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ACCOUNTAN T'S REPORT 

To the President and O fficers 
Charcnton-Chitim acha Voltmfeer Fire Deparim ent 
215 Coushalla Drive 
Chareniou, I,A 70523 

ilpkl,, i] I/atnall ( I'A II,.litt,,I 
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I tl~,l,lt. ]1 J);H nal] III 
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W e have com piled the accom panying general purpose financial statements of tile Chareulon- 
Chilimacha Vohmleer Fire Department as of and for the year ended September 30, 1999, in 
accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Rcview Services issued by the 
A m ericaa ]nstitute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A compilation is limited to presenting in tile form of financial statements and supplementary 
schedules inform alion that is tile representation of the ]nanagen~ent of the Charenton-Chitimacha 
V ohlnteer Fire I)epartm enl. W e have nol audited or reviewed the accom panying financial 
.qlatenlenls and Sllpplell/elltary inforlllatioll and, accordingly, do not express all opill ioll or ally olher 

foral of assurance on thelll. 

In accordance with the Lou&iana Governntenta/Audit Guide and the provisi~ans ofs(ate law, we 
have issued a reporl, dalcd January 21,2000, on the restllts of our agreed-upon procedures. 

A Corporation of Cerlified Public Accountants 

M organ C ity, ].ouisiana 
January 21,2000 
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G I~N EI~.AL PUI~.PO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 



Cash 

CIIAI,IENTON-CIIITIM ACI IA VOLIINTEI.;I~, FIRE I)EPA RTM EN] 

Charenlon. I.ouisiana 

Balance Sheet 

G eneral Fund 

Septem ber 30, 1999 

ASSETS 

ABI L1TI ES AN D EQUI 3"Y 

Tolal liabilities and equity 

See accom panying notes and accounlant's repor[ 
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CI IA RI;N TON-CI IITIM ACHA VOI,UN TEER /:IRE I)}~A~A RTM EN T 

CharcrJlon, l,ouisiana 

Slalcm cnl of Revenues, F, xpendilurcs and Changes it] Fund Balance 

General Fund 

Year E~ded Scplem ber 30, ] 999 

]'~.OVOll U CS: 

]nlorgovelnll/el]|aI 

M iscellaneous - 

lnlerest 

Total I'OVCIIIICS 

xpenditures: 

C tlrre, lll - 

Appropriation lo Chilim acha Fire Protection 

l)ucs and subscrlplions 

New cquipm cnl and cquipm enl repah" 

m ecting cxpenscs 

M iscellaneous 

Office expenses 
Supplies 

Training 

Travel and confcrences 

Tolal expendilures 

)cficiency ofrcvcnues ovcr expenclilures 

und balance, be[,imfing 

rind balance, ending 

See accolllpanying nolos and acCOUlllalll's report 
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$ 64,565 

416 

64,981 

60,000 

192 

8,465 

381 

206 

688 

215 

2,267 

308 
__  72.722 

(7,741) 

__  31,018 

23,277 



CI IA REN TON -CIIITIM ACIIA VOLU NTI;I';R FII~,E DI'21'A I~.TM EN 3 
Charenton. Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

N O'I'I'; SUM M ARY O F SIGN IFICAN T ACCOUNTING POI,1CIES 

The Charcnton-Chitinm cha Vohmleer Fire I)epartlnent was fornm d to provide fire protection 
services to the citizens ofCharenton, l,ouisiana. The del)arllncnl is govern ed by officers elecled 
by the m em bers of the departm ent. 

A. RI';PORTING ENTITY 

The Charenton-Chilim acha Vohmleer Fire Department is a non-profit corporation. It is 
a legally separate entity. However, due to the fact that tim Charenlon-Chitinm cha 
Vohmleer l"ire Dcparhncnt receives its facilities and som e of its financing flom the St. 
M ary Parish Governm ent, tile Charenton-Chililnacha Vohmtecr Fire l)cpartlnent is 
considered a related organization to the St. M ary Parish Governnm nl. 

H IN D A CCO UN TIN G 

Tim l)el)artment uses funds and accotmt groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations, l,'und accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
colnpliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to 
certain governlnenl functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a set of self-balancing accolm ts. O n tile other 
Im nd, an aceounl group is a financial reporting device desiglmd to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are nol recorded in the thnds because 
they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

C. BA SIS ACCOUNTIN( 

The l~nancial statem ents of the Cllarcntou-Chitim aeha Vohmteer Fire l)epartlnenl have 
been prepared ill contbrmily with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
applied to govern mental units. The Governmental Accotmting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting 
and financial reporting principles. The m ore significant of the governm ent's policies 
are described below . 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures arc recognized in tile 
accounts and reported in tile financial statements. Basis of aceotmling relates to tile 
tinting of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the nleasurclnenl focus applied. The 
governnlcnlal funds are accotlllled for rising a flow of ctlrrelll t]nancial resources 
rllcastlrcm cut focus. ']'11(3 accompanying general ptlrpose fillarlcial slalelllCllls Ilave been 
prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental fund uses tile 
tbllow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 



(3 IARIiNTON-CI IITIM ACHA VOLUNTEER FJRE DEPARTM F, NT 
Charcnton. Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTI" I SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI3CIES (CONTINUED) 

Revenues 

A ll governm ental funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. Tbeir revenues are recognized wbell they become measurable and available 

as ilel eorre/ll assets. All i}}ajor revelntes are stlsceptible to accrtlal. 

xpenditures 

Expeildjlt11"es are generally recognized raider tile inodified accltla 
when the related fund liability is incurred. 

D. EN CUM BRAN CES 

F, ncum brances represent com m itm ents related to unperformed contracts for goods or 
services, gneulllbrallee aceotlntil!g, tlllder w hich purchase orders, contracts and other 
com m itments for the expenditure of resources are recorded to reserve that portion oflhe 
applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by the Departm ent. 

CASll AND [NTFRI/STd'~EARING DEPOSITS 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and 
inoney inarket accotmts. Cash equivalents inchlde anlotmls ill tim e deposits and those 
inveslmenls with original malurilies of 90 days or less. 

X I,;I) A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and tile relaled assets 

are capilalized (reported) in tile general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has 
been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or 
estim ated cost if historical cost is not available. Estim ated am ounts are im m aterial in 
relation 1o total fixed assets. 

G. USE OF ESTIM ATES 

The preparation of the financial statements ia conform ity w ith generally accepted 
aceounling principles requires m allagelneat to m ake estim ates and assulnptions thai 
affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of tile financial 
statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during tile reporting 
period. Actual results c~3uld differ from those estim ates, 
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D arnall, Sikes 
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IN I)EPEN DEN T ACCOUNTANT'S REPO RT 
O N A PPLY IN G AG REED-UPON PROCEDU RES 

To tile President and O fficers 
Charentoa-Chitim acha Vohmteer Fire Department 
Chalenton, I.ouisiana 

Lit.tt,~ I1 I);'HH II ( Ib\ R ~Ii'c~I I')';fl 

I);tltll~ I' I lctk li~k, ( I'A 
( I~1~1(,11 ] IIaln:~ll ( I,A 

I L~'kllt II I)~lln t]l, I]1 ( p X 
Paul. I) I~ihm , ( I'A 

NIL'phanit M Iliyyillh{~llL~,lU, ( I'A 

I,',l,liltt S / iLylcl ( I'A 
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K alh/c~u I I);,luM I ( I'A 
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W e have perform ed the procedures included in the L931isi_~!m G qvcf~D m ent-  _ .
A ttdit G tLidc

-  and 
em mlerated below , w hich were agreed to by tile m anagem ent of the Charenton-Chitim acha 
Vohmteer Fire Departm ent and the 1,egislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist tile 
tigers ill evaluating lllallagelllellt'S assertions about tile Charenton-Chitim aeha Voluutcer Fire 
Departm ent's com pliance w ith certain laws and regulations during the year ended Septem ber 30, 

1999, included in the l~ouisia!la At lestatig!) Ouestio~u?~ire. This agreed-upon procedures 
engagem ent was perform ed in accordance w ith standards establisbed by tile Am erican Institute of 
Cerlified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely tile responsibility of 
tile specified users of the report. Consequently, we m ake no representation regarding the 
sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for w hich this report has been 

requested or for any other purpose. 

l"eder!l!~ Sitate al)d Local Awards 

O btain flora m anagem ent a list of federal, state and local award expenditures for 
the 3,ear ended Septem ber 30, 1999. 

M anagem ent provided us w ith tile required list of expenditures 

For each federal, state and local award, raudom ly select 6 disbursem ents from 
each award adm inistered during the period lalder exam ination and: 

(a) Irate paylneats to supportiag doculllerdation as to proper aulouut and 
payee; 

W e exam ined supporliug documentation for each of the six selected 
disbulserncnts and found that paym ent was for tile proper am ount and 
m ade to tile correct payee. 



(b) 

(c) 

dclcrm inc if paym ents were properly coded to tile correct land and genera 
ledger account; and 

W e exam ined supporling docun]entation for each of tile six selected 
disbursements and found that paym ents wore properly coded to the corrccl 
filnd and general ledger account. 

for federal awards, determ ine that the disbursclncnls com plied w ith the 
applicable specific progranl COlnpliance requirements summarized in the 
Compliance Supplement (or conlained in the grant agrecmenl, if the program 
is not included in tile Compliance Supplement) and fc, r statc and local 
awards, determ ine w hether the disburseinenls com ply w ilh the grant 
agreement, relating to activities allowed or unallowcd

, eligibility, and 
reporting. 

W e noted that there w ere no federal awards during the year ended Septem ber 
30, 1999. A ll receipts during the year were from local sources and did not 
place any restrictions on tile use of the fimds except lhat they should bc used 
lo operate the deparlm ent. W e exam ined supporling docum clllatioa for the 
six selected disbursements and found that the paym ents were for the 
operation of the departm ellt. 

For any programs selected for testing above that have been closed out during the 
period under review , com pare the close-out report, when requircd, w ith the cnlity's 
fillaneial records to determ ine Wllethcr the al/1OtllllS agree. 

Nleet~lgs 

Fhcrc w ere 11o program s closed out daring the year ended Septem ber 30 
1999. q'herefbre, there w ere no close-out reports lo review . 

l';xam inc evidence indicating thai agendas for m eetings recorded in the m im Jlc book 
were posted as an open meeting as required by LSA RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open 
meeting law). 

N otice of each m eeting and the accom panying agenda is pos|ed oJ~ lbc door 
of the m eeting place. A lthough m anagem ent has asserted lhat such 
doctlmcnts were properly posled, wc cotdd find no evidence supporling such 
assertion. 

(:on) pi:che!)sive 13udgcl 

For all graJlls excccdhlg five thousaad dollars, dctem ~inc that each applicable fcderal, 
statc, or local grantor agency/agencies w as provided w ith a COlnprehcnsivc budget of 
1hose grants ll~al included the purpose and duration, and for slate grants inchlded 
specific goals and objectives and measures of pertbrmance. 

Funds received during the year ended Septem ber 30, 1999 were fiom the St. 
M ary Parish Council. These were general appropriations fi'om the Parish 
Council and did not require the subm ission of a com prehensive budget to the 
Parish Council. 



'rior Comments al)d I't, e commencl~!:iqns 

F, eview any prior year suggestions, recom mendalions and/or com m ents and indicale 
the exlent lo which such mallets have bcen resolved. 

There were no prior 5,ear suggestions, reconlnloBdalions o1" colnlnelllS to 
I'eV i e~v, 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examinalion, the objective of which would 
be the expression of an opinion on m anagelnent's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express 
such an opillion. I lad we perform ed additional procedures, olher inaltcrs m ight have come to 
ore" allenlioJ~ lbal WolJld bare been repoJled to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagelnent of the Chalcnlon-Chilimacha 
Vohmieer Fire Departlneilt and the Legislative A uditor, Slate ofl,ouisiana, and should not be 
used by tllose who have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for lhe 
sufficiency of tile procedures for their purposes. 1 lowcver, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is nol lim ited. 

A Corporalion of Certified Public Accoum anls 

M organ City, l,ouisiana 
,lanuary 21,2000 
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Stmunary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
Year" Ef~ded Seplel~ber 30, 1999 

"hcrc were no prior year findings 
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Finding: 

Response 

(21 IAREN TON -CI IITIM ACI4A VO1,1JNTEER FI I~,E D EPA RTM ENT 

Sum nlary of Cunent Year Findings and M anagem enl's Corrective 
Action Plan for Curren! Year Findings 

Year Ended Septem ber 30, 1999 

adeqt!ate SegleEation of Accgm~li~  !!unetiml~ 

I)ue Io lira ited num ber of personnel, the Department did not have adequate segregation of duties 
w ithin its accounting system . 

ltased on 1he size of the departm ent's operations and the cost/benefit of em ploying additional 
personnel it would not be feasible to obtain complete segregation of dulies. Therefore, no 
response is decre ed necessary. 

Accoun!j!l~ for l:ixed Assets 

The l)eparhnent does not ]naintail] a listing of fixed assets purchased w ith public funds 

The I)epartlnent is in the process of com piling a listing of fixed assets purchased w ith public 
funds. 

2 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For' Attestation Engagements of Quasi-public Entities) 

(Auditors) 

In conr~ ctign with your compilation of our financial statements as of 
.~ L ~ O~ . . and for the period then ended, and as 

required 15y Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit 
Guide, we m ake the following representations to you. W e accept full responsibility for 
our com pliance with the following laws and regulation and the internal controls over 
compliance with such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our compliance with 
the fotlowing laws and regulations prior to m aking these repre sentations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of /~ " ,~ -~7' 
(date of completionlrespresentatlon). 

Federal, State, and Local Award8 
W e have detailed for you the amount of Federal, state and local award expenditures for 
the fiscal year, by grant and grant year, 

Yes FJ"No[ ] 

All transactions relating to federal, state, and local grants have been properly recorded 
within our accounting records and reported to the appropriate state, federal, and grantor 
officials. 

Yes ~ ' No [ J 

The reports filed with federal, state, and local agencies are properly supported by books 
of original entry and supporting docum entation. 

Yes [/~  No [ ] 

W e have complied with all applicable specific requirements of all federal, state, and 
local programs we adm inister, to include m atters contained in the Com pliance 
Supplem ent, m atters contained in the grant awards, eligibility requirements, activities 
allowed and unallowed, and reporting end budget requirements. 

Yes [v~No [ } 

Open Meetings 
Our meetings, as they relate to public funds, have been posted as an open m eeting as 
required by I_SA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

Yes [
/ '

of'J'N [ ] 

13 
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Budget 
For each federal, state, and local grant we have filed with the appropriate grantor 
agency a com prehensive budget for those grants that included the purpose and 

duration, and for state grants included specific goals and objectives and measures of 
perform ance Yes [~J/ N

o [ ] 

Prior Year Com m ent~ 
W e have resolved all prlor-year recommendations and/or c~mments' 

esY  Iv'I
/

No [ ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known noncom pliance of the foregoing laws and 
regulations, as well as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have 
made available to you documentation relating to the federal, state, and local grants, to 
include the applicable laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any communications from regulatory agencies or other 
sources concerning any possible noncom pliance with the foregoing laws and 
regulations, including any com m unications received between the end of the period 
under examination and the Issuance of this report. W e will also disclose to you, the 
Legislative Auditor, and the applicable state grantor agency/agencies any known 
noncom pliance w hich m ay occur up to the date of your re port. 

~. Jf_.~ Z~. , j Secretary /,~--_~ - ~ ~ Date 
y ~ '= ~ .~  Treasurer J,~-(~ ~ ~;~ ~ Date 

Date 


