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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P. O. BOX 2485 11 I I NORTH 19TH STREET MONROE. LOUISIANA 71207 

Honorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan Thlrty-Seventh Judicial District Court State of Louisiana Caldwell Parish 

TELEPHONE (318) -2:~ I "17 "1ELECOPIER (318) "22.5121 

We have audited the accompanying component unit financial statements of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These component unit financial statements are the responsibility of the Judge of the Thlrty-Seventh Judicial District Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these component unit financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial and compliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance ah<)ut whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatement. Ax~ audit includes examininq, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the component unit financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall component unit financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the component unit financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Thirty- Seventh Judicial District Court as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 10, 1997, on our consideration of the Court's internal control structure and a report dated June 10, 1997, on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Monroe, Louisiana June 10, 1997 



 



Receivables Prepaid Expenses Egu i preen t 

IABILITIES. FUND ;'OtITTY. hND ~THER CREDITS ~Labillties Payroll Taxes Payable Accounts Payable Total Liabilities FuDd E,~uitv and Other C1-~t~ Investments in General Fixed Assets Fund Balance Unreserved - Undesignated Total Fund Equity and Other Credits 
AND OTHER CREDIT~ 

3,290 1,430 3,290 I ,43( 12,459 12L48~ 

$ 221 _~. 316 $ 

-- 33.74~ 1.846 

$ 
12,489 
$ 221 95 
12,46,9 35.51Q . ~1,74j. 1,846 I. 12,45~ -. 48,j!J3 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement 



STATE OF LOUT~TANA Caldwe]l Parish COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUE~. EXPENDTTURE~. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FIIND TYP~ - 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

Revenue~ State Intergovernmental Revenue Local[ Caldwell Parish Sheriff Caldwell Parish Clerk of Court Interest in Investments Total Revenues ~endi%~rg~ Judicial Lease Travel Professional Development Office Insurance Accounting and Auditing Legal Expense Salaries and Professional Fees Fringe Benefits Contract Labor Dues and Subscriptions Contributions and Group Insurance Total Expenditures Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue~ Over Expenditures Fund Balance at Besinnin~ of Year Adjustments Prior Year Receivables not Reflected Prior Year Accounts Payable not Reflected Adjusted Fund Balance at Beginning of Year FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEA~ 

~gl~_~_[al Fund Judicial Expense Fund 
18,675 5,747 696 25,118 
123 2,171 2,730 1,653 174 1,485 1,950 4,200 355 1,760 2,083 8,004 ---- 26.688 
I, 570] 33,674 1,715 _I. 7~) 35,314 ~=, 3~,744 

Special R_9~n~D/I~FDnd Memorandum Child Totals ~pport Only 
$ 13,821 $ 13,821 
13.821 

125 
12,000 
12,12# 
1,696 150 

18,675 5,747 38,939 
123 2,171 2,730 1,778 174 1,485 1,950 16,200 355 1,760 2,083 ~,004 38,615 
126 33,824 1,715 ( 7~ __ _. 150 $5,464 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement 



THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT T_S~_Q_E_]~OUI$IANA Ca/dwell Parish 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

Note I - Historical BackQround The Judicial Expense Fund of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court was established by Act 9%6 of the 1985 Session of the Louisiana Legislature and began ope*fating in March of 1986. The Judicial Expense Fund is controlled by the Judge of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court and was established and may be used for any purpose connected with, incidentally to, or related to the proper administration or function of the court or the office of the Judge thereof, and in addition to any and all other funds, salaries, expenses or other monies that were ()z hereafter will be provided, authorized, or established by law for any of the aforesaid purposes. The Judicial Expense Fund's revenues are derived from court costs assessed in civil and criminal cases of the Thirty- Seventh Judicial District Couzt and are collected by the Sheriff and Clerk of Court. The Special Revenue Fund entitled Child Support was established by the Louisiana Legislature in 1994. The Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court started receiving the funds in June of %995. 
Note 2 - ~m~_K~_.Q~_f_~qi~nificant A__6E~gj~_nt_i!!g PQliqies A. Basis of Accounting The accompanying financial statements of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as app]ied to governments] units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for estab]ishing governments] accounting and financial reporting principles. B. Reporting Entity For financial reporting purposes, in conformity with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) the Judicial Expense Fund and Child Support is a part of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court, a component of the State of Louisiana Judicial system. The financia| reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (State of Louisiana), (b) organization for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the natu[e and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 



Note 2 

THIRTY-SEVENTH OUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT STATE OF LOUISIANA Caldwell Parish 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

B. Reporting Entity (Continued) (Cont inued 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement NO. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the State of Louisiana for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: ~. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing bod~ and a. The ability of the State of Louisiana to impose its will (,r that organization and/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens <n the State of Louisiana. 2. Organizations for which the State of Louisiana does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the State (f Louisiana. 3. Organizations fox which the reporting entity's financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the State of Louisiana provides for the operation and maintenance and the Caldwell Parish Police Jury provides the Courtroom and office space of the Judge in ~ts parish courthouse, the Thlrty-Seventh Judicial District Court was determined to be a component unit of the State of Louisiana, the financial reportin~ entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the Thlrty-Seventh Judicial District Court and do not present information on the State of Louisiana, the general government servicesprovided by that governmental unit or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 



HTRTY-~EVENTH JUDICIAL DI~TRTCT COURT T~iS___Qft J~_Q V r $16 N_6 Caldwe] 1 Parish NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 
Note 2 - Summarv of $ionificant AcQQDn%ino Policies (Continued) C. Fund Accounting The Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is desiQned to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certaln assets that are not recorded in the funds because they do n:)t directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The funds presented in the financial statements are described as follows: I. General Fund The Judicial Expense Fund, as provided by Louisiana Act No. 9]6 of 1985, is the principal fund of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court office and is used to account for the operatJons of the Judicial District's office. The District's primary source of revenues from court costs assessed in civil and criminal cases and collected by the Sheriff and Clerk of Court of the Distric=. Other sources of revenue include interest earned on an interest- bearing certificate of deposit. General expenses of the District Court are paid from this fund. 2. Special Revenue Fund The Special Revenue Fund, as set up by the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court is the Child Support Fund. The Fund's source of revenue is from the State of Louisiana for the purpose of enforcing parents to support their children. The fund was opened in June, 1995. D. Fixed Assets Fixed assets used in goverrm~ental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the general fixed assets account groub, rather than in the General Fund. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH J[ID]CIAL DISTRICT COURT 
Caldwel i Parish 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 
Note 2 - Summary of Si~nificant_Acco~nti~D~Policie$ (Continued D. Fixed Assets (Continued) General fixed assets provided by the Judicial ~xpense Fund are recorded within the general fixed assets account group. Fixed assets are valued at hJstorlcal cost or estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. NO depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets~ The account group is not a "fund concerned only with the measurement of financial position not involve measurement of results of operations. E. Basis of Accounting 

~ It is and does 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures recognized Jn the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relate!; to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The accompanying component unit financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The modifie:~ accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governmental fund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual, i.e., when they become bo~h measurable and available. Measurable means the amount of the transaction that can be determined and available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The Judicial Expense and Specla] Revenue Funds use the following practices in recording revenue and expenditures: I. Revenues The civil and criminal cost earned are recorded in the month earned. The criminal and civil are generally collected in ~he current month and settled by the Sheriff and Clerk of Court by the first of the next month. Intergovernmental revenues are recorded when the Thirty-Sevent~ Judicial District Court is entitled to the funds. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and income is available. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DTRTRICT COITRT STATE OF LOUISIANA Caldwe] 1 Parish 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

Note 2 - S__ummalLy of__Siqnificant_AcqQun1~!na_PQli ig~9_~ (Continued) E. Basis of Accounting (Continued) I. Revenues (Continued All other revenues are recorded when received 2. Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accru{i] basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurreJ. F. Budgetary Practices The court is not required to prepare an annual budget for its Genera] Fund because the judiciary is not included within the definition :>f a "political subdivision" covered by the Louisiana Government Budget Act. G. Cash and Cash Equivalents Cash includes amount in non-lnterest bearing demand deposits and ark interest-bearing certificate of deposit. The Judge considers the certificate of deposit as highly liquid debt instrument with ar~ initial maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. Under state law, the Judge may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. H. Vacation and Sick Leave Employees of the Judicial Expense Fund at this time are paid by the Caldwell Parish Police Jury and are covered under the police jury's vacation and sick leave policies. I. Total Columns on Statements The total columns on the statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns does not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COTJRT STATE OF LOUISIANA Caldwel] Parish 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

Cash and Cash Eauiva]ents At December 31, 1996, the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court has cas~ and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 931,186 as follows: 
Demand Deposits Certificate of Deposit Total 

Judicial Child Expense Support _ TO~I - F~nd F~n~ . $ 13,419 __ 17,767 $ 11,573 17,767 $ 1,846 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. UndE1 state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposits insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1996, the Judge has $32,203 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are fully insured by the federal deposit insurance. Note 4 - _Rg_ceivablg~ The Judicial Expense Fund receivables of $3,290 at December 31, 1996, are as follows: Criminal and Civil Costs Note 5 - LitiGation and Claims 

Note 6 - 
There is no litigation pending against the Judicial Expense Fund at December 31 , 1996. 
The Judicial District Court Office is located in the parish courthouse~ Expenditures of maintenance and operation of the parish courthouse are paid by the Caldwell Parish Police Jury. 
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~ NTR~Y-~EVENTH JUDTCTAL DISTRICT COURT STATE Q~_~Q~ I $ I ANA Caldwel ] Parish NOTES TO _F_T__N_A~N~.[~AL STATEMENT~ FOR TNE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 

H~~l~h~n~Lif~ Insurance _B~n~_ffi_~ The Judicial Expense Fund provides health care and life insurance benefits for its employees. Substantially all of the Judicial Expen~e Fund employees are covered by the State Employees Benefit Progr~l.~. During the year ended December 31, 1996, the Expense Fund paid $8,004 for those benefits. 
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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANTS P. O. BOX 2485 11 I I NORTH 19TH STREET MONROE, LOUISIANA 71207 

Honorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court State of Louisiana Caldwell Parish 
We have audited the component unit Seventh Judicial Dlstrict Court as of and and have issued our report thereon dated 

TELEPIIONE (318 TELECOPIER (318 

financial statements of the Thirty for the year ended December 31, 1996 June 10, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards for financial and compliance audits contained in the Government .Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The Thlrty-Seventh Judicial Di~;trict Court Judge is responsible fol establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this ;cesponsibility, estimates and Judgements by him are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that ~2ransactions are executed in accordance with the Judge's authorization and recorded prog~rly to permit the preparation of the component unit financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless ~~cur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes ill conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the component unit financial statements of the Thlrty-Seventh Judicial District Court for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the component unit financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 13 

1717 ~121 



}{onorab]e Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court Page 2 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not ~'educe to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the component unit financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Based on our consideration of the internal control structure, we concluded that the operations of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court are of a size that ~t is not feasible to have an adequate separation of ~ities. Accordingly, we considered this condition and appropriate substantive audit procedures and tests were applied in our audit of the December 31, 1996 financial statements. 
This report is intended for the information of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. This restriction is not; intended to limit the distribution of this report, which upon acceptance by the Thirty-Seventh Judicial Court is a matter of public record. 
Monroe, Louisiana June 10, 1997 
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LITTLE & COMPANY CERTI}IED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P. O. BOX 2485 II 11 NORTH 19TH STREET MONROE, LOUISIANA 71207 

Honorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court State of Louisiana Caldwell Parish 

TEI.EPIIONE (318) 32~ 1717 TELECOPIER (3t8t ~27 5!21 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the Thirty Seventh Judicial District Court, as of and for the year ended December 31 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 10, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial and compliance audits contained Jn Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the g?hirty-Seventh Judicial District Court, is the responsibility of the Judge. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Judge's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective ~,f our audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of compliance that are required to be reported under Goverr~ent Auditing Standards. This report is intended for the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court anO the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Monroe, Louisiana June 10, 1997 
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