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ACC()UNTANTS' COM PILATION REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 
P. O . Box 62 
Cloutierville, Louisiana 71416 

W e have compiled the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Natchitoches Parish 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 1, a com ponent unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, as of December 
31, 1999, and for the year then ended, in accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and 
Review Services issued by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The financial 
statements have been prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, which is the generally 
accepled accounting m ethods established by the Governm ental Accounting Standards Board for 
governm ental units. 

The District did not present a statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balances-budget 
and actual, for the general fund for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. Presentation of such statem ents 
for those governm ental funds required to adopt budgets is required by generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting, in the form of financial statem ents, inform ation thai is the 
representation of m anagem ent. W e have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statements, 
and accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other fonrt of assurance on them . 

son, Thomas & Cunning~  

M arch 9, 2000 
Natchitoches. Louisiana 



GENERAL PURPOSE FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



Cash 
Revenue Receivables 
Buildings & Equipm ent 
Land 

Total Assets 

N atchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
Com bined Balance Sheet 

Fund Type and Account Group 
December 31, 1999 

IAahilities &, Fund Eouitv 

Liabilities- 
Accounts Payable 

Notes Payable- 
Bank of M ontgom ery 

Total Liabilities 

Govern m ental 
Fuad_Iyp~ 
Gen~x~LEuad 

$ 9,366 
44,076 

0 

__ __ -Q 

$53.442 

$ 679 

._S0_0.0 
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A ccount Group 
General Totals 

Fixed Assets l~M emorandum Only) 

$ 0 
0 

293,042 
4.955 

$297.997 

$ 9,366 
44,076 
293,042 
4.955 

$351.439 

0 $ 679 

$ 5,679 $ 0 

Fund Equity- 
Investm ent in General Fixed Assets 0 

Fund Balance- 
Unreserved-Undesignated .4_7~7f~~_ 

Total Liabilities & Fund Equity $
._
~

_
4_452 

297,997 

__ _Q 

$297.997 

See accountants' com pilation report and notes to financial statem ents. 

_ _ ~ 0.9_0 

$ 5.679 

297,997 

47.763 

$351.439 



 

Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance- 

General Fund Type 
Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 

REVENU ES: 
Taxes 
M iscellaneous 
lntergovem m ental 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES: 
Current- 

G eneral G overnm ent 
Public Safety 
Capital Expenditures 

Total Expenditm'es 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures 

Fund Balance - Beginning of Y ear 

Fund Balance - End of Year 

See accountants' compilation report and notes to financial statements 

.Q.elleral Fund 
Actual 

$40,804 
897 

5.96Y 

$47.668 

$ 2,647 
25,056 
25.991 

$53.694 

$ (6,026) 

53.78~ 

$47,763 
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NOTES TO FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection Districl No. 1 

Notes to Financial Statements 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

Page 6 

Fire Protection District No. 1, of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana was created in June 1982, by 
ordinance of the Natchitoches Parish Policy Jury. The District is charged with providing fire 
protection for the citizens of D istrict No. 1 of Natchitoches Parish. 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the Governm ental Accounting 

Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting 
standards with respect to activities and transactions of state and local govern m ental accounting and 
financial reporting standards. The codification and subsequent GASB pronouncements are 
recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local govern m ent. 

Fire Protection District No. 1, of Natchitoches Parish prepares its financial statem ents in accordance 
with the standards established by the GASB. GASB Codification Section 2100 establishes criteria 
for determ ining the governm ental reporting entity and has defined the governm ental reporting entity 
to be the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury. The accompanying statem ents present only transactions of 
the Fire D istrict N o. 1, of N atchitoches Parish, a com ponent unit of the N atehitoches Parish Police 
Jury. 

The accounting and reporting policies of Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 conform 
to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governm ental units. Such accounting 
and reporting policies also conform to the requirem ents of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517. 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury 
is the financial reporting entity for Natchitoches Parish. Th e financial reporting entity consists of(a) 
the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the prim ary  govern m ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's 
financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Govem m ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which com ponent units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury for financial 
reporting purp oses. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountability. The GASB l'ms set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining 
financial accountability. 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 



Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
December 31, 1999 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization arid/or 
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b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury created by ordinance Fire District No. 1, the District was determined to be a 
com ponent unit of the Natchitocbes Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The 
accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the District 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
govern m ental unit, or the other gn vem m ental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

Th e following is a sum m ary  of certain significant accounting principles and practices- 

Fund Accounting: 

Th e accounts of Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 are organized on the basis of a 
fund and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of the fund or account gr oups are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, revenues and expenditures. Resources are allocated 
to the fund or account gr oup based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the 
m eans by which spending activities are controlled. The fund presented in this report is described 
as follow s: 

Govern m ental Fund- 

General Fund. Th e General Fund is the general operating fund of the District. It is used to 
aceounl for all financial resources of the District, 

Fixed Assets and Long-term  Liabilities- 

Th e accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities 
associated with a fund are determ ined by its m easurement focus. Th e govern m ental fund is 
accounted for ou a sgeufliug or "ftuancia| ftov~" me~surem~t~t foc~ts Bud ordy current, assets 
and liabilities are generally included on its balance sheet. 



Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 
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Fixed assets used in the governmental fund operations (general fixed assets) are accounted 
for in the General Fixed A ssets Account Group, rather than in the general fund. 

These assets are recorded as expenditures in the General Fund when purchased. No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concern ed only with the m easurem ent of financial 
position, not with m easurement of results of operations. 

Basis of A ccounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and 
reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the measurement 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The General Fun d is accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues 
are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net cwTent assets. Taxes are 
recorded as earned since they are m easur able and available and are therefore considered to be 
susceptible to accrual. Expenditur es are generally recogn ized when the related fund liability is 
incurred. Purchase of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time 
purchased. 

The Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District N o. 1 does not em ploy file use of "Encumbrance 
accounting". 

Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents-Overview : 

Total colum ns on the com bined statem ents - overview are captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. 

Budgetary Practices: 

Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Treasurer subm its a proposed budget to the Board 
of Com m issioners. Th e budget is adopted, and held open for public inspection. All budgetary  
appropriations lapse at the end of the year. 



Investm ents 

Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection D istrict N o. 1 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 
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The D istrict does not have any investm ents other than cash invested in interest bearing checking 
accounts and certificates of deposit held at local banks. 

Pension Plajl 

Th e District is not a m ember of any retirem ent plan. 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s 

Buildings & lh:luipm ent 
Land 

Total 

5. IJtigation 

Balance 
1-1-99 

$267,051 
4.955 

$272.006 

/~ddition~ 

$25,991 
O 

$25.991 

The District is not a party in any lawsuit as of Decem ber 31, 1999 

Deletions 

$0 
0 

$0 

Th e District had no related party transactions for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Balance 
12-31-99 

$293,042 
_  4.955 

$297.997 

Th e m embers of the Board of Comm issioners of the District receive no compensation for their 
se~wices. 

8. Ad Valorelu_Tax~~ 

Th e District levies taxes on real and business personal property located within the boundaries of 
Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 1. Property taxes are levied by the District on property values 
assessed by the Natchitoches Parish Tax Assessor and approved by the State of Louisiana Tax 
Com m ission. 



Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection D istrict N o. 1 

N otes to Finan cial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 
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The Natchitoches Parish Sheriffs offi ce bills an d collects property taxes for the District. Collections 
are rem itted to the Distriet m onthly. The District recognizes property tax revenues when levied. 

P~ p~ ly_Ta x Calendar 

Assessm ent date 
Levy date 
Tax bills m ailed 
Total taxes are due 
Penalties and interest added 
Lien date 
Tax Sale 

January 1, 1999 
June 30, 1999 
October 15, 1999 
Decem ber 31, 1999 
January  31, 1999 
January 31, 1999 
M ay 15, 1999 

The District is permitted to levy taxes up to 10% of the assessed property valuation for each 
specified purpose, or, in the aggregate for all purp oses 25% of the assessed valuation for the payment 
of principal and interest on long-term  debt after the approval by the voters of the D istrict. Property 
taxes are recorded as receivables and revenues in the year assessed. 

A ssessed values are established by the Natchitoches Parish Tax Assessor each year on a uniform 
basis at the following ratios to fair m arket value: 

10% land 
10%  residential im provem ents 
15%  industrial im provem ents 

15%  m achinery 
15%  com m ercial im provem ents 
25%  public service properties, 
excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be com pleted no less than every  four years. The last 
revaluation was completed for the roll of January 1,1996. Total assessed value was $9,043,600 in 
1999. Louisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed value of a taxpayer's primary 
residence from parish property taxes. Th is hom estead exemption was a total of $2,747,010 of the 
assessed value in 1999. For the year ended December 31, 1999, taxes of 7.00 m ils were levied on the 

property and were dedicated to fire protection. Taxes collected totaled $40,804, after adjustments 
from the prior year. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1999 

Page II 

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash, .dem and deposits, tim e deposits, and 
certificates of deposits. At December 31, 1999, the District had cash equivalents totaling $9,366. 
Under Louisiaua Law, these deposits m ust be secured by Federal deposit insurance, or by the pledge 
of securities owned by the bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit with the bank. The deposits at December 31, 
1999, were as follows: 

Cash In Banks 

10. Receivable~ 

Bank Balance 

$9.366 

EDIC Insurance 

$9.366 

Balance Uninsured 

$~ 

The following is a sum m ary of receivables at December 31, 1999: 

Cla~s of Receivable General Fund 

Taxes- 

Ad Valorem Sg~4,O~L6 

Substantially all receivables are considered to be fully collectible, and no allowance for 
uncollectibles is used. 

ll. Y ear 2000 1~ t~ 

The year 2000 issue is a result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data-processing system s and other 
equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the govem m ent's operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 

Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 uses a m anual bookkeeping system and does not 
anticipate any year 2000 issue related problem s 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related 
efforts will not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assure 
that parties with whom the District does business w ill be year 2000 com pliant. 



 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT 
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

To the Board of Com m issioners of the 
Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 1 
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W e have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and enumerated 
below, which were agreed to by the managem ent of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating the m anagem ent of 
Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. l's compliance with certain laws and regulations during the year 
ended December 31, 1999. M anagem ent did not provide a signed completed Louisiana Attestation 
Questionnaire which provides management's assertions about such compliance with certain laws and 
regulations. This agreed-upon procedures engagem ent was perform ed in accordance w ith standards 
established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. 

PU BLIC BID LAW  

Select all expenditures m ade during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $5,000, or public 
works exceeding $50,000, and determine whether such purchases were m ade in accordance with 
LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

Disbursements found were in compliance 

CO DE O F ETH ICS FOR PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLO YEES 

2. Obtain from m anagem ent a list of the im m ediate fam ily m em bers of each board m em ber as defined 

by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interest of all board 
m em bers and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies. 

M anagem ent failed to provide us w ith the required list including the noted inform ation 

3. Obtain from m anagem ent a listing of all employees paid during the period under exam ination 

N ot applicable 
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4. Determ ine whether any of those employees included in the listing obtained from m anagem ent in 

agreed-upon procedures (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed- 
upon procedures (2) as immediate family members. 

N ot applicable 

BUDG ETING 

5. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all am endm ents 

M anagem ent failed to provide us with a copy of a legally adopted budget. Therefore, the District is in 
violation of the state. There were no am endm ents to the budget law during tile year. Furtherm ore, 
m anagem ent failed to respond to a request to provide a corrective action plan regarding this violation. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the m inute book 

Not applicable. 

7. Com pare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to 
determ ine if actu al revenues or expenditu res exceed budgeted am ounts by m ore than 5% . 

Not applicable 

A CCO UNTING A ND REPO RTING 

8. Random ly select 6 disbursem ents m ade during tile period under exam ination and: 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

W e exam ined supporting docum entation for each of the six selected disbursem ents and found that 
paym ent was for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account: 

Each disbursement appeared to be coded correctly 

(c) determ ine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of supporting docum entation showed written approval. In addition, non-recurring 
entries were discussed and approved in the m inutes. 

M EETING S 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or 

advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law) 
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The District is only required to post a notice of each lneeting and the accompanying agenda on the 
door of the District's office building. M anagem ent has failed to assert that such docum ents were 
properly posted. 

D EBT 

Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determine whether any such deposits 
appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds or any other indebtedness which have not been 
approved by the State Bond Comm ission. 

W e inspected copies of all bank deposits for the period under exam ination and noted one deposit 
which appeared to be proceeds of a bank loan which had not been approved by the State Bond 
Com m ission. 

ADVANCES AND BON USES 

Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ ine whether any paym ents have been 
m ade to em ployees which m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Not applicable 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on management's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Had we perform ed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have com e to our attention that would have 
been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent of the N atehitoches Parish Fire Protection 
District No. 1 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have 
not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their 
purposes. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

son, Vhomas ~ ~-u~ in~  

M arch 9, 2000 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 


