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Ou r aud it was to hav e been conducted in accordance w ith generally 
accepted auditin9 standards and standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in the Government A uditing Standards, issued by 
the United States Comptroller General . However , because of a 
failure by the board to maintain adequate accounting records , we 
were not ab]e to apply the foregoing standards and audit the 
accounts} records, and transactions of Fire Protection District 
No . 3 of Lafourche Parish . 

Our efforts were lim ited to a prelim inary review of the board 's 
records , or ].ack thereof , and procedures to determ ine whether such 
records were in a condition for audit . We conducted an interview 
with the district 's bookkeeper and acting adm inistrator . Based 
upon the preliminary review , we present the following findings. 
Had the board 's records perm itted an audit in accordance with the 
foregoing standards , there m ight hav e been other matters that we 
would have brought: to your attention . 

The board was created by the Police Jury of the parish of Lafourche 
on May 13 , 1953 to prov ide fire protection for the citizens of the 
d istrict . The board is composed of five members who are residents 
of the district . 

[10 J l:.L;iV :..,I; :~ 
03A 13:.):JU 

M EM BERS A M ERICAN INSTITUTE OF C ERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN'IS 

[LO U ISIAN A S OC IETY O F C ERTIt~IED P UB LIC A CCO U NTANTS 



Board of Con~nissioners 
Fire Protection District No . 3 

of Lafourehe Parish 
Letter Report dated April 4 , 2000 
Page 2 of 4 

Our findings are as follows 

i) Findinq 

The board did not have adequate accounting records . The 
genera]_ ledger and balance sheet were out of balance (debits 
did not equal credits) due to problems with the district's 
software . 

During 1998 the district changed from the software it had 
been using because of its concerns that the software was not 
yet Y2K ready as had been promised . 

The district used the new software for the fiscal year 
being audited . The software could not produce a balanced 
general ledger nor could it produce a balance sheet that 
balanced . The program was either posting unbalanced entries 
or one-sided entries . The district could not get assistance 
in correcting these program problems because the company that 
wrote and sold the program is out of business . 

Due to these software problems and the resulting 
accounting records an audit can not be performed as of the 
date of this report . 

Re comm endation s 

It is recommended that a new program be purchased as soon 
as possible to allow the district to produce adequate and 
accurate financial records and reports . The district should 
choose a program that fits its needs and also that is widely 
used and supported by numerous users and vendors/consultants. 
The district should seek professional assistance in choosing , 
implementing , and testing the new software after its 
installation . An accountin9 professional should evaluate that 
the program once installed is producing accurate and adequate 
accounting records and reports . 
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The district is currently posting all of the transactions 
of the fiscal year in question so that an audit can be 
completed on its books . It is carefully monitoring the 
process with the help of professional assistance

, to en su re 
that the records it is producing are accurate and are able to 
be audited . As soon as this process is complete the district 
will begin a search for a new software package that is widely 
used and supported and capable of producing the types of 
reports and records that fit the district 's needs . The 
district will seek professional advfce

, as warranted , 
throughout the process of choosing

, installing , and testing 
the new software package . 

The district would like to emphasize that it takes its 
obligation to produce and maintain accurate financial records 
and reports very seriously and will do everything in its power 
to expedite the process and have our books ready to be 
audited . 

2) Findin~ 

The district 's audit 
Legislative Auditor within 
fiscal year as required by 

Re comm end ation 

report was not subm itted to the 
six months of the close of its 

state law . 

No recommendation considered necessary becau se the only 
reason the six month deadline was not met is due to software 
problems it encountered . 

M an aQ em en t 's R en ort 
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3) Prior Year Findinqs 

N one 

Respectfully submitted 

Aldon G . Wahl , Jr . 
Certified Public Accountant 


