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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

Judith W. Huckabay
Red River Parish Clerk of Court

Coushatta, Louisiana

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Red River Parish Clerk of
Court, as of and for the ycar ended Junc 30, 1999 as listed in the table of contents. These gencral purposc
financial statcments arc the responsibility of the Clerk’s management. Our responsibility 1s to express an
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. |

We¢ conducted our audit in accordance with gencrally accepted auditing standards, the standards for
financial and compliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the U.S. General
Accounting Office and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide. Those standards require that we plan
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of
matcrial misstatcment. An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, cvidence supporting the amounts
and disclosurcs 1 the financial statements. An audit also includes asscssing the accounting principles uscd
and significant ¢stimatcs made by management, as well as cvaluating the overall financial statement
presentation. We believe that our audit provides a rcasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opmion, the gencral purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, m all matenal
respects, the financial position of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court, Coushatta, Louisiana, as of Junc
30, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in confornuty with pencrally accepted

accounting principles.

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the gencral purpoc: financial statements
taken as a whole. The accompanving financial information listed as "Schedules™ 1n the table of contents is
presented for purposes of additional analysis, and 1s not a required part of the financial statements of the
Red River Pansh Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedurcs applied
in the audit of the gencral purpose financial statements, and in our opinion, 1s fairly stated in all matenal
respects in relation 1o such fimancial statements taken as a wholc,
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In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also 1ssucd a report dated March 7, 2000, on
our consideration of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court’s internal control over financial reporting and our
tests of 1ts comphiance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts.

@i‘wom! D’CIT\CLW@)U\LW
ohnson, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA's:

March 7. 2000
Natchitoches. Louisiana




GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW)
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana
Combined Balance Sheet-All Fund Types and Account Group
Junc 30, 1999
Governmental  Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Account Groun Totals
Fund Type Advance Registry of General (Memorandum Only)
General Fund Deposit Fund  Court Fund  ° Fixed Assets  6-30-99  6-30-98
Asscis
Cash $ (7,818) $398,078 $45,540 $ 0 $435,800 $414.195
Investments-C/ID s ¢ 85,000 31,638 0 116,638 303.402
Revenue Reccivables 2.277 - 0 0 0 2,277 1,608
Duc from Other Funds 33,499 0 0 0 33,499 30,962
Equipment 0 0 I 108.971 108.971 75,431
Total Asscts $27,958 $483,078 $71,178 $108,971  3697,185  §825,598
[iabilitics & Fund Equity
Liabilitics-
Accounts Payable $ 330 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 530 § 7,288
Unscttled Deposits 0 449,579 77,178 0 526,757 676,644
Duc to Other Funds () 33.499 0 0 33.499 30,962
Total Liabilitics $_ 530 $483.078 $77.178 $ 0 £560.786  $714.894
Fund Equity-
Investment in General
Fixcd Assels $ 0 \ 0 $ 0 $108.971 $108 971 § 75,431
Fund Balance-
Unrescrved 27.428 0 0 0 27428 35273
Total Fund Equity  $27.428 $ 0 $ 0 $108.971 $136.399 §$110.704
Total Liabilitics &
Fund Equity $27,958 $483.078 $77,178 $108,971  $697,185 $825,598

Sce notes to financial statements.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance-
Governmental Fund Type-General Fund
Year Ended June 30, 1999

REVENUES:
Intergovernmental $ 27,240
Liccnses & Permits 2,620
Charges for Services 147 968
Miscellaneous 17.506
Total Revenues $1065.334
EXPENDITURES: |
General Government 203,183
Excess of Revenucs over Expenditures $ (7,849)
Fund Balance-Beginning of Year 35,273
Fund Balance-End of Year $ 27424

See notes to financial statements.




Statcment of Revenucs, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance-
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual

REVENUES:
Intergovernmental
Licenses & Permits
Chargces for Services
Miscellancous

Total Revenues

EXPENDITURES:
General Government

Excess (Deficiency) of
Revenues over Expenditures

Fund Balance-Beginming of Year

Fund Balance-End of Year

Sce notes to financial statcments.

Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fund

Year Endcd June 30, 1999
With Comparative Amounts From Year Ended June 30, 1998

Budget

$ 27,240
2,500
146,000
16,000

$191,740

200.000

$ (8,260) $ (7.849)

1999
Variance-
Favorable
Actual (Unfavorablc)

$ 27.240 $ 0
2,620 120
147,968 1,968
17.506 1.506
$195334 $ 3,594
203,183 (3,183)
$ 411
35273 0
$_27.424 §__411

100§
Actual

$ 26,755
2.675

Exhibit C
Page 6

122.040

25,674

$177.144

173,139

$ 4,005

31.268

$_35,273




NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Lowsiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies:

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves
as the cx-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall have
other dutics and powers provided by law. The Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four years.

Basis of Presentation-

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court have

been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (22 AP) as applied to
governmental units,  The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GAMB) 1s the accepted
standards-sctting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

Reporting Entity-

The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government, (b} organizations for which the
primary government is financially accountable, and (¢) other organizations for which the primary
government is not accountable, but for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the
primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to
be misleading or incomplete. Component units arc legally separate organizations for which the clected
officials of the primary government arc financially accountable. In addition, component units can be
other organizations for which the nature and significance of their rclationship with the primary
government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be

mislcading or incomplcte.

Primary Government-

The Clerk of Court operates under an elected form of government. As required by generally accepted
accounting princtples, these financial statements present the Clerk (the primary government). The
Clerk has no component units.

A. Fund Accounting-

The Accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each
of which 1s considered a separate accounting entity, and accounted for with a set of self-balancing
accounts that comprise its assets, habilities, fund cquity, revenues, and expenditurcs, or expenscs,
as appropriate. Government resourccs are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based
upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are
controlled. The various funds are groupcd, in the financial statements in this report, into two
pencric fund types as follows:
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
Junc 30, 1999

General (Salary) Fund - The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Reviz= Statute 13:781. is
the principal fund of the Clerk, and is used to account for the operations of the Clerk’s office. The
various fces and charges due to the Clerk’s office are accounted for in this fund. General opcrating

expenditurcs are paid from this fund.

Agency Funds - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court funds are used to account for asscts
held as an agent for individuals and other parties. Agency funds are custodial in nature, assets
cqual liabihties, and do not involve measurement of results of operations.

Fixed Assets-

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund arc
detcrmined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund operations arc accounted for on a
spending or “financial flow” measurement focus and only current assets and current liabilitics arc

generally included on their balance sheets.

Fixed assets uscd in the governmental fund type operations (general fixed assats) are accounted for
in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed asscts
provided by the Red River Parish Police Jury are not recorded within the General Fixed Assets
Account Group of the Clerk. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost. No depreciation has been

provided on general fixed assets.
The Red River Parish Clerk of Court has no outstanding long-term obligations.

The General Fixed Asscts Account Group is not a “fund”. It is concerned only with mecasurcment
of financial posttion, and does not involve measurement of results of operations.

Basis of Accounting-

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized n the accounts and
reported 1n the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurement
madc, regardiess of the measurement focus applied.

The records of the Clerk are maintained on the modificd accrual basis of accounting utilizing the
following practices in recording revenues and expenditures:

Revenues-Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal fees, mortgage certificates, notary
fees, certified copics, etc., arc recorded in the year in which they are carned. Interest income on
time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the income is available.
Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

Expenditures-Expenditures are gencrally recognized under the modified acerual basis of accounting
when the related fund liability is incurred. Salaries are recognized when they occur.  Office
supplics arc recognized when they are purchased. Capital outlays are recognized when the liability
1§ mcurred.

Budgctary Practices-

Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Red River Parish Clerk of Couri adopts a budget for
the General Fund for the next fiscal year. A public hearing is held, and notice is published in the
official journal. The budget is open for public inspection. Each budget amendment is also
published n the official journal. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the cnd of the fiscal year.
The budget presented in the financial statements was adopted on a basis consistent with generally

accepted accounting principles.

Investments-

Investments are stated at cost, which approximates market. The investments presented in these
financial statements consist of certificates of deposit.

Total Columns on General Purpose Financial Statcments-

Total Columns on the general purpose financial statements (combined statements-overview) arc
captioncd “Memorandum Only” to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial
analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of cperations, or changes
in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such
data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation

of this data.
Vacation and Sick Leave-

Employces of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court do not accrue or “carry forward” vacation or
sick leave pay from year to year. As such, there are no accruals made in either the General Fund
or 1n a general long-term debt account group for these payments.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

H. Comparative Data-

Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial
statements 1n order to provide an understanding of changes 1n the Clerk’s financial position and
opcrations. However, comparative (1.c., presentation of prior year totals by fund type) data havce
not been presented n cach of the statements since their inclusion would make the statements unduly
complex and difficult to read.

2. Pension Plan:

Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court are members of
the Lowmsiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-cmployer
defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustces.

All regular cmployces who are under the age of 60 at the time of original ecmployment are required to
participate 1 the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at lcast 12 years of credited
service arc centitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, cqual to 3 nercent of their final-
average salary for cach year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of thewr jinal-average salary.
Fmal-avcrage salary is the cmployee’s average salary over the 36 consccutive or joined months that
produce the highest average. Employecs who termunate with at lcast 12 years of scrvice and do not
withdraw their employee contnibutions may retire at or afier age 55 and receive the benchit acerucd to
their date of termination. The System also provides dcath and disability benefits.  Bencfits are
cstablished and amended by state statuie.

The System 1ssucs an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statcments and
required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the
Louwisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite Bl, Baton

Rouge. Louistana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162.

Iunding Policy. Plan members arc required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual
covered salary and the Red River Parish Clerk of Court 1s required to contribute at an actuanally
determined rate. The current rate 1s 11,50 percent of annual covered pavroll. Contnbutions to the
System also include one-fourth of onc percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parsh) of the taxes
shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirciivits of plan members
and thc Red River Parish Clerk of Court arc cstablished and may bc amended by state statute.  As
provided by Louisiana Reviscd Statute 11:103, the employer contributions arc detcrmined by actuarial
valuation and are subject to change cach ycar bascd on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal
year. The Red River Parish Clerk of Court’s contributions to the System for the years ending, June 30,
1999 1998, and 1997, were $11,154, $93,80, and $8,962, respcctivelv, cqual to the required
contributions for cach ycar.
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Rcd River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

l.eases:

The Red River Parish Clerk of Court was not a part to any capital leases for the year ended Junc 30,
1999,

General Fixed Assets:

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows:

Balance ’ Balance
7-1-08 Additions Dcletions 6-30-99

Genceral Fixed Assects:
Equipment $75,431 $33,540 $0 $108,971

“__t: [

Changes in Agency Funds:

A summary of changes in the Clerk’s agency funds follows:

Advance Registry
Deposit of
Fund Court Fund
Deposit balances at beginning of year $421 381 $255,263
Additions for year 117,298 331,397
Dcductions for year 89.100 509.482
Dcposit balances at end of year $449.579 $ 77,178

Litigation:

The Red River Parish Clerk of Court was not a party in any litigation seeking damages for the year
cnded June 30, 1999,

Expenses Paid by the Parish Police Jury:

Certain expenses of the Clerk’s office are paid by the Red River Parish Police Jury. In addition to
furmshing the building where the Clerk’s office is located, the Police Jury pays all utility bills, some
insurance, and furnishes some of the equipment in the Clerk’s office.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

8. Related Party Transactions:

The Clerk’s office had no related party transactions for the year ended June 30, 1999,

9. Interfund Receivables/Pavables:

The following is a summary of interfund receivables and payables for the year ended June 30, 1999

Interfund Interfund
Receivables Payablcs

General Fund $33,49¢
Advance Deposit Fund $33,499

10. Cash and Cash Equivalents:

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash, demand deposits, and certificatcs of
deposit.  Under state law, the Clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank. Further, the Clerk
may invest in time certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the laws of Louisiana,
savings accounts or shares of saving and loan associations and savings banks and 1n sharc accounts

and sharc certificate accounts of federally or state chartered credit unions.

At June 30, 1999, the Clerk has cash and cash equivalents totaling $552,438. Cash and cash
cquivalents arc stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits must be
sccurced by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank.

These pledged sceurities arc held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial
bank in the form of safekeeping receipts held by the Clerk. The deposits at June 30, 1999, werc

securced as follows:

Certificates
ash of Deposit Total

Carrying Amount on Balancc Shecet $435,800 $116,638 $352.,438
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Red River Panish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements
June 30, 1999

Certificates
(Cash of Deposit Total
Bank Balances- |
a) Insured by FDIC or colla-
teralized with securities
held by the Clerk 1n the
Clerk's name $435,800 $116,638 $552,438
b) Uncollaterahzed 0 0 0
Total Bank Balances $435.800 $116,638 | $552.438

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of
GASB Statement No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the
custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk

that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand.

11. Excess Fund Balance:

[.ouistana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of e term of office) the
clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund’s fund balance that
exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk’s last year of his tcrm of office. At June 30, 1999, there
was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the last year of the clerk’s {four-year term of
office, and no determiunation of the amount that will be due, 1f any, can be made at this time.




GENERAL FUND

To account for resources traditionally associated with governmental units, which are not required to be
accountcd for in another fund. This fund is usually called the “Salary Fund” by Clerks of Court.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fund
Balance Sheet
June 30, 1999

Assets
Cash in Bank $ (7,843)
Petty Cash 25
Revenue Reccivables 2,277
Duc¢ form Other Funds 33.490
Total Asscts $27,958

Liabilities & Fund Balance

Liabilitics-
Accounts Payable $ 530

Fund Balance-
Unrescerved-Undesignated 27.428

Total Liabilitics &
Fund Balance $27.958

Sec notes to financial statements.




Exhibit D-2
Page 17

Red River Parnish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fund
Schedule of Revenues-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual
Year Ended June 30, 1999
With Comparative Amounts From Year Ended Junc 30, 1998

_ 1999 ~
Variance-
Favorablc 1998
Budgct Actual (Unfavorablc) Actual
REVENUES:
Intcrgovernmental-
Grant-State of La. $ 27.240 $_27.240 $ 0 $ 26,755
Licenses & Permits-
Marnage Licenscs $ 2500 §_ 2620 $ 120 $ 2675
Chargces for Services-
Recording Fecs $ 75,000 § 76,457 $1.457 $ 39 18]
Mortgage Certificates 4.000 4.444 444 3,840
Notary Fees 500 403 (97) 715
Canccellations 2.500 3,135 635 2. 116
Certificd Copics 8500  10.830 2330 7.160
Crimial Fecs 500 490 (10) 14.062
Suits & Successions-
Advance Deposit Fund 55,000 52.209 (2,791) 54,966
Qualifying Fees 0 0 0 0
Totals $146.000 $147.968 $1,968 $122.040
Misccllancous-
Interest Income $ 14500 § 14280 $ (220) $ 14,235
Miscellancous 1.500 3.226 1.726 11.439
Totals $ 16,000 $ _17.506 $1.506 $ 25674
TOTAL REVENUES $191,740 195,334 $3,594 $177,144

Sce notes to financial statcments.
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fund
Schedule of Expenditures-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual
Yecar Ended June 30, 1990
With Comparative Amounts From Year Endcd June 30, 1998

Sec notes to financial statements.

1999 N
Variance-
Favorablc 1998
Budget Actual (Unfavorable) Actual
EXPENDITURES:
General Government-
Salarics $115,000 $111,683 $ 3,317 $ 98,304
Clerk’s Expensce 6,000 6,430 (430) 6,430
Payroll Tax Expense 500 626 (126) 225
Retirement 10,500 11,154 (654) 9,380
Group Insurance 6,500 6,886 (386) 5,253
Office Expensc 21,000 22.239 (1,239) 19,938
Auto Expense 1,500 1,271 229 1,266
insurance & Bonds 1,500 2,350 (850) 150
Election Expensc 2,000 1,800 200 1,800
Qualifying Fees 4,000 4,154 (154) 0
Marrnage Licenscs 1,000 1,050 (50) 1,065
Capital Expenditures 30,500 33.540 (3.040) 29 328
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $200,000 $203,183 $(3,183) $173,139




— — — — — — — — — — —

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPES
Agency Funds-

Advance Deposit Fund-as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, this fund is used to account
for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances arc refundable to the litigants aficr all
costs have been paid. |

Reaistry of Court Fund-as provided by Louisiana Reviscd Statute 13:842, this fund is used to account
for funds which have been ordered by the Court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court
itigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the Court.

—— e ———_.
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Assets
Cash-Checking Accounts
Investments-C/D’s

Total Asscts

Liabilities
Unscttled Deposits
Duc to Other Funds

Total Liabihtics

See notes to financial statements.

Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds
Combining Balance Shect
June 30, 1999

Advance Registry of
Deposit Fund Court Fund
$398.078 $ 45,540
85,000 31,638
$483,078 $ 77,178
$449.579 $ 77,178
33.499 0
$483.078 $ 77.178

Totals
6-30-08

$443. 618

116,638

_33.499

Exhibit E-1
Page 20
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana |

Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds
Advance Deposit Fund
Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances
Year Ended June 30, 1999

6-30-99
Deposit Balances at Beginning of Year $421,38)
Additions:
Suits & Successions 117.298
Sub-Total $538.679
Deductions:
Clerk’s Costs Paid to General Fund $ 52,209
Settlements to Litigants 15,738
Sheniff’s Fees 9,968
Court Reporters 1,230
Witness Fecs 0
Attorneys, Curators, Notary 150
Judge's Fund 6,258
Jurors 460
Other Costs _ 3087
Total Deductions $_89.100
Deposit Balance at End of Year $449.,579

Sec notes to financial statements.




Red River Parish Clerk of Court

Coushatta, Louvisiana

Fiduciary Fund Types-Agency Funds

Registry of Court Fund

Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances

Deposit Balances at Beginning of Year

Additions:
Suits & Successions

Deductions:
Disbursements to Litigants

Deposit Balance at End of Year

Se¢e notes to financial statements.

Year Ended June 30, 1999

6-30-99

$255,263

$331.397

$509,482

$ 77,17

===
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Exhibit E-3
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GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP

To account for general {ixed assets owned by the Clerk of Court, and used m the governmental fund
opcrations.,
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Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fixed Assets Account Group

Schedule of General Fixed Asscts
June 30, 1999

General Fixed Asscts, at cost:

Land $ 0
Buwldings ()
Equipment 108.971
Total General Fixed Assets $108.971
Investment in General Fixed Assets $108,971

Sce notes to financial statements.
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Recd River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

General Fixed Assets Account Group
Schedule of Changes i General Fixed Asscts
Year Ended June 30, 1999

Balance ' Balancc
7-1-98 Additions Dcletions 6-30-99

General Fixed Asscts:

Land $ 0 § ( $0 $ 0
Buildings 0 0 0 0
Equipment 75.431 33.540 ¢ 108,971
Total General Fixed Assets $75.431  $33,540 $0 $108,971
Investment in General Fixed Asscts $75,431  $33,340 $0 $103}971

Sce notes to financial statements.
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH GOVIERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

Judith W. Huckabay
Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Coushatta, Louisiana

Wce have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court as of and
jor the year ended June 30, 1999, and have 1ssued our report thereon dated March 7, 2000. We conducted
our audit 1n accordancc with generally accepted auditing standards applicable to financial audits contained
m Government Auditing Standards, i1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the

Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide.

Comphance

As part of obtaming rcasonable assurance about whether the Red River Parish Clerk of Court’s financial
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a dircet and matcrial
cficet on the determmation of financial statement amounts. Howcever, providing an opinion on compliance
with thosc provistons was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not cxpress such an
opimon. The results of our tests disclosed an instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported
under Government Auditing Standards. which is described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and

Questioned Costs as item 99-]

Intecrnal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Red River Parish Clerk of Court’s internal contro!
over fimancial reporting 1n order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our
opmion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance . the internal control
over financial reporting.  However, we noted certain matters involving the internal control over financial
reporting and its opcration that we consider to be reportable conditions.  Reportable conditions involve
matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencics in the design or operation of the internal
control over financial reporting that, in our judgment. could adversely affect the Red River Parish Clerk of
Court's ability 1o record, process. summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of
management n the general purpose financial statements.  Reportable conditions are described in the

accompanyimg Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs as item 99-2.
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This report 1s mtended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public
rccord and its distribution is not limited.

féfohmm,%mw Honmu Yo

hnson, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA's

March 7. 2000
Natchitoches, Louistana




Exhibit H
Page 29

Red River Parish Clerk of Court
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs
Year Ended Junc 30, 1999

. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS

The following summarizes the audit results:

1. An unqualificd opmion was issucd on the general purposc financial statcments of the Red River
Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year cnded June 30, 1999

2. There was one reportable condition in internal control disclosed by the audit of the financial
statcments that was considered to be a material weakness.

3. The audit disclosed onc instance of noncompliance, which 1s matcnial to the financial statcments of
the auditec.

11. FINDINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

e

99-1  Untimely Completion and Filing of Audit Report

Condition-Lowisiana Statutes require the Red River Parish Clerk of Court to subnmut its audit
report 10 the Louisiana Legislative Auditor within six months of its fiscal year, which 1s by
Dccember 31, 1999, For the year cnded Junc 30, 1999, the report was not submitted within

this six month frame.

Recommendation-We rccommend that the Red River Parish Clerk of Court have its financial
records completed and ready to be audited within 45 days of its fiscal year m future years.

99.2  Timely Deposits

Condition-The Red River Parish Clerk of Court has several cash receipt functions being
operated. We noted several instances whereby cash receipts are not being deposited by the

Clerk on a timely basis.

Recommendation-The Red River Parish Clertk of Court should institute procedurcs
immediately 1o require timely deposits of cash receipts, with intervals of not less than twice

weekly.
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o RED RIVER PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Judith W. Huckabay, Clerk
Post Office Box 485
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(318) 932-6741
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March 7, 2000

Management’s Corrective Action Plan

State of Louisiana
Office of the Legislative Auditor

Post Office Box 94397
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397

ATTENTION: Dr. Daniel Kyle

Dear Dr. Kyle:

The following 1s Management’s response to the findings reported in the
audit of the Red River Parish Clerk of Court for the year ended June 30, 2000:

98-1 Untimely Completion and Filing of Audit Report
The Red River Parish Clerk of Court will have its
financial records finalized and ready within 45 days
of its’ year end so as to meet the December 31
reporting deadline required by Louisiana Statutes
and your agency for the year ended June 30, 2000
and future years.

99-2 Timely Deposits
The Clerk has issued updated procedures to assure
timely deposits of cash receipts

Should you need additional information concerning these matter,
please do not hesitate to call me at (318) 932-6741.

With best regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

C Puiale P Shorclod ,ﬁ/

JUDITH W. HUCKABAY
Clerk of Court

JWH/s





