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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

M cm bcz s of the Board of Com m issioners 
Asccnsion Parish Comm unication District 
(ionzalcs. Louisiana 

W c havc audited  the accompanying general purpose finallcial statements of Ascension Parish Comlnunicalion Dislrict, a 
component unit of the Ascension Parish Council as of December 31, 1999 and for the year ended  Dcccmber 3 l, 1999, as l islcd 
m the table of contenls. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility ofthe District's m anagement. OtH 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general puqaose financial statements based  on our audits. The 1998 financial 
slalcmenls were audited by other auditors whose report dated June 23, 1999 cxpresscd an unqualified opinion on them. 

W c conductcd our audits in accordance with gcncrally accepted auditing stmldards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Gencral of the Unitcd Statcs. Those standards 
require that wc plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether thc general purposc financial 
statements arc free of material misstatcm ent. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in Ihe general purpose financial statcm ents. An audit also includes assessing thc accounting principles used 
and significant estimates m ade by m anagcment, as well as evaluating thc ovcrall general purpose financial statcmcnt 
presentation. W e believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, lhc general purpose financial statem ents refeivcd to abovc prcscnt fairly, in all m atcrial respects, thc financial 
position of Ascension Parish Comm unication D istrict, as of December 31, 1999 and Ihe rcsults of ils operations for the two 
years then ended  in conformity with gencrally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Govermnent Auditing Standards, wc have also issued a report dated June 20,2000 on our considcration of 
Ascension Parish Commuifieation District's intern al control ovcr financial reporting mad our tcsts of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and gl ants. 

June 20, 2000 

21[, St Patrick 51. ~ p.o. Box 1190 ~ DonaldsonviFle, LA 70346 Tel: 225.473.4179 Fax: 225.473.7204 



A SC FN SIO N PA R ISlt C O M M UN ICA TIO N D IST RICT 

C O M IH N EI) It~A LA N C E SH EET - A LL FUN D TY PES A N D A C C O U NT G RO U I'S 
I)EC EM BER 31, 1999 

Cash 
Ccrtificates of Deposit 
Com m issions receivable 
Accrued interest receivable 
Gcncral fixcd asscls 
Amount to be provided 
for retirem cnt of gcnclal 
long-term debt 

Governlncntal 
Fund Type 

29,392 
00,120 
26,074 
1.025 

ASSE  1_2"s_' 

Accounl Groups 
General General Long 

Fixed Assets Term Debt 

$ 

846,911 

Totals 

(Memorandum Only) 

999 1998 

1129,392 
][00,12(/ 
26,074 
1,025 

846.911 

105,800 
95,727 
23,787 

850 
784,841 

34.564 34.564 90.958 

Total assets $ 256,611 $ 846,911 $ 34,564 

abilitics 
Accounts payable $ 
Certificates of lndcbteduess 
payablc 

IAABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

l;'quity and other credits 
Invcslm cnt in general 
fixed assets 

Unreserved - undcsignat,:d 256,61 

256.611 

Total liabilities and 
fund balance $ 256.611 

$ 

846.911 

846,911 

$ 1,138,086 $ 1,101,963 

$ 

34,564 34,564 90,958 

34,564 

$ 846,911 $ 34,564 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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34.564 

846,9 
256_6 

1,103,522 

$ 1,138,086 

90.958 

784,841 
226.164 

$ 1,101,963 



RI~VENUES 
Fees and charges 
]nlcrcgl i11co111o 

Total Rcvcnucs 

EX PENDITUI/ES 

A SC EN SIO N PAR ISIt C O M M U N ICA TIO N D IST RIC T 

STA T E M EN T S O F. R E _
V EN U E S~ EX PEN D IT U RE S~

_ _
A
_
NN I) 

CilA N G ES IN FUN D BA LAN C E 
GENERAL FUND 

YEARS ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 1998 

(_?urrcllt: 
};cos 
Tclcphonc 
Lcgal and profcssional 
Lcascs and Rcntals 
Office cxpcnsc 
P, cpairs and m aintcnanc~ 
M isccllancous 
Training 

Capital om lay 
I)cbt Scrvicc: 
Principal rctircm cnt 
lrJtclcsl 

oral Expcnditurcs 

F'xcess of Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund bM ance, end of yem 

Thc accompanying notes a~c an integral part of this statement 
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1 !)99 1998 

$ 290,818 
7,853 

298.671 

126,996 
10,387 

150 
654 

2,508 
112 

4,992 
62,069 

56,455 
3.901 

268,224 

30,447 

226,164 

$ 274,522 
8.597 

283.119 

529 
46,431 
6,141 
4,955 

13 
549 

34,705 

53,163 
7.193 

253.679 

29,440 

196,724 

$ 226,164 



A SC FN SIO N PA R ISH C O M M UN ICA TIO N I)ISTRIC T 

STA T E]M EN T S O F R EV EN U ES. EX PE N D IT U RE S. A N D 
C tlANG ES 1N FUN D BA 1,ANCE - BUDGET (G AA P BA SIS) AN D A CTUA l, 

10~VEN IIES 
Fccs and charges 
ln[crcst income 

F, X PENDITURES 

Excess of Revenues over Expenditm 'es 

Fund balance, beginning of 5,ear 

Fund balance, end of year 

G_E_NERAL FUND 
YEAR ENDED 1)ECEM BER 31.1999 

Tl~c accompanying notcs arc an intcgral part of this statement 

-. 4 

Budgct 

$ 285,933 
7.621 

293,554 

128,089 
7,100 

872 
3,344 
6,656 

100 
62,069 

56,454 
3,914 

268.598 

24,956 

226.164 

$ 290,818 
7,853 

298.67 

26,996 
10.387 

150 
654 

2,508 
4,992 

112 
62,069 

56,455 
3.901 

268,224 

30,44? 

226,164 

4,885 
232 

5.117 

1,093 

(3,287) 

(]50) 
218 
836 

1.664 

(12) 

(1) 
13 

374 

5,491 

$ 251,120 $ 256,611 $ 5,491 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISII C O M M UN ICA TIO N DISTR IC T 

NO TES TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

Smmnary of S~nificanl Accounting Policies 

As provided by 1 ,oui.siana Revised Statutes 33:9101 - 9106, tim Communication District was created to providc emergency 
communicalions to tile residents of Ascension Parish. The District was created by the Ascension Parish Council

, who m 
lurn appoints a board to managc the affairs oftbc District. The board appoints a Direclor to J~unction as tim lnanagcr. Each 
mcm bcr sc~,cs on a voluntai?,, basis. The District serves approxim ately 72,000 rcsidents and a geographic arca of 
apl~roximately 303 square miles. There currently are no cmployco s and the Ascension Parish Sheriff serves as the director 

Tile accounting and rcpolling policies of the District conform to gcncrally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
applicable to gevcmmcnts. Tbe Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the acceplod standard setting body 
for establishing govcm mcntal accounling and financial repotling principles. 

The following is a summmy of certain significan t accounting policies 

A Rch)nning Er~ti!5: 

As lhc govcm mg authorily of the parish, for rcporlmg puq)oses, the Asccnsion Parish Council is thc finan ciat 

reporting entity for Ascension Parish. Thc financial reporting entity consists of(a) the prima~3, government (council), 
(b) organizations for whk:b the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) otber organizations for which 
natuuc and significan ce of their relationship with prim ary, govern m ent arc such that exclusion would cause tile 
rcponing entity's financial statem ents to be misleading or incomplete. 

Govcm mcntal Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining which componcnt 
units should be consideiod  part of file Ascension Parish Council for financial reporting puqx)scs. The basic criterion 
for includin{} a potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has sct 
forth criteria to bc considcrod  in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

Appomlmg a voting majority of an organization's goveroing bo@ , and 

a "Ihc ability of tile council to impose its will oil that organization and/or 

b. The potcntial for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or 
bLildcns on file council 

2. Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally depeadcnt on thc council 
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ASC ENSIO N PARISII CO M M UNICATIO N DISTRIC'I 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

Sum m ary ofSiEnificant Accountint~ Policies (contimted 

3. Oxga nizations for which the reporting entity's financial statements would be m isleading if data of the organization 
is not inchldcd because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Bccause the coun cil appoints all members to the District's Board of Commissioners, the District was dclermincd to be 
a componcnt unit of the Asccnsion Parish Council, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements 
present reformation un ly on the fnnds m aintained by the District and do not present information on the council

, thc 
general govern ment services providcd by th at governmental un it, or the other governmental units th at comprise the 
financial reporting entity. 

13. J:t!!ad Acco~mt tng 

The financial transactions of th c District are recorded in individual funds and account groups
, each of which is 

considcrcd a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund arc accounted for with a separate set of sclf- 
ba]ancirtg accounts thai comprise its assets, liabilities, ftllld balanccs, revenues mid expenditures. Each accoullt group 
represents a financial reporting devicc designed to provide accotmtability for certain assets and liabilities that arc not 
recorded in th e fimds because they do not affect nct expendable available financial resources. 

The v,'u ious [kinds and account groups arc rcporled  by type in the com bined fin,'mcial statements. The am ounts shox~l 
m thc "Total (Memorandum Only)" columns in the accompanying general purpose financial statcmcnts represent a 
suunnation of the combined fin ancial statement line items of the fund types and account groups and arc prcscnted  only 
for analytical purposes. This summ ation includes th e caption "am ounts to be providcxt" which is not an assct in the 
usual sense. (?onscquently, amounts shown in the "Total (Memorandum Only)" columns are not comparable to 
consolidalcd financial statements ,'rod do not represent the total resources available or total revenues and expenditures 

of the District. Ccltain alllOtUltS alld balances in the 1998 "Total (Memorandum Only)" column have been rcclassi fled 
to co~lfornl with the 1999 presentation. 

The District uses the following fund categories, fund types and account groups 

Govemm!2:l~la~ Ftmd T3!pc; 

Generall,ulTd. The General Fund is the general operating fired of the District. It is used to account for all finm~cial 
rcsources except those required to be accounted for in another fund The General fund was established  in compliance 
wilb Louisiana Revised  Statute 33:9106, whieb provides that a percentage of the telephone bills collcctcd throughout 
the parish bc l~ansm itled to the District to defray its expenditures. 
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ASCENSIO N PA RISLi CO M M UN ICATIO N I)ISTRIC~I" 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Sunlm arv of Sivnificant Accountin~ Policies /confinued 

Account Group: 

Thc accoum g loup is not a fired. It is concern ed  only with the m easurem ent of financial position
, not with 

m casuremenl of results of operations. Account groups m'e used to establish accouutin[, control and accountability for 
the District's general long-term debt and general fixed assets. 

General Long-'l~rm Obligations Account Group - The General Long-Term Obligations Account Group is used to 
account for all long-term obligations of the District. 

General l,':xed Asset Account Group - The General Fixed Asset Account Group is usot to account for all fixed  assets 

C. Basis of Accotmtin~ 

Basis of accnunting refers to whcrt revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts aud reported  to the 
financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurem ents m ade, regardless of the 
mcasurcmcnt focus applied. The accompanying component unit financial statements have been prepared  on the 
m odi fled accrual basis of accountiug, qhe govern m ental ftmds use the following practices in recording rcvcnues and 
expenditt~rcs: 

Rcvcnu,3s 

Com m issions on telephone bills are rccordcd in the 3,ear earned. Interest is recorded when earned  for rcporting 

pulposcs 

Expendittucs arc t~cnerally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of acconnting whcn the related  fund liability 
is incurred Purchases of various operating supplies arc regarded as expcnditurcs at the time purchased. 

The proposed  budgets for fiscal ycar 1999 were cnmplcted  and m ade available for pnblic inspection. A public hearing 
was held for suggestions and comm ents from taxpayers. The proposed fiscal 3,car 1999 budgets were formally 
adopted by Ihe District aftcr the public hearing. The budget, which included proposcd expenditures and thc means 

of financing them, for the General Fund, was publishcd in the official journal ten days prior to the public hearings. 

The budget fol the General Fund was prepared  on the modified  accrual basis of accounting. 

- 7 - 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISH C O M M UN ICA TIO N D ISTR ICT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

SmmnarvofSieniffcantAccoull RPo ces~contim~ ed' 

2. Casl~  

W hen actual revenues within a tire d arc failing to meet estim ated annual budgeted revenues by five percent or more, 
and/or aclual cxpcnditures are exceeding cstimatext budgeted expenditures by five percent or more, thc budget should 
be amcndcd to reflect such changes and adopted by the District in an open mcclmg. Budgcted mnounts included in 
the financial statements include tile ori~,inal adopted budget, or as amended by the Comnm nication District. 

Under stale law, the Distric! may deposit funds within a fiscal agent balk orgalized trader the laws of the State of Louisiana, 
thc laws of any other state in the Union or th e laws of the United States. The District m ay invest in cexlificatcs and time 
dcposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

At ycar end, thc carrying amount ofthc District's deposits was $229,512 and the bank balance was $231,835. Of the bank 
balance, $200,C,00 was covered by fcdcral depository insurance and $31,835 was covered by collale~al held by tile plcdging 
bank's agent in th c I)istrict's nam e. 

3. Chanees in G eneral Fixed Assets 

A sum m my of Changes in General Fixed Assets follows 

Building: Improvcmcnts 
Equipm cnl 

Balance 
~anua~,._1-~ 1999 Additigns [)eletj, ons _ 

73_9~ 01 
$ $ 

62.070 

Balance 
Dccen)ber 31, 1_ 999 

$ 45,040 
80L87J 

$ 784.841 $ .62~0Z0 $ ~ ~: $ 846.9 
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A SC EN SIO N PA R ISH C O M M UNICA TIO N D ISTR ICT 

4. Chanecs in Lone-Ternl Debt 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Thc following is a smmnary of long4crm debt transactions for thc ycar ended I)ccember 31, 1999 

Payable, Janual)' l, 1999 
Additions 
I)cletions 
P~yable, December 31, 1999 

Certiflcales 
of 

Indebtedness 

$ 90,995 

__  5f~3~31 
$.. 34,56~ 

Bonds payaM e at 1)ccember 31, 1999 are comprised of the following individual issues 

G ENERAl, LO NG -TERM  DEBT 
Certificates of Indebtedness 

$190,000 certificates of indebtedness dated January 27, 1997 
due m monthly instalhnents of $5,030 through August 2000 
including interest at 6% . $ 34~564 

The annual rcquircmcnts to amortize all debt outstanding as of December 31, 1999 including interest of $893 arc as 
fbllows: 

Year Ending 
l)cccm l2er 3 I~ 

2000 

- 9 - 

Cm~ificatcs 
of 

Indebtedness 

$ 35,352 



OTIIER REPORTS REOUIRED BY GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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1NDEPENI)I~]NT AUDITO RS' REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON I NTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAl. REPO RTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANC1AI, STATEM ENTS 

PE17,FO RM ED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH GO 1/ERNM EN TA UDII1N G STANDARI)S 

M embers of the Board of Com m issioner 
Ascension Parish Comm unication District 
(Jonzales. Louisimla 

W c have audited the gcncral purposc financial statements of Ascension Parish Comm unication District, a com ponent unit 
of the Ascension Parish Council, as of and for the years ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon 
daled June 20, 2003. W e conducted our audits in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the stan dards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by thc Com ptroller Genel al of the 
Unitcd States. 

As part of obtainin~g ~casonable assurance about whether Ascension Parish Com m unication District's general purpose 
financial statem ents ale ti cc of lnaterial m isstatement, we performed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, 
legulations, contracts and gran ts, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determination of 

financial statement amounts. Howevcr, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objcctivc of 
our an dit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instan ces of 
noncom plian ce tha! arc required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
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tcrnal Co!)t!9! Ovc!-t!!/mnciAl R~ ing 

In planning and perfnrming our audits, we considered Ascension Parish Communication District's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general 
purl)osc financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Howevch we 
noted ccrtain matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
leportable conditions Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in 

the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our jndgmenl, could adversely affect 
Ascension Parish Communication District's ability to record, process, summ arize and report financial data consistent with 
the assertions ofnmnagcmcnt in the general purpose financial statements. The reportable condition is described in the 

accompanying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs. 

A m atcrial weakness is a condition in wlfich the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does 
not reduce to a rch~tivcly low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that woukl be m atcl ial m relation to the general 
purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees m thc 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the intern al control over financial reporting 
would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal conlrol that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would 
not ncccssarily disclose all reportable conditions that arc also considered to bc material weaknesses, ttowcvcr, wc believe 
nonc of the reportable conditions described abovc is a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intcndcd R~r tim inff~rm ation of the audit com m ittee, m anagem ent, and fedcral awarding agcncics and pass- 
through entities, t Iowcvcr, this lcport is a matter ofpnblic record and its distribution is not limited. 



A SC EN SIO N PA R ISH C O M M UN ICA TIO N I)ISTR 1C T 

SCIIEDU LE OF FINDINGS AND OUESTIONED COSTS 

YEAR ENDED I)ECEM BER 31.1999 

A. SUM M A RY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

The audilors' rcport expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statemcnts of 
A sccnsion Parish Com nm nication Distirct. 

The reportable condition disclosed during tim audit of the financial statements is reported in Part B of this 
report. The condition is not a m aterial weatm ess. 

N a instances of noncompliance material to the financial statemcnts of Ascension Parish Conmmnication 
District were disclosed during the audit. 

FINI)ING S -- FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AIR)IT 

REPORTAIqA~ CONDITION 

999-1 Segregation of I)uties 

Condition: The accounting personnel is limited in size 

Criteria: Effcctivc intern al controls are established from the segregation of duties 

l,.ffbct: The segregation of duties is inadcquate to provide effcctive internal control 

Recommen& aion: No actions is rccomnlended. 

Re.v~onse: W c concur with thc recom m endation. 
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A SC EN SIO N PA R ISIt CO M M U N ICA TIO N I}ISTRICT 

SCItEDULE {IF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS 

YF, AR ENDED DF, CEM BER 31. 1999 

INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE M ATERIAl, T(I TIlE FINANCIAL 
STATEM ENTS 

Budget Adoption 

Condition: The District did not comply with the following requirements of LRS 

39:1304(c), 1305, 1306, and 1307. 

Recommendation: The auditor recom mended that the I)istriet comply with tile above 
listed budget requirements in the future by preparing and adopting an operating budget 
prior to the inception of the fiscal year. In addition, the budget should bc monitored, on 
an interim basis, to determ ine the necessity for am endment. 

Current Status: The District complied with the abovc budget requirements subsequently 
No sim ilar findings wcrc noted in the 1999 audit. 

2. Prc-signed Chccks 

Condition: The District m aintains approxim ately 7 to 12 pre-signed checks in storagc on 
an on-going basis. 

Recomm endation: The auditor rccom lnended that tile l)istrict prohibit tile practice of 
prc-signing checks prior to the disbursem ent of fmlds. The District established a policy 
requiring two signatures with all check disbursements. The practice ofpre-signing checks 
circumvents tile established control procedure. The District may consider establishing a 
threshold for the requirement of two sign atures on all check disbursements. For example, 
small items could only require one signature thereby eliminating the finding. 

Current Status: The District complied with the above linding subsequently. No similar 
findings were noted in the 1999 audit. 

Fixed Asset M anagement 

Condition: The District did not conduct a physical invcntory of its fixed asset invcntolT during 
the year ended December 31, 1998. 

Recommendation: The auditor reconunended that the District comply with LRS 39:324 
concerning the physical inventor?' of property. 

Current Status: No similar findings were noted during the 199!) audit 
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