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Independent Auditor's R eport 

M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 

Bastrop, Louisiana 

I have audite*l tile financial slatem enls of the Tax Collector Agency Ftmd (11" tile 
M orehouse Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as lisled 
in the table of contents. These financial statem ents am tile responsibili(y of lhe 
M orehouse Parish Sheriff 's m anagem ent. M y responsibilily is to express an opini(m 
on these financial statem ents bas~l oil m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted audiling standards and 
Govelwment Auditing Standards, issued by tile Com ptroller General of tile U nited 
Stales. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audil 1o obtain rt;asonable 
assul~mce about whelher Ihe financial slatem ents are free of m aterial m isstalem enl. An 
audit includes exam ining, oil a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounls and 
disclost,res in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagenm nt, as w ell as evaluating 
tile overall financial slalem enl i)reselltation. I believe that m y audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

A s described ia note l, the M orehouse Parish Sheriff is lhe ex-officio lax collector for 
the various taxing bodies within M orehouse Parish, and the accom panying financial 
statem ents presenl inform ation only on his activities as parish tax collector. Furlher, 
tile accoml)anying financial statements have been prepared on tile basis (11" cash receipls 
and disbursements which is a com prehensive basis of accounting other than generally 
accepted accounting principles, 
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M OREH O U SE PA RISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

Independent A uditor's Repo~a, 

June 3(1. 1996 

In m y opinion, the financial statem ents referrezt to in the firsl paragraph prcsenl fairly the assets and 
liabililies arising from cash Iransactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe M orehouse Parish 
Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the collections and distributions for lhe year then ended

, on lhe basis of 
accounling as describc~l in hole lB. 

In accordance with Government AtM iting Standards, I have also issued reporls dated August 1
, 1996, on 

lhe M orehouse Parish Sheriff's compliance w ilh law s and regulations and m y consideration of the 
agency's inlernal conlrol structure. 

,/ 

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 
Augusl 1, 1996 



FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

TA X COLLECTOR A GEN CY FU N D 

LIABII.ITIES 
D ue to taxing bodies and others 

Statem ent of A ssets and Liabilities 
A rising from Cash Transactions 

June 30. 1996 

Tile accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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M OREH OLISE PARISH  SH ERIFF 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

TA X CO LLECTO R A G EN CY FU N D 

Statem ent of Collections, D istributions, and 
U nsettled Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and Others 

For tile Year Ended June 30. 1996 

UNSETTI.EI) BALAN CES, JUNE 30, 1995 

CO IJ,ECTIO N S 
Ad valorem taxes: 
Current year 
Prior year 

Ad valorem taxes paid under protest 
State Revenue Sharing 
Slxm sm an licenses 
O ccupational licenses 

V idoo poker licenses 
Beer and liquor licenses 
Interest on: 

N OW  aecotlnts 
D cli~quent taxes 
Pro tested taxes held in escrow 

License accounts 
A uto dealers account 

Redem ptions 
Tax notices, elc. 

Reflm ds 
Total collections 
Total 

I)ISTR IBU TIO N S 
Louisiana D epam nent of Forestry 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
Louisiana D eparhnent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Tensas Basin Levee D istrict 

M orehouse Parish: 

A ssessor 

(Colllinue~t) 

Statem ent B 

$331,299 

6,251,882 
32,915 
61,598 
685,293 
93,938 
39,234 
3,229 
8.627 

21,216 
6,790 
6,931 
396 

2,826 
25,518 
14,462 
18,812 

7,273,667 
7.604.966 

9,374 
3,013 
5,744 
5.351 

324.82 



M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FU ND 
Statem ent of Collections, D istributions 
and U nsettled Balances D ue 1o 
Taxing Bodies and Others, 

For tile year ended June 30, 1996 

I)ISTRIBUTIONS: (CONTD.) 
M orehouse Parish: (contd.) 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Sheriff 
Library 

W a~zl 2 Cem etery D istrict 
W ard 2 Fire D istrict N o. 
W ard 5 Fire D istrict N o. 
W ard 6 Fire D istrict N o. 
W ard 8 Fire D istrict N o. 

W ard 10 Fire D istrict N o 
Bastrop Fire D istrict N o. 
Fire D istrict N o. 2 

2 

Bonne ldee D rainage D istrict 
Pension fimds 
Refllnds 
()tiler settlem ents 

Total distributions 

UNSI~?,TTLED BAI.AN CES, JUN E 30, 1996 

The accom panying notes are an integral pan of this statem ent 
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Slalem enI B 

$1,939,018 
3,095,204 
611,827 
322,577 
5,568 
46,205 

21,036 
64,026 
19,653 

21,073 
131,742 
196,043 
6,935 

185,576 
18,799 
22,144 

7.215.729 



 

M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF 
Bastrop, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 

N otes to tile Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For tile Year Ended June 3(I, 1996 

SUM NI/kR Y O F SIG N IFIC AN T ACCO [~ TIN G PO L1CII~S 

A s provided by Article V , Section 27 of tile Ix~uisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the 
ex-officio lax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad wdorcm 
properly taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing flm ds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

Ix*uisiana Revised Statute 24:513(B) requires the accounts of each parish tax 
collector to be audited annually. Accordingly, the accom panying financial statem ents 
reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related only to his responsibility as ex-officio 
parish tax collector. Am ounts included in these financial statem ents are also included in 

the sheriff 's annual com ponent unit financial statem ents. 

BASIS O F A CCO UN TING 

The accounts of the parish tax collector arc established to reflect the colleclions 
im posed by law , and the distributions pursuant to such law , and unsettled balances due 
various tax recil)ient bodies and others. The accompanying financial statem ents have been 
prepared  on the cash basis of accounting, w ith collections recognized when received and 
distributions recognized when paid. 

C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections, in interest bearing 

accounts, with a bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds are collected. Furlhcr, the 
sheriff m ay invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investm ents perlnitled  
by law . 

At June 30, 1996, tile sheriff has cash and cash eqtfivalents 0~ook balances) totaling 
$389,237, as follows: 
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M OREHOUSE PARISH SH ERIFF 
Bastrol), Ix)uisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR A GEN CY FUN D 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

D em and deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

$112,07(I 
277.167 

At June 30, 1996, tlle sheriff has cash and cash exluivalents (bank balances) totaling 
$413,134. All cash and cash equivalents are deposited in interest bearing accounts which 
are fidly securtxl by fexleral deposit insurance. 

2. STATE R EVENU E SItAR IN G FUN D S 

The state revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed as follow s 

M  orehou se Part sh: 
A ssessor 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Library 
Sheriff 

W ard 2 Cem etery 
Baslrop Fire D istrict 

W ard 6 Fire D istrict 
W alzl 10 Fire D istrict 
Tensas Basin Levee D istrict 
Pension fimds 

Tota 

AI)TO  1)E AI.F~R  TAXES 

$49,930 
19(I,711 
244,597 
37,243 
94,495 

585 

36,899 
2,129 
919 

10,229 
17.556 

$685,293 

Louisiana Revisext Statvtc 47:1961.2 requires that m otor vehicle dealers in the parish Inake 
m onthly transfers to the tax collector of estim ated ad valorem taxes due on m otor vehicles sold during 
the m onth. The rem ittances are deposited into a separate interest bearing account. D uring D ecem ber of 

each year, each dealer's actual tax liability is determ ined. If additional taxes are due from a m otor 
vehicle dealer, tile dealer shall rem it the addilional taxes to the tax collector for seltlem enl of the tax 
liabilities to the various taxing districts. Any paym ents exceeding the tax liabilities shall be apporliollcd 
to the taxing districts. The following schedule provides detail on changes in the separate m otor vehicle 
dealer account during the period ended June 30, 1996: 
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M OREH OU SE PA RISH SH ERIFF 
Baslrop, Louisiana 

TAX COLLECTOR AGEN CY FUN D 
Notes Io Ihe Financial Slalemenls (Conlinued) 

Balance at June 30, 1995 

Rem iltances 
Inleresl earntx] on accounl 

Transfers to tax collector account 

Balance al June 30. 1996 

TAX ES PAH) UND ER PRO TEST 

$66,726 
110,482 
2,826 

(125,550) 

$54,484 

Dauisiana Revised Statu te 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at tile tim e of paynm nt of all taxes due, 

m ay give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a po,lion of tile 
total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the am otml paid shall be segregated and held by the tax 
colleclor for a period of thirty days. If suit is filed w ithin tile thirty day period for rec overy of such 
am ounls, tile funds segregated  shall 1~ held pending outcome of the suit. If tile taxpayer prevails, lhe tax 
collector shall retire d tile am ount due, with interest at tile rate of two per cent per annmn from the (late 
tile funds were rec eived  by the tax collector. The following sched ule show s protested taxes and interest 
held in escrow accounls pending final settlem ent of tlle suits. 

Telecable A ssociates, Ine: 

1990 lax roll 
1991 tax roll 
1992 lax roll 
1993 lax roll 
1994 lax roll 
1995 lax roll 

AN R Pipeline Com pany: 
1994 lax roll 
1995 lax roll 
Total protested  taxes 

hllerest on protest taxes 

Total prolested taxes and interest 
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$27,026 
23,871 
31,317 
51,592 
54,752 
51.219 

7,882 
1(I,379 

258,038 
19.129 



Indepeudent Auditor's R eports Required 
by Govet~onent Auditing Standards 

The following independenl auditor's reports on compliance with law s and regulations
, and inlerna 

conlrol sln~clure are presented in com pliance with tile requirem ents of Goverttment Auditittg Standards 
issued by lhe Com ptroller General of tile U nitexl Stales

, and Ihe Louisiana Govern mental Audit Guide 
issued by lhe Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the I~m isiana Legislalive Auditor 



C~RTIFI~O pUBLIC ACCOUN~AN~ 

M EM BER A M ERICA N 

NSTITUTE O F C ERTIFIED 

PUBLIC A CCOUNTA NTS 

S~ IETy O F LOUISIA NA 

C ERTIFIED PUDLIC 

A CCOUNTA NTS 

P RACTIC E LfM ITED TO 

G OVERNM ENTA L 

ACCOUNTING, A UDIRING 

116 PROFESSIONA L D RIVE 

W EST M ONROE, 

LOUISIA NA 7 '129 '1 

PHONE 3 18.325.2121 

TO LL FREE LOUISIANA 

1.800.s4 1.5020 

FA X 3 118.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's R eport on 
Com pliance W ith Laws and R egulations 

M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX -OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Baslrop, lJ.m isiana 

I have audited tile financial statem ents of Ihe Tax Collector Agency Fund of the 
M orehouse Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for tile year then ended and have 

issued m y reporl lhereon dated August 1, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit ill accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; 

Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of tile U nited 
Stales; and Ihe Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by lhe Society of 
Ixmisiana Cellifiexl Public Accountants and the Ixm isiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require thai 1 plan and perform lhe audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether tile fillancial statem ents are free of nlateria] 
m isstatem ent. 

Compliance wilh laws and regulations, al)plicable to tile Tax Collector Agency Fund, 
is tlle responsibility of tile sheriff 's m anagem ent. A s part of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whelher the financial statem ents are free of m aterial nlisstatem enl, I 
perforlned tests of the sheriff 's compliance w ilh cellain provisions of laws and 

regulations. However, the objective of my audit of the financial statements was not 
to provide all opinion on overall com pliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do 
not express StlCh an opinion. 

The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance lhal are required 1o be 
reported under GovetTtment Auditing Standards. 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERI FF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Bastrop, Louisiana 
Report oll Compliance W ith 

Laws and Regulations, 
June 3(1, 1996 

This report is intended for the use of m anagem ent of the M orehouse Parish Sheriff and interested stale 
agencies. This is not intended 1o lim it the distribulion of this report, which is a m atler of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
August 1, 1996 
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Independent A uditor's R epot1 
on Internal Control Structure 

M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 

Bastrop, Louisiana 

I have andiled tile financial stalem enls of the Tax Colleclor Agency Fund of the 

M orehouse Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year lhen ended and have 
issuexl m y report thereon dated Al.lgnsl 1, 1996. 

I conduclexl m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Goveivtment Auditing Standards, issue~l by the Coral)troller General of the U nited 
Slates. Those slandards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance abo[Jt whether the financial statem ents aFe free of m aterial m iss/alemcnt. 

The m anagen~ent of M orehouse Parish Sheriff is responsible for estahlishiug and 
m aintaining an intern al control stnlcture. In fidfilling this responsibilily, estim ates and 

judgments by managelnent are required to assess the expectczl benefits and related costs 
of internal conlrol slrncture policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal 
control struclure are to provide management with reasonable, bul nol absolute, 
assnrance Ihat assets are ~ feguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, 
and that transactions are cxccntexl in accordance w ilh m anagem ent's authorization and 

recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statem enls in accordance w ilh 
generally aeeeptexl accounting principles or other com prehensive basis of accounting. 
Because of inherenl lim ilations in any intern al control structure, errors or irregularities 

may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any cvalualion of the 
structnre to future periods is sul.2ject 1o lhe risk that procedures may become inadequalc 
because of changes in condilions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation 
of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

It~ planning and perform ing m y m Jdil of Ihe financial slalcm el)ls of the M orehoiJsc 
Parish Sheriff 's Tax Collector Agency Fund for the year ended Jnne 30, 1996, I 
oblainexl an understanding of the intenml control structure. W ith respeel 1o lhc internal 
control struclnre, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
proccdnres and whether lhey have been plactxl in operation, and I assessed control 
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M OREH OU SE PARISH SH ERIFF AN D 
EX-OFFICIO PARI SH TAX COLLECTOR 

Bastrop, Louisiana 
Reporl oJ~/nlernal Control Stm cl,rc, 
Jllne 3(1, 1996 

risk, in order Io determine m y auditing procedures for tile puq)ose of expressing m y opinion oll Ihe 
financial slalem enls and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, I do 
nol express such an ol)inion. 

M y consi(le~*alion of tile intern al control stru cture would not necessarily disclose all m atters in tile inlernal 
conlrol slruclure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standalxls established by tile A m erican Institute 
of Cerlified  Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore of tile specific intern al colltrol structure elelnents does not redtlce to a rclalively 
low level tile risk that errors or irregularities in am ounts that wo.ld be m aterial in relation to the financial 

stalem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in tile 
nom ml co.rse of perform il~g lheir assigned fim ctions. I noted  no m atters involving lhe internal conU'ol 
structure and its operation that I considered  to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is inlended for the use of m anagem ent of the M orehouse Parish Sheriff and inlerested  state 
agencies. This is not intended  to lim it the distribulion of this report, which is a matter of public recmzl. 

Aug.st 1, 1996 
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