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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Judge Shaunn Caillier-Harden 
City Court of Opelousas 
Opelousas, Louisiana 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major 
fund, and the aggregate remaining funds of City Court of Opelousas, as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise 
City Court of Opelousas' basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements In 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due 
to fraud or error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We 
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control 
relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to 
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly, we express 
no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used 
and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as 
evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions. 
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4766 1-49 North Service Road 
Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 
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Opinions 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the aggregate 
remaining fund information of City Court of Opelousas, as of December 31, 2020 and the respective 
changes in financial position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Other Matters 
Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary 
comparison information, the schedule of employer's share of net pension liability, and the schedule 
of employer contributions on pages 28-34 be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic or 
historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary 
information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America, which consisted of Inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the 
information and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our 
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the 
basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the 
information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an 
opinion or provide any assurance. 

Management has omitted management's discussion and analysis that accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic 
financial statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be 
an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic or historical context. Our opinion on the basic financial statements is not 
affected by this missing information. 

Other Supplementary Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise City Court of Opelousas' basic financial statements. The accompanying 
individual governmental fund financial statements on pages 35-42 are presented for purposes of 
additional analysis and are not a part of the financial statements. The schedule of compensation, 
benefits and other payments to agency head and justice system funding schedule on pages 43-44, 
as required by the State of Louisiana, is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a 
part of the financial statements. 
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This individual governmental fund financial statements, the schedule of compensation, benefits and 
other payments to agency head, and justice system funding schedule are the responsibility of 
management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other 
records used to prepare the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional 
procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying 
accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial statement 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, individual governmental fund financial 
statements and the schedule of compensation, benefits and other payments are fairly stated, in all 
material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 23, 
2021, on our consideration of City Court of Opelousas' internal control over financial reporting and 
on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and 
not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of City Court of Opelousas' internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering City Court of Opelousas' internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance. 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
June 23, 2021 

r 



BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

City Court of Opelousas' basic fmancial statements comprise the following three components: 

Government-wide financial statements - provide readers with a broad overview of City Court of 
Opelousas' finances in a manner similar to a private sector business. 

Fund financial statements - provide readers information with an emphasis on inflows and outflows of 
resources useful for making decisions in a budgetary context where the focus is on meeting the near-term 
financial needs. 

Notes to basic financial statements - provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding 
of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUSIANA 
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

GOVERNMENTAL 
ACTIVITIES 

ASSETS 

Cash $ 32,326 
Investments 10,096 
Due from agency fund 1,258 
Capital assets (net) 82,615 

Total assets 126,295 

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Deferred outflows of resources - pensions 70,667 

LIABILITIES 

Current liabilities 
Accounts payable 24,498 
Salaries payable 2,236 
Payroll taxes payable 319 
Due to other governments 22,055 
Compensated absences 3,536 

Non-current liabilities 
Due In more than one year 

Accrued compensated absences 12,018 
Net pension liability 235,714 

Total liabilities 300,376 

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Deferred Inflows of resources - pensions 6,066 

NET POSITION 

Net Investment In capital assets 82,615 
Restricted for: 

Juvenile docket 20,901 
Unrestricted (deficit) (212,996) 

Total net position (deficit) (109,480) 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part of these financial statements. 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020 

PROGRAM REVENUES 

FUNCTIONS/PROGRAMS 
Governmental Activities 

General government 
Judicial Building Fund 
Juvenile Fund 

Total oovemmental activities 

EXPENSES 

$ 1,114,056 
47,865 

7,387 

1,169,308 

FEES, FINES 
AND CHARGES 
FOR SERVICES 

$ 574,433 
30,196 
10,970 

615,599 

OPERATING 
GRANTS AND 

CAPITAL 
GRANTS AND 

CONTRIBUTIONS CONTRIBUTIONS 

NET (EXPENSES) 
REVENUES AND CHANGES 

IN NET POSITION 
TOTAL 

GOVERNMENTAL 
ACTIVITIES 

$ 

General Revenues 
Intergovemmental 
Civil reimbursements 
Interest earned 
Gain (Loss) on disposition of assets 
Miscellaneous 

Total general revenues 

Change in net position 

Net position (deficit) - January 1, 2020 

Net position (deficit) - December 31. 2020 

(539,623) 
(17,669) 

3,583 

(553,709) 

476,411 
80,032 
1,160 

10,186 
6,287 

574,076 

20,367 

(129,847) 

(109,480) 

The accompanying notes are an integral pari of these financial statements. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Investments 
Due from agency fund 
Due from other funds 

Total assets 

GENERAL 

9,745 
10,096 
1,258 
6,457 

27,556 

JUDICIAL 
BUILDING 

TOTAL 
GOVERNMENTAL 

JUVENILE FUNDS 

$ 2,917 $ 19,664 $ 

1,237 

2,917 20,901 

32,326 
10,096 
1,258 
7,694 

51,374 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable 
Salaries payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
Due to other funds 
Accrued compensated absences 
Due to others 

Total liabilities 

FUND BALANCES 

23,626 
2.236 
319 

1.237 
3,536 

22,055 
53,009 

$ 872 

6,457 

T3^ 

24,498 
2,236 
319 

7,694 
3,536 

22,055 
60,338 

Fund balances 
Restricted 
Unassigned (deficit) 

Total fund balances (deficit) 

Total liabilities and fund balances 

(25,453) 
(25,453) 

27,556 

20,901 
(4,412) 
(4,412) 20,901 

2,917 20,901 

20,901 
(29,865) 
(8,964) 

51,374 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUND'S BALANCE SHEET 

TO THE STATEMENT OF NET POSITION 
DECEMBER 31.2020 

Total fund balances of governmental funds at December 31, 2020 

Cost of capital assets at December 31, 2020 

Less; Accumulated depreciation as of December 31,2020 

Long-term liabilities at December 31, 2020 
Compensated absences 
Net pension liability 

Deferred outflows of resources related to net pension liability 

Deferred inflows of resources related to net pension liability 

Total net position of governmental funds at December 31, 2020 

$ 326,927 

(244,312) 

(12,018) 
(235,714) 

$ (8.964) 

82,615 

(247,732) 

70,667 

(6,066) 

(109,480) 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part of these financial statements. 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

GENERAL 
JUDICIAL 
BUILDING JUVENILE 

TOTAL 
GOVERNMENTAL 

FUNDS 
REVENUES 
Fines and fees 
Intergovernmental 
Interest earned 
Civil Reimbursements 
Miscellaneous 

$ 574,433 
465,681 

117 
78,717 

5,287 

$ 30,196 
10,730 
1,043 
1,315 

$ 10,970 

1,000 

$ 615,599 
476,411 

1,160 
80,032 
6,287 

Total revenues 1,124,235 43,284 11,970 1,179,489 

EXPENDITURES 
Current 

General government - judiciary 1,155,139 47,865 7,387 1,210,391 
Total exoenditures 1,155,139 47,865 7,387 1,210,391 

EXCESS fDEFICIENCY^ OF REVENUES OVER 
fUNDERl EXPENDITURES (30,904) (4.581) 4,583 (30,902) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USESl 
Sale of assets 11,150 11,150 

Total other financino sources fuses) 11,150 - - 11,150 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCES (19,754) (4,581) 4,583 (19,752) 

FUND BALANCES, beqinnina of year (deficit) (5,699) 169 16,318 10,788 

FUND BALANCES, end of vear fdefidt) (25,4531 (4,412) 20,901 (8,964) 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part of these financial statements. 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUND 
TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

Total net change in fund balances for the year ended December 31, 2020 per 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances $ (19,752) 

Depreciation expense for year ended December 31,2020 $ (24,069) (24,069) 

Gain (Loss) on Disposition of Assets (964) 

The effect of recording net pension liability, deferred outflows and deferred 
inflows of resources as it relates to net pension liability: 

Increase in pension expense 5,945 

Change in Long-term debt 
Compensated absences 2,030 
Compensatory Pay 57.177 59,207 

Total change in net position for the year ended December 31, 2020 

per Statement of Activities 20,367 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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CITY COURT OF QPELQUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AGENCY FUND 
DECEMBER 31. 2020 

ASSETS 

Cash $ 85.689 
Investments 106,963 
Due from others 1,722 
Accrued interest receivable 79 

Total assets 194,453 

LIABILITIES 

Due to General Fund $ 1,258 
Due to others 193,195 

Total liabilitjes 194,453 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINAISICIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The accompanying basic financial statements of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

GAAP includes all relevant Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements. The 
accounting and reporting framework and the more significant accounting policies are discussed in the subsequent 
subsection of this note. 

A. FINANCIAL REPORTING ENTITY 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which 
component units should be considered part of the primary government for financial reporting purposes. The basic 
criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criterion includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the parish government to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific 
financial burdens on the primary government, 

2. Organizations for which the primary government does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the primary government. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

The criteria for determining whether an entity is a primary government are as follows: 

a. It has a legally separate elected governing body. 
b. It is legally separate. 
c. It is fiscally independent of other state and local governments. 

City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana Is considered to be a primary government because: 

a. The City Judge is an independently elected official. 
b. City Court of Opelousas possesses the corporate powers that would distinguish it as being legally 

separate from any other government. 
c. City Court of Opelousas can determine its budget without approval of any other government and it 

can issue bonded debt without approval of any other government. 

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the City Court and 
do not present information on other governmental units. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS fGWFS) 

The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities display information on all of the nonfiduclary 
activities of the City Court as a whole. They Include all funds of the reporting entity. For the most part, the effect 
of Interfund activity has been removed from these statements. Governmental activities, which normally are 
supported by taxes and Intergovernmental revenues, are reported separately from business-type activities, which 
rely to a significant extent on fees and charges for support. Fiduciary funds are not Included In the GWFS. 
Fiduciary funds are reported only In the Statement of Fiduciary Net Position at the fund financial statement level. 

The Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function or segment 
is offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are specifically associated with a program or 
function and, therefore, are clearly identifiable to a particular function. Program revenues Include (a) fees and 
charges paid by the recipients of goods or services offered by the programs, and (b) grants and contributions that 
are restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular program. Revenues that are not 
classified as program revenues, including all taxes, are presented as general revenues. 

FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Fund financial statements of City Court are organized on the basis of funds, each of which Is considered a 
separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that comprise Its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as 
appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in Individual funds based upon the 
purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. Fund 
financial statements report detailed Information about City Court, As a general rule, interfund eliminations are not 
made In the fund financial statements. 

The various funds of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana are classified as governmental funds. The emphasis on 
fund financial statements Is on major funds, each displayed In a separate column. 

The City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana reports the following major governmental funds: 

General Fund. The general fund Is the general operating fund of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana. It is 
used to account for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for In other funds. 

Special Revenue Funds. 

Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than 
expendable trust or major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. 

The Judicial Building Fund shall be used exclusively for the acquisition, leasing, construction, equipping, and 
maintenance of a new and/or existing city court building and for the maintenance and payment of any bond 
Indebtedness on any such existing facilities, 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION fContinuedl 

The Juvenile Fund shall be used to account for the juvenile fines and fees assessed, for the purpose of providing 
after-schooi training programs to equip youth with life skills and to address academic performance and delinquent 
behavior. The Juvenile Fund also accounts for the proceeds from the Community Based Family Resources 
Grant, which provides for an after-school training program to equip youth with vital decision making, conflict 
resolution, social, anger management, and goal setting skills along with promoting academic performance. 

Fiduciary Fund (not included in government-wide statements). 

The agency fund type Is used to account for assets held by a government as a trustee or agent capacity for 
others. Agency funds generally serve as clearing accounts. City Court's Agency Fund is the Civil Docket Fund. 
It is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not involve measurement of results of operations. 

C. MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Measurement focus is a term used to describe "which" transactions are recorded within the various financial 
statements. Basis of accounting refers to "when" transactions are recorded regardless of the measurement focus 
applied. 

Measurement Focus 

The fund financial statements utilize a "current financial resources" measurement focus. Only current financial 
assets and liabilities are generally included on the balance sheets. Their operating statements present sources 
and uses of available spendable financial resources during a given period. These funds use fund balance as their 
measure of available spendable financial resources at the end of the period. 

The government-wide financial statements utilize an "economic resources" measurement focus. The accounting 
objectives of this measurement focus are the determination of operating income, changes in net position and 
financial position. Ail assets and liabilities (whether current or noncurrent) associated with their activities are 
reported. 

Agency funds are not involved in the measurement of results of operations: therefore, measurement focus is not 
applicable to them. 

Basis of Accounting 

In the government-wide Statement of Net Position and Statement of Activities, the governmental activities are 
presented using the accrual basis of accounting. Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 
when earned and expenses are recorded when the liability is incurred or economic asset used. Revenues, 
expenses, gains, losses, assets, and liabilities resulting from exchange and exchange-like transactions are 
recognized when the exchange takes place. 

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds are presented using the current financial resources 
measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized as soon as they are 
both measurable and available. Revenues are considered to be available when they are collectible within the 
current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. For this purpose, the government 
considers revenues to be available if they are collected within sixty days of the end of the current fiscal period. 
Expenditures (including capital outlay) generally are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, as under 
accrual accounting. 

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Judge's policy to use restricted 
resources first, then unrestricted resources as they are needed. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

C. MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (Continued) 

Revenues 

Court cost and fine revenue is recorded \A^hen received, Substantially all other revenues are recorded when 
received. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures for insurance and similar services, which extend over more than one accounting period, are 
accounted for as expenditures in the period of acquisition. 

Purchases of operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased and inventories of such 
supplies (if any) are not recorded as assets at the close of year-end unless significant. 

Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of Resources 

In some Instances, the GASB requires a government to delay recognition of decreases in net position as 
expenditures until a future period. In other instances, governments are required to delay recognition of increases 
in net position as revenues until a future period. In these circumstances, deferred outflows of resources and 
deferred inflows of resources result from the delayed recognition of expenditures or revenues, respectively. 

D. ENCUMBRANCES 

City Court does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting. 

E. BUDGET 

City Court legally adopted a budget for the General Fund and Special Revenue Fund for the year ended 
December 31, 2020, The budgets are prepared on the modified accrual basis. At year-end all appropriations 
lapse. The budget presented in the Budgetary Comparison Schedule shows the original and final amended 
budget for the year. 

F. CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits and time deposits. Under state 
law, City Court may deposit funds in demand deposits. Interest-bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United 
States. 

Investments are limited by Louisiana RS 33:2955 and City Court's Investment policy. If the original maturities of 
investments exceed 90 days, they are classified as investments: however, if the original maturities are 90 days or 
less, they are classified as cash. City Court's policy is to invest in 6 month and 1 year certificates of deposit. The 
certificates of deposit are stated at cost, which approximates market value. 

G. RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds that may result in 
amounts owed between funds. Those related to goods and services type transactions are classified as "due to 
and from other funds" in the fund financial statements. Interfund receivables and payables between funds within 
governmental activities are eliminated in the Statement of Net Position. 

In the government-wide statements, receivables consist of all revenues earned at year-end and not yet received. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31.2020 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

G. RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES fContinuedl 

In the fund financial statements, receivables consist of revenues that are both measurable and available. Interest 
and investment earnings are recorded \jvhen earned oniy if paid within 60 days since they would be considered 
both measurable and available. 

H. CAPITAL ASSETS 

In the government-wide financial statements, capital assets are capitalized at historical cost, or estimated cost if 
historical cost is not available. Donated assets are recorded as capital assets at their estimated fair value at the 
date of donation. 

Capital assets are recorded in the government-wide financial statements. All capital assets, other than land, are 
depreciated using the straight-line method over the following useful lives: 

Land improvements 40 years 
Building and improvements 40 years 
Furniture and equipment 3-40 years 
Vehicles 10 years 

In the fund financial statements, capital assets used in governmental fund activities are accounted for as capital 
outlay expenditures. City Court maintains a threshold level of $500 or more for capitalized assets. 

I. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 

Annual and sick leave shall be simultaneously earned by full time employees based on a continuous service 
schedule. Upon death of the employee, annual leave at time of death shall be paid to the beneficiary of the 
employee. Upon separation of service, the Court shall pay for up to 240 hours of annual leave based on the 
regular rate of pay at time of separation. 

J. COMPENSATORY TIME 

Compensatory time not used accumulates and is paid upon termination, retirement or death. The Judicial 
Administrator is considered the department head and therefore, cannot be paid for overtime worked. The Judicial 
Administrator earns compensatory time for overtime worked. The entire amount of accrued compensatory pay is 
reported on the government-wide financial statements. Since none of the compensatory time is considered 
current, no accrual is included in the fund financial statements. Judge Harris has requested an Attorney 
General's opinion as to the validity of this liability. As of the statement date, no reply has been received. Suit was 
filed on April 27, 2010 with an answer timely filed shortly thereafter. No further activity after that date. Counsel 
believes that the liability recorded is sufficient. 

K. OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS fOPEBI 

The City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana does not provide any post-employment benefits to retirees other than 
pension and therefore is not required to report under GASB Statement No. 75, Accounting and Financial 
Reoortino bv Employers for Post-emolovment Benefits Other Than Pensions. 

L. BAD DEBTS 

City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, does not record bad debts and has not established an allowance for bad 
debts because It is their policy to record fines and court costs as collected. 
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M. EQUITY CLASSIFICATIONS 

In the government-wide statements, equity Is classified as net position and displayed in three components: 

1. Net Investment in capital assets - Consist of capital assets including restricted capital assets, net of 
accumulated depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any bonds, mortgages, notes, or 
other borrowing that are attributable to the acquisition, construction, or Improvement of those assets. 

2. Restricted net position - Consist of net position with constraints placed on the use either by (1) external 
groups, such as creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or (2) law 
through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

3. Unrestricted net oosltion - All other net position that do not meet the definition of "restricted" or "net 
investment in capital assets." 

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds report aggregate amounts for five classifications of fund 
balances based on the constraints imposed on the use of these resources. The nonspendable fund balance 
classification includes amounts that cannot be spent because they are either (a) not In spendable form - prepaid 
items or inventories; or (b) legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. 

The spendable portion of the fund balance comprises the remaining four classifications: restricted, committed, 
assigned and unassigned. 

1. Restricted fund balance - Reflects the constraints imposed on resources either (a) externally by creditors, 
grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or (b) imposed by taw through 
constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

2. Committed fund balance - Consists of amounts that can only be used for specific purposes pursuant to 
constraints imposed by formal resolutions or ordinances of the city judge - the government's highest level 
of decision making authority. Those committed amounts cannot be used for any other purpose unless the 
judge removes the specified use by taking the same type of action imposing the commitment. This 
classification also includes contractual obligations to the extent that existing resources in the fund have 
been specifically committed for use In satisfying those contractual requirements. 

3. Assigned fund balance - Reflects the amounts constrained by the judge's "intent" to be used for specific 
purposes, but are neither restricted nor committed. The judge and the Clerk have the authority to assign 
amounts to be used for specific purposes. Assigned fund balances include all remaining amounts (except 
negative balances) that are reported in governmental funds, other than the General Fund, that are not 
classified as nonspendable and are neither restricted nor committed. 

4. Unassigned fund balance - This fund balance is the residual classification for the General Fund. It Is also 
used to report negative fund balances in other governmental funds. 

When an expenditure is incurred for purposes for which both restricted and unrestricted fund balance is available, 
the Judge considers restricted funds to have been spent first. When an expenditure is incurred for which 
committed, assigned, or unassigned fund balances are available, the Judge considers the amount to have been 
spent first out of committed funds, then assigned funds, and finally unassigned funds, as needed, unless the 
Judge has provided othenvise In its commitment or assignment actions. 
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N, ESTIMATES 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of 
assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and 
the reported amounts of revenues, expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could 
differ from those estimates. 

NOTE 2 - CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash consists of cash on hand, demand deposits, and passbook savings accounts. At December 31, 2020, the 
carrying amount of City Court's cash was $118,015 {$32,326 in governmental funds and $85,689 in fiduciary 
funds) and the carrying amounts of investments, which consisted of certificates of deposit, $117,059 ($10,096 in 
governmental funds and $106,963 in fiduciary funds). 

Under state law, the bank balances of cash and investments (certificates of deposit) must be secured by federal 
deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the bank(s). The market value of the pledged securities 
plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the bank(s). These 
securities are held in the name of the pledging bank(s) in a holding or custodial bank(s). 

At December 31, 2020, City Court had $263,393 ($64,895 in governmental funds and $198,498 In fiduciary funds) 
in bank deposits. These deposits are secured from risk by $263,393 of federal deposit insurance. 

Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that in the event of the failure or a depository financial institution. City 
Court's deposits may not be recovered or will not be able to recover collateral securities that are in possession of 
an outside party. These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these 
deposits, (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit Insurance or similar federal security 
or the pledge of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the bank. These securities are held in the 
name of the pledging bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. City Court 
does not have a policy for custodial credit risk. 
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NOTE 3 - CAPITAL ASSETS 

Capital assets and depreciation activity as of and for the year ended December 31, 2020 for the City Court of 
Opelousas, Louisiana are as follows: 

Balances Balances 
1/1/2020 Additions Disposals 12/31/2020 

Governmental activities 
Land improvements $ 4,000 $ $ $ 4,000 
Building improvements 10,490 - - 10,490 
Furniture and equipment 283,593 - (1,466) 282,127 
Vehicles 79,986 - (49,676) 30,310 

Total 378,069 - (51,142) 326,927 

Less accumulated depreciation 
Land improvements (2,708) (100) - (2,808) 
Building improvements (7,049) (765) - (7,814) 
Furniture and equipment (199,324) (18,404) 1,466 (216,262) 
Vehicles (61,340) (4,800) 48,712 (17,428) 

Total (270,421) (24,069) 50,178 (244,312) 

$ 107,648 $ (24,069) $ (964) $ 82,615 

Depreciation expense was $22,193 for the year ended December 31, 2020.The land and building in which City 
Court of Opeiousas, Louisiana operates are provided by and currentiy owned by the City of Opelousas, Louisiana 
and are not included in the capital assets of City Court of Opelousas. 

NOTE 4 - RESTRICTED NET POSITION 

Restricted net position described in Note 1 as of December 31, 2020 is as follows: 

Juvenile Docket $20,901 

NOTE 5 - RETIREMENT PLANS 

Municipal Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (MERS) 

General 

City Court of Opelousas participates in funding a retirement plan under the City of Opeiousas because the 
majority of salaries and benefits are paid by the City of Opelousas. 

Plan Description 

Substantially all of City Court's full time employees are provided pension benefits under the City of Opeiousas 
through the Municipal Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana, Plan A. This plan is a cost-sharing, multiple-
employer, statewide funded plan. In addition to employee payroll deductions, the funds are remitted to the 
retirement system and are recorded expenditures. The retirement system is administered and controlled by a 
separate board of trustees, Contributions of participating agencies are pooled with the system to fund accrued 
benefits, with contribution rates approved by the Louisiana Legislature. The Municipal Employees' Retirement 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and Required Supplementary 
Information. The report may be obtained at http://www.mersia.com. 

http://www.mersia.com
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Funding Policy 

Plan A members of the Municipal Employees' Retirement System are required by state statute to contribute 10% 
of their annual covered salary and City Court (as the employer) is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determined rate, The rate for the year ending June 30, 2020 was 29.5% of annual covered payroll. 

The contribution requirements of plan members and the employer are established by, and may be amended by 
state law. As required by state law, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The employer 
contribution is additionally funded by the State of Louisiana through the annual Legislative appropriation. City 
Court employer contributions to Municipal Employees' Retirement System for the year ended June 30, 2020 was 
$40,986 and was equal to the required contribution for the year. 

At December 31, 2020 City Court did not have a proportionate share of the net pension liability since it Is under 
the City of Opelousas' retirement plan. At December 31, 2020 City Court reported deferred outflows of resources 
related to pensions from employer contributions subsequent to the measurement date of $23,470. Deferred 
outflows of resources of $23,470 related to pensions resulting from contributions subsequent to the measurement 
date of June 30, 2020 will be recognized as pension expense in the year ending December 31, 2021. 

Payables to the Pension Plan 

At December 31, 2020, City Court reported a payable to the Municipal Employee's Retirement System of 
Louisiana of $6,682, 

LASERS 

Plan Description 

The Judge of City Court is provided with a pension through a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit plan 
administered by the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System (LASERS). Section 401 of Title 11 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes (La R.S. 11:401) grants to LASERS Board of Trustees and the Louisiana Legislature 
the authority to review administration, benefit terms. Investments, and funding of the plan. LASERS issues a 
publicly available financial report that can be obtained at www.lasersonline.ora. 

Benefits Provided 

The following is a description of the plan and its benefits and is provided for general information purposes only. 
Participants should refer to the appropriate statutes for more complete information. 

Retirement 

The age and years of creditable service required in order for a member to retire with full benefits are established 
by statute, and vary depending on the member's hire date, employer, and job classification. Our rank and file 
members hired prior to July 1, 2006, may either retire with full benefits at any age upon completing 30 years of 
creditable service or at age 60 upon completing ten years of creditable service depending on their plan. Those 
members hired between July 1, 2006 and June 30, 2015, may retire at age 60 upon completing five years of 
creditable service and those hired on or after July 1. 2015 may retire at age 62 upon completing five years of 
creditable service. The basic annual retirement benefit for members is equal to 2.5% to 3.5% of average 
compensation multiplied by the number of years of creditable service. Additionally, members may choose to 
retire with 20 years of service at any age with an actuarially reduced benefit. 

http://www.lasersonline.ora
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Average compensation is defined as the member's average annual earned compensation for the highest 36 
consecutive months of employment for members employed prior to July 1, 2006. For members hired July 1, 2006 
or later, average compensation is based on the member's average annual earned compensation for the highest 
60 consecutive months of employment. The maximum annual retirement benefit cannot exceed the lesser of 
100% of average compensation or a certain specified dollar amount of actuarially determined monetary limits, 
which vary depending upon the member's age at retirement. Judges, court officers, and certain elected officials 
receive an additional annual retirement benefit equal to 1.0% of average compensation multiplied by the number 
of years of creditable service in their respective capacity. As an alternative to the basic retirement benefits, a 
member may elect to receive their retirement throughout their life, with certain benefits being paid to their 
designated beneficiary after their death. 

Act 992 of the 2010 Louisiana Regular Legislative Session, changed the benefit structure for LASERS members 
hired on or after January 1, 2011. This resulted in three new plans: regular, hazardous duty and judges. The new 
regular plan includes regular members and those members who were formerly eligible to participate in specialty 
plans, excluding hazardous duty and judges. Regular members and judges are eligible to retire at age 60 after 
five years of creditable service and, may also retire at any age, with a reduced benefit, after 20 years of creditable 
service. Hazardous duty members are eligible to retire with twelve years of creditable service at age 55, 25 years 
of creditable service at any age or with a reduced benefit after 20 years of creditable service. Average 
compensation will be based on the member's average annual earned compensation for the highest 60 
consecutive months of employment for all three new plans. Members in the regular plan will receive a 2.5% 
accrual rate, hazardous duty plan a 3.33% accrual rate, and judges a 3.5% accrual rate. The extra 1.0% accrual 
rate for each year of service for court officers, the governor, lieutenant governor, legislators. House clerk, 
sergeants at arms, or Senate secretary, employed after January 1, 2011, was eliminated by Act 992. Specialty 
plan and regular members, hired prior to January 1, 2011, who are hazardous duty employees have the option to 
transition to the new hazardous duty plan. 

Act 226 of the 2014 Louisiana Regular Legislative Session established new retirement eligibility for members of 
LASERS hired on or after July 1, 2015, excluding hazardous duty plan members. Regular members and judges 
under the new plan are eligible to retire at age 62 after five years of creditable service and, may also retire at any 
age, with a reduced benefit, after 20 years of creditable service, Average compensation will be based on the 
members average annual earned compensation for the highest 60 consecutive months of employment. Members 
in the regular plan will receive a 2.5% accrual rate, and judges a 3.5% accrual rate, with the extra 1.0% accrual 
rate based on all years of service as a judge. 

A member leaving employment before attaining minimum retirement age, but after completing certain minimum 
service retirements, becomes eligible for a benefit provided the member lives to the minimum service requirement 
age, and does not withdraw their accumulated contributions. The minimum service requirement for benefits 
varies depending upon the member's employer and service classification. 

Deferred Retirement Benefits 

The State Legislature authorized LASERS to establish a Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP). When a 
member enters DROP, their status changes from active member to retiree even though they continue to work and 
draw their salary for a period of up to three years. The election is irrevocable once participation begins. During 
DROP participation, accumulated retirement benefits that would have been paid to each retiree are separately 
tracked. For members who entered DROP prior to January 1, 2004, interest at a rate of one-half percent less 
than the System's realized return on its portfolio (not to be less than zero) will be credited to the retiree after 
participation ends. At that time, the member must choose among available alternatives for the distribution of 
benefits that have accumulated in the DROP account. Members who enter DROP on or after January 1, 2004, 
are required to participate in LASERS Self-Directed Plan (SDP) which is administered by a third-party provider. 
The SDP allows DROP participants to choose from a menu of investment options for the allocation of their DROP 
balances. Participants may diversify their investments by choosing from an approved list of mutual funds with 
different holdings, management styles, and risk factors. 
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Members eligible to retire and who do not choose to participate in DROP may elect to receive at the time of 
retirement an initial benefit option (IBO) in an amount up to 36 months of benefits, with an actuariai reduction of 
their future benefits. For members who selected the IBO option prior to January 1, 2004, such amount may be 
withdrawn or remain in the IBO account earning interest at a rate of one-half percent less than the System's 
realized return on its portfolio (not to be less than zero). Those members who select the IBO on or after January 
1,2004 are required to enter the SDR as described above. 

Disability Benefits 

Generally active members with ten or more years of credited service who become disabled may receive a 
maximum disability retirement benefit equivalent to the regular retirement formula without reduction by reason of 
age. 

Upon reaching age 60, the disability retiree may receive a regular retirement benefit by making application to the 
Board of Trustees. 

For injuries sustained in the line of duty, hazardous duty personnel in the Hazardous Duty Services Plan will 
receive a disability benefit equal to 75% of final average compensation. 

Survivor's Benefits 

Certain eligible surviving dependents receive benefits based on the deceased member's compensation and their 
relationship with the deceased. The deceased regular member hired before January 1, 2011 who was in state 
service at the time of death must have a minimum of five years of service credit, at least two of which were 
earned immediately prior to death, or who had a minimum of twenty years of service credit regardless of when 
earned in order for a benefit to be paid to a minor or handicapped child. Benefits are payable to an unmarried 
child until age 18, or age 23 if the child remains a full-time student. The aforementioned minimum service credit 
requirement is ten years for a surviving spouse with no minor children, and benefits are to be paid for life to the 
spouse or qualified handicapped child. 

The deceased regular member hired on or after January 1. 2011, must have a minimum of five years of service 
credit regardless of when earned in order for a benefit to be paid to a minor child. The aforementioned minimum 
service credit requirements for a surviving spouse are 10 years, 2 years being earned immediately prior to death, 
and active state service at the time of death, or a minimum of 20 years of service credit regardless of when 
earned, A deceased member's spouse must have been married for at least one year before death. 

Permanent Benefit Increases / Cost-of-Livina Adiustments 

As fully described in Title 11 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, the System allows for the payment of permanent 
benefit increases, also known as cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs), that are funded through investment earnings 
when recommended by the Board of Trustees and approved by the State Legislature. 

Contributions 

Contribution requirements of active employees are governed by Section 401 of Title 11 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes (La, R.S, 11:401) and may be amended by the Louisiana Legislature. Employee and employer 
contributions are deducted from a member's salary and remitted to LASERS by participating employers. The 
rates in effect during the year ended June 30, 2020 for the various plans follow: 
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Employee Employer 
Plan Contribution Contribution 

Plan Status Rate Rate 
Appellate Law Clerks Closed 7.50% 40,70% 
Appellate Law Clerks hired on or after 7/1/06 Closed 8.00% 40.70% 
Alcohol Tobacco Control Closed 9.00% 33,90% 
Bridge Police Closed 8.50% 39,80% 
Bridge Police hired on or after 7/1/06 Closed 8.50% 39.80% 
Corrections Primary Closed 9.00% 36.90% 
Corrections Secondary Closed 9.00% 40.70% 
Harbor Police Closed 9.00% 7.70% 
Hazardous Duty Open 9.50% 41.70% 
Judges hired before 1/1/11 Closed 11.50% 42.40% 
Judges hired after 12/31/10 Closed 13.00% 42.00% 
Judges hired on or after 7/1 /15 Open 13.00% 42.00% 
Legislators Closed 11.50% 40.40% 
Optional Retirement Plan (ORP) before 7/1/06 Closed 7.50% 40.70% 
Optional Retirement Plan (ORP) on or after 7/1/06 Closed 8.00% 40.70% 
Optional Retirement Plan hired on or after 1/1/11 Open 8.00% 40.70% 
Peace Officers Closed 9.00% 39.40% 
Regular Employees hired before 7/1/06 Closed 7.50% 40.70% 
Regular Employees hired on or after 7/1/06 Closed 8.00% 40.70% 
Regular Employees hired on or after 1/1/11 Closed 8.00% 40.70% 
Regular Employees hired on or after 7/1/15 Open 8.00% 40.70% 
Special Legislative Employees Closed 9.50% 42.40% 
Wildlife Agents Closed 9,50% 49.70% 

City Court's contractually required composite contribution rate for LASERS for the year ended June 30, 2020 was 
42.4% of annual payroll, actuarially determined as an amount that, when combined with employee contributions, 
is expected to finance the costs of benefits earned by employees during the year, with an additional amount to 
finance any Unfunded Actuarial Accrued Liability. Contributions to the LASERS pension plan from City Court 
were $23,914 for the year ended June 30, 2020. 

Payable to the Pension Plan 

At December 31, 2020, City Court reported a payable to LASERS of $2,538. 

Pension Liabilities. Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of Resources 
Related to Pensions 

At December 31, 2020 the Employer reported a liability of $235,714 for Its proportionate share of the Net Pension 
Liability for LASERS, The Net Pension Liability was measured as of June 30, 2020 and the total pension liability 
used to calculate the Net Pension Liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of that date. City Court's 
proportion of the Net Pension Liability was based on a projection of City Court's long-term share of contributions 
to the pension plan relative to the projected contributions of all participating employers, actuarially determined. At 
June 30, 2020, City Court's proportion was .00285% which was an increase of .000104% from its proportion 
measured as of June 30, 2019. 
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For the year ended December 31, 2020, City Court recognized pension expense for LASERS of $30,371 plus 
employer's amortization of change in proportionate share and difference between employer contributions and 
proportionate share of contributions of $(9,347) for a total of ($21,024). 

At December 31, 2020, City Court reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources as 
related to pensions from the following sources: 

Deferred Outflows Deferred Inflows 
of Resources of Resources 

Differences between expected and actual 
experience LASERS $ - $ (2,264) 

Changes in assumptions LASERS 34,457 

Net difference between projected and actual 
earnings on pension plan investments LASERS 754 

Changes in proportion and differences between 
Employer contributions and proportionate 
share of contributions and deferred outflows 
and inflows of resources LASERS 1 (3,802) 

Employer contributions subsequent to the 
measurement date LASERS and MERS 35,455 -

Total 70,667 (6,066) 

$47,197 (LASERS) reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from City Court 
contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the Net Pension Liability 
in the year ended December 31, 2021. Other amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and deferred 
inflows of resources related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

For year ended December 31: 
2021 $ 4,389 
2022 9,937 
2023 10,648 
2024 7,974 
Total 32,948 

$23,470 (MERS) reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from City Court 
contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the Net Pension Liability 
In the year ended December 31, 2021. 
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Actuarial Assumptions 

A summary of the actuarial methods and assumptions used in determining the total pension liability as of June 30, 
2020 is as follows; 

Valuation Date 
Actuarial Cost Method 
Actuarial Assumptions: 

Expected Remaining Service Lives 
Investment Rate of Return 
Inflation Rate 
Mortality 

June 30, 2020 
Entry Age Normal 

2 years 
7.55% per annum, net of investment expenses* 
2.3% per annum 

Non-disabled members: The RP-2014 Healthy Mortality Table with mortality 
Improvement projected using the MP-2018 Mortality Improvement Scale. 

Termination, Disability, & Retirement 

Salary Increases 

Disabled members: Mortality rates based on the RP-2000 Disabled Retiree 
Mortality Table, with no projection for mortality improvement. 

Termination, disability, and retirement assumptions were projected based on 
a five-year (2014-2018) experience study of the System's members. 

Salary increases were projected based on a 2014-2018 experience study of 
the System's members. The salary increase ranges for specific types of 
members are: 

Lower Upper 
Member Type Range Range 

Regular 3.0% 12.8% 
Judges 2.6% 5.1% 
Corrections 3.6% 13.8% 
Hazardous Duty 3.6% 13.8% 
Wildlife 3.6% 13.8% 

Cost of Living Adjustments The present value of future retirement benefits is based on benefits currently 
being paid by the System and includes previously granted cost of Irving 
increases. The projected benefit payments do not include provisions for 
potential future Increases not yet authorized by the Board of Trustees as 
they were deemed not to be substantively automatic. 

*The investment rate of return used in the actuarial valuation for funding purposes was 7.90%, recognizing an 
additional 35 basis points for gain-sharing. The net return available to fund regular plan benefits is 7.55%, which 
is the same as the discount rate. Therefore, we conclude that the 7.55% discount is reasonable. 
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The long-term expected rate of return on pension plan Investments for LASERS was determined using a building-
block method in which best-estimate ranges of expected future real rates of return (expected returns, net of 
pension plan investment expense and inflation) are developed for each major asset class. These ranges are 
combined to produce the long-term expected rate of return by weighting the expected future real rates of return by 
the target asset allocation percentage and by adding expected inflation of 2.3% and an adjustment for the effect 
of rebalancing/diversification. The resulting expected long-term rate of return is 8.25% for 2020. The target 
allocation and best estimates of geometric real rates of return for each major asset class included in the pension 
plan's target asset allocation as of June 30, 2020 are summarized in the following table; 

Long-Term Expected 
Asset Class Real Rate of Return 

Cash -0,59% 
Domestic equity 4.79% 
International equity 5.80% 
Domestic Fixed Income 1.76% 
International Fixed Income 3.98% 
Alternative Investments 6.69% 
Global Asset Allocation 4.20% 

Total 5.81% 

Discount Rate 

The discount rate for LASERS used to measure the total pension liability was 7.55%. The projection of cash 
flows used to determine the discount rate assumed that employee contributions will be made at the current 
contribution rate and that contributions from participating employers will be made at the actuarially determined 
rates approved by PRSAC taking into consideration the recommendation of the pension plan's actuary. Based on 
those assumptions, the pension plan's fiduciary net position was projected to be available to make all projected 
future benefit payments of current plan members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate of return on pension 
plan Investments was applied to all periods of projected benefit payments to determine the total pension liability. 

Sensitivitv of the Employer's Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liabilitv to Chances in the Discount Rate 

The following presents the Employer's proportionate share of the Net Pension Liability for LASERS using the 
discount rate of 7.60%, as well as what the Employer's proportionate share of the Net Pension Liability would be if 
it were calculated using a discount rate that is one percentage-point lower or one percentage-point higher than 
the current rate: 

1,0% Decrease Current Discount 1% Increase 
(6.55%) Rate (7.55%) (8.55%) 

Employer's proportionate share 
of the net pension liability $ 289,656 $ 235,714 $ 189,938 

Pension Plan Fiduciary Net Position 

Detailed information about the pension plan's fiduciary net position is available in the separately issued current 
LASERS Comprehensive Annua! Financial Report at www.lasersonline.orq. 

http://www.lasersonline.orq
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On December 28, 2007, City Court, along with the City Marshal's office, entered into an operating lease for a 
telephone system. The operating lease was for 60 months. On December 4, 2012, City Court, along with the City 
Marshal's office, renewed the operating lease for 36. After December 4, 2015 City Court did not renew the lease 
and continues to make monthly payments on a month-to-month basis with the vendor. 

Telephone rental expense for 2020 was $2,201. 

In July 2014, City Court entered into an operating lease for a copier machine. The operating lease is for 60 
months with monthly payments of $39.06. At the end of the lease. City Court has the option to purchase the 
equipment at fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and / or renew the lease. 

In February 2017, City Court entered Into an operating lease for a copier machine. The operating lease is for 60 
months with monthly payments of $131.53. At the end of the lease. City Court has the option to purchase the 
equipment at fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and / or renew the lease. 

In February 2017, City Court entered into an operating lease for a copier machine. The operating lease is for 60 
months with monthly payments of $165.22. At the end of the lease. City Court has the option to purchase the 
equipment at fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and / or renew the lease. 

In June 2018, City Court entered into an operating lease for a copier machine. The operating lease is for 60 
months with monthly payments of $88.30. At the end of the lease, City Court has the option to purchase the 
equipment at fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and / or renew the lease. 

In September 2019, City Court entered into an operating lease for a copier machine. The operating lease is for 
60 months with monthly payments of $60.51. At the end of the lease. City Court has the option to purchase the 
equipment at fair market value, may upgrade the equipment, and / or renew the lease. 

Copier rental expense for 2020 was $8,588. 

Following is a summary of future minimum rental payments required by the equipment leases: 

2021 $5,347 
2022 2,379 
2023 1,256 
2024 484 
2025 ... 

NOTE 7 - UNCERTANTIES 

In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19) as a 
pandemic. This matter may negatively impact the results of City Court of Opelousas' operations and financial 
position, but the related financial impact cannot be reasonably estimated at this time. 
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CITY COURT OF QPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

NOTE 8 - LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

A summary of changes in long-term obligations is as follows: 

Balance Increase Balance 
Description of Debt 1/1/2020 (Decrease) 12/31/2020 

Accrued compensatory pay $ 57,177 $ (57,177) $ 
Accrued compensated absences 14,048 (2,030) 12,018 

71,225 (59,207) 12,018 

NOTE 9 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

During the course of operations, transactions occur between funds that may result in amounts owed between 
funds. Those related goods and services type transactions are classified as "due to and from other funds" in the 
fund financial statements. In the government-wide financial statements, interfund receivables and payables are 
eliminated within the governmental activities. All of these accounts are expected to be repaid within one year 
from the date of the financial statements. 

Receivable Payable 
General Fund $ 7,715 $ 1,237 
Agency Fund - 1,258 
Special Revenue Fund 1,237 6,457 

8,952 8,952 

NOTE 10 - INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

Transfers are used to (a) move revenues from the fund that statute or budget requires to collect them to the fund 
that statute or budget requires to expend them and to (b) use unrestricted revenues collected In the General Fund 
to finance various programs accounted for in other funds in accordance with budgetary authorizations. There 
were no interfund transfer balances at December 31, 2020. 

NOTE 11 - ON BEHALF PAYMENTS 

Several employees and the City Judge of City Court of Opelousas receive payments directly from the City of 
Opeiousas and St. Landry Parish Government. Salaries paid to these employees and the City Judge includes 
$288,327 from the City of Opelousas and $11,627 from St. Landry Parish Government. The City of Opelousas 
and St. Landry Parish Government also pay for fringe benefits, retirement and payroll taxes. Payments made on 
behalf of City Court amounted to $37,595 for group health insurance, $76,205 for retirement and $6,209 for 
payroll taxes by the City of Opelousas and $4,936 for retirement and $168 for payroll taxes by St. Landry Parish 
Government. These expenditures have been recorded on the books of City Court and are presented In their 
appropriate accounts, 

In addition to the expenditures recorded on the books of City Court as noted above, the City of Opelousas also 
made expenditures on behalf of City Court In the amount of $38,289 for office supplies and expenses, insurance, 
maintenance and repairs, and detention center cost. City Court also occupies a building owned by the City of 
Opelousas. 

NOTE 12 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

Subsequent events were evaluated through June 23, 2021 which Is the date the financial statements were 
available to be issued, As of June 23, 2021, there were no subsequent events noted. 



REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

BUDGET 
ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

REVENUES 
Fines and fees 

Civil court fees $ 8,500 $ 6,022 $ 6,167 $ 145 
Court costs and fines earned 560,000 401,580 395,459 (6,121) 
Criminal Court Fees 50,000 80,952 86,739 5,787 
Probation Evaluation fees 1,000 540 525 (15) 
Driver's school 1,200 1,402 1,565 163 
Community service 1,200 1,332 1,540 208 
Drug testing 500 159 210 51 
Subpoena fees 5,000 4,536 5,051 515 
JEU Application Income 500 120 130 10 
Criminal & Traffic Record Income 5,000 6,737 6,756 19 
Department of Public Safety fees 3,500 2,174 1,987 (187) 
District Court - DWI and probation fees 50,000 43,874 41,511 (2,163) 
Restitution - - 200 200 
Administrative cost fees 60,000 27,899 26,593 (1,306) 

Intergovernmental 
St, Landry Parish Government reimbursement - 1,875 1,875 -
City of Opelousas reimbursement - - 450 450 
On behalf payments 

City of Opelousas 478,000 439,763 446,625 6,862 
St. Landry Parish Government 13,000 16,033 16,731 698 

Investment earnings 200 131 117 (14) 
Reimbursed expense for Judge from Civil 86,000 71,660 64,437 (7,223) 
Reimbursed expense from Civil 20.000 11,309 14,280 2.971 
Other 7,100 16,262 5,287 (10,975) 

Total Revenues 1,330,700 1,134,160 1,124,235 (9,925) 

EXPENDITURES 
General Government 
Current 

Accounting and auditing 45,000 55,343 51,731 3,612 
Contract labor 1,000 570 - 570 
Computer maintenance contracts . 6,184 3,278 2,906 
Refunds - 1,932 371 1,561 
Repairs and maintenance . - 978 (978) 
Dues and subscriptions 2,500 1,312 1,767 (455) 
Fuel cost - 619 562 57 
Insurance 14,000 13,558 11,298 2,260 
Lease of equipment 10,900 10,542 11,222 (880) 
Marshal's operating expenses 5,400 6,000 6,000 -
Miscellaneous 1,000 2,566 653 1,913 
Office supplies 8,800 11,399 12,437 (1,038) 
Printing jobs 600 298 248 50 
Document storage 3,500 4,524 3,770 754 
Payroll taxes 3,000 3,205 3,265 (60) 
Salaries 220,400 208,463 207,560 903 
Compensated absences - - 3,536 (3,536) 
Subpoenas 1,800 1,109 1,188 (79) 
On behalf expenses 

City of Opelousas 478,000 439,763 446,625 (6,862) 
St. Landry Parish Government 13,000 16,033 16,731 (698) 

Travel and conventions 11.500 751 800 (49) 
Telephone and internet 6,300 5,227 5,053 174 
Auto repairs and maintenance 2,000 1,813 1,679 134 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

BUDGET 
VARIANCE 

FAVORABLE 
ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE 

Uniforms $ 200 $ $ 622 $ (622) 
Utilities 6,700 5,394 5,293 101 
Bank charges 2,500 2,878 2,811 67 
Restitution expense 400 480 400 80 
Employees' meals 500 - - -
Legal books 15.000 15,320 14,347 973 
Retirement expense 65,000 66,731 67,954 (1,223) 
Allocation of court cost 

City Marshal 40,000 25,035 24,228 807 
St Landry Parish Indigent Fund 100,000 68,654 68,916 (262) 
Acadiana Criminalistics Laboratory 57,000 39,359 40,520 (1,161) 
District Attorney 20,000 12,101 12,015 86 
City Treasurer 54,300 54,491 54,717 (226) 
St, Landry Parish Government 76,000 50,672 49,111 1,561 
LA Commission of Law Enforcement 6,200 5,018 5,522 (504) 
District Attorney -12% Fund 12,000 6,910 6,697 213 
Crime Victims 2,700 2,359 2,258 101 
State DWI machine fee 1,500 1,134 1,245 (111) 
City test fee 200 434 412 22 
Supreme Court CMIS cost 6,000 3,666 3,632 34 
District Attorney - worthless check fee - 10 (10) 
Officer subpoenas 1,100 287 404 (117) 
Act 508 - P.T. 100 120 100 20 
Act 832 - Drug Abuse Ed & Tx 200 60 150 (90) 
Act 405 - Supreme Court - juv ed 1,000 629 624 5 
ACT 895.4 - Crime Stoppers 3,500 2,413 2,399 14 

Total Fxnenditiires 1,300,800 1,155,356 1,155,139 217 

EXCESS fDEFICIENCYt OF REVENUES 
OVER fUNDER^ EXPENDITURES 29,900 (21,196) (30,904) (9,708) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES fUSES^ 
Sale of assets - - 11,150 11,150 

Total Other Financino Sources fusest . - 11,150 11,150 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 

FUND BALANCE, beolnnino of vear (deficits 

FUND BAIANCF end of vear fdeficitt 

See independent auditor's report. 

29,900 (21,196) (19,754) 

(5,699) 

(25,453) 

1,442 NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 

FUND BALANCE, beolnnino of vear (deficits 

FUND BAIANCF end of vear fdeficitt 

See independent auditor's report. 

(19,754) 

(5,699) 

(25,453) 



30 

CITY COURT OF QPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND - JUDICIAL BUILDING FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020 

BUDGET 
ORIGINAL FINAL 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE) 

REVENUES 
Fines and Fees 
St. Landry Parish Government Reimbursement 
City of Opelousas Reimbursement 
Reimbursement from Civil 
Miscellaneous Income 

Total Revenues 

41,575 
11,200 

1,100 

30,572 
7,705 

1,578 
667 

53,875 40,522 

$ 30,196 
7,705 
3,025 
1,315 
1,043 

43,284 

$ (376) 

3,025 
(263) 

376 
2,762 

EXPENDITURES 
Bank service charges 
Repairs and maintenance 
Document Storage 
Supplies 
Utilities 
Telephone 

Total Expenditures 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE, end of year (deficit) 

300 
42,000 

700 
1,500 

44,500 

9,375 

165 
49.850 

144 

50,159 

(9,637) 

199 
47,546 

120 
47,865 

(4,581) 

169 

(4,412) 

(34) 
2,304 

144 
(120) 
2,294 

5,056 

See independent auditor's report. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND - JUVENILE FUND 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2Q2Q 

BUDGET 
VARIANCE 

FAVORABLE 
ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE) 

REVENUES 
Reimbursements from other governments $ 1,500 $ $ $ 
Juvenile Fines 10,000 10,768 10,970 202 
Youth Blast income 5,000 - - -
Miscellaneous 200 1,200 1,000 (200) 

Total Revenues 16,700 11,968 11,970 2 

EXPENDITURES 
Juvenile upkeep & expense 5,000 891 1,497 (606) 
FINS - 27th Judicial Expense Fund 5,400 5,400 5,400 -
Marshall subpoenas 200 226 320 (94) 
Miscellaneous 500 66 - 66 
Office supplies - - 24 (24) 
Youth Blast expense 5,000 66 146 (80) 

Total Expenditures 16,100 6,649 7,387 (738) 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 600 5,319 4,583 (736) 

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE, end of year 

16,318 

20,901 

See independent auditor's report. 
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Year ended 
June 30. 

2020 
2019 
2018 
2017 
2016 
2015 

CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF EMPLOYER'S SHARE OF NET PENSION LIABILITY 

LOUISIANA STATE EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020' 

Employer 
Proportion of the 

Net Pension 
Liability (Asset) 

0.00285% 
0,00295% 
0.00308% 
0.00313% 
0.00299% 
0.00286% 

Employer 
Proportionate 
Share of the 
Net Pension 

Liability (Asset) 

$235,714 
$214,015 
$210,327 
$220,527 
$234,948 
$194,523 

Employer's 
Covered 

Employee 
Payroll 

$ 56,400 
56,400 
56,300 
53,733 
53,000 
53,000 

Employer's 
Proportionate Share 
of the Net Pension 

Liability (Asset) as a 
Percentage of its 

Covered Employee 
Payroll 

418% 
379% 
374% 
410% 
443% 
367% 

Plan Fiduciary 
Net Position 

as a Percentage 
of the Total 

Pension Liability 

58.0% 
62.9% 
64.3% 
62.5% 
57.7% 
62.7% 

This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. Additional years will be displayed as they become available. 

'The amounts presented have a measurement date of June 30. 

See independent auditor's report. 
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SCHEDULE OF EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS 

LOUISIANA STATE EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 
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Year ended 
June 30, 

Contractually 
Required 

Contribution 

Contributions in 
Relation to 
Contractual 
Required 

Contribution 

Contribution 
Deficiency 
(Excess) 

Employer's 
Covered 

Employee 
Payroll 

Contributions 
as a % of 
Covered 

Employee 
Payroll 

2020 $ 23,914 $ 23,914 $ $ 56,400 42.4% 
2019 $ 22,616 $ 22,616 $ $ 56,400 40.1% 
2018 $ 25,576 $ 22,576 $ $ 56,300 40.1% 
2017 $ 20,415 $ 20,415 $ $ 53,733 38.0% 
2016 $ 20,148 $ 20,148 $ $ 53,000 38.0% 
2015 $ 21,094 $ 21,094 $ $ 53,000 39.8% 

This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. Additional years wiil be displayed as they become available. 

•The amounts presented have a measurement date of June 30. 

See independent auditor's report. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

DECEMBER 31. 2020 

BUDGET 

NOTE f1) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

The budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 

NOTE (2) BUDGETARY PRACTICES 

The Court prepares and adopts a budget in accordance with LSA-RS 39:1301 et seq. The annual budget 
for the General Fund is prepared in accordance with the basis of accounting utilized by that fund. 

Neither encumbrance accounting nor formal Integration of the budget Into the accounting records is 
employed as a management control device. However, periodic comparisons of budget and actual amounts 
are performed. 

NOTE (3) EXCESS OF ACTUAL EXPENDITURES OVER BUDGET 

The Juvenile Fund was over budget by $738 due to additional juvenile upkeep and expense. 

PENSION PLAN 

There were no changes of benefit terms for the plan year ended June 30, 2020. Changes in actuarial 
assumptions related to Inflation and salary factors In the measurement of the total pension liability were 
recognized in pension expense using the straight line amortization method over a closed period equal to 
the average of the expected remaining service lives of all employees that are provided with pensions 
through the pension plan. These assumptions Include the rate of investment return, mortality of plan 
members, rate of salary Increase, rates of retirement, rates of termination, rates of disability and various 
other factors that have an impact on the cost of the plans. 



OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



GENERAL FUND 

The General Fund is used to account for resources traditionally associated with governments which are not 
required to be accounted for in another fund. The General Fund has a greater number and variety of 
revenue sources than any other fund, and its resources normally finance a wider range of activities, The 
resources of the General Fund are ordinarily largely expended and replenished on an annual basis. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 

GENERAL FUND 
DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 

ASSETS 

Cash $ 9,745 $ 12,774 
Investments 10,096 19,930 
Due from other funds 6,457 4,254 
Due from agency fund 1,258 2,534 
Direct Deposit Advance - APS ^ 4,537 

Total Assets 27,556 44,029 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts payable $ 23,626 $ 22,686 
Salaries payable 2,236 7,166 
Payroll taxes payable 319 319 
Due to other funds 1,237 1,301 
Due to others 22,055 18,256 
Accrued compensated absences 3,536 -

Total Liabilities 53,009 49,728 

FUND BALANCE 

Unassigned (deficit) (25,453) (5,699) 
Total Fund Balance fdeficiti (25,453) (5,699) 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance ^^^^7^556_ 44,029 

See independent auditor's report. 



36 

CITY COURT OF QPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 

REVENUES 
Fines and Fees 

Civil court fees $ 6,167 $ 8,213 
Court costs and fines earned 395,459 508,185 
Probation Evaluation fees 525 802 
Criminal Court Funds 86,739 48,801 
Driver's school 1,565 1,458 
Community service income 1,540 898 
Drug testing 210 525 
Subpoena fees 5,051 5,638 
JEU Application income 130 560 
Criminal & Traffic Record Income 6,756 3,993 
Department of Public Safety fees 1,987 3,325 
District Court - DWI and probation fees 41,511 44,257 
Restitution income 200 -
Administrative cost fees 26,593 49,278 

Intergovernmental 
St. Landry Parish Government reimbursement 1,875 -
City of Opeiousas reimbursement 450 -
On behalf payments 

City of Opeiousas 446,625 467,415 
St. Landry Parish Government 16,731 16,592 

Investment earnings 117 267 
Reimbursed expense for Judge from Civil 64,437 79,319 
Reimbursed expense from Civil 14,280 11,952 
Other 5,287 11,873 

Total Revenues 1,124,235 1,263,351 

EXPENDITURES 
General Government 
Current 

Accounting and auditing 51,731 50,244 
Contract services -probation - 975 
Computer expense 3,278 2,964 
Refunds 371 2,512 
Repairs and maintenance 978 -
Dues and subscriptions 1,767 2,486 
Fuel cost 562 1,179 
Insurance 11,298 12,410 
Lease of equipment 11,222 10,789 
Marshal's operating expenses 6,000 5,572 
Miscellaneous 653 555 
Office supplies 12,437 9,066 
Printing jobs 248 654 

See accountant's compilation report. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 
Document storage $ 3,770 $ 2,610 
Payroll taxes 3,265 3,121 
Salaries 207,560 210,651 
Compensated absences 3,536 -
On behalf expenses 

City of Opelousas 446,625 467,415 
St. Landry Parish Government 16,731 16,592 

City Marshal subpoenas 1,188 1,808 
Travel and conventions 800 9,222 
Telephone and internet 5,053 5,731 
Auto repairs and maintenance 1,679 965 
Uniforms 622 73 
Utilities 5,293 6,787 
Bank charges 2,811 4,166 
Restitution expense 400 -
Legal books 14,347 14,276 
Retirement expense 67,954 64,587 
Allocation of court cost 

City Marshal 24,228 36,225 
St. Landry Parish Indigent Fund 68,916 93,752 
Acadiana Criminalistics Laboratory 40,520 51,325 
District Attorney 12,015 18,250 
City Treasurer 54,717 51,434 
St. Landry Parish Government 49,111 65,640 
LA Commission of Law Enforcement 5,522 5,621 
District Attorney -12% Fund 6,697 10,358 
Crime Victims 2,258 2,625 
State DWI machine fee 1,245 1,359 
City test fee 412 288 
Supreme Court CMIS cost 3,632 5,355 
District Attorney - worthless check fee 10 20 
Officer subpoenas 404 1,200 
Act 508 - P.T. 100 100 
Act 832 - Drug Abuse Ed & Tx 150 154 
Act 405 - Supreme Court - juv ed 624 906 
ACT 895.4 - Crime Stoppers 2,399 3,488 
Total Exnenditures 1,155,139 1,255,510 

See accountant's compilation report. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 

Total Other Financing Sources (uses) 11,150 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER fUNDER^ EXPENDITURES $ (30,904) $ 7,841 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES fUSES) 
Sale of assets 11,150 -

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE $ (19,754) $ 7,841 

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year (deficit) (5,699) (13,540) 

FUND BALANCE, end of year (deficit) (25,453) (5,699) 

See independent auditor's report. 



SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

The Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than 
expendable trust or major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 

JUDICIAL BUILDING FUND 
DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 

ASSETS 
Cash $ 2,917 $ 6,563 

Total Assets 2,917 6,563 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable $ 872 $ 2,140 
Due to General Fund 6,457 4,254 

Total Liabilities 7,329 6,394 

FUND BALANCE 
Unassigned Fund Balance (deficit) (4,412) 169 

Total Fund Balance fdeflcit) (4,412) 169 

Total liabilities and fund balance 2,917 6,563 

See independent auditor's report. 



40 

CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUES-

EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
JUDICIAL BUILDING FUND 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 

2020 2019 

REVENUES 
Fines and Fees $ 30,196 $ 39,178 
St. Landty Parish Government Reimbursement 7,705 11,240 
City of Opelousas Reimbursement 3,025 
Reimbursement from Civil for expenses 1,315 1,125 
Miscellaneous income 1,043 35 

Total Revenues 43,284 51,578 

EXPENDITURES 
Bank Service Charges 199 300 
Repairs and maintenance 47,546 54,366 
Document storage - 580 
Utilities - 529 
Telephone 120 373 

Total Expenditures 47,865 56,148 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE (4,581) (4,570) 

FUND BALANCE, beoinnina of year 169 4,739 

FUND BALANCE, end of year (deficit) (4,412) 169 

See independent auditor's report. 
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COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 

JUVENILE FUND 
DECEMBER 31. 2020 AND 2019 
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2020 2019 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Due from General Fund 

$ 19,664 
1,237 

$ 15,021 
1,301 

Total Assets 20,901 16,322 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable $ $ 4 

Total Liabilities - 4 

FUND BALANCES 
Restricted 20,901 16,318 

Total Fund Balances 20,901 16,318 

Total liabilities and fund baiances 20,901 16,322 

See independent auditor's report. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
JUVENILE FUND 

REVENUES 
Juvenile Fines 
Youth Blast Income 
Miscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Juvenile upkeep & expense 
Dues & subscriptions 
FINS - 27th Judicial Expense Fund 
Marshall subpoenas 
Office Supplies 
Youth Blast expense 

Total Expenditures 

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 

FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 

FUND BALANCE, end of year 

2020 2019 

$ 10,970 $ 9,192 
- 1,500 

1,000 179 
11,970 10,871 

1,497 5,559 
- 99 

5,400 5,400 
320 160 
24 611 
146 1,814 

7,387 13,643 

4,583 (2.772) 

16,318 19,090 

20,901 16,318 

See independent auditor's report. 
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CITY COURT OF QPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION. BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS 

TO AGENCY HEAD OR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

Agency Head Name: Vanessa Harris, Judge 
Service Period: 12 Months 

Purpose: Amount 

Salary $ 56,400 
Retirement 30,423 
Insurance 5,170 
Travel 230 
Registration Fees 1,375 
Convention Travel 225 
Other (dues/memberships) 8,842 

102,665 

See independent auditor's report. 
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JUSTICE SYSTEM FUNDING SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 31 2020 
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Six Month 
Period Ended 

6/30/2020 

Six Month 
Period Ended 
12/31/2020 

Beginning Balance of Amounts Collected 190,083 221,054 

Collections 
Civil Fees 119,494 122,747 
Pre-Trial Diversion Program Fees 1,941 1,423 
Criminal Court Costs/Fees 221,428 224,400 
Criminal Fines - Contempt 40,535 31,277 
Criminal Fines - Other 4,984 5,986 
Probation/Parole/Supervision Fees 25,394 16,642 

Total Collections 413,776 402,475 

Disbursements to Governments & Nonprofits 
Treasurer, State of Louisiana, Civil Fees 
Treasurer, State of Louisiana, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Opelousas City Marshal, Civil Fees 
Opelousas City Marshal, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Opelousas City Marshal, Criminal Fines- Contempt 
St. Landry Parish Clerk of Court, Civil Fees 
Louisiana Supreme Court, Civil Fees 
Louisiana Supreme Court, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Louisiana Secretary of State, Civil Fees 
City of Opelousas, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
St. Landry Parish District Attorney, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
27th Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
St. Landry Parish Government, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Acadiana Criminalistics Laboratory Commission, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Louisiana Department of Public Safety, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 

Amounts Retained by Collecting Agency 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Civil Fees 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Pre-Trial Diversion Program Fees 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Criminal Fines - Contempt 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Criminal Fines - Other 
Amounts "Self-Disbursed" to City Court of Opelousas, Probation 

Disbursements to lndividuals/3rd Party Collection or Processing Agencies 
Civil Fee Refunds 
Criminal Court Costs/Fee Refunds 
Other Disbursements to Individuals 

Subtotal Disbursements/Retainaae 

Total Ending Balance of Amounts Collected but not disbursed/Retained 

9,894 
1,458 
9,415 
6,738 
4,274 

24,285 
193 
243 

23,016 
7,281 

27,758 
21,768 
14,191 

265 
2,484 

259 

53,173 
1,941 

84,626 
36,554 
4,984 

25,394 

14,683 
1,668 
6,260 

8,644 
2,221 

12,671 
11,158 

2,395 
24,915 

167 
369 
100 

30,709 
11,214 
40,688 
29,945 
24,753 

305 
5,096 

373 

52,805 
1,423 

93,334 
29,279 

5,986 
16,642 

15,539 
(63) 

6,245 
382,805 426,913 

221.054 196,616 

Ending Balance of Amounts Collected but not Disbursed 

Other Information: 
Ending Balance of Total Amounts Assessed but not yet Collected 

Total Waivers During the Fiscal Period 

See independent auditor's report 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE 

AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Judge Shaunn Caiilier-Harden 
City Court of Opelousas 
Opelousas, Louisiana 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of City Court of Opelousas, 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, 
which collectively comprise City Court of Opelousas' basic financial statements and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 23, 2021. 

Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

in planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the City Court of 
Opelousas' internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of City Court of 
Opelousas' internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of City 
Court of Opelousas' internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material 
misstatement of the entity's financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a 
timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control 
that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 
with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies 
may exist that have not been identified. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 
deficiencies In internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. We did identify a certain 
deficiency in internal control that we consider to be a significant deficiency which is described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and responses as 2020-1. 

p. 0. Box 1549 
47661-49 North Service Road j 12 Fountair? Bend Dr. 
Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 Lafayette. LA 70506 
Phone: 337-948-4848 Phone: 337-984-9717 
Fax: 337-948-6109 Fax: 337-984-5544 
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Honorable Judge Shaunn Caillier-Harden 
City Court of Opelousas 
Page 2 

Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether City Court of Opelousas' financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of Its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express 
such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards which Is described In the accompanying 
schedule of findings and responses as 2020-2 and 2020-3. 

Responses to Findings 

City Court of Opelousas' responses to the findings identified in our audit is described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and responses. City Court of Opelousas' responses were not 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, 
we express no opinion on them. 

Purpose of this Report 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of Internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
entity's internal control or on compliance. This report Is an Integral part of an audit performed In 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity's internal control and 
compliance. Accordingly, this communication Is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

J,, If 
Opelousas, Louisiana 
June 23, 2021 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020 

Section I - SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unmodified opinion on the basic financial statements of 
City Court of Opelousas. 

2. One significant deficiency relating to the audit of the financial statements are reported in the 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internai Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and on Other Matters based on an audit of financiai statements performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

3. Two instances of noncompliance relating to the audit of the financial statements was 
reported in the Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters based on an audit of financial statements performed 
in accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

4. No management letter was issued for City Court of Opelousas as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2020. 

5. There was no single audit required under 2CFR 200.516(a) (Uniform Guidance). 

Section II - FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT 

INTERNAL CONTROL 

2020-1 Deficit Fund Balance in General Fund and Judicial Building Fund 

Condition: City Court's General Fund and Judicial Building Funds have deficit fund balances 
at year end. 

Criteria: These funds should have a positive fund balance. 

Cause: Due to expenditures exceeding revenues for several years, deficit fund balances were 
created. 

Effect: City Court has a deficit fund balances in the General Fund and Judicial Building Fund 
which creates financial instability. 

Recommendation: We recommend a plan be implemented to reduce expenditures in order to 
create income to reduce the current deficit fund balances. 

Response: The general fund is primarily supported by revenue collected from court costs, fines 
and fees, as with many courts of jurisdiction within the State of Louisiana. Over the past year, 
the Covid-19 pandemic has dramatically decreased revenues collected for court costs, fines 
and fees, The Court does anticipate an increase in citation filings which we anticipate will 
positively impact overall revenues, The Court will seek to continue to monitor expenditures 
closely in correlation to actual revenue collected. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELQUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

Section II - FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT fCONTINUED) 

Contact Person: Jeannine Elliott, Judicial Administrator 

COMPLIANCE 

2020-2 Budget Amendment 

Condition: The budget was not properly amended for the Juvenile Fund. 

Criteria: Louisiana Local Government Budget Act RS 39:1311 (A)(2) states that the budget 
must be amended when budgeted revenues exceed actual revenues by 5 percent or more and 
when actual expenditures exceed budgeted expenditures by 5 percent or more. 

Cause: The budget was not properly amended as required by Louisiana Local Government 
Budget Act the Juvenile Fund. 

Effect: Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures in the Juvenile Fund by 11%. 

Recommendation: City Court of Opelousas should consult and follow the Louisiana Local 
Government Budget Act when amending the budget. 

Response: The Court will seek to make appropriate amendment based on projected figures. 
Over the past year and as a direct result of the Covid-19 pandemic, the revenues projected 
actually decreased and were much less than expected. Anticipate St, Landry Parish Youth 
Blast will not be active under Opelousas City Court thus reducing expenditures further. 

Contact Person: Jeannine Elliott, Judicial Administrator 

2020-3 Amended Budget Adopted with Deficit Fund Balances 

Condition: The amended budgets for the General Fund and Judicial Building Fund were 
adopted with deficit fund balances. 

Criteria: Louisiana Local Government Budget Act RS 39:1310 states that in no event shall a 
budget amendment be adopted proposing expenditures which exceed the total of estimated 
funds available for the year. 

Cause: The budget was not properly amended as required by Louisiana Local Government 
Budget Act for the General Fund and Judicial Building Fund. 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

Section II - FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT fCONTINUED^ 

Effect: The amended budgets were adopted with deficit fund balances in violation of the 
Louisiana Local Government Budget Act for the General Fund and Judicial Building Fund. 

Recommendation: We recommend City Court consult and follow the Louisiana Local 
Government Budget Act when amending the budget. 

Response: Recommendation noted. Over the past year, the Covid-19 pandemic has 
dramatically decreased revenues collected for court costs, fines and fees. The Court will 
seek to continue following the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act when amending the 
budget. 

Contact Person: Jeannine Elliott, Judicial Administrator 

Section III - FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - MAJOR FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAM 
AUDIT 

N/A 
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CITY COURT OF OPELQUSAS. LOUISIANA 
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2020 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 

Internal Control 

2019-1 Deficit Fund Balance in General Fund 

UNRESOLVED 

Compliance 

2019-2 Budget Amendment 

UNRESOLVED 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS 

N/A 

SECTION III - MANAGEMENT LETTER 

No findings. 


