
Iiourgeoi$ Bennett 
COMMUNICAT To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. In fulfilling our responsibility as Seventeenth Judicial District .. District Court Fund audilors for the year ended December 31, 1996, we are required to commtmicate to the Judges cerlain matters related to the conduct of our audit. 

)_L'!'I NG 
Our audit was conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standaw ds and Go_v_cdaune~_t Auditing Standard, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Slates which require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurancc about whether the statements m'e free of material misstatements. As required, separate letters have been issued on the internal control structurc and compliance with laws and regulations. 

_P_OLICIES 

[S~F_MENT$ We did not initiate any significant audit adjustments during our recent audit. Yca~ adjustments and closing entries were prepared. This izffommtion is intended solely for the use of the Seventeenth Judicial District - l)istrict Court Fund mad should not be used for any other purpose. 
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Bourgeois Bennett 

To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 
We have audited tile general purpose financial statements of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Courl Fund (the District), State of Louisiana, a component unit of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of and for floe year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated Janumry 24, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform file audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whethe~ tl~e general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to the District is tile responsibility of the Districfs management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whcd~cr the ge|:~eral purpose financial statements are fiee of material misstatement, we peiTonned tests of the District's compliance with ce1~ain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results reported herein under of our tests disclosed no instances of noncomplimlce that are required to be Tiffs report is intended for the information of the Judges, management, the State of Louisiaua and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Lotfisiana. However, this reporl is a matter of public lecol d and its distribution is not limited. 

Thibodaux, La., January 24, 1997 
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We noted a cellain matter involving the internal control structure and its operation tha! we consiider to be a reportable condition under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in tile design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, surmnarize and report financial data consi stent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Condition - During our audit, we noted the District's cash disbursement policy requires one signature on checks. Recommendation - We encourage the District to adopt and maintain a policy that l equires dual signatures on checks of a significant amotmt. Response - Within tile last five years, tile Judges have had discussions about changing this procedure in the interest of the Fund. However, considering the way the fund is utilized by the four judges and considering that we use one account and one checkbook, requiring more than one signature would be most impractical and, in some cases, most inconvenic~t. The judge authorizing the expenditure signs the check unless he is unavailable, Each judge is bonded and the court employee that actually prepares the checks and manages the Fund is bonded. We do not believe that requi~g more than one signature is necessary to adequately safeguard the Fund. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the specific internal con~iol structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that eiTors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose filmncial statements being audited may occur mid not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course ofpelforming their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control st~ucture would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not neces- sarily disclose all repotlable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe the reportable condition described above is not a material weakness. This report is intended for the fiffonnafion of the Judges, management, the State of Louisi~um aud the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public l eco~ d and its distribution is not limited. 

Thibodaux, La., January' 24, 1997 
Certified Public Accountants 



Bourgeois Bennett 
INDEPENI)ENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE INTERNAL CONTR_QL_L_STRUCTURE B A~E_.D ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PI IRPOSE FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, Louisiana. We have audited tile general purpose financial statements of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the Distric0, State of Louisiana, a component unit of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated January 24, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whethc~ the general purpose financial statements are free of material nfisstatement. The management of the District is responsible for establishing and maintaining an inlet hal control structure. In fi~lfilling this responsibility, estimates mid judgments by management are rcquived to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and proceduves. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assltrance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unanthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit file preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordarnce with generally acccpled accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or in-egularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that tile effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procechn es may deleriorate. In plamfing and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the District :['or tile year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding on tile internal control structure.. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevmlt policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control strncture. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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Note 6 - REIMBURSED EXPENDITURES (Continued) 
(Continued) 



- GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Balance Balance Janualy December 1_!J1996 Additions Adjustment 31, 1996 Building renovations $ 17,691 $ Equipment __.3_.~ 6~383 63,712 $ (123,912) $ 17,691 243,483 Totals ~,374 $63,7.12 $(123,9z.9_J__2) ~;261,174 The a~ustmentis based on a physic~ invento~ ofitemsin ~e Gener~ Fixed Assets At:count Group. 
- RETIREMENT PLAN Plan Description - The Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the Distric0 contributes to the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System Pension Plan, a cost- sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan axhninistered by the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System (LASERS). LASERS provides retirement, defened and disability benefits, survivor's benefils and annual cost-of-living adjustments to plan members and beneficiaries. Title 11 Chapter 401 of tile Louisiana Revised Statutes (IRS) established and provided for LASERS. LASERS issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for I,ASI':RS. That report may be obtained by v~Tiling to Louisiana State Employees' Retiremenl System, P.O. Box 44213, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4213. Funding Policy - Plan members are required to contribute 7.5% of their annual covered salmy and the District is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The cur- rent rate is 12.0% of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirements of plan mem- bers are established by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:62. The contribution requiremcms of the District are established under Louisiana Revised Statutes 11:101-11:104. The District's contributions to LASERS for the years ending December 31, 1996, 1995 and 1994 were $36,926, $37,310 and $33,446, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
- REIMBURSED EXPENDITURES Substantially all employees of the District are paid by the Lafourche Parish Council General Fund or the Seventeenth Judicial District Criminal Court Fund. For the year endcd December 31, 1996, these two fimds paid $301,843 in personal services for the District. 

8 



 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) i) Total Column on Combined Statements - Overview The total cohmm on the combined statements - overview is captioned memorandum only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted accotmting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
Note 2 - CASH AND INVESTMENTS Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations of lhe United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having their priucipal office in Louisiana or any other federally insured investment. State law also requires that deposits of all political subdivisions be fully collateralized al all times. Acceptable collateralization includes the FD1C insurance and the market value of securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. Obligations of the United States, the State; of Louisiana and cerlain political subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations ftu~shed as seclwity must be held by the political subdivision oi with an unaffiliated bank or trust company ibr the account of the political subdivision. During the year the District's investments consisted solely of certificates of depos~t. The District's cash and investments in excess of the FDIC insurance are collateralized by securities held by an unaffiliated bank in the name of the financial institution pledged to the District. 
Note 3 - DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UNITS Amounts due from other governmental units at December 31, 1996 consisted of the following: Lafourche Parish: District Attorney Clerk of Court Sheriff Total 

$ 2,712 2,041 5,580 ~0,333 



 
Exhibit 3 (Conthmed) 

Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) e) Investments Investments are stated at cost, which approximates market. f) General Fixed Assets Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accmmted for in file General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in gove1~mwntal fimds. Ttle Account Group is not a fund. It is concerned only with the measmemcl~t of financial position. It is not involved with the measurement of results of operations. Public domain ("infi'astructure") general fixed assets consisting of certain improvements other than buildings, including roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets and sidewalks, &ainagc systems and lighting systems, are not capitalized along with other general fixed assels. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical costs. g) Accumulated Vacation and Sick Leave Employees can earn one day of vacation or personal leave for each consecutive month of employment up to a maximum often days per year. Vacation shall be taken during the calendar year earned or forfeited by the employee. Employees will not be entitled to compensation for anused vacation or personal leave upon termination of employment. Employees can earn one day of sick leave for each consecutive month of employment up to a maximum often days per 5'ear. Unused sick leaw', shall be accumulated flora one calendar year to the next up to a maximum of 60 days per year. Employees will not be entilled to compensation fox unused sick leave upon termination. The presiding judge may permit an employee to take additional vacation or sick leave for a reasonable period taking into account the needs of the employee, ploper fimclioning of the court and the public interest. h) Encumbrances Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other columit- ments are recorded in the fund general ledger, is not utilized by the District. 



 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 
b) Fund Accounting (Continued) Account Group An account group is used to establish accounting control and accountability, the District's Account Group is as follows: 
General Fixed Assets Account Group - This account group is used to accoun! for fixed assets not accounted for in proprietary or trust funds. 

c) Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to _.w_h__e_~ revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and reported in the finmlcial statements. Basis of accounting relatcs to the lJ/~ of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. Tile Governmental Fund is accounted for using file modified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net currenl assets. Fees and charges for services are recorded when earned since they are measmable and available. Interest income on investments is recorded as revenue when the investme:nts have matured and the income is available. Miscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when receiw:d in cash by the District because they are generally not measurable until actually receiw;d. Expenditures are generally recognized trader the modified accrual basis of account mg when the related fund liability is incurred. d) Operating Budgetary Data As required by the Louisiana Revised Status 39:1303, the Honorable District Judgcs (the Judges) adopted a budget for file District's General Fund. The Judges, as allowcd by state law, do not obtain public pm'ticipation in the budget process. Any muendmcnt involving the transfer of molties from one function to another or increases in expenditures must be approved by the Judges. The District amended its budget once during the year. All budgeted anlounts which are not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year end. The General Fund budget is adopted on a basis materially consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. 



_STATE 
Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court :Fund 

Revenues Service fees: Sheriffs Office Clerk of Court District Attorney Miscellaneous - interest Total revenues 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

Expenditures Current: General Government: Personal services: Salaries and related benefits Supplies and materials: Office supplies Books and subscriptions Other services and charges: Travel Equipment maintenance and repair Professional fees Insurance Continuing legal education Postage Rentals Tel ephone Miscellaneous Capital e, xpendilures: Machinery and equipment Total expenditures 

_B~_eL $ 75,000 25,000 6,500 10.000 116,500 
30,000 6,200 18,112 9,000 17,000 3,300 2,600 4,000 1,000 1,195 3,130 2,895 69,000 167.432 (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures (50,932) 
63_000 

Actual 
$ 85,952 25,078 11,993 8.749 131.772 
30,427 11,135 14,734 6,930 24,664 3,196 2,300 4,202 670 1,149 2,527 2,695 63.712 168,341 (36,569) 
60,000 

Excess of Revenues and Other Sources Over Expenditures _$1 2,068 23,431 Fund Balance Beginning of year End ofyear 
See notes to financial statements 

470,235 $ 493,666 

Exhibit 2 

Variance Favorable ~Unfavorable) 

15,272 
(427) (4,935) 3,378 2,070 (7,664) 104 30O (202) 330 46 603 200 5,288 __ ~909) 14,363 
(3,00_0) $ U~363 



 

COMBINED i GOVERNMENTALFUND Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 

Assets Cash Investments Due from other governmental units Fixed assets Totals 

December 31, 1996 
Account 

Governmental General Fund Type Fixed General Assets 
$ 100,026 384,944 10,333 2(; 1.174 

Total (Memorandun Only) 
$ 100,026 384,944 10,333 261,174 $ 495~393 $ 26L174 $ 756~477 

Liabilities Accounts payable and accrued expenditures $ 1,637 
Fund Equity and Other Credits Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance - unreserved $ 261,174 493,666 Total fund equity and other credits 493,666 261,174. Totals 
See notes to financial statements 

_5;_ 495,303 $ 261.174 

$ 1,637 

261,17,1 493,666 
754,84( $ 756,477 



Bourgeois Bennett 
To the Honorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial r)istrict, Thibodaux, Louisiana. We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District), State of Louisiana, a component unil of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of and for the yem" ended December 3 l, 1996, as listed in lhe table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the l)ishict's managemeut. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general pttrpose financial slalcments based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standalds and issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance almut wbethcl the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. /~m audit includes examimng, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amomlts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant eslimales made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general propose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court t.tmd as of December 3 l, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Govenamen_t A!Ld_iling Standards, we have also issued a report dated Janualy 24, 1997 on our consideration of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund's internal control structure and a report dated Janumy 24, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

Thibodaux, La., January 24, 1997 
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~ancial Report Seventeeuth Judicial l)i~trict. District Court uisiana 
1996 

ander provisions of state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report h~,s been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other ~ppro~t'ic'te p~i3lic officials. 7he report is a\,'zdlabl(:, for public inspection 8t the [{aton Rouge office of the L~.gi~tive Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office o! the parish clerk of court ~'P.lease Date L~"'.._ ~, 7 ,,~.__ 
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