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JOHN R. VERCItER PC {trllfith ~nbllr Arromlta~l P,O.Box 1608 Jena, Louisiana 71342 Tel: (818) 982-6348 Fax: (318) 992-4374 
}lonorablc Ronnic Book Catahoula Parish Shcriff and Ex-Officio Tax Collcctor Harrisonlburg, Louisiana 

ANCIAI, STATEMENT 

] have audited the statements of tbc Tax Collector Agency Fund of thc Catahoula Parish Shcriff J the period from July 1, 1996 to May 31, 1997, as listed in the tahlc of contcnt~. Tiffs finan~ statcmcnt~ arc the rcsponsihility of the management of the Sheriff's management. My respo~rsibility is express ~m opinion on tiffs financial statements based on my audit. 
I ~~nductcd my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and Government Auditing Standards, by the Comptroller General of the United State~. Those standards requ that ] plan and perform the audit to obtain rcasonablo aa~urance about whether thc financial statcmc arc free of material mis~statemcnt~ An audit includes cxaraining, on a tc.st basis, cvidcn~~ supl~orting amounts and disclosures in tile financial statcmcnt~ An audit also ineludes assessing the account principk~ u~d and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall fiuan~ statcment prc~cntation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

June 26, 1997 Jcna, lx,uisiana 
_~M3ER_ ---AMER~AN tNSTTTUTE OF C~'FIFIEO pUBLJC ACCOUNTANTS--. 8OCIETY OF LOUISIANA ~tlFEII ~ ACC~UNTANTB 

financial statemetlts tal, of additional analysis ~, of thc Catahou]a l'af to the financial slalom, financial statement ta/, 



JOHN R. VERCHER PC ~trliftrb ~bltr Arr~nutuut P,O.Box 1608 Jena, Louisiana 71342 Tel: (318) 992-6348 Fax: (318) 992-4374 

_MEM3ER ---AMEbeAN ~SmLmE C~ CI~nFI~ PUBL~ ACCOUNTANTS--. SOCI~y OF LOU~L~A CI~IFE]) PUBUC ̂CCOUNT̂mS 



JOHN R. VERCHER PC P.O.Box 1608 Jena, Loulslana 71342 Tel: (318) 992-6348 Fax: (318) 992-4374 
NI)EPENI)ENT AIYl)ITOR'S REPORT ON ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCJAL STATEI~ 

Honorahlc Ronnie Book Catahoula Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio Tax Coll~tor Itarrisonhurg, Louisiana I have audited the statement of collectioi~s, Parish Tax Collector Fund, for the period from July thereon datezt June 26, 1997. 

UDITING STANDARDS 

thstributions and unsettled ]kalanccs of the (~taho.l~ l, ]996 to May 31, 1997, and have i~ucd my rel~,f 
I conductcd my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govc~'nm:/~t Auditing Standard~ issued hy the Comptroller General of the United Statc.~ Those standards rcquirc th~,t I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable a~urance about whether the financial statements arc t.',' of material misstatement. The management at the (~ataho~da Parish Sheriff, Harrisonhurg, Louisiana, is responsible f,,r ~stah]ishillg and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates ztr.I judgmenl.s by managcmanl are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal ~ontte,I structure policica aald procedures. The objectiwz of an internal control structure arc to prov,,l,' managemenl with rc~%~onable, hut not ab~lute, a.~suranc.e that &~sets are safeguarded against loss fi,m~ unautho:rizeA u~ or disposition, and that transactions are exeCuted in accordance with n~anageme.t'. authoriz.ation and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in ac(~ordance -~ith generally accepted accountilrg principles. Bc~attse of inherent limitations in any internal control structHc, errors or irregularitie.~ may neverthele.~a occltr and not be detected. AI~, projection of any evaluation ,,f Ihe structure to future perieds is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate hcc.'tu~e ,,f changes in condition:s or that the effcctivene~ of the design and operation of policie~ and procedures n~;~ dctcrioratc. 

I noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and ils operation that I col,sider to I. reportah]e conditions under standar~[~ e.~tablished by the American Institute of Ca;rtified Public Accountat,t. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to significant deficiencies in t]~, de.sign or operation of the internal control structure thak in my judgment, could advcr~ly affe~ct th, cntity's ability to record, proce~q, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the a~rtion~ ,,f managcracnt in the financial statements. As discussed in the "Management Letter (bmments" on page 10, the Sheriff has un~curcd , balances of $88,58.[ in its tax collector fund. _I,E~II~R_ 



 

Tiffs report it intended the Legislative Auditor's office. 

Jcna, Louisiana June 26. 1997 

for the However. information of tiffs rcpor! is a the Catahotda Parish Sheriff's management z,,,d maUcr of p,tblic record, and its dlstributian i. 



ASSETS Cash 
LIABILITIES Due to Taxing Bodies and Others 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



Other Total Collections 
TOTAL 
DISTRIBUTIOI~S Louisiana Department of Treasury Louisiana Forestry Commission Tensas Basin Levee District Louisiana Tax Commission Catahoula Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Assessor Hospital District No. 2 Enterprise Recreation District Larto Recreation District Maitland Recreation District Fire District No. 1 Fire District NO. 2 Pension Funds Tax Rede~)tions, Etc. Total Distributions UNSETTLED BALA!~CE AT MAY 31, 1997 DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

R 
Statement A 

$ 2,316,083 41,231 1,607 3,039 3,277 249,364 10,941 37,080 63,656 $ 2,726,278 
$ 2,847,981 
35,047 8,964 70,069 798 485,475 1,085,122 554,302 203,065 4,463 24,858 14,643 6,123 8,903 41,842 69,514 4,636 $ 2,617,824 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



INTROI) U(:TION 

CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statement 
As providcA by Articlc V, Scction 27 of thc Louisiana Constitution of ]974, thc shcriff scrvcA~ a four-yc~ar tcrm as thc chicf cxccutivc olflcer of the law cnforccmcnt district and cx- officio tax collc~tor of thc parish. As cx-officio Parish tax collector of thc parish, thc shcriff i~ rc~sponsihlc for thc collc, cting and dlstribnting ad valorcm propcrty taxcAs, parish occul~tional licc~tsc~, statc rcvcnuc sharhlg funds, sporting llccr~scs, and fh~cs, costs, and bond forfciturc., imp~scd by thc district court. I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING I'OLICILq 

C C4s_h 

2. REVENUE AND EXCE,C'S REVENUE StIARING The rcvcnuc and cxcc.ss rcvcnuc sharing funds were distributed as follows: 



CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Haxrlsonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statement 
2. REVENUE AND EXCEKq REVENI~ SItARIFG -(Cont.) 

Tensas Basin Levee District Louisiana Forestry Catahoula Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Assessor Enterprise Recreation Dist~ict Maitland Recreation District Larto Recreation District Fire District No. 1 Fire District No. 2 Hospital District No. 2 Pens~ on Funds 
3. (ASH AND INVESTMEN'I~,; All cash is accoust~. As of May Catahsula-LaSallc Bank. Bank Accounts 

STATE 9,950 395 40,183 80,458 77,045 28,174 2,758 771 841 1,006 1,115 625 6,042 

held in FDIC secured institutions in checking or interest hcaring 3], 2997 the tax coiled:tot fund had $88,581 in unsecured dcposit~ with The following accsuntq arc currently secured as follsws: 
Checking Account Escrow (Protest Taxes) Total 
Security Pledges FDIC Federal Home Loan Bank Total Unsecured Deposits 

Bank Balance $ 131,888 181,435 
$ 200,000 24,742 $ 224,742 =====~~=== 



CATAHOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statement 
4. TAXFS PAID [FNI)ER PR()TF~q'I Louisiana Rcvi~d Statute 47:1576 providc~ that taxpaycr~ at thc thnc of paymc.t of all taxrs dnc, give notic~ to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for rccovcry of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notlc~c, thc amotmt paid i.s scgrcgatcd and hdd by the tax co]lec, tor for a period of 30 days. If suit is filed within the 30-day period for recc, vcry of such amounts, the f,mds are held pcndlng outcome of the suit If thc taxpaycr prevails, the collector refunds the amount duc, with intcrcst at the rate of 2 per cent per annum frora the datc thc funtk were reccivcd by the tax collector. The following is a summary of tax~.~ Paid under protc~t: Protested Taxes Paid ~nterest Earned Total Held in Escrow $ 178,396 3,039 $ 181,435 ======== 



(~TAIIOULA PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Harrisonburg, Louisiana Management Ix~tter Comment May 31, 11997 
During thc cour~ of thc audit, the Sheriff's auditor observed conditions and circum~tance~ that n.,. he hnproved. Below arc situations noted for implovemenl, the auditor's recommendation for imporvem, ~ and the Sheriff's response. 1) Unsecured Cash Balances (Reportable Nomnatcrial Internal Control Finding) Situation: At blay 31, 1997 thc lax coBoctor fund had un~curcM cash balanrx~ of $88,581 with its hank. Rccommendation: Slate law requires banL~ that hold government funds to plextgc s~curitie.~ for deposits exceeding FDIC coveragc for each government nnit. Thc Sheriff should periodically r~mtact his bank to deternfine that this function is being performed. SherifFs Rc.~p_9_l~se: The Sheriff will contact his bank pcriodically to determine that all cash balances are sex:urcd. 
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