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W e have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the St. Bern ard Parish Clerk of 
Court as of an d for th e year ended June 30, 1999, as  listed in the table of contents. These general-purp ose 
financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court. Our 
responsibility is to expreSs an  opinion on these general-purp ose financial statements bas ed on our audit. 

W e co nducted our au dit in accordance  with generally accepted auditing standards an d Government Auditing 
Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan  and 
perform th e audit to  obtain reasonable as surance about wheth er the financial statements are free of material 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes  exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in 
the general-purpose fin ancial statem ents . An audi t also includes as sessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by management, as  well as  evaluating th e overall general-purp ose financial 
statement pres entation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The St. Be rnard Parish Clerk of Court has not pres ented the disclosures required  by Governmental Accoun ting 
Standards Boar d Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about year 2000 lssues, as  am ended  by Governm eotal 
Accounting Standards  Board Technical Bulletin 99-1, that the Governmental Accounting Standards  Board has 
determined  ar e nece ssary to supplement, although not be a part of, the basic financial statements. In addition, 
we do not provide as surance  that the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court is or will become year 2000 co mpliant, 
that th e St. Be rnard Parish Clerk of Court's year 2000 remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, 
or that parties  wi th which th e St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court does busines s ar e or will become year 2000 
co mplian t. 

In our opinion, th e general-purp ose financial statements referred  to above pres ent fairly, in all material res peCts, 
th e financial position of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court as of Jun e 30, 1999, an d the results of its 
ope mtioas an d its changes in fund balan ces for the year then ended  in conformity with generally accepted 
accoun ting principles. 

Texaco Center ~ 400 ]Poydras Street ~ Suite 1 g00 ~ New Orleans, I,A 7(1130-3223 ~ Telcf, hone 504/56g-0086 
Fax 504/568-0102 ~ hltp:/www.bfscpa.com 



Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purp ose financial statements 
taken as a x,~ho|~.. The ac.com panylng fiduciary funds - agency funds supplem ental inform ation schedules, 
combining balance sheets an d the statements of changes in unsettled deposits contained  on pages 18, 19 and 20 
are presented for purp oses  of additional an alysis an d ar e not a required  part of the general-purpose financial 

statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures  applied  in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements an d, in our opinion, is fairly 
presented in all material respects, in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as  a whole. 

September 22, 1999 
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REVENUES: 
Licenses and perm its 
Fees, charges , and 

A ERK O F CO URT 
IA 

for services: 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for co pies of documents 
M iscellan eous 

Use of m oney an d property - interes t earnings 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES: 
General government: 
Personnel services an d related benefits 
Operating services 
Travel an d other charges 
Capital outlay 
Capital lease paym ents 
Intergovem mental 

TOTAL  EX PEN DITURES 

EXCESS OF RE VEN UES OVER EXPENDITURE S 

FUN D BALAN CE AT BEGINN IN G OF YEAR 

FUN D BAL AN CE AT END OF YE AR 

See notes to financial statem ents 
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8,238 

853,176 
585,716 
12,384 
16,296 
55,966 

1,531,776 

1,147,319 
159,072 
8,648 

42,616 
7,944 
10,487 

1,376,086 

155,690 

870,074 

$1.025.764 
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C H ALM ETTE. LO UISIANA 

REVENUES: 
Licenses and perm its 
Fees, charges, and commissions  for services 
Court co sts, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for co pies of doc uments 
M isce llan eous 
Use of m oney an d property - interest earnings 

TOTAL RE VEN UES 

EXPENDITURES: 
General government: 
Personnel se rvices an d related benefits 
Operating services 
Travel an d other charges  
Capital outlay 
Capital lease paym ents 
Intergovernm ental 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS OF RE VENUES OVER EXPEN DITURES 

FUND BAL AN CE AT BEGINNIN G OF YEAR 

FUN D BAL ANCE AT END OF YE AR 

Budget 

$ 8,000 

815,500 
553,000 
12,000 
14,500 
55,000 

Actual 

$ 8,238 

853,176 
585,716 
12,384 
16,296 
55,96_6 

Vafiano~ 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 238 

37,676 
32,716 

384 
1,796 
966 

1,458,000 1,531,776 73,776 

1,161,000 
155,500 
8,900 
45,000 

1,147,319 
159,072 
8,648 
42,616 
7,944 

11,000 10,487 

1,381,400 1,376,086 

76,600 155,690 

870,074 870,074 

$ 946.674 $~  

See notes to finan cial statements 
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13,681 

(3,572) 
252 

2,384 

(7,944) 
513 

5,314 

79,090 



]NTRODUC~ 0N 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as th e 
ex-offieio notary public, th e recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts, an d has other duties and 
powers provided by law. The clerk of co urt is elected for a four-yca r term. 

Basis of presentation - Th e accompanying financial statements of the St. Bernard Clerk of Court have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental 
units. Th e Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
es tablishing govern m ental acco unting an d financial reporting principles . 

Reporting entity - As th e governing auth ority of th e parish, for reporting purposes, th e St. Bern ard Parish 
Counc~i is the fmancial reporting entity for St. Bernard Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) 
the primary government (council), Co) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, an d (e) other organizations for which nature an d significance of their relationship with the 
primary government ar e such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be 
m isleading or incomplete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 es tablished  criteria for determ ining which 
co mponent units should be co nsidered  part of th e St. Bernard Parish Council for financial repo rting 
purposes. The bas ic criterion for including a potential co mponent unit wi thin th e reporting entity is 
financial accountability. Th e GASB has set forth criteria to be cons idered in determining financial 
accountability . Th is criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, an d 

a. Th e ability of the co uncil to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for th e organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impo se 
specific financial burdens  on the co un cil. 

2. Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent 
on th e co uncil. 

3. Organiza tions for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the 
organiza tion is not included  because of th e natu re or significance  of th e relationship. 

(Continued) 
6 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
CHALM ETTE. LO UISIANA 

D 
(Continued) 

-  (Continued) 

Because the parish council pays certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office as required by Louisiana 
law, the clerk of court was  determined to be a co mponent unit of the St. Bernard Parish Council, the 
financial reporting entity, The accompanying financial statements present information only on th e funds 
maintained  by th e clerk of co urt and do not pres ent information on th e council, the general governm ent 
services provided by that governm ental mill or the other government units that co mprise the financial 
reporting entity . 

Fund acco unting - The clerk of co urt uses funds an d account groups to report on its financial po sition an d 
th e res ults of its operations. Fun d accounting is des igned  to demonstrate legal co mplian ce  an d to aid 
financial man agement by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions  or activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balan cing set of acc ounts. On the other hand, an acc ount 
group is a finan cial reporting device  designed to provide accountability for certain as sets and liabilities that 
are not recorded  in the funds  because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
res ources. 

Funds of the clerk of co urt are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary 
(Agency Funds). Th ese fun ds are described  as follows: 

Genera/Fun d 

The General Fun d, as provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk 
of co urt an d acco un ts for the operations of the clerk's office . Th e various fees an d charges due to the 
clerk's office  are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures ar e paid from this fund. 

Agency Funds  

Th e Advan ce  Deposit an d Registry of Court Agency Funds accoun t for assets held as  an  agent for 
others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) an d do not involve measurement 
of results of operations. 

Basis of accounting - Basis of acco unting refers to when revenues an d expenditures are recogn ized in the 
accounts an d reported in th e financial statements. Bas is of accoun ting relates to th e timing of th e 
m easurem ents made, regar dless of th e measurement focus applied. The governmental funds  ar e accounted 
for using a flow of current fmancial res ources measurement fueus. Th e accompanying general purpose 
finan cial statements have been prepared  on the modified  accrual bas is of accounting. Th e governmental 
fu nds  use the following practice  in recording revenues an d expenditures: 

(Continued) 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

YEAR ENDED JU NE 301 1999 
(Continued) 

A. SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES.- (Continued ) 

Basis of accounting - Continued 

Revenues 

Recordings, cancellations, co urt attendance, criminal co st, etc., are recorded  in the year in which they 
ar e earned . Interest income on investm ents is recorded  when th e investm ents have matured  and the 
income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded  when received. 

Expenditures  

Expenditures ar e generally recorded  under the modified  ace m al basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred . 

Budget practices - The proposed budget for the 1999 fiscal year was m ade available for public inspection at 
th e clerk's office  on June 11, 1998. The proposed  budget, prepared  on th e modified  accrual bas is of 

accounting, was published in the official journal 13 days prior to the public hearing. The budget hearing 
was  held at the clerk's office  on June 12, 1998. Th e budget is legally ad opted and amended, as  necessary, 
by th e clerk. The budget for the 1999 fiscal year was amended, ad opted  and published  in the offi cial 

journal on March 26, 1999. All appropriations lapse at year end. 

Fomml budget integration (within the acco unting records) is employed as a management control device. 
Budget am ounts included  in th e accompanying financial statements include th e original ad opted  budget and 
all subsequent am endments. 

Cas h an d cash equivalents - Cas h includes am oun ts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, 
and money market accounts. Cas h equivalents include am ounts in time deposits an d those investm ents 
with original maturities of 90 da ys or les s. Under state law, th e clerk of co urt may deposit funds in demand 
deposits, interes t beating demand deposits, money market accoun ts, or time deposits with state banks 
organ ized under Louisiana law and national banks ha ving th eir principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

Unco llectible accounts receivable - Th e clerk of co urt uses the allowance  m ethod to account for 
uncollectible accounts receivable. The allowan ce for un collectible acco un ts is bas ed  on prior years 
experience  and management's analysis of possible bad  debts. Bad debt recoveries ar e charged against the 
allowan ce  accoun t as  realized. Th e clerk of co urt co nsiders all accoun ts receivable at Jun e 30, 1999 to be 
fu lly co llectible. Accordingly, no allowance  for un collectible accoun ts is required. 

(Continued) 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

YEAR ENDED JU NE 30~ 1999 
(Continued) 

-  (Continued) 

General fixed assets and long-term obligations - Fixed  as sets are accounted for in the general fixed assets 
account group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed assets are provided by the parish police jury 
and ar e recorded  with in th e general fixed  assets account group. All purchas ed  fixed  as sets ar e valued  at 

historical co st. Fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are valued at their estimated fair value on 
th e date received . No depreciation has been provided  on general fixed  as sets. 

The account group is not a fund. It is concern ed  only wi th th e measurement of financial position and does 
not involve th e m easurement of results of operations. 

- Employees of th e clerk of co urt's offi ce earn two weeks vacation leave an d up to 
four weeks  sick leave each year. The leave time aoe rues on a calendar year bas is and must be used in th e 
calendar year earned  an d is not payable upon separation from service. Th e accrued  accumulated leave 
which had been un used  by em ployees at Jun e 30, 1999 has been included  in th e long term liability account 
group in th e acco mpan ying financial statements. 

Fund equity - Reserves represent th ose portions of fund eq uity not appropriable for expenditure or ar e 
legally segregated for a specific fu ture use. Designated fund balan ce s represent tentative plans for future 
use of fmancial resources. 

Tota l columns on statements - Total columns on th e statements ar e ca ptioned  "M emorandum Only" to 
indicate that th ey ar e presented only to facilitate analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial 
po sition or results of operations  in conform ity wi th generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is 
such da ta comparable to a co nsolida tion. 

Use of estimates - Th e preparation of financial statements in co nform ity wi th generally accepted 
accounting principles req uires management to make estimates an d as sum ptions  that affec t the reported  
am ounts of as sets and liabilities  an d disclosure of co ntingent as sets an d liabilities at th e da te of the financial 
statements and th e reported am oun ts of revenues and expenses during th e reporting period. Actual res ults 
could differ from th ose es tima tes. 

(Continued) 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 

(Continued) 

At June 30, 1999, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $2,290,680 as 
follows: 

Checking accounts 
Tim e deposits 
Savings passboo ks 

Total Deposits 

$1,359,990 
650,000 
280,690 

$2.290.68Q 

The deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, the deposits (or the resulting 
bank balan ces) must be secured by fed eral deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank. The market value of the pled ged securities plus the fed eral deposit insurance must at all times 
eq ual the am ount on deposit with the fiscal ag ent bank. These sec urities are held in the name of the 
pledging fiscal ag ent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties . At 

June 30, 1999, the clerk has $2,415,681 in deposits (co llected bank balances). Th ese deposits axe secured 
from risk by $390,705 of fed eral deposit insurance  and $3,700,000 of pled ged  securities held by the 
custodial bank in the name of the fiscal ag ent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though th e pled ged  sec urities are not considered  co llateral under th e provisions  of GASB Statement 3 
(Category 3), Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custod ial bank to 
advertise and sell th e pledged sec urities wi thin 10 days of being notified  by th e clerk of court that th e fiscal 
agent has failed  to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

C. RECEIV ABLES 

Th e receivables of $14,071 at June 30, 1999, are as  follows 

Regular  
Court Attendance 
Criminal Court Costs 
Other 

(Continued ) 
10 

Governmental 
Fund - 

General Fund 
$10,801 
1,320 
1,917 
33 

$14,07[ 
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ST. BER NA RD PARISH  CLERK O F CO I]RT 

(Continued) 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office furnishings and equipment) follows 

Balan ce, July 1, 1998 
Additions - purchased by: 
General fu nd 
Parish council 
Departm ent of elections 

Disposals 

Balan ce , June 30, 1999 

$234,768 

137,944 
2,401 
386 

03,031) 

$362.46_8_ 

E. PEN SION PLAN 

Plan Description. Substan tially all employees of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court are members of the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fan d (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (PERS), co ntrolled an d administered by a separate board of trustees. The 
system provides retirement, survivor, disability an d terminated benefits to plan members an d be neficiaries. 

Funding Policy. All regular employees earning at least $500 per month who ar e un der the age of 60 at the 
time of original employm ent are req uired  to participate in the System . Employees who retire at or after ag e 
55 with at least 12 years of credited  service are entitled to an annual retirement be nefit, payable monthly for 
life, eq ual to 3 percent of th eir final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 
percent of th eir final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over th e 36 

co nsecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate wi th at least 12 
years of service  and do not withdraw their employee co ntributions may retire at or after age 55 an d receive 
th e full be nefit accrued  to their date of temfination. The System also provides death an d disability be nefits. 
Benefits ar e established  by state statute. Contributions  to the System include one-fourth of one percent 
(one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be  collectible by the tax rolls of each 
par ish. State statute req uires co vered employees to  co ntribute a percentage of th eir salaries to th e System . 
As provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer's co ntributions  ar e determined  by ac tuarial 
valuation an d are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. 

Annual Pension Cost. For 1999, the Clerk's annual pension cost of $89,550 was greater than the Clerk's 
req uired  co ntribution of $62,327. The req uired co ntribution was determined  as part of the June 30, 1998 
actuarial valuation. Th e actuarial assumptions included a 8% investment rate of return (net of 
administrative expenses) an d a projected salary increase of 6% per year. 

(Continued ) 
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E. PENSION PLAN - (Continued) 

(Continued) 

Three year trend inform ation for the St. Bern ard Parish Clerk of Court 

Fiscal Y ear 
Funding 
6/30/97 
6/30/98 
6/30/99 

Annual Pension 

Co~ (APC) 
$74,379 
70,160 
89,550 

Percentage of 
APC Contributed 

100%  
100%  
100%  

Net Pension 
Obligation 

$ 0 
0 
0 

Reouired sunnlemental inform ation - Sched ule of Fundint, Program  of PERS 

Actuarial 
Accrued  UAAL as a 

Actuarial Liability Unfunded  Percentage 
Actuarial Value of (AAL) - AAL Funded Covered of Covered 
Valuation Assets Entry (UAAL) Ratio Payroll Payroll 
Date (a) Age (b) (b-a) (a/b) (c) ((b-a)/c) 
6/30/96 $112,216,664 $179,297,050 $67,080,386 63%  $47,314,712 142% 
6/30/97 131,204,391 189,475,992 58,271,601 70% 48,901,964 120% 
6/30/98 163,469,063 204,123,432 40,654,369 80% 51,914,876 79% 

The following provides ce rtain additional disclosures for th e clerk and th e retirem ent system : 

Year Ended  
June 30, 1999 

Total current-year payroll 

Total current-year covered  payroll - employer 
Total current-year covered  payroll - employees 
(excluding DROP wages) 

Actuarially required  co ntribution 
Dollar am ount 

Perce nt of total actuarially required  co ntribution of all 
participating employers and employees 

(Continued) 
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$935,582 

$895,502 

$824,827 

$ 64,393 

.85%  



CHA LM ETTE. LO UISIANA 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

E. PENSION PLAN - (Continued) 

Contributions 

Employees 
Em ployer 

TOTAL 

(Continued ) 

Required 
by Statu h 

8.25%  $ 68,048 
6.96 . 62,327 

15.21%  $130.375 

Actual 
Contribution 

8.25%  
10.00 

$ 68,048 
89,550 

18.25%  $L57,598 

Actu arial information about the System for its most recent year available, the year ended  June 30, 1998, is 
presented below. 

Estimated payroll for current year 

Actuarially required  co ntributions  

Actuarially req uired co ntribution for dedicated  taxes 

Dollar am oun t 

Percent of estimated  payroll 

Actuarially req uired  contribution for employers and employees 

D ollar  am oun t 

Perce nt of estimated  payr oll 

Total actu arially req uired  contribution: 

Dollar  am ount 

Percent of estimated payr oll 

(Continued ) 
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$51,914,876 

$ 3,853,775 

7.42% 

$ 3,733,045 

7.19%  

$ 7,586,820 

14.61%  
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E. PENSION PLAN - (Continued) 

F 

ED JUNE 
(Continued) 

Louisiana Clerks of Court an d Relief Fund - Continued 

Net assets, fair value 

Pension benefit obligation 

Unfunded  pension benefit obligation 

$163,469,063 

204,123,432 

$ 40,654~ 69. 

The pens ion be nefit obligation is a standardized measure of the present value of pension be nefits, adjusted 
for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated benefits, estimated to be payable in the future as 
a result of employee service to date. Th e measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected 
be nefits, is intended to help users as sess the System's funding status on a going-concern basis, assess 
progres s mad e in accum ulating suffi cient as sets to pay benefits when due, an d make comparisons am ong 
PERS an d employers. Th e System does not make separate m easurements of assets and pension be nefit 
obligations for individual employers. 

H istorical trend inform ation showing th e System's progres s in accum ulating suffi cient assets to pay be nefits 
when due is pres ented in th e System's co mprehens ive annual financial report. That report ma y be  obtained  
by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fun d, 11745 Brieksome Avenue, Suite 
BI, Baton Rouge, Lo uisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Th e St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court does not guarantee th e benefits granted by th e System . 

The clerk's offi ce  is obligated under a certain capital lease. The leased asset an d related obligations are 
accounted for in th e General Fixed  Assets Accoun t Group an d th e General Long-Term Debt Account 
Group, respec tively. Th e as set under the ca pitalized lease totaled $95,328 at Jun e 30, 1999, an d 
accum ulated  amortization on the asset totaled  $49,650. Th e following is a sched ule of future minimum  
lease payments under the capital lease. 

Years Ending 
June 30: 
2000 
2001 

Present value of minimum lease payments 

(Continued) 
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$23,832 
21,846 

$45.678 



G 

ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
CHALM ETTE. LO UISIANA 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

D 

(Continued) 

The St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees become eligible for these be nefits if th ey 
reach norm al retirement age while working for the clerk of co urt. These benefits for retirees and similar 
be nefits for active employees ar e provided  through an insurance co mpan y whose monthly premiums ar e 
paid jointly by the employees and the clerk of court. Th e clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing 
these be nefits (the clerk's portion of the premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due. 
Th e co st of such premiums borne by th e clerk of co urt for both active an d retired  participan ts amounted to 
$110,852 for 1999. These benefits are provided  in acco rdance with the provisions of the Louisiana Clerks 
of Court Retirement an d Relief System in which the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court's office participates 
as des cribed in note E. 

The co st of providiag  th ese benefits for th e 10 retired  participants for th e year ended June 30, 1999 is as 
follows: 

Retirees' contributions  
Clerk of Court's co ntributions 

Total co ntributions  

H . CHANGES IN  AGEN CY FUN D BALAN CES 

A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled  deposits follows: 

Agency funds: 
Advan ce deposit 
Registry of co urt 

$ 9,681 
9,682_ 

$19~3fi3 

Uns ettled  
Deposits 
Beginning 
of Yea~_  Additions Reductions 

$ 916,886 
282~753 

$1,417,452 
8389.~ _~32 

$1,354,528 
830,981 

Uns ettled 
Deposits 
End 

of Year 

$ 979,810 
290,704 

TOTAL $~  $2_256~ t~ $~  $ ~2__Z0, _5=~_. 

Advan ce Deposit Fund 

Th e Advan ce Deposit Fund, as  provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advan ce 
deposits on suits filed  by litigants. Th e advan ces ar e refundable to th e litigan ts after all co sts have been 
paid. 

(Continued) 
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A 
CH ALM ETTE. LO U ISIA NA 

TA TEM E 

YEAR ENDED JU NE 30. 1999 
(Continued) 

H . CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

Registry of Court Fund 

(Continued) 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:475, aco ounts for funds that have 

been ordered by the court to be held un til judgment has been rendered in court litigation. W ithdrawal of the 
fu nds  can be made only upon order of th e court. 

I. EXCESS FUN D BALAN CE 

Lo uisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of offi ce) the clerk 
of court must pay th e parish treasurer th e portion of the General Fund balance that exceeds one-half of the 
revenues of the last year of the clerk's term of offi ce . At Jan e 30, 1999, there was  no am ount due th e parish 
treasurer as  this was not the las t year of the clerk's four-year term of the offi ce, and no determ ination of the 
am ount that will be  due, if any, can be made at this time. 

J. LITIGATION AN D CLAIM S 

There were no litigation or claims outstanding at June 30, 1999, in which the clerk of court's office  was 
involved. 

K. EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's offi ce ar e paid by the parish co uncil and are not included  in the 
accompanying finan cial statements. Th ese expenditures are summ arized as  follows: 

Operating service s less co urt attendance 
Capital outlay 

TOTAL 

$60,056 
2,401 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CHALM ETTE. LOUISIANA 



FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFO RM ATIO N SCH EDU LES 

ADVAN CE DEPOSIT FUN D 

Y EA R EN DED .H JN E 30. 1999 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance 
deposits on suits filed by litigan ts. The ad vances are refundable to the litigan ts atter all costs have been 
paid. 

REGISTRY OF COURT FUN D 

Th e Registry of Court Fun d, as  provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have 

been ordered by the court to be held un til judgment has been rendered in co urt litigation. W ithdrawal of the 
funds can be made only upon order of the co urt. 

18 



ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 

LIABILITIES 

Unsettled deposits 

ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
CIIALM ETTE. LO UISIANA 

FID U CIAR Y FUN DS - A G ENCY FUN DS 

A 

Advance 
Dcpo sit 
Fund 

Registry 
of Court 

.Fund 

$979,810 $290.704 $1.270.534 

$979.8100 $2~0 7~ _04 $1~2~ 514 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
CH ALM ETTE. LOUISIANA 

UN SETTLED DEPOSITS, BEGINN IN G OF 
Y EAR 

ADDITIONS: 
Deposits: 
Suits and successions 
Judgm ents 

Interest earnings on investm ents 

TOTAL ADD~ ION S 

SUBTOTAL 

REDUCTION S: 
Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Settlements to litigan ts 
Attorn ey, curator, an d notary fees 
Sheri~ s fees 
Judges' supplem ental co mpensation fund 
Judicial Clerk's fu nd 
Parish Council 
Other reductions 

TOTAL REDUCTION S 

UN SETTLED DEPOSITS, END OF YEAR 

20 

Advan ce 
D eposit 
Fund 

$ 916,886 

1,417,452 

1,417,452 

2,334,338 

801,206 
131,561 
49,398 
104,236 
41,037 
70,992 
43,990 
112,108 

1,354,528 

$ 979.810 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund 

$ 282,753 

834,141 
4,791 

838,932 

Total 

$1,199,639 

1,417,452 
834,141 
4,791 

2,256,384 

1,121,685 3,456,023 

830,969 

12 

830,981 

$ 290J0~ 

801,206 
962,530 
49,398 
104,236 
41,037 
70,992 
43,990 
112 120 

2,185,509 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND OUESTIO NED COSTS 

E 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court as of an d 
for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued  our report thereon dated September 22

, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standa rds and th e standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards , issued by th e Comptroller General of the 
United States. Our audit of th e financial statements as  of June 30, 1999 resulted  in an unqualified  opinion. 

Section 1 Sum m ary of Auditor's Reports 

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to th e Financial Statements 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

__  
Yes X  No Reportable Conditions 

__  
Yes X N o 

Complian ce 
Complian ce Issues M aterial to Finan cial Statements 

__  
Yes X  N o 

b. Federal Awards - None 

c. Identification of Major Programs - None 

Section 1I Financial Statem ent Findings - N o m atters were reported. 

Section III Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs - None 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
CI|ALM ETTE. LOUISIANA 

NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND 
O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L O VER FINANCIAL REPO RTING BASED O N 

AN AUDIT OF GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAL 

E 
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M EM I~ER 
American Institute of CPAs 
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S(: Interrlational 
(Associates in Plincipal Cities Worldwide) 

H onorable Lena R. Tortes 
St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court 
Chalmette, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court (the Clerk) 
as of and for th e year ended  June 30, 1999, and have issued  our report thereon dated September 22, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards  applicable to 
financial audits contained in the Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the 
United Sta te s. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasona ble as surance about whether th e Clerk's financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement, we perform ed  tests of its eo mpllan ce with ce rtain provisions of laws, regulations , contracts and 
grants, noncompliance  wi th which co uld ha ve a direct an d ma terial effect on the determ ination of financial 
statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance wi th those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit an d, accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. The results of our tests di sclosed no instance s 
of nonco mplian ce  that are required  to he reported under Government Auditing Standards . 

Internal Control Over Financial Renortin~ 

In plan ning an d perform ing out audit, we considered th e Clerk's internal control over fman cial reporting in 
order to  determine our auditing procedures for th e purp ose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements an d not to provide assurance on the intern al co ntrol over financial reporting. Our co nsidera tion of 
th e internal co ntrol over financial reporting would not neces sar ily disclose all ma tters in the internal co ntrol 
over financial reporting that might be ma terial weaknesses. A material weakness is a co ndition in which th e 
des ign or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not red uce  to a relatively low level 
the risk th at misstatements in am ounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being 
audited m ay occur an d not be detected wi thin a tim ely period by employees in th e normal course of perform ing 
th eir as signed  functions . W e noted no matters involving the internal co ntrol over finan cial reporting an d its 
operation th at we co ns ider to be material weaknesses. 

Texaco Ccnler ~ 400 Poydras Street ~ Suite 1800 ~ New Orleans, I.A 70130-3223 ~ Telephone 5(14/568-0086 
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Honorable Lena R. Torres 
St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court 
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This report is intended for the information of management and the legislative auditor. However, th is report is a 
matter of public record an d its distribution is not limited. 


