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ACCOUNTAN TS' CO M PI1,AT1ON REPO RT ON TH E FINAN CIA I~ STATF, M EN TS 

N alcbitoclles Parish Fire 
Protection D istrict No. 1 
P. O . Box 62 
Clouticrville. l,ouisiana 71416 

W c havc com pilcd tim accom panying balance sheet of the Natcbitocbes Parish Fire Protection District 
No. 1, a componenl unit of tbe Natcbitoches Parish Police Jury, as of l)ecembcr 31, 1998, and tbc related 
Stalcmcut of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balancc-l:tudget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
for the ),car then cndcd, in accordancc w ith Statem ents on Standards established by the Am erican 
Institute of Ccrtificd Public Accountants. The financial statem ents have been prepared on the m odified 
accrual basils of accounting, wbicb is the generally accepted accounting methods cslablishcd by Ihc 
Governmental Accounling Standards Board for govern mental tra its. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presenting, in the form of financial stalcnm nts, information that is the 
representation ofnm nagem ent. W e have not audited or reviewed the accolnpanying financial statem ents, 
and accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

ison, Thomas & Cunningham, CPA'4 

M arch 29, 1999 
N atchiloches. lxm isiana 



COM PON ENT UN IT H NAN C1AL STATEM ENTS 

(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



 

A ssets 
Cash 
Revenue Receivables 
Buildings & Equipm ent 

Total A ssets 

N atehitoches Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o 
Com bined t3alauce Sheet 

Fund Type and Account Group 
December 31, 1998 

Liabilities- 
Accounts Payable 

Governm ental 
Fund TyRe 

General Fund 

$11,471 
43,645 

0 
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Account Groul2 
General Totals 

Fixed Assets ~M emorandum Only) 

$ 0 
0 

272,006 

$ 11,471 
43,645 
272.006 

$5N .1_1.(i $27L ~0=6 $3_2.Z122 

$ 1,332 

Fund Equity- 
Investm ent in General Fixed Assets 0 

Fund Balance- 
Unreserved-Undesignated ~ 8A 

Tolal l.iabilities & Fund Equity $,5._5=dj~ 

See accountants' com pilation report 

272,006 

0 

$27_2~0_06 

$ 1,332 

272,006 

53,784 

$~ Z122 



 

N atchitochcs Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o. 1 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance- 

Bndgel (GAAP Basis) and Actual- 
General Fund Type 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

REVEN UES: 
Taxes 
M iscellaneous 
]tllergoverl~m ellla 

Budget 

$43,500 
1,500 
5,000 

F 

Actual 

$42,773 
1,089 
5,61_0 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (727) 
(411) 
610 

Total Revenues $~ 000 $:49,472 $ 5(5~8) 

EXPEN I)ITU Rf';S: 
Current- 

Gcnelral Governm ent 
Public Safety 
Capital Expenditures 

$ 2,000 
25,000 
1_ ~8000 

$ 1,163 
20,502 
20,560 

$ 837 
4,498 
~2 5~6060) 

Total Expenditures $45,000 $42,225 $2 7~7~75 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures 

Ftmd Balance - Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance - End of Year 

See accouulmuts' com pilation report 

$ 5,000 

46,537 

$~..5_3_7 

$ 7,247 

46,537 

$53.ZSA 

$ 2,247 

0 

$22_42 
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NO TES TO FIN AN CIA L STATEM EN TS 



The Re~urtin~ Enlitv 

N atchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection D istrict No. 1 

N otes to Financial Statem em s 
Decem ber 31, 1998 
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Fire Protection D istrict N o. 1, of N atchitoches Parish, Louisiana was created in June 1982, by 
ordinance of the Natchitoches Parish Policy Jury. The District is charged w ith providing fire 
protection for the citizens of D istrict No. 1 of Natchitoches Parish. 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the Govern mental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting 
standards w ith respect to activities and transactions of state and local governmental accounting and 
financial reporting standards. The codification and subsequent GASB pronouncements are 
recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local government. 

Fire Protection D istrict No. 1, of N atchitoches Parish prepares its financial statem ents in accordance 
w ith the standards established by the GA SB. GA SB Codification Section 2100 establishes criteria 
for determ ining the governmental reporting entity and has defined the governmental reporting entity 
to be the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury. The accompanying statements present only transactions of 
the Fire D istrict N o. 1, of N atchitoches Parish, a com ponent unit of the N atchitoches Parish Police 

Sum m ary of Significant Acconntim! Policies 

The accounting and reporting policies of N atchitoches Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o, 1 conform 
to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to govermnental units. Such accounting 
and rep,c~rting policies also conform to the requirem ents of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517. 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury 
is the financial reporting entity for Natchitoches Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) 
the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's 
financM  statements to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governlnental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which com ponent units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury  for financial 
reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting 
entity is: financial accountability. The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining 
financial accountability. 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 



Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Page 7 

b, The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or imposc 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading if data 
of/he organization is not included because oflhe nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury created by ordinance Fire District No. 1, the District was determined to be a 
com ponent unit of the N atchitoches Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The 
accom panying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the District 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general goverameat services provided by that 
governmental unit, or lhe other governmental units that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

]'he following is a sum mary of certain significant accounting principles and practices- 

Fund Accounting: 

The accounts of Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 are organized on the basis of a 
fund and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of the fund or account groups are accounted for w ith a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, revenues and expenditures. Resources are allocated 
to the fired or account group based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the 
m eans by which spending activities are controlled. The fnnd presented in this report is described 
as follows: 

Governm ental Fund- 

G eneral Fund. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the District 
account for all financial resources of the District. 

Fixed Assets and Long-term Liabilities 

The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities 
associated w ith a fund are determ ined by its measurement focus. The governmental fund is 
accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus and only current assets 
and liabilities are generally included on its balance sheet. 

Fixed assets used in the governmental fired operations (general fixed assets) are accounted 
for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the general fund. 
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These assets are recorded as expenditures in the General Fund when purchased. No 

depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the measurement of financia 
position, not with measurement of results of operations. 

Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and 
reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the measurement 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The General Fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues 
are recognized when tbey become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures 
are generally recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. Purchase of various 
operaling supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. 

The Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 does not em ploy tile use of "Encum brance 
accounting". 

Total Columns on Combined Statements-Overview 

Total colum ns on the combined statements - overview are captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. 

Budgetary Practices 

Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Treasurer subm its a proposed budget to the Board 
of Com m issioners. The budget is adopted, and held open for public inspection. All budgetary 
appro priations lapse at the end of the year. The budget presented in these financial statements 
was adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Investm ents 

The District does not have any investments other than cash invested in interest bearing checking 
accounts and certificates of deposit held at local banks. 



3. Pension Pla~l 

N atchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
December 31, 1998 

The District is not a m em ber of any retirem ent plan 

4. G eneral Fixed A ssets 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s 

Fire Equipment 

Balance 
1-1-98 

$251.929 
Additions 
$20.077 

Deletions 
$~ 

The District is not a party in any lawsuit as of Decem ber 31, 1998 

6. Related Party Transactions 

Balance 

J 2-31-98 
$2_7.2,9..0_~ 

Tile District had no related party transactions for the year ended December 31, 1998 

7. Com l~ensation Paid to Board M em bers 
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Thc members of the Board of Comm issioners of the District receive no compensation for lheir 
services. 

The District levies taxes on real and business personal property located within the boundaries of 
N atchitoches Parish Fire District No. 1. Property taxes are levied by the District on property values 
assessed by the N atchitoches Parish Tax Assessor and approved by the State of Louisiana Tax 
Com m ission. 

The Natchitoches Parish Sherifl~s offi ce bills and collects property taxes for the D istrict. Collections 
are rem itted to the District monthly. The D istrict recognizes property tax revenues when levied. 



N atehitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1 

Notes to Financial Statements 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

Pronertv Tax Calenda 

Assessm ent date 
Levy date 
Tax bills m ailed 
Total taxes are due 
Penallies and interest added 
Lien date 
Tax Sale 

January 1, 1998 
June 30, 1998 
October 15, 1998 
December 31,1998 
January 31, 1999 
January  31, 1999 
M ay 15, 1999 
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The Dislrict is perm itted to levy taxes up to 10%  of the assessed property valuation for each specified 
purpose, or, in the aggregate for all purposes 25%  of the assessed valuation for the paym ent of 
principal and interest on long-term debt after the approval by the voters of the D istrict. Property 
taxes arc: recorded as receivables and revenues in the year assessed. 

Assessed values are established by the Natchitoches Parish Tax Assessor each year on a unifom l 
basis at Ihe follow ing ratios to fair m arket value: 

10% land 
10%  residential im provements 
15%  industrial improvements 

15%  machinery  
15%  comm ercial improvements 
25%  public service properties, 
excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be completed no less than every four years. The lasl 
revaluation was completed for the roll of January 1,1996. Total assessed value was $8,913,790 in 
1998. Louisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed value of a taxpayer's primary 
residence from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of $2,678.730 of the 
assessed value ill 1998. For the year ended December 31, 1998, taxes of 7.00 m ils were levied on thc 

property and were dedicated to fire protection. Taxes collected totaled $42,773, after adjustments 
from the prior year. 

9, Cash and Investm ents 

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash, dem and deposits, time deposits, and 
certificates of deposits. At December 31, 1998, the District had cash equivalents totaling $11,471. 
Under Louisiana Law, these deposits must be secured by Federal deposit insurance, or by the pledge 
of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all tim es equal the amount on deposit w ith the bank. The deposits at December 31, 
1998, were as follow s: 

Cash In Banks 
Bank Balance 
$11.471 

FDIC Insurance 
$11.471 

Balance Uninsured 
$~ 
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INDEPENDENT ACCO UNTANTS" RFPOP, T 
ON A I'PI.Y IN G AG RIiED-UPON PROCEDURES 

To the Board of Comm issioners of the 
Natchitoches Parish Fire D istrict N o. 1 

Page 

(,J'/?;~) j,.5,o_3G,,~, 

W e have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana GovernmentalAudit Guide and enumerated 
below, which were agreed to by the management of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District and 
the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluation management's 
assertious about the Natehitoches Parish Fire District No. l's com pliance with certain laws and 
regulations during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 included in the accom panying Louisiana 

Alleslalion Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, we make no 
representation regarding Ihe sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PU BLIC BID LAW  

Select all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $5,000, or public 
works exceeding $50,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in accordance with 
LSA-P,S 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

Disbursements found were in com pliance 

CO DE O F ETH ICS FO R PUBLIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLOYEES 

Obtain from management a list of the immediate faintly members of each board member as defined 
by LS/t-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interest of all board 
m em bers and em ployees, as well as their im m ediate fam ilies, 

M anagement provided us with the required list including the noted information 

3. Obtain from nm nagemenl a listing of all employees paid during the period under exam ination 

Not applicable 
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4. Determ iine whether any of those em ployees included in the listing obtained from management in 

agreed-upon procedures (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed- 
upon procedures (2) as immediate family members. 

Not applicable 

BUDGETING 

5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendmeuts 

M anagement provided us with a copy of the original budget. There were no amendments to the 
budget during the year. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and amendments to the m inute book. 

W e traced the adoption of the original budget to the m inutes of tile District. It was adopted by a 
unanim ous decision. 

Compare the revenues and expeuditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to 
determ ine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5% . 

W e compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures 
Actual revenues and expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5% . 

ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 

8. Random ly select 6 disbursements made during the period under exam ination and 

(a) trace: payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

W e exam ined supporting documentation for each of the six selected disbursem ents and found 
that paym ent was for the proper am ount and m ade to the correct payee. 

(b) del!ermine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account: 

Each disbursem ent appeared to be coded correctly 

(c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of supporting documentation showed written approval. In addition, non-recurring 
enlries were discussed and approved in the m inutes. 

M EETING S 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the m inute book were posted or 

advertised as required by I,SA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law) 
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The District is only required to post a notice of each m eeting and tile accompanying agenda on tile 
door of the l)istrict's office building. M anagement has asserted that such documents were properly 
posted. 

D EB T 

0. Exam ine bank deposits for tile period under exam ination and determ ine whether any such deposits 
appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds or any other indebtedness which have not been 
approved by the State Bond Com m ission. 

W e in:spected copies of all bank deposits for the period under examination and noted no deposits 
which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds or other indebtedness which had not been 
approved by the State Bond Com m ission. 

ADVANCES AND BONUSES 

Exam ine payroll records and m inutes for the year to determ ine whether any paym ents have been 
m ade to em ployees w hich m ay constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Not applicable 

We were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion on management's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
ttad we pertbrmed additional procedures, other matters m ight have come to our attention that would have 
been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of management of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection 
District No. 1 and the l,egislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have 
not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their 
purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

M arch 29, 1999 
Natchitoche:~, Louisiana 



APPENDIX F. LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

co nnection with your 
b /,pr ZI I~ o~ 

Date 

(Auditors) 

com pilation of our financial statem ents as of 
and for the pednd  then ended, and as required by Louisiana 

Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govern m ental Audit Guide, we m ake the following 
representations to you. W e accept full responsibility for our com pliance with the followi ng laws and 
regulation and the Intern al co ntrols over ce mpltance  with such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated 
our com pliance  with the following laws  and regulations pdor to m aking these re pre sentations. 

These representations are based on the Inform ation available to us as of 

Public Bid Law 
It Is tre e that we have co m plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable, the 
regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Offi ce .. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 
It Is tre e that no em ployees or officials have accepted  anything 
loan, or prom ise,, from anyone that would constitute a violation 

Yes 

of value, whether in the form of a se rvice  

of LSA.RS 42:1101-1124.~  
Yes[VJ No[ ] 

It Is true that no m em ber of the im m ediate fam ily of any m em be r of the govern ing authority, or the ch ief 
executive of the govern m ental entity, has been em ployed by the govern m ental entity after Apdl 1, 1980, 
und er circum statlces that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

/  

Yes [v~'No [ ] 
Budgeting 
W e have co m plied  with the state budgeting requirem ent s of the Loca 
39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:43. 

Accounting and Reporting 

1-1 

Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 

Yes [V~"/
No [ 



Accounting and Reporting 
All non.-exem pt govern m ental records are available as a public reco rd and have been re tained for at 
least thl~ee years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44 :31, and 44 :36. 

Yes [ 
J 
o~JN [ ] 

W e have filed our annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92, 

W e have had our financial statements audited or compiled  in accordance with 

Yes [VJ/N
o [ ] 

LSA-RS 24:513. 
Yes [ V~/No [ ] 

Meetings 
W e have co m plied with the pro visions of the Open Meetings Law, pro vided  In RS 42: 

Yes 
1 thTugh 42:12, 
IV] No [ ] 

Debt 
It Is true we have not incurred any ind ebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake purchases 
in the ordinary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered Into any lease-purchase agreem ents, 
without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided  by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 
Louisiana ConStitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RB 
47:1410.60. " // 

Yes [~JNo[ ] 
Advance s and Bonuses 
It Is true we have not advanced wages or salades to em ployees or paid bonuses In violation of Article 
VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:136, and AG opinion 79-72

/
9. 

/  Yes[V] No[ ] 

W e have dL,~.Josed to you all known nonco m pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
co ntradlctiions to the foregoing represe ntations. W e have m ade available to you docum entation relating 
to the foregoing Jaws  and  reg ulations. 

W e have pro vided you with any com m unications from regulatory agencies or other sources co ncern ing 
any possible noncom pliance  wi th the foregoing laws and regulations, including any communications 
rece ived Im tween the end  of the pe aled  und er exam ination and the issuance  of this re port. W e 
acknowled ge our responsibility to discioce  to you any . kn own  noncom pliance which may occur 
subsequent to the issuance of your report. 

den 

Date 

Date 

Note-Quasi-public entities should delete reference  to the abo ve statutes , unless required to follow such  
laws by co ntract with their publio fund ing agencies. The quasi-public entities should include a 
representaf~ion that they have co mplied wi th the co ntractual pmvistons under which they have received  
state and/or focal funds. 

F-2 


