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N DEPENDENT A UDITOR'S REPORT 

ttonorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan 
Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court 
State of Louisiana 
Caldwell Parish 

IIII NORll119111S]RII "1 

M ONROE. I OUISfANA 71201 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for 
financial and com pliance audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the com ponent tra it financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on 
a test basis, evidence snpportingthe am ounts and disclosures in the com ponent unit financial statem ents. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagement, as well as 
evaluating the overall component unit financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the com ponent unit financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court as of December 31, 1998, and the results 
of its operations for the ),'ear then ended, in conform ity w ith generallyaccepted accmm ting principles. 

I n accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, we 
our consideration of the Court's internal control over financia 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. 

have also issued a report dated January 12, 1999, on 
reporting and our test of its com pliance w ith certain 

The year 2000 supplem entary information on page 17 is not a required part of the basic com ponent unit 
financial statements but is supplem entary inform ation required by the Governm ental Accounting Standards Board. 
W e have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of m anagem ent regarding the 
m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the supplementary inform ation. However, we did not audit the 
information and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that the Thirty-Seventh 
Judicial District Court is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Court's year 2000 remediation efforts will be 
successful in whole or in part, or that parties w ith which the Court does business are or w ill becom e year 2000 
compliant. 

M onroe, I,ouisiana 
January 12, 1999 



PO N EN T U N IT FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN T 



THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
STATE O F LO UISIAN A 

CALD W ELL PA RISH 

COM BIN ED BAI,ANCE SlttT T - ALL FUND TYPES AN D ACCOUNT GROUPS 
DECEM BER 31 1998 

ASSETS AN D OTtlER DEBITS 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Receivables 
Equipment 

TOTAL ASSETS AN D OTttER DEBITS 

I.IABII,ITIES. FUND EOUITY 
AN D O'FttER CREDITS 

.LIABII,ITIES 
Payroll Taxes Payable 
Accounts Payable 
Due to Other Fund/Agencies 

Total Liabilities 

FUN D EOU ITY AN D OTH ER CRt'DITS 

Governmental Fund Tvne Account Group 

General Fund Special Revenue M em orandum 
Judicial Fund M isdemeanor General Totals 

Expense Fund Child Support Probation Fund Fixed Assets OIQoJy_l 

$ 27,934 
1,989 

$ 5,547 
1,197 

$ 1,926 

$~ 3 $6,744 $ 1,926 

$ 207 
41 

3,000 
3,248 

Inveslm enls in General Fixed Assets 
Fund Balance 

Unreserved - Undesignated 26,675
_  

Total Fund Equity and Other Credits 26,675 

TOTAL LIABILITIES. FUN D EOUITY 
AN D OTItER CREDITS 

$ 559 
115 

_  6,070 
6,070 

$ 

12,489 

$ 12,489 

12.489 

1,926 
1,926 12,489 

$ 35,407 
3,186 
12,489 

.$5 1,082 

$ 766 
156 

_  3,000 

_ _ 3,922 

12,489 

34,671 
47,160 

$ 29,9_23 $ 6,744 $1,926 $12,489 $ 51,082 

The accom panying notes are all integral part of this financial statem ent. 



TH -SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COUR 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

M BIN ED STATEM ENT O F REV EN UES, t'~X PI']N DITURES AN D 
C D BALANCES - GOVERN M ENTAL FUND TYPE 

Revenues 
State 

Intergovernmental Revenue 
Local 

Caldwell Parish Sheriff 
Caldwell Parish Clerk of Court 
Caldwell Parish Probation 
Interest on Investm ents 
Inm ates on Probation 

Total Revenues 

F_.xpe nditures 
Judicial 

Utilities 
Travel 
Professional Development 
Office 
Accounting and Auditing 
l,egal Expense 
Salaries and Professional Fees 
Fringe Benefits 
Contract Labor 
Dues and Subscriptions 
Contributions and Group Insurance 
Transfer to: 

37th Judicial District Court Expense 

Caldwell Parish Sheriff 
Probation Officer Salary 

Total Expenditures 

Deficiency) of Revenues 

FUN D BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUN D BALANCE AT FN D Ot: YEAR 

General Fund 
Judicial 
Expense 
Fund 

8,210 
5,589 
7,554 
863 

32.216 

2,210 
2,130 
1,353 
809 

3,019 
344 

5,400 
421 

4,828 
888 

11,417 

32,819 

( 603) 

.$~ 7,278 

Special 
Revenue Fund 

M isdem eanor 
Child 
S u.
S _up_.[)ort 

$ 14,878 

i4 8,~ _78 

168 

6,000 
459 

6,750 
100 

13.477 

._ _ !14,59201 

L_56,~ 269 

Probation 
Fund 

30,270 

_ 30,270 

3,513 

874 

7,554 
5,036 
12,441 

_ 2,9,418 

852 

~_ 1,074: 

M emorandunl 
Totals 

O,Q~l, 

$ 14,878 

18,210 
5,589 
7,554 
863 

3.A g~o 22_0 
7_ Y7~7364 

5,723 
2,130 
1,353 
1,851 
3,019 
344 

11,400 
88O 

11,578 
988 

11,417 

7,554 
5,036 
1

_AL~2441 
7._ 2~_5714 

1.650 

3~ 21 

$ 26,675 _~6 0,~ 9_70 .~_ 1,926 3~ 71 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 
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THIRTY-SEV ENTli JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT 
STATE OF LO UI SIANA 

Caldwell Parish 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAl. STATEM ENTS 
FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31 1998 

Note I - Historical Background 

The Judicial Expense Fund of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court was established by 
Act 916 of the 1985 Session of the Louisiana Legislature and began operating in M arch of 
1986. The Judicial Expense Fund is controlled by the Judge of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial 
Dislrict Court and was established and m ay be used for any purpose connected with, 
incidentally to, or related to the proper adm inistration or function of the court or the office of 
the Judge thereof, and in addition to any and all other funds, salaries, expe nses or other 
monies that were or hereafter will be provided, authorized, or established by law for any of 
the aforesaid purposes. The Judicial Expense Fund's revenues are derived from court costs 
assessed in civil and crim inal cases of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court and are 
collected by the Sheriff and Clerk of Court. The Special Revenue Fund entitled Child 
Supporl and Caldwe)l Parish M isdem eanor Probation Fund was established by the l.ouisiana 
Legislature in 1994. The Caldwell Parish M isdem eanor Probation Fund was established by 
order of the 37th Judicial District Court

, the Caldwell Parish sheriff and the Probation officer 
for the Parish of Caldwell on July 1, 1997. The Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court started 
receiving the funds in June of 1995 and the Caldwell Parish M isdemeanor Probation Fund 
started receiving funds from the inmates on probation in July 1997. 

Note 2 - Sum m ary of Significant Accountin~ Policies 

A. Basis of Accounfing 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court 
have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B, Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, in conformity with the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) the Judicial Expense Fund and Child Support is a part of the 
Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court, a component of the State of Louisiana judicial 
system. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (State of 
Louisiana), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their 
relationship with the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the 
reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 



T] IIRTY-SEV ENTtt JUDICIA L DISTRICT COURT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

Caldwell Parish 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 
FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

Note 2 - Sum m ar3kgf Significant Accountin_ ng_P_olicies (Continued) 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining which component units should be considered part of the State of Louisiana for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit 
within the reporting emity is financial accountability. ]'he GASB has set forth criteria to be 
considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. Tile ability of the State of Louisiana to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific financial burdens on the State of Louisiana. 

2. Organizations for which the State of Louisiana does not appoint a voting majority but 
are fiscally dependent on the State of Louisiana. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity 's financial statements would be m isleading 
if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

Because the State of Louisiana provides for the operation and maintenance and the Caldwell 
Parish Police Jury provides the Courtroom and office space of the Judge in its parish 
cotJrthonse, the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court was determ ined to be a com poneut 
unit of the State of Louisiana, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial 
statem ents present information only on the funds m aintained by the Thirty-Seventh Judicial 
District Court and do not present information on the State of Louisiana, the general 
governm ent services provided by that governm ental unit or the other governmental units that 
comprise the financial reporting entity. 



T111 RTY-SEVEN TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

N ole 2 - Sn ~.!Eary__o_f ,Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

C. Fund Accounting 

]'he Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court uses funds and account groups to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to 
demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial m anagement by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other 
hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets that are not recorded in the funds because they do not 
directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The funds presented in the 
financial statements are described as follows: 

1. G eneral Fund 

The Judicial Expense Fund, as provided by Louisiana Act No. 916 of 1985, is the 
principal fund of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court office and is used to 
account for the operations of the Judicial D istrict's office. The District's prim ary 
source of revenues form court costs assessed in civil and crim inal cases and 
collected by the Sheriff and Clerk of Court & the District. 

Other sources of revenue include interest earned on an interest-bearing certificate of 
deposit. G eneral expenses of the D istrict Court are paid from this fund. 

2. Special Revenue Fund 

The Special Revenue Fund, as set up by the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court 
is the Child Support Fund. The Fund's source of revenue is from the State of 
Louisiana for the purpose of enforcing parents to support their children. Th e fund 
was opened in June, 1995. The Caldwell Parish M isdemeanor Probation Fund 
source of Funds is from the inmates placed on probation. The probation fund was 
opened in July 1997. The fund pays fifty percent for the probation officer salary, 
transfers thirty percent to the Judicial Expense Fund and tw enty percent to the 
Caldwell Parish Sheriff. 

D. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 



TlfIRTY-SEV EN TH JUDICIA L DISTR1CT CO URT 
STATE O F LOUISIAN A 

Caldwell Parish 

N O TES TO FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FOR TttF, YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31 1998 

N ote 2 - S uj~~9_arz_o_f Sjg.nificant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

D. Fixed Assets(Continued) 

General fixed assets provided by the Judicial Expense Fund are recorded w ithin the 
general fixed assets account group. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated 
historical cost if historical cost is not available. N o depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. The account group is not a "fund". It is concern ed only with the 
measurem ent of financial position and does not involve m easurem ent of results of 
operations. 

E. Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the m easnrements m ade, regardless of the measurem ent focus applied. 

The accompanying component unit financial statements have been prepared on the 
m odified accrual basis of accounting. The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used 
for reporting all governm ental fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual, i.e., when they becom e 
both m easurable and available. M easurable means the am ount of the transaction that can 
be determ ined and available means collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough 
thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The Judicial Expense and 
Special Revenue Funds use the follow ing practices in recording revenne and 
expenditures: 

Revenues 

The civil and crim inal cost earned are recorded in the m onth earned. The crim inal 
and civil costs are generally collected in the current m onth and settled by the Sheriff 
and Clerk of Court by the first of the next month. 

Intergovem m enlal revenues are recorded when the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District 
Court is entitled to the funds. 

Interest income on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits have m atured 
and income is available. 



TI II RTY-SEV EN TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COU RT 
STATE O F LO UISIAN A 

Caldwell Parish 

N OTt';S TO FINAN CIA L STATEM I';NTS 
OR TI tE Y EAR ENDED DECEM BER 31 1998 

Note 2 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

E. Basis of Accounting(Continued) 

1. Revenues (Continued) 

All other revenues are recorded when received 

2. Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

F. Budgetary Practices 

The court is not required to prepare an annual budget for its General Fnnd because the 
judiciary is not included within the definition of a "political subdivision" covered by the 
l,ouisiana Government Budget Act. 

G . Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes amount in non-interest bearing demand deposits and an interest-bearing 
certificate of deposit. The Judge considers the certificate of deposit as highly liquid debt 
instrument with an initial m aturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. Under 
statc law, the Judge m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing demand 
deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized under 
Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

H. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Employees of the Judicial Expense Fund at this time are paid by the Caldwell Parish 
Police Jury and are covered under the police jury's vacation and sick leave policies. 

I. Total Colunm son Statem ents 

The total colunm s on the statements are captioned "M emorandum Only" to indicate that 
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns does not 
present financial position or results of operations in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 



TI/IRTY-SEVEN TH JUD ICIA L DISTRIC'I 
STATE O F LOUISIAN A 

Caldwcll Parish 

NOTES 1"O FIN ANCIA L STATEM ENTS 
FO R TttE Y EAR EN DED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

Note 3 - Cash and Cash Eauivalents 

At December 31, 1998, the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court has cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances)totaling $35,407 as follows: 

Dem and Deposits 
Certificate of Deposit 

Total 

Total 

$ 15,953 
~ 54 

~ 407 

Judicial Child M isdemeanor 
Expense Support Probation 
Fund Fund Fund 

$ 8, 480 $ 5,547 $ 1,926 
19,454 

iZ 7~9_3A $ 5,547 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates m arket. Under state law, these 
deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the 
pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged 
securities plus the federal deposits insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit 
with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank 
in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. At Decem ber 31, 
1998, the Judge has $35,829 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits arc fully 
insured by the federal deposit insurance. 

N ote 4 - _ReceivabJ_e_s 

The Judicial Expense Fund receivables of $3,186 at Decem ber 3 I, 1998, are as follows 

Total 

Judicial 
Expense 
Fund 

Child M isdem eanor 
Support Probation 
Fund Fund 

Crim inal and Civil Costs .$_~_! 86 $1,989 $1,197 

Note 5 - ~ ation and Claims 

There is no litigation pending against the Judicial Expense Fund at Decem ber 31, 1998 

Note 6 - Exncnses of the Judicial District Court's Office Paid bv the Police Jury 

The Judicial District Court O ffice is located in the parish courthouse. Expenditures of 
m aintenance and operation of the parish courthouse are paid by the Caldwell Parish Police 
Jury. 

10 



1"1 IIRTY-SEVEN TH JUD IC|A L DISTR1CT CO URT 
STATE O F LO U ISIAN A 

Caldwell Parish 

NOTES TO FINAN(.71A I~ STATEM ENTS 
OR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1998 

Note 7 - ttealth and l,ife Insurance Benefits 

The Judicial Expense Fund provides health care and life insurance benefits for its 
em ployees. Substantially all of the Judicial Expense Fund em ployees are covered by the 
Stale Employees Benefit Program . During the year ended December 31, 1998, the Expense 
Fund paid $ I 1,417 for those benefits. 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERN AL CONTROL 
VER F 
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N ANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
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G O VERN M EN T A UDITING STANDARD5 

ttonorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan 
Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court 
State of Louisiana 
Caldwell Parish 

W e have audited the component unit financial statements of the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court, as of and 
for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated January 12, 1999. W e conducted 
our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court's com ponent 
mill statem ents are free of material m isstatement, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determ ination of financial statement am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance w ith those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of 
our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards. 

ntern al Control O ver Financial Reoortina 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court's intern al control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the component unit financial statem ents and not to provide assurance oll the internal control over financial 
reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A material weakness is 
a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to 
a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general 
purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the intern al control over 
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 



1 Ionorable Judge Ronald J. Lewellyan 
Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court 
Page Tw o 

Prior Year Findings 

There were no prior year audit findings 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation of management and the Legislative Auditor and is not 
inlended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

M onroe, Louisiana 
January 12, 1999 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAl. DISTRICT COURT 
SCIfED ULE O F FINDINGS AND OUESTIONED COSTS 

:OR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

W e have audited the component unit financial statements of Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court as of and for 
the ),car ended December 31, 1998, and Imve issued our report thereon dated Jammry 12, 1999. W e conducted 
our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our 
audit of the financial statem ents as of Decem ber 31, 1998, resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section I - Sum m ary of Auditor's Reports 

A , Report on Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statements 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

_ __  yes X no Reportable Conditions yes~  no 

Com pliance 
Com pliance M aterial to Financial Statements 

__  
yes X no 

B. Federal Awards -- N/A 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

_ _ __  
yes _ __  no Reportable Conditions 

.__  yes no 

Type of Opinion on Com pliance 
For Major Programs 

Unqualified 
__  Qualified _ __  

Disclaim er 
__ __  

Adverse 

Are their findings required to be reported in accordance with Circular A-133, Section 
~ 510(a)? 

C. Identification of Major Programs: N/A 

CFDA Number(s) Name of Federal Program (or cluster) 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B Programs $ N/A 

Is the auditee a "low-risk" auditee, as defined by OM B Circular A-1337 
__ _  yes __  

no N/A 

Section 11 - Financial Statem ent Findinas 

No m atters were reported 

Section I11 - Federal Award Findings and Ouestioned Costs - N/A 



Section I- 

Section 11 - 

TIIIRTY-SEVENTH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT COUR 
SC|tEDULE O F PRIOR Y EAR FIN D ING S 

OR TttE YEAR EN DED DECEM BER 31, 19 

ntcm al Control and Com oliance M aterial to the Financial Sial 

No findings were reported under this section 

Internal Control and Com nliance M aterial to Federal Awards 

This section is not applicable for this entity 

Section III - M aa~agem enl Letter 

N o m anagement leller was issued 



TtilRTY-SEVEN TH JU I)ICIAL D ISTRICT CO U RT 
M AN AG EM EN T'S CO RRECTIV E ACTION PI.AN 
FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BFR ~ _998 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com oliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

No findings were reported under this section 

Section 11 - Internal Control and Comoliance M aterial to Federal Awards 

This section is not applicable for this entity 

Section 111 - .M #jLagem ent Letter 

No m anagement letter was issued 



TttlRTY-SEV ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CO URT 
STATE O F LOU I SI AN A 

Caldwcll Parish 

Year 2000 Suoolementarv Inform ation 

The Thirty-Seventh Judicial District Court is in the process of making the Court Year 2000 
compliant. The Court expects to spend approximately $2,700 in 1999 to have its computer systems 
com pliant by tile end of 1999. 
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