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A  
D arnall, Sikes 
~L:, Fred erick 

ACCOUN TAN T'S REPORT 

M r. John Brown, President 
Baldwin Volunteer Fire Department 
800 M ain Street 
Baldwin, LA 70514 

I ] ~111 ~ Sikts ( IIA ( 
i~..,,5 P i ,.d,,i~k, ( 
c l.~to,, L I).H,.IL 

i ugtne It I)atm dl, I[I, ( 

~, epl ~ N ]li~,~'i , ,ih[llli ( 

~,,,,if~.. s /:i~,~,l~.,, ( PA 
( hlln A M illc,, ( PA 
Iohll 1' A tnlato ( ['A 

K alhltt,l i I)alnall 
glephen R [)isthlcl, M I~A 

A lan M I;,ylm 

I ,i~h C; ] ,w ,,,.J. I, 
I iiLh (I J (,t.,,t 1, ii1 

J. u,~-,~, ] .,,,h ~ 
C .< . r ] o,,1~,,ol 
m ,,g.. [, St~-H~ 
h,~,,,, H W .~ ,,n 

O IhH I o,aU,,,,~ 

125 R ut t , -p , 
t .I.~,uc. [a 7.5OS 

+IR 2 ~? x~12 

123[ i I allttl A s. IIII,. 
i ,,,,~,~,, ] A 705~5 

~lr 457 a ]4(, 

J2u ) m ,,,b,., ,a,,,,,,~ 
st]ilL. 3O l 

M ,,,U~,,, C il~, I A 7(,~ o 
5O l ~ 1 62~,4 

A bb;.,illc. I *\ 7~~510 

W e have com piled the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of th e Baldwin Volunteer 
Fire Departm ent as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31.1998, in accordance w ith Statem ents on 
Standards for Ace onnting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public 
A ccountants. 

A compilation is lim ited to presenting in the form of financial statements and supplementary 
schedules inform ation that is the representation of the m anagem ent of the Baldwin V olunteer Fire 
D epartm ent. W e have not audited or review ed the accom panying financial statem ents and 
supplem entary inform ation and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance 
on them . 

In accordance with th e Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Guide and the provisions of state law, we have 
issued a report, dated M arch 16, 1999, on the results of our agreed-upon procedures. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 

M organ City, Louisiana 
M arch 16, 1999 
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BA LDW IN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPA RTM EN T 

l~aldw, in. l,ouisiana 

Cash 

hdcrcst-bearing deposits 

l,iabililics 

Balance Sheet 

General Fund 

Dcccm ber 31, 1998 

A SSETS 

1A B 1LI q '1F,S AN D EQU 1 "I'Y 

Total liabililics and cquily 

See accom panying notes and accountanl's reporl 

3 

$ 12,628 
__  58,206 

.~_ 70,834 

__  70,834 

$  70,834 



BA LI)W IN VOLUNTEER FIRE ])EPARTM EN T 

Baldw in. Louisiana 

Slalem enl of Revenues, Expendilures and Changes in Fund Balance 

General Fund 

Year l';nded l)ecember 31, 1998 

l~-,evelltle$: 

hllergovernm enlal 

M iscellaneous - 

lnleresl 

Olher 

'folal ivvelules 

xpendilures: 

('urrcnt operaling - 

A dvertising 

N ew equipm enl and equipm ent repair 

Dues and subscriptions 

F.duealion, conferences and sem inars 

M iscellaneous 

O ffice supplies 

Supplies 

Taxes - licenses 

Uniform s 

Llfililies and telephone 

Tolal c~peJ~dilurcs 

Excess of revem~es over expenditures 

tro d balance, beginning 

und balance, ending 

See accom panying notes and aecounlard's report 

$ 83,569 

2,252 

300 

86,121 

105 

28,767 

565 

501 

352 

1,126 

1,335 

84 

470 

33 

33,338 

52,783 

]8~05] 

$ 70,834 



BALI)W IN VOI,UNTEER FIRE I)EPARTM ENq 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

NOTF, 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNTING PO IACIES 

The Baldwin Volunteer Fire Department was formed to provide fire protection 
services to lhc citizens of Baldw in, Louisiaaa. The departm ent is governed by 
officers elected by the m em bers of tile departm ent. 

A . REI'OI~,31N G ENTITY 

The Baldw in V olunteer Fire l)epartm ent is a non-profit corporation, It is a 
legally separate entity. 1 lowever, due to the fact that tile Baldw in Vohmtecr 
Fire Department receives its facilities and some of its financing fiom tile 
Town of Baldwin, Louisiana, tile Baldwin Vohmtcer Fire Dcparlment is 
considered a related organization to tile Town of Baldw in, Louisiana. 

I"UN D ACCOUNTIN G 

The Department uses fimds and account groups to report on its financial 
position and tile results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to 
dem onstrate legal COlnpliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by 
segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent fimctions or 
activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a set of self-balancing accounts. 
O n the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affecl net expendable 
available financial resources. 

C. BASIS ACCOUNTING 

The financial statements of the Baldwin Vohmiecr Fire Department have 
been prepared in conform ity w ith generally acccptcd accounting principles 

(GAAP) as appJied to go',,ertmlentaJ ~mils. The Governmental Accoutlting 
Standards Board (GASB) is tile accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing governm ental accounting and financial repo~ling principlcs. The 
m ore significant of the govermnent's policies are described below. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures arc recognized 
in tile accounts aud reported in the fiuancial statem ents. Basis of accounting 
relates to lbe timing of the m easurements made, regardless of the 
m easurem ent focus applied. The govern mental funds are accounted for 
(isillg a flow of currell[ ~illanclal resoarces IlleaSllr~lllellt fOCllS. Tile 
accom panying general pro'pose financial statem ents have been prepared oil 
tile m odified accrual basis of accounting. The govern m ental fire d uses tile 
follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

5 



BAI,1)W IN VO1,UNTEER FIRE DEPAP, TM EN'I 
Baldw in, Louisiana 

N otes to l"inaneial Statem ents 

NOTI,; 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Revenues 

All governm ealal funds are accounted for using tim m odified accrual basis 
of aceounlhlg. Their revellues are recogllized when they become measurable 

and available as net current assets. All major revemles are susceplib[e (o 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tim modified accrual basis of 
accotmliug when dm ~vlated fired liability is incurred. 

D . ENCUM BRAN CES 

Encumbrances represent eonm lihnenls related to unperform ed conh'acls for 
goods or services. Encum brance accouutlng, under which purchase orders, 
contracts and oll]er com m itments for Ibe expenditure of resources are 
recorded to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not 
em ployed by the Departm ent. 

CAS11 AND INTEREST-BEARING DEPOSITS 

Cash includes am ounts in delnand deposits, inleresl-bcaring dem and 
deposits, and m oney m arket aceounls. Cash equi,Jalenls include am ounls in 
tim e deposits and those investm ents w ith original m aturities o|" 90 days or 
less. 

F. FI X F,I) A SSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures a~ the tim e purchased, and {he 

related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fxed assels accotml 
group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed 
assels are valued at historical cost or estim ated cosl if hislorical cosl is not 
available. Eslimalcd amounts are imlnaterial in relation to lolal fixed assets. 

G , USE O F ESTIM ATES 

The preparation of tim financial statements in conform ity wilh generally 
accepted accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ales and 
assum ptions lbat affecl lhe reporled alnOUlllS ofassels and liabililies al lbe 
date of lhe financial slatelnenls and ll~e reported amounts of revenues and 
expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ fl'om those 
estim ates. 
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D arnall, Sikes 

~"~ Frederick 

INDEPEN DENT ACCOUNTAN T'S REPORT 
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

M r. John Brown, l'rcsidenl 
Baldwin V ohm teer ]:ire I)epartm ent 
Baldwin, l.ouisiana 
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Federal Stale and I,ocal Awards 

2 

Obtain from m anagem ent a list of federal, state and local award expenditares for tile 

year ended December 31, 1998. 

M anagem ent provided us w ith tile required list of expenditures. 

For each federal, state and local award, random ly select 6 disbursem ents fi'om each 
award adn|iaistered during the period under exam ination and: 

(a) trace payments to supporliag {locumentalion as to proper amount and payee; 

W e exam ined supporting docum enlation for each of the six selected 
disbursem ents and found that paym ent was for the proper amount and m ade 

1o tile correct payee. 



(b) 

(c) 

determ ine if paym ents w ere properly coded 1o tile correct fire d and genera 
ledger account; and 

W e exam ined supporting documentation for each of tile six seleclcd 
disbursem enls and found thai paym enls were properly coded 1o the correct 
fund and general ledger account. 

for federal awards, determ ine that lhe disbursements com plied w ith the 
applicable specific program compliance requircm enls sum m arized in lhc 

Compliance SupplemeJ~! (or conlaiued ia lhe graul agrccmclll, if the program 
is not included iu the Compliance Supplement) and for slate and local 
awards, determ ine whether tile disbursem ents com ply willl tile grant 
agreemcnl, relafing to aclivities allowed or unallowed, eligibilily, and 
reporting. 

W e holed that there were no fcdcral awards during the ycar ended l)ccem ber 
3 I, 199g. A ll receipts during the year were fi'om local sources and did not 
place any restriclions on the use of the funds except lhat they should be used 
to operale tile department. W e exam ined supporting docum entation for lhe 
six selccled disbursem enls and foaud lbat l}~c paymenls weir for lhc 
opcraiion of the departm ent, 

For auy program s selecled for testing above that have been closed out during lhe 
period under review, com pare lhe close-out reporl

, when required, with the culity's 
financial records to determ ine whether the am ounts agree. 

M cetiags 

There welv no program s closed out during the year ended Decem ber 3 
1998. Therefore, there were no close-out reports to rcview . 

Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for m eetings recorded in the inilm te book 
were posted as an open meeting as required by LSA RS 42:1 lhrough 42:12 (ll~e open 
meeting law). 

N otice of each meeling and the accom panying agenda is posled on the door 
of lhe m ecling place. A lthough m anagem ent has asserled Illal such 
documents were properly posled, we could find no evidence supportillg such 
aSgel'tiOU. 

Comprehensive BudKe! 

For all grants exceeding five thousaud dollars, determ iue that cach applicable federal
, 

slale, or local graulor agency/agencies was provided w ilh a com prcbeJ)sive budget 
of those grants that included the purpose aud duration, and for slate grants included 

specific goals and objectives and measures of performance. 

Fuads received during tile year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 w ore fi'om tile St. 
M ary Parish Council. These were general appropriations fi'om the l'arish 
Council and did not require the subm ission of a comprehensive budgel to the 
l'arish Council. 



~l'ior Colnnlents and Reoonln|ellda(ions 

Review any prior year suggestions, recom m eudalions and/or comm ents and indicate 
tile exlenl to which such m atters have been resolved. 

There w ere no prior year suggestions, recom m endations or com m ents to 
review. 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, tile olziective of which would 
be the expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, we do nol express 
sllch a~ opinion. /tad we performed additional procedttres, other matters m ight have come 
to our allenliou that would have been reported Io you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem enl of tile Baldw in Vohmteer Fire 
Departm ent and lhe Legislative Audilor, Stale of I,ouisiana, and should not be used by lhose 
who have nol agreed lo lhe procedures and taken responsibility for lhe sufficiency of lhe 
procedures for lhcir purposes, llowever, lhis report is a m ailer of public record and ils 
distribulion is nol lim iled. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 

M organ City, 1,ouisiana 
M arch 16, 1999 
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LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUE'STIONNAIRE 
(For Atlam tion Engagements of Quasi-public Entitles) 

01-25-99 (Date Transmitted) 

Darnall , Sikes & Frederick 
C~ rt lf ied Pub l ic Accountan ts 

Moraan City, Louisiana 70381-2109 (Auditors) 

n conneclion with your com pilation of our financial statem ents 
December 31, 1998 and for the peded  then ended, and as required by 
Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, we m ake the 
repre sentations to you. W e accept full re sponsibility for our com pliance  w ith the following 
re gulation and the Intem al co ntrols over co m pliance with such laws and regulations. W e have 
our com pliance with the followi ng laws and regulations pdor to m aking these re presentations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 
completion/respresentaUon). 

Federal, State, and Local Aw ards 

as of 
Louisiana 
following 
laws and 
evaluated 

W e have detailed for you the am ount of Federal, state and local award expenditures for the fiscal year, by 
grant and grant year. 

Yes [~ No [ l 

All transactions relating to federal, state, and local grants have been prope dy reco rded within our accouting 
reco rds and re po ded to the appropriate state, federal, and grantor officials. 

Yes ~] No [ ] 

The reports filed  with federa l, state, and local agencies are pm pe dy supported by books of odginal entry 
and suppo rting docum entation. 

Yes IX] Nol ] 

LOUI~/ANA (~O~flER N M ~ AL AUDit GUIDE 
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W e have complied with all applicable specific requirements of all federal, state, and loca l programs we 
adm inister, to include m atters contained  In the Com pliance Supplem ent, m atters contained  In the gra nt 
awards, eligibility requirem ents, activities allowed and unallowed, and reporting and budget requirem ents. 

Yes~] No[ | 

O pen M eetings 

Our m eetings, as they relate to public funds, have been posted  as an ope n m eeting as required by LSA-RS 
42:1 through 42:12 (the ope n meetings law). 

Yes k] No [ ] 

Budget 

For each federal, state, and local gra nt we have filed wi th the appropriate grantor agency a com pre hensive 
budget for those grants that Included  the purpose  and duration, and for state gra nts included spe cific goals 
and objectives and measures of pe rformance 

Prior Year Com m ents 

W e have re solved all prior-year re com m endations and/or co m m ents. 

Yes IX] Not ] 

Yes[~] Not ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known nonco mpliance  of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
co ntra dictions to the foregoing repre se ntations. W e have m ade available to you docum entation relating to 
the federal, state, and loca l grants, to include the applicable laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you wi th any com m unica tions fro m regulatory agencies or other sources co nce rning any 
po ssible nonco mpliance  with the foregoing laws and regulations, Including any communica tions received 
be tween the end of the pe riod under exam ination and the issuance  of this report. W e will also disclose to 
you, the Legislative Auditor, and the applica ble state grantor agency/agencies any known nonco mpliance  
which m ay occur up to the date of your repo rt. 

January 26 , 1999 Date 

January 26 , 1999 Date 

anuary 26 , 1999 Dale 
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