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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financla] statements of the 
Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, 
Louisiana, as of and for the year ended Decen~ er 31, 1999, as listed in the table 
of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility 
of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of 
Opelousas, Louisiana. Our responsibJlity is to express an opinion on these 
general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained iN 

auditing standards 
Government AudJtJno 

Standards 5ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of 
material misstatement . An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financla] 
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by the Board, as well as evaluating the overall 
general purpose financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit 
prov ides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above 
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Ind]gent 
Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of 0pelousas, Louisiana, 
as of December 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards, we have also issued our 
dated April 25, 2000 on our consideration of the Indigent Defender Board 's 
internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general 
purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The Schedule of Prior Year 
Findings as listed on page Ii in the table of contents as required by the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor is presented for purposes of additional analysis 
and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the 
Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District. Such 

information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the general purpose financial statements and , in our opinion , is fairly 
presented Jn all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial 
statements taken as a whole . 

April 25, 2000 

P.O. Sox 433 4766 #49 North Sefvice Road Opalousas, Louiaiana ?0571-~ 33 Telephone 318-~ 4~ 8 ~ x318-~ 8-8109 



]ND~C~F.NT DEFENDER BOARD 

(]PRT,f][ f~ A.q LOUISIANA 

_AE S E_T~  

E SHEET - ALL FUND TYPh 

DECEMBER 31. 1999 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Unrestricted 
Restricted for capital cases 

Investments 
Unrestricted 
Restricted for witness fees, 
pay raises and law library 

Revenue receivable - court costs 
Revenue receivable - grant 
Office furniture and equipment 

[_I'A~t a I a~  s et_s 

~ABILITIEE AND FUND EOUITY 

FUND E U~ TX 
Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balance 
Reserved for expert witness fees 
and Day raises 

Reserved for capital ceses 
Unreserved 

Total fund equity 

Total ]JabiiitJeR and 
f!urld equ i tf~ 

GOVERNMENTAL 
FUN [] TYPE 

GENERAl, 

FUND 

$129,833 
2,610 

372,661 

174 
39 

834 
589 

7i#~  

TOTALS 

ACCOUN~ GROUP (MEMORANDUM 
GENER$~ ONLY) _ 

FIXED ASSETS 1999 1998 

$996 

9
_k_ ~ 

$2,317 
250 

$129,833 $83,072 
2,610 6,573 

372 ,661 352 ,537 

174 

39 
834 
589 

996 

168,426 
39,399 
17,505 

996 

720,523 668,50~ 

$2,317 
250 

2,567 

$1,43@ 
249 

1,687 

$996 996 996 

174 ,834 
2,610 

53~ 5~A!!i6 

174,834 
2,610 

539,516 

717,956 

168,426 
6,57~ 

490,821 

E66,816 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements 



COMBINDID_ P 

REVENUES 
Fines 

Court costs 

LACE 

LOC 
A ll other 

Total couyt Costs 

Restitution 
Non-s~ipport rei[[~ ursement 
Bail bond fee 

Grant ~ witness fees , pay raises , library 

M iscellaneous 
Interest 

]'ota] revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

General government - judicial 
Current 

RetaSners , indigent defenders 
Non -retained attorneys 

Capita] cases 
Semina~s and education 
Dues and subscriptions 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Witness fees 
Office rental 
Contracted services 
Lega] notices 
Insurance 

Telephone 
AdminJ~tr~tion ezpense 
UtilltSes 
Janitorial 
Bank charges, check printing 
Law ] ibrary contribution and cclpler 

Capita] out 1By 
Tnta] ~~~enditures 

N 

FUND BALA_N_C.'!i, beginning of year 

FUND BALAN_C[_}~, end of year 

I 

~ 999___ . 

$144,600 
143,375 

402 ,352 

2,65] 
12 ,000 

24,794 
22 ~500 

3 ~2_62_4 
497~92! 

37Z ,Z53 

36,512 
3,963 
3,870 
1.466 

4,200 
5O4 

929 
2,]00 
3,550 

72 
I00 
872 

6,092 
792 

550 
556 

9,000 

~ 81 

51,]40 

6_ ~65 ~S 20 

E.q ]N FUND BALANCE 

The nccompsnyin9 notes are an integral part of these statements 

$156,350 
163,450 

117 113 

436 ,913 

3,837 

12 ,000 
14 ,472 
47 .852 

24 75] 

539 8L~25 

355 ,084 
21 ,853 

6,927 

3,310 
2 ,484 

4 ,200 
422 

9,645 
2 ,275 
4 ,77Q 

84 

lOO 
803 

5,826 
841 

493 
322 

9.255 
539 

429,233 

130,592 

555,228 

6 65,82o 



7~DI~ENT DRFRNDEB BOARD 
OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

~PEI,OIIEAq . ],OUISIANA 
NO~Rq TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3], 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District is 
established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15 :144 149, to provide 
and compensate counsel appointed to represent i~digents in criminal and quasi- 

criminal cases on the district court level. 

The accompanying financial statements of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting 
body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and 
practices of the Indigent Defender Board . 

~coDe of Entity for Financial Renortina Purposes 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 established 
criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of 
another entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 

accountab ility . 

For financial reporting purposes, the Indigent Defender Board is a part of 
the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes 
that create the district boards also give each of the boards control over all 
their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority 
over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of 
funds . The Indigent Defender Board is financially independent and operates 
autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently from the district 
court system . Therefore, the Board reports as an independent reporting entity 
and the financial statements include only the transactions of the Twenty-Seventh 
Judicial DJstrict Indigent Defender Board . 

The Indigent Defender Board uses funds and account groups to report on its 
financial position and the results of Jts operations. Fund accounting is 
designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aJd financial management by 
segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activltJes. 

Governraent al Fund 

Gen~~ a] Fund - The General Fund is tile general operating fund . It is used 

to account for all financial resources. 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

OPELOUSAE LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 . 1999 

NOTE 1 - S~ ARY OF SIGNIFICA]~T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Fund A~~ ount ~d]~ (Continued 

A cco_u _nt.__Gr ~  

Genera] Fixed Assets Account Grou~ Capital 
which are reflected as expenditures in Governmental 
Account Group . 

asia of Accountir~m 

acquisition and construction 
Funds are capitalized in the 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determined by its measurement focus . The General Fund is accounted for using a 
current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only 
current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance 
sheet . The operating statement presents increases and decreases in net current 
asset s . 

The Indigent Defender Board 's records are maintained on a cash basis of 
accounting . However, the fund reported in the accompanying financial statements 
has been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting uti]izing the 
following practices : 

R ever~[f~s 

Court costs, restitution, and bail bond fees are recorded in the month 
collected by the appropriate collection authority . 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

~x_P~fi-n~ tures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred . Expenditures for 
insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period 
are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition . Materials and 
supplies on hand at year-end are not material and are not recorded as inventory 
at year-end . 

v a ]en n s an 

Cash includes amounts in interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market 
accounts . Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those 
investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. 

Under state law the Indigent Defender Board may deposit funds with any bank 
located within the state and organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana

, 

any other state in the union, or under the laws of the United States . Further , 
the Indigent Defender Board may invest in time deposits or certificates of 
deposit of those banks. 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

NOTE~ TO FINANCTAI, STATEM ENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 . 1999 

NOTE I - _S[I_M~ J{Y OF SIGNIFICANT. ACCOL~qTING_POLICIES (Continued 

Cash anti Ci~_~]! Equivalents and lnvestments (Continued) 

Dank deposits must be secured by federal depository insurance or the pledge 
of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities faust 
at all times equal or exceed i00 percent of the uninsured amount on deposit with 
the bank . 

At Decerb er 31, 1999, the carrying amount of the Indigent Defender Board's 

cash and investments was $679,938. The bank balance of cash was $151,454 and of 
investments was $528,408 for the year ended December 31, 1999. Investments are 
stated at cost or amortized cost, which approximates market . 

At Decer~ger 31, 1999, approximately $202,610 of the bank balance was secured 
by FDIC insurance and $477,252 was secured by collateral pledged to the Indigent 
Defender BoaYd by the bank . This collateral is considered under generally 
accepted governmental accounting principles to be a Category 2 credit risk . 
Pledged securities in Category 2 include securities held by the pledging 
financial institution 's trust department or agent in the entity 's name. 

Fixed Assets and Lonq 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in 
the General Fixed Assets Account Group , rather than in governmental funds . These 
assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when 
purchased . All assets are maintained on the basis of historical cost and no 
depreciation is computed or recorded thereon . The Indigent Defender Board does 
not have public domain or infrastructure outlays . Interest costs on fixed assets 
have not been incurred . 

There were no long-term liabilities at December 31, 1999 

Budmetarv P~-~ctice~ 

The Indigent Defender Board is not subject to the Local Government Budget 
Act and therefore, did not adopt a budget for the General Fund . Therefore, the 
financial statements do not reflect a comparison of revenues and expenditures to 
budget . 

]] 

The Indigent Defender Board has no pension plan or leave policies 

L ease s 

The Indigent Defender Board did not have any capital or operating leases at 
Decer~ er 31, 1999. 



 

INDIGENT _DEFEND_ER BOARD 

OF THE TWENTY-SEVE, NTH J UDIC_  
IAL DISTRICT 

OPRL~I1.qAq . LO[]ISIAIqA 
NOTRg TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

FOR THE YEAR  ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999 

NOTE 1 - S UM_M_ AR_Y O_ F STGNIFICANT ACCOUNT ING _ POLICIE~ S (Continued 

JA tJqation 

There 
December 31 

was no pending litigation against the Indigent Defender Board at 

Encumbrances 

1999 

The Indigent Defender Board does not employ the encumbrance system of 
accounting . 

CornDensat ed Absences 

The Indigent Defender Board does not provide for accumulated vacation or 

sick leave. 

~nventorr_y 

The Indigent Defender Board had no inventory on hand at year-end 

s on Financial Statements 

Total columns on the financia3 statements are captSoned "M emorand um Only " 
to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data 
in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or 
changes in financial position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles . Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation . Interfund 
eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

NOTE 2 - /~4OUNTS PAID MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

Mel~oers Of the Board were not paid fees for being on the Board 

NOTE 3 - G~]NER_AI~ FIXED ASSETS ACCOtINT GROUP 

The following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account 
Group for the year ended December 31, 1999 : 

Office furniture 
and equJpment 

T_Xotsls 

Balance Balance 
January i, December 31, 

1999 Additions Deductions 1999 

$29~  

2 9~  

$99__ 6 

996 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH J[]DICIAL DISTRICT 

NOTRS TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 , 1999 

NOTE 4 - RESERVED FUND BALANCE 

A portion of the fund balance at December 31, 1999, is reserved by the terms 
of grants received from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board . The grants are 
to be used to help defray the cost of expert witness fees, pay raises for public 
defenders and costs associated with capital cases. 

NOTE 5 - LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOAR[) GRANTS 

During the current and prior years, the Indigent Defender Board was awarded 
grants from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board . The grants are awarded to 
help defray the cost of expert witness fees, pay raises for public defenders, and 
partial funding of the St . Landry Parish Law Library . The grants received for 

1999 amounts to $22,500. At Decelr~er 31, ]999, unexpended 9rants in the amount 
of $174,834 were reserved. 

NOTE 6 

On Septen~ er 2, 1997, three agencies - the St . Landry Parish Indigent 
Defender Board, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Court and the District 
Attorney of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District, St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, 
entered into an intergovernmental agreement to provide funds to maintain the St . 
Landry Parish Law Library . The Indigent Defender Board agrees to contribute 
$9,000 per year for an indefinite term . The agreement may be terminated at any 
time by a majority vote of the parties involved and any party may withdraw from 
the agreement by givin9 thirty days written notice . 

The 
District 

obtain a 
Indigent 

St . Landry Parish Indigent Defender Board , the Twenty-Seventh Judicial 

Court and the judges of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District agreed to 
copier for the court and pay a third of the cost . The expense to the 

Defender Board for the current year amounted to $612. 
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ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 

NG BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORM ED 
N ACCOBDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Td the Indigent Defender Board of the 
Twenty-Seventh Oudiclal District 

Opelousas, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Indigent Defender 
Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District, as of and for the year ended 
Dece~ )er 33, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated April 25, 2000. We 
conducted our audit in accordance wit]] generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 

Compliance 

Government Aud it Jn( 

States 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Indigent Defender 
Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District 's genera] purpose financial 
statements are free of material misstatement , we performed tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, Contracts and grants, 
noncolep]Jance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government AudJtina Standards~ 

Internal Control Over Financial Reoortlna 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered Indigent Defender Board of 
the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting 
in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general purpose flnancia] statements and not to provide assurance 
on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all 
matters Jn the internal control over financial reporting that might be material 
weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation 
of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risk that misstatements Jn amounts that would be material in 
relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and 
not be detected within a timely period by employees Jn the normal course of 
performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
material weaknesses . 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1.49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



TO the Indigent I)efender Board of the 
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District 

Page 2 

i0 

This report: is intended solely for the information and use of the Indigent 
Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District and the appropriate 
regulatory agency and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone 

April 25, 2000 
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SECTION ] 

INDIGENT DEFENDER BOAR 
OF TME TWENTY -EEVENTH JUDICIAL D ISTRIC~ 

ii 

CONTROl., AND COM PLIANCE MATER IAL TO THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 

NO findings 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND C QMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS 

N/A 

SECTION Ill - MANAGEMENT LETTER 

NO findings 


