 

Capital expenditures 

Total expcnditures 

1999 1998 1997 

430,660 

538,857 

112,614 

27,762 

22,465 

25,376 

$ 4,417 
430,845 

451,833 
77,506 

26,576 
21:,341 

20,999 

12,340 

71,258 
24,319 
15,434 

21,138 

$ 1,157,734 $ 1,033,517 $ 144,489 

$ 875,175 $ 
20,260 

41,298 
6,570 

76,002 

38,519 

18,420 

47,448 

37,483 
35,057 

$ 1,154,279 $ 1,019,305 $ 176,927 

* Includes on-.bchalfpaym ents for 1999 and 1998 
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SPEC IA L R EPO R TS O F C ERTIFIED PU BLIC A C C O UN TA NTS 



B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

R EPO RT O N C O M PLIA N C E A N D O N IN TER N A L C O N TR O L O V ER 
FIN A N C IA l. R EPO RTIN G BA SED O N A N A UD IT O F G EN ERA l.- 

PUR PO SE FINA N CIA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED IN A C COR DAN CE 
W ITH  G O V ER N M FN T A U D ITIN G STA N D A RD S 

To the ltonorable District Judges 
Seventeenth Judicial D istrict, 

Thibodaux, l,ouisiana. 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statem ents of the Seventeenth Judicial 

District - District Court Fund (the District), a component unit of the Lafourche Parish Council, as 
of and for tim 5,ear ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 12, 
2000. W e conducled our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
slandards applicable to financial audits contained in G overnm ent Audiling~S

_
tandards, 

(;om ptrollcr G eneral of the U nited States. 

C om l)liance 

issued by the 

A s pin t of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the D istrict's general-puq)osc 

financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we performed tests of its com pliance w ith 

certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have 
a direct and m aterial effect on the detem aination of financial statem ent am ounts, ltowever, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom pliance that are required to be reported under G overnm ent A uditing Standards 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the D istrict's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general-purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting. O ur consideration of the ir~ternal control over financial reporting 
w ould not necessarily disclose all m ailers in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight 

bc m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 

1340 W est "1 ulmcl Blvd, Suite 430 
v.o Box 216g 
Itottma, I.A 70361-2168 
P]loIIC (5(14) 868-0139 
lax (504) 879-1949 

Certified Puhlic 
Ae~ounlants I Consutiants 

A Lindted Liability Company 

PO. Box 60600 
Ne~ Orleans, LA 70160-0600 
llc,ilage Plaza, Suite 800 
I'll(lilt (5~) 831-4949 
Fax (504) 833-9093 

504 W est Second Street 
P.O, Box 1205 
"1 hibodaux, LA 70302 1205 
Phone (5~ ) 447-5243 



one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk 
that m isstatenaents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being 
audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 
perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over 
financial reporting and its operations that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Judges, m anagem ent, the State of 
Louisiana and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and 
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Thibodaux, La 
June 12, 2000. 

Certified Public A ccountants 
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SC H EI)ULE O F FIN D IN G S 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict C ourt Fund 

For the year ended I)ecem ber 31, 1999 

Section 1 Sum m ary of A uditor's R esults 

a) Financial Statements 

Type of auditor's report issued: unqualified 

Internal control over financial reporting 

~ M aterial weakness(es) identified? 
~ Reportable condition(s) identified that are not 
considered to be m aterial w eaknesses? 

yes X no 

_ _  
yes X none reported 

N oncom pliance m aterial to financial statem ents noted? 
_ _ _  

ye,; X no 

b) Federal Awards 

Seventeenlh Judicial D istrict - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of 
$300,000 during 1999 and therefore is exem pt fiom the audit requirem ents under the Single 
Audit A ct and O M B Circular A -133, Audits of States, Local G overnm ents, and N on-l'rofil 
Organizations. 

Section II Finaneial Statem ent Findings 

N o financial statem ent findings w ere noted during the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31 
1999. 

Section III Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs 

N ot applicaM e 
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REPO RTS BY M ANA G EM ENT 



SC ItED U LE O F PRIO R Y EA R FIND IN G S 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict C ourt Fund 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Section 1 Internal C onlrol and C om pliance M aterial to tile G eneral-Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

Internal Control 

No m aterial weaknesses were reported during the audit for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998. 
No reportable conditions were reported during the audit for the year ended Decem bcr 31, 1998 

Com pliance 

N o com pliance findings m aterial to the general-purpose financial statem ents w ere noted during 
the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

Section II Internal C ontrol and Com pliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 

Seventeenth Judicial I)istrict - D istrict Court Fund did not receive federal aw ards in excess of 

$300,000 during the year ended December 31, 1998 and therefore was exempt from the audit 
requirem ents under the Single Audit A ct and OM B Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local 
G overnm ents, and N on-Profit O rganizations. 

Section 111 M anagem ent Lelter 

A m anagem ent letter w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended Decem ber 
31, 1998. 



M A N A G EM ENT 'S CO R R EC TIV E A C TIO N PLA N 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict C ourt Fund 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Section 1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M [aterial to the G eneral-Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

Internal Conhol 

N o m aterial weaknesses were reported during the audit for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. 
N o reportable conditions w ere reported during tile audit for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Com pliance 

N o com pliance findings m aterial to the general-purpose financial statem ents w ere noted during 

the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

Section I1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 

Seventeenth Judicial D istrict - D istrict Court Fund did not receive federal aw ards in excess of 

$300,000 during 1999 and therefore is exempt from the audit requirem ents under the Single 
A udit Act and O M B Circular A -133, A udits of States, Local G overnm ents, and N on-Profit 
O rganizations. 

Section I11 M anagem ent Letter 

A m anagem ent letter w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended Decem ber 
31, 1999. 
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