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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN1 
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Independent Auditor's Report 

HONORABLE JAMES R. SAVOIE CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Cameron. Louisiana 
I have audited Ille financial statements of tile Tax Collector Agency Fund of tile Cameron Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of exmtents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Cameron Parish Sheriff's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion oil these financial stalemcnts based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those slandards require that I plan and perform the audit to oblain reasonable assurance abotll whelher lhe financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audil includes examining, oil a test basis, evidence supl~o~ling the amonnts and di~losures iu the financial stalements. An attdit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evahmting lhe overall financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. As described in note 1, tile Cameron Parish Sheriff is tile ex-officio tax collt~lor for lhe various taxing bodies wilhin Cameron Parish, and Ihe accompanying financial statements present information only on his activities as parish tax collator. Furlher, tile accompanying financial statements have been preparext on Ihe basis of cash receipts and disbursenlenls which is a comprehensive basis of accounting olher than generally accepted aceotmling principles. 
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CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFIC]O PARISH TAX COLLECTOR Cameron, Ia~t, isiana Independen! Audilor's Report, June 30. 1996 
In my opinion, tile financial statements referred to ill lhe first paragraph present faiHy tile assets and liabilities arising from cash lransactions of tile Tax Colleclor Agency Ft,nd of tile Cameron Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and Ihe colleclions and dislribu0ons for file year then ended, on the basis of accounting as described in hOle 1. 

West Monroe, Louisiana Seplember 2, 1996 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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ASSETS Cash 
LIAIglIJ'rlI~S Duc lo taxing bodies and olhers 

CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Cameron, Ixnfisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
Slatemenl of Assets and Liabilities Arising from Cash Transactions June 30, 1996 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral parl of lhis statement 

Statement A 



 

CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Cameron, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Statemenl of Colleelions, Distributions and Unsettled Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 UNSI~TTLEI) BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1995 ('OI,I.ECTIONS Ad valoreln laxes: Ciirrelll year Prior year Ad valorem taxes paid under protest Slale Revenue Sharillg Sportsman licenses Parish oecupalional licenses Interest on: NOW aecounls Delinquenl laxes Plolesled taxes held in escrow Tax noliees, etc. Refunds Total colleeliolls Total I)ISTRIBUTIONS Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Louisiana Tax Commission Cameron Parish: Assessor Police Jury School Board Sheriff Mosquilo Conlrol Districl Ambulance districts Hospilal Recreation dis!,ricls Drainage districts Walerworks districls 

Statement B 

$2,752,317 
11,412,886 6,(159 882,381 196,524 173,2(10 222.(194 
37,416 5,157 58,684 3,49(I 25 12,997,916 15.750.233 
169,165 7.308 
245,480 2,891,146 3,664,297 2,023,388 489,837 624,2/)2 121,884 525,651 472,(193 591.714 



CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Cameron, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Statement of Collections, Distributions and Unsettled Balances For file Year Ended June 30, 1996 
I)ISTRIBUTIONS (CONTD.) Cameron Parish (contd.) Sewerage District No. 1 Port, Harbor, and Terminal District Pension flmds RefulldS Total distributions UNSETTLEI) BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1996 

(Concluded) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

Statement B 

$82,6(16 28,699 352,226 25 12.289.721 
$3,460,512 



 
CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Cameron, Ixnfisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Notes to the Financial Statements For the Year Ended June 30. 1996 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the ex-ofl]cio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing flmds, and angling, htmling, and trapping licenses. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires tile accounts of each parish lax collector to be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements reflecl lhe financial activity of lhe sheriff relatexl only to his responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amonnls included in these financial statements are also included in tile sheriff's annual general purpose financial statemenls. 
B. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, and the distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various lax recipien! bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions rcx:ognizcd when paid. 

C. CASIt 
State law authorizes tile sheriff to deposit tax collections, in interest bearing accounts, wilh a bank domiciled in the parish where the fimds are collected. Furlher, lhe sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investments permitted by law. At June 30, 1996, the sheriff has cash (bank balances) totaling $3,461,061. All cash is deposiled in interest bearing demand accounts, and is secured through $200,00(l of fczletal deposit insurance and $6,854,226 of plexlged securities (market value) held by the cuslodial bank in the name of the fiscal agency bank (GASB Calegory 3). 



CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Cameron, Louisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Notes to tile Financial Stalements (Contikudl:dl)) 
Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under tile provisions of GASB Statement 3, Lxmisiana Revised Statule 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell tile pledged securilies within 10 days of being notified by the sheriff that the fiscal agenl bank has failed to pay deposited fimds upon denland. 

2. STATE REVENUE SHARING FUNI)S 
The revenue sharing flmds provided by Act 1220 of 1995 were distributed as follows 
Cameron Parish: Police Jury School Board Assessment District Drainage districts Water districts Sewerage District No. 1 Hospital service district Recreation districts East Cameron Port, Harbor and Tenninal District M,asquilo Control District Sheriff: Law Enforcenlent Districl Commission Pension fimds 
TAXES PAH) UNI)ER PROTEST 

$40,106 54,971 5,677 2,588 4,442 1,751 2,637 1,919 
357 8,398 
18,925 47,012 7.741 $196,524 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of paynlent of all taxes due, may give notice to tile lax collector of their intention to file stilt for recovery of all or a porlion of the total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the amount paid shall be segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of thirly days. If suit is filed within the thirty day period for recovery of such amounts, lhe fimds segregated shall be held pending out~mle of the suit. If tile taxpayer prevails, the lax collt~tor shall refund tile amount due, with interest at the rate of two per cent per ammm from tile date 
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CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF Canleron, Ixmisiana TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND Nolcs Io lhe Financial StatemmHs (Concluded) 
lilt funds were rcceivezl by lhe lax collector. Tile following is a summary of tile transaclions rclaOng lo protesltxl taxes: 

Tax Ro 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

Balance July 1, 1995 $74,579 95,221 389,569 163,468 215,311 247,759 200,874 211,909 1,083,598 

Taxes 

$882,381 

Inlemst $1,499 1,916 7,832 3,288 4,329 4,983 4,035 4,260 17,915 8.627 

Reductions 

($192,525) 

Balance Jltnc 30, 1996 $76,078 97,137 397,401 166,756 219,640 252,742 204,909 216,169 908,988 891,008 Total $2,682,288 $882,381 $58,684 ($192,525) $3,430,828 
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Independent Auditor's Reports Required by Govenlment Auditing Standards 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 

HONORABLE JAMES R. SAVOIE CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR Cameron, Louisiana 
I have audited tile financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe Cameron Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have issued my report thereon datexl September 2, 1996. I conduclexl my audit ill accordance with generally accel)texl audiling standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by file Comptroller General of the United Stales. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance abou! whether the financial slalemenls are free of material misslalcment. 
Tile managemem of Cameron Parish Sheriff is responsible for eslablishing and mainlaining an internal conlrol structure. In fidfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of il~ternal control struclure policies and procedures. The o/~jectives of an intcn~al control slruchJre are to provide managenlc]ll with reasonable, but riot absolule, assurance that assets are safeguardexl agains! loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that tlansactions are executed in accordance with managcment's authorization and recorded properly to permit tile preparalion of financial statements in accordance with generally acccptezl accounting principles or other COlnprehensive basis of accomlting. Because of inherent limitations ill ally internal control stnlcture, errors or irregularities may nevcrlheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of ally evaluation of the structure to fllture periods is subject to the risk tllat procexh,res may become inadequate because of changes ill conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 



CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR Callleroll, Ixulisiana Indepcndenl Audilor's Report oll Inlernal Conlrol Strtlcture June 30. 1996 
lll planning and performing my audi! of the financial statemenls of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe Cameron Parish Sheriff, for the year endext .lune 30, 1996, I obtainexl an understanding of lhe intenlal conlrol slnlClufe. Wilh respect to the il~ternal control slruclure, I oblained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been place~l in opel"ation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procexlures for the pnrpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control stnlchlrC. Accordingly, I do no1 express such an opinion. My consideration of the internal control stnleture would 11ol necessarily disclose all matters in lhc internal control slnlclure that might be malerial w vcaknesses under standards established by tile American Inslilute of Cerlified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or ulore of lhe specific internal control slructure elements does uo[ reduce Io a relalively low level the risk thal errors or irregularities in amotmts that would be material in relation to the financial stalemenls being audiled may occur and not be detected within a limely period by employees in lhe normal course of performing their assigned functions, I noted no matters involving tile internal control stnlclure and its operation that I consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This rcpol"t is inlendexl for the use of management of the Cameron Parish Sheriff. This is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Wcsl Monroe, ix~uisiana September 2, 1996 
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hldepeudent Auditor's Report on Conlpliance With I.aws and Regulations 

HONORABLE JAMES R. SAVOIE CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR Cameron, Louisiana I have audited tile financial statelnents of tile Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Canleron Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended and have issued my report thereon dated September 2, 1996. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepled auditing standards; Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of lhe United States; and tile Louisiana Governmental Audit GuMe, issued by the Society of Ix/uisiana Certified Public Accountants and the ixmisiana Legislative Auditor. Thosc standards and the audit guide require that 1 plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether tile financial statements arc free of material misstatement. 
Compliance with laws and regulations, applicable to the Tax Collector Agency Ftmd, is the respollsibility of the sheriff's manageme~lt. As paa of obtaining rcasolud)le assurance about whether the financial slatenlents are free of nlaterial nlisslalenlent, I perfornled tests of the sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objective of my audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance will1 such provisions. Accolzlingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. 
Tile results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that arc required to bc repolled under GovoTmwnt Auditing Standards. 



CAMERON PARISH SHERIFF AND EX-OFF1CIO TAX COLLECTOR Cameron, Louisiana Independent Auditor's Reporl oll Compliance, Etc. June 3(1, 1996 
This rcpoll is intendexl for tile use of management of tile Cameron Parish Sheriff. This is not intended to limit lhe distribution of this report, which is a ma/Ier of public record. 
Wesl Monroe, Ix)uisiana September 2, 1996 


