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IN DEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

To the Board of Directors 
Rapides Children's Advocacy Center 

M AILING ADDRESS 
POST OFFICE BOX 12178 

ALt~XANDR1A~ LOUISIANA 71315-2178 

TELEPHONE (318) 442-160g 
TELECOPI~R (3 | S) 487-2027 

W e have audited th e ac com panying statement of finan cial position of the Rapides Children's Advocacy 
Center (a non-profit organization) as of December 31, 1999, an d the related statements of activities, 
functional expenses and cash flows for the year th en ended. These financial statem ents ar e th e 
responsibility of the Organization's m an agement. Our responzibility is to express an opinion on these 
finan cial statem ents bas ed on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordan ce with generally accepted auditing stan dar ds an d Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform th e audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about wheth er the financial statem ents are 
free of material m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test bas is, evidence supporting the 
am ounts an d disclosures  in the finan cial statements. An audit also includes as sessing the accounting 
principles used an d significan t estim ates made by man agem ent, as  well as  evaluating the overall finan cial 
statem ent presentalion. W e believe that our audit provi des a reasonab le bas is for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly
, in al l m aterial res pects, the 

financial position of the Rapides Children's Advocacy Center as  of Decem ber 31, 1999, an d th e results 
of its operations and its cas h flows for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

In ac cordan ce wi th Govern m ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 12, 2000, on 
our consideration of th e Rapides Childr en's Advocacy Center's intern al co ntrol over finan cial reporting and 
our  tests of its complian ce with certain provisions  of laws, regulations, co ntracts an d gran ts . 

Our audit was  conducted for the purpose of form ing an  opinion on the bas ic finan cial statem ents taken as  
a whole. The supplem ental inform ation referred to in th e table of contents is presented for purposes of 
additional an alysis an d is not a required par t of the bas ic finan cial statem ents . Such inform ation has  been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic finan cial statements an d, in our 
opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the bas ic finan cial statem ents taken as  a 
whole. 

Certified Public Accountants 
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R ap ides Children 's A dvocacy C enter 

Statement of Financial Position 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Assets 

Current assets: 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Grants and pledges receivable 
Other current assets 

Total current assets 

Fixed assets, net of accumulated depreciation 

Total assets 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

Current liabilities: 

Other CU~Tent liabilities 

Total current liabilities 

N et assets: 

Unrestricted net assets: 

Operating 

Board designated - future facility acquisition 

Total unrestricted net assets 

Tem porarily restricted 

Total net assets 

180,911 

325,693 

259 

506,863 

63.832 

$ 570.695 

$ 4,218 

4,218 

426,480 

25.735 

452,215 

114,262 

566.477 

Total liabilities and net assets $ 570,695 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financlal statements 
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Rap ides C hildren's A dvocacy C enter 

Statement of Activities 
For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Revenue and SUppgYL 
Contributions 
Grants 

Court cost 
State appropriation 

Other incom e 

N et assets released from restrictions 

Total revenue and support 

Functional expen.,s_es: 
Program services: 

Forensic Interviewing 

CASA 

Total program services 

Supporting services: 

M anagem ent and General 
Fund raising 

Total supporting services 

Total functional expenses 

Unrestricted 

120,784 $ 

70,839 

125,000 

4,509 

162.177 

483_309 

72,785 

136.702 

209.487 

60,159 

3.077 

63.236 

272.723 

Tem porarily 

Restricted Total 

142,635 

__  (162,17~  
(19,542~  

Increase (decrease) in net assets 210,586 (19,542) 

Net assets - beginning of year 

N et assets - end of year 

$ 120,784 
142,635 

70,839 

125,000 

4,509 

463_767 

72,785 

136.702 

209_487 

60,159 

3_077 

63.236 

272,723 

191,044 

241.629 133,804 375,433 

$ 452,215 $ 114,262 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
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R ap ides C hildren's A dvocacy Center 

Statement of Cash Flows 
[;or the Year Ended D ecember 31. 1999 

h flow s from  oDeratin~ activities: 

Change in net assets 

Adjustments to reconcile changes in net assets to net cash 
provided (used) by operating activities: 

D epreciation 

Change in operating assets an d liabilities: 

(Increase) decrease in gran ts and pledges receivable 
Increase (decrease) in other current liabilities 

Net cash provided (used) by operating activities 

h flow s from  investino aetivili~  

Purchase of fixed assets 

Net cash provided (used) by investing activities 

Net increase (dec rease) in cash an d cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents - beginning of year 

Cash and cash equivalents - end of year 

$ 191,044 

27,755 

(170,482) 
261 

48.578 

__ . (1,o83) 

d7,495 

133.416 

$ 180.911 

Supplem enntal Data: 
For the 3,ear ended Dec ember 31, 1999, there were no cash paym ents for interest or 
incom e t~ es. Furtherm ore, there w ere no significant noncash investing or finan cing 
activities during the year. 

The accomparoqng notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 
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RA PID ES CH ILD REN 'S A D VO CA C Y CEN TER 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Qrganization: 
The Rapides Children's Advocacy Center (the Center) is a non profit organization which utilizes an 
interagency approach to the investigation, prosecution an d treatm ent of child sexual and physical 
abuse. The m ission of the Center is to lessen the trauma experienced by child abuse victim s as 
allegations are investigated and to provide support for the child victim in any resulting proceeding 

within the criminal justice system. Program activities conducted in pursuit of this mission are 
described as follow s: 

Forensic: Interviewing - Child protection and law enforcement agencies refer children 
to the Cent er for confidential interviews regar ding reports of child abuse. The 
interview s are conducted by specially trained professionals in a hom elike setting. 
Interview s ar e recorded on videotape w hile making every effort to help the child feel 

safe, com fortable and supported. 

CASA_ - Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are trained community 
volunteers appointed by the judge to represent the interest of abused and neglected 
children. CASAs conduct an  independent investigation for the purposes of providing 

the court with objective recommendations regarding the child's best interest. The 
Center recruits, screens and trains CA SA volunteers. 

B asis of Presentation 

As required by Statement of Financial Accounting Standards (SFAS) No. 117, net assets an d 
activities are classified in the following manner: 

Unre~tri_ct_  
ed_d - Net assets that are not subject to significant donor imposed restrictions 

Tem p0A- .ao'l~_ R_ _estricted_d_ -  Net assets subject to certain donor imposed restrictions and 
restrictions im posed by grant agreem ent s. Tem porary restrictions apply w hen the 
restriction can be fulfilled by actions of the Center or by the passage of tim e. 

Perm a_n_
ently Restricted - Net assets subject to donor imposed restrictions that require 

these assets to be m aintained in a perp etual m anner. 

Incom e Taxes: 

The Center is a not-for-profit corporation that is exempt from income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. Furthermore, the Center is not classified as a "private foundatiot~" by 

the Internal Revenue Service. 
-6- 



RA PID ES CH ILD REN 'S A D  I/O CA C Y CEN TE R  

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Prom ises to Give: 

A s required by generally accepted accounting principles, unconditional prom ises to give are reported 
as revenue w hen the prom ise is m ade. Conditional prom ises to give are recognized as revenue w hen 
the necessary conditions ar e fulfilled. 

Cash and cash equivalents represent bank deposits and highly liquid investm ents w ith original 
m aturities of three m onths or less. 

Fixed Assets: 

Fixed assets ar e recorded at co st on the date of acquisition. Donated property is recorded at the 
estim ated fair value upon receipt. D epreciation is computed using accelerated m ethods over 
estim ated useful lives ranging from 5 to 8 years. 

Assets donated with explicit restrictions regar ding their use and contributions of cash earm ar ked to 
acquire property and equipm ent ar e reported as temporar ily restricted support. Absent donor 
stipulations regarding how long those donated assets must be m aintained, the Center reports 
expirations of donor restrictions when the donated or acquired assets are placed in service. The 
Center reclassifies temporar ily restricted net assets to unrestricted net assets at that tim e. 

D ona _ted S ervic_e._s: 

Volunteers are utilized extensively for both program  and supporting services. Contributed serv ices 
ar e recognized if the serv ices require specialized skills and the Center would be required to purchase 
these services if donated services w ere not available. N one of the contributed services received 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 w ere recognized as revenue. 

Employees ar e allowed to accumulate and cany over a maximum of 40 hours of vacation time per 
year . Actual am ounts carried over w ere im m aterial at D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

Grants an d pledges receivable consisted ent irely of unconditional prom ises to give. Details regarding 
the am ount reported on the Statem ent of Financial Position are provided as follow s: 

Gran ts: 
National Children's Alliance 
State Bar  Association - I.O .L.T.A Gr ant 
Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent 

Court cost 
Huie-D ellm on Trust 
State aopropriation 

1_ _999 

$ ]~000 
22,500 
110,163 
18,030 
40,000 
125.000 

Total $ 325,693 
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RA PID ES CH ILI)R EN 'S A D VO CA C Y CEN TE R 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Grants and pledges are considered entirely collectible and there is no allowance for doubtful 
accounts. Furtherm ore, the entire balance is considered collectible w ith one year. 

D etails regar ding fixed assets utilized by the Center are presented as follow s 

1999 

Furniture, fixtures and equipm ent $ 89,298 
Leasehold im provem ents 87,797 

Fixed assets net of accum ulated depreciation $ 63,832 

The unexpendcd portion of var ious grants has been classified as temporarily restricted due to 
restrictions im posed by the grantor. Details regar ding the tem porarily restricted amounts are 
presented as follow s: 

N ational Children's Alliance 
State Bar  Association - I.O .L.T.A Gran t 
Louisiana Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent 

1999 
$ 10,000 

18,000 
86.262 

Tem porarily restricted net assets $ 114.262 

At D ecem ber 31, 1999, funds on deposit with various financial institutions exceeded available 
Federal Deposit Insurance Coverage by approxim ately $84,519. 



Rap ides C hildren's A dvocacy Center 

Statement of Activities 
L O .L. T.A - G rant 

For the Year Ended December 31. 1999 

I.O .L.T.A . - grant revenue 

Exp enses: 

Personnel 

Executive 

Training 

Total Expenses 

Increase (decrease) in net assets 

N et Assels - Beginning of Year 

N et Assets - End of Year 

$ 18.000 

19,395 

3.000 

22.395 

(4,395) 

22,395 

$ 18.000 



 

.~)11N S. ROZI~I~ 1V, C.P.A. 
M DALE IIARRINGTON, C.P.A 
M ARK S. M CKAY. C.P.A. 
LF~ W . W /LLI~, C.P.A- 

LAWgI~NC8 E. MAYEAUX, C.P.A. 

R O Z IE R , H A R R IN G T O N  &  M cK A Y 
C ERTIFIED PUBLIC ACC O UNTA NTS 

1407 PETERM AN DRIVE 
ALEXAN DRIA, LOU ISIAN A 71301 

April 12, 2000 

M AII,ING ADDRESS 
POST OFFICE. BOX ] 2178 

ALBXANDRIA, LOUISIANA 71315-2178 
TI31A~PHONH (318 ) 44 2-1608 
"I~LeCOPIER (318) 48%2027 

IN DEPEND ENT AUD ITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AND ON 
IN TERN AL CONTROL OVE R FIN AN CIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN 
AUD,IT OF FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORD ANCE 

W ITH GO VERNM EN TA UDI?TN G STANDARD S 

To the Board of D irectors 
Rapides Children's Advocacy Center 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Rapides Children's Advocacy Center, as of an d for the 
year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated April 12, 2000. W e 
conducted our audit in acco rdance with generally accepted auditing standards an d the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the U nited States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about w hether Rapides Children's Advocacy Center's 
financial statem ent s are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its co m pliance with 
certain provisions of law s, regulations, co ntracts an d grants, noncom plian ce with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determinalion & finan cial statement amounts. However, providing an 
opinion on complian ce with those provisions was not an  objective of our audit an d, accordingly, we do 
not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instan ces of nonco m plian ce that ar e 
required to be repo rted under Government Auditing Standards : 

In plan ning and perform ing our  audit, we co nsidered the Rapides Children's Advocacy Cent er's 
internal co ntrol over  finan cial repo rting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose 
of expressing our opinion on the finan cial statem ents an d not to provide assurance on th e internal 
co ntrol over financial reporting. Our co nsideration of the internal control over financial reporting 
would not nece ssarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control over finan cial reporting that m ight be 
m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a co ndition in w hich the design or operation of one or 
m ore of the int ern al control co m ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the finan cial statem ents being audited 
m ay occur and not be detected wi thin a tim ely period by employees in the norm al co urse of performing 
th eir assigned functions, W e noted no m atters involving th e internal conwol over finan cial reporting and 
its operation that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

~ Lm  lu tlt~te o! co:ti~ ad pLbI~C ~ t~ tl . Socllt? o~ LouU ianJ. @ U  
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Board of Directors 
R aDides Children 's A 

April 12, 2000 
Pane 2 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent. However, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

ROZIER, HARRINGTON & M cK AY 
Certified Public Accountants 



Sum m ary of I~~ndings and Questioned Cost 
For the Year E ~ded D ecem ber 3 1, 1999 

W e were engaged to audit the financial statem ents of the Rapides Children's Advocacy Center as of 
and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated April 12, 2000. 
W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Our report expresses a unqualified opinion on the 
financial statem ents for the year ending D ecember 31, 1999. 

a. The report on internal control an d compliance material to the financial statements reported the 
follow ing item s: 

~ Intern al Co~atrol - There w ere no reportable conditions 
~ Com pliance - No noncom pliance that is material to the financial statem ents 

b. Federal Aw ards 

~ N /A. Federal Aw ards received during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 w ere not 
sufficient in am ount to require a single audit. 

e. Identification of M ajor Programs 

* N /A 

* N one 

~ N one 
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I~ 4[P ID E S  CI~ fI, D ~  "S  A D V O CA C Y  CI~N TE R  

F or th e Y ear  E n ded  D ecem b er 3 1, 1999 

S,E~STION 1 
INTERNA L CO NTRO l, AND CO M PLIA NCE M ATERIA L 

TO  TH E FIN ANCIA L STA TEM ENTS. 

N/A - N o findings of this nature were reported, Response - N /A 

SECTIO N II 
INTERN A L C O N TRO L A ND CO M PLIA NCE M ATERIA L TO  FED ERA L AW A RDS 

N /A - N o findings of this nature were reported, Response- N/A 

SECTIO N H i 
M A NA G EM EN T LETTER 

99-I. Em nlovee H ealth Insurance: 98-1. R esnonse : 

The Center does not provide group health insurance The Rapides Children's Advocacy Center is 
coverage for its employees; however, the Center has currently revising polices regarding employee health 
adopted a policy that perm its reimbursement for care benefits , It is expected th at th e new policy will 
~rem ium s incurred by employees in connection with furnish hea lth  insurance in a manner that allows the 
maintaining private health  insurance coverage. Any benefit to be appropriately excluded from the 
reim bursem ent for private health insurance participant's gross incom e. M anagem ent an ticipates 
)rem iums is considered to be part of an employees implementing a revised policy as soon as  approval is 
gross wages, but it has come to our attention that the ~rovided by the Board of Directors. 
reim bursements provided by th e Center were 
excluded from am ounts reported as gross wages. 
Accordingly, incom e taxes w ithheld by the Center 
and certain employm ent taxes paid by th e Center 
have been ca lculated incorrectly. 

98-2. L ocal Travel: 18-2. R esnonse 

It has come to our attention that som e employees Upon rec eiving ap proval from th e Boar d of 
receive allowances for local travel th at are excluded Directors, m anagement expects to adopt procedures 
from the employees gross income. In order for a that will require doc umentation to support an y travel 
travel allowance to be appropriately excluded from expenses incurred by employees. The proposed 
gross wages the employee must be required to proc edures will provide a reasonable am ount of time 
furn ish certain information to account for the for employees to furnish documentation supporting 
allowan ce; however, the necessary information was  any travel allowan ces or advances. If th e necessary 
not provided. information is not furnished with th e required period 

of tim e, a refund will be required. 

- 13- 



Sum m ary of Prior Year Findings and Questioned Cost 
For the Year E nded D ecem ber 3 1, 1999 

SECTIO N 1 
IN TERN AL CO NTRO L AND  CO M PLIA NCE M A TERIAL 

TO  TH E FINAN CIA L STA TEM EN TS. 

N /A - N o findings of this nature were reported. Response - N/A 

SECTIO N II 
IN TERN AL C O NTR O L AN D CO M PLIA N C E M A TER IAL TO FED ERA L A W A RD S 

N /A - N o findings of this nature w ere reported. Response - N /A 

SECTIO N H I 
M A NA G EM ENT LETTER 

N /A - N o findings of this nature were reported. Response - N /A 
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14(17 P~;'rERMAN DRIVI~ ,P ALEXANm{IA, LOUISIANA 7130t 

To the Board of D irectors 
Rapides Children's A dvocacy Center 

April 12, 2000 

O01,~' 2- , 'I',)F-~ 

~.,LLMO a'n~j ~S_~; ; 9" 22 
POST OFFICE BOX 12178 

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA 71315-2178 

TELEPHONE (318) 442-1608 
TELECOPIER (318) 487-2027 

In planning and perform ing our audit of the financial statements of the Rapides Children's 

Advocacy Center (the Center) for the year ended December 31, 1999, we considered the Center's 
internal control structure to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. 
However, during our audit we became aware of several matters that are opportunities for 
strengthening intern al controls and operating efficiency. Government Auditing ATa/tdard~" do not 
require these additional com m ents to be included in the Center's audit report; how ever, the 
com m ents are of sufficient im portance to be worthy of m anagem ent's attention. Our com m ents 
and suggestions regarding those m atters are provided as follow s: 

99-1, Em nlovee H ealth Insurance: 

The Center does not provide group health insurance coverage for its em ployees; how ever, the 
Center has adopted a policy that perm its reim bursem ent for prem ium s incurred by em ployees in 
connection w ith m aintaining private health insurance coverage. Any reim bursem ent for private 
health insurance prem ium s is considered to be part of an em ployees gross wages, but it has come 
to our attention that the reimbursements provided by the Center were excluded from amounts 
reported as [,ross w ages. Accordingly, incom e taxes w ithheld by the Center and certain 
em ploym ent taxes paid by the Center have been calculated incorrectly. 

In the future, any reimbursem ent of private health insurance coverage should be included in the 
em ployees gross w ages. As an alternative to continuing to provide taxable reim bursem ents, the 
Center m ay consider one of the follow ing options: 

Adopt a group health care plan that is available to all em ployees. Benefits provided by a bona 
fide group health care plan are not considered part of an em ployees gross wages. 

Establish an em ployee benefit plan known as a cafeteria plan. Cafeteria plans offer flexibility 
by allow ing em ployees to select from a m enu of available em ployee benefits. These plans 
can be particularly useful for w orking parents because daycare m ay be offered as one of the 
available benefits. Cafeteria plans are funded by withholding the cost of benefits from wages 
paid to the participating em ployees; how ever, am ounts w ithheld under these arrangem ents 
are excluded from gross wages. 

-M em be~~  
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Rapides Children's A dvocacy Center 
April 12, 2000 
Page 2 

98-2. Local T raveh 

It has com e to our attention that som e em ployees receive allow ances for local travel that are 
excluded from lhc employees gross incom e. In order for a travel allow ance to be appropriately 
excluded from gross w ages the em ployee must be required to furnish certain inform ation to 
account for the allow ance. Information that should be provided is described below : 

Purpose for trip. 
D estination. 
M iles traveled w hich w ill be applied to the allowance at the Internal Revenue Service's 
standard m ileage rate. 
Docum entation to support the cost of any tolls, parking fees or sim ilar cost. 

In the future, any allow ance that is not accounted for by the em ployee should be included in the 
em ployees gross w ages. 

W e w ill be available at your convenience to discuss our com m ents and suggestions in greater 
detail. Our firm w ill also be available to assist in im plem enting these recom m endations. 

RO ZIER, tlA RRIN G TO N &  M cK A Y 
Certified Public Accountants 


