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A NEILLJACKSON J[~ ! ~'~ {Retb~ea) 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Thirty. N n!:h Judicial District Court Expense Fund, Coushatta, Louisiana as of and for the year (d<i June 30, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements ale : ::e responsibility of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund's management. O.:: responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements ~. !~'] on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally standards applicable to financial audits contained in accepted auditing standards by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we ant1 p] al perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statei~ are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evJ(: supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also Jnc] assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that ou] provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fa in all material respects, the financial position of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial Disl Court Expense Fund, Coushatta, Louisiana as of June 30, 1997, and the results o~ operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accoul principles . In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards. we have also issued September 12, 2997, on our consideration of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
a repo] t , DJ strict ' its com~d 

t hu ,:(d ,ind :t s -ce ::(s a s :it_ 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general put }, )he financial statement,,~ of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund, Coush ,t ta, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The financial information listed as "schedule" in the t.~:,t(' of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required p~t of the general purpose financial statements. Such informat5on has been subjected t: th( auditing procedures applied in the audit: of the general purpose financial statement.< ar1~, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the 9e~, :~] purpose financial, statements taken as a whole. Hines,, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana September 12, 1997 
MEMBERS America'1 Inslilule of Certified Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accounta.ts 



 



 

ASSETS Cash Due from other governments Prepaid expenses Furniture and equipment Total Assets 

COtLqNATTA T,OI]] ~TANA COMBINED BAI,ANCF+ RETORT ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOIINT ~R(]IID~ 

LIABILITIES AND FUN[) EQUITY 

JUNE _:.'~ 0~ _ _i 997 

LIABILIT][ES Accounts payable Payroll and Withhel8 income taxes payable Pension contributions payable Total LJabil]tles FUND EQU;[TY Investm~:nt in cjeneral fixed assets Fund baiLance - unreserved - undesignated Total Fund Equity TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUN[) EQUITY 

Governmenta 
$ 20,250 6,352 84 0 2 6 ~66%6 

$ 3~2 715 0 1.037 
0 
25 . 649 ____26~686 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 



 



COUSHATTA. LOll] SIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURE~q AND 

REVENUES BaJ ] Bond Income Court costs ] nt er- governmenta] Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Genera] governmenta] Personnel services Pension and fringe benefits Education and related costs Materials and supp]ies Other services Capital outlay 

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 7 
Genera] V,nd 

BUDGET 
$ 2,000 22,900 __ 55,700 $ 2,102 22,886 80.600 80.694 
50,800 5.800 1,500 2,200 10,200 0 

50,533 5,821 1,458 2,175 ]0,049 _0 Total Expenditrlres 70 500 7Q_~036 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE 1996 (UNFAVORABL~ ACTUAL 102 (14 

267 12] 42 2 !5 151 0 464 

$ 1,92] 30,940 55,706 88.567 
46,629 5.030 ]0,401 2,495 ]2,240 475 
77 ~217_9 EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER/ (UNDER) EXPENDITURES $ ]0,]00 10,688 ~ 558 11,297 FUND BALANCE, beginnJ ng of year FUND BAL2LNCE, end of year __] _4 ,__9=91 3 , 69__4 

EXE]B] 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 



I]ITY-N]NTH JUDICIAL DIS~'RICT COURT EXPENSE FUN~ COUSHATTA LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCDAL STAteMENTS JUNE A0. 19~1 
The financial statements of the Thirty--Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund hav( prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as app]J~.d governmental units. The GoverNmental Accounting Standards Board is the accepted stands setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting princ]~ The following notes to the financial statements are an integral part of the Fu Financial Report. I) SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLIC][]{~ The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies h. Financial reDort]n(l entlty The Thirty Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund was created by an act of Legislature of Louisiana during their 1980 regular session. The F'und began operati: March 1980. The judge of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, who Js an elected off it has control over the Fund and all disbursements made therefrom. The Thirty Ninth Ou(]J District encompasses Red River Parish, Louisiana. The accounting and reporting policies of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Ex} Fund conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governm< Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements of Louis Revised Statutes 24:537 and to the guides set forth in the LoU~[;~{!na Municipaj_ Audit AccountJn!~_~u]d~,, and to the industry audit guide _UnJ ts. As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Red River Pa Police Cury is the financial reporting entity for Red River Parish. The fina~ reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizat for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other o~ganizat for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary governm~~ni such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statement to be mJs]<~a or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement NO. 14 established criteria determining which component units should be considered part of the Red River ParJ sh Po Jury for financial zeporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a polen~ component unit within the reporting entity ~s financial accountability. This cJJt~ includes : i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a b The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization a The potential for the organization to or impose specific financial burdens provide specific financial benefit on the police jury. 
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THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FIrND COUSHATTA.~_ ]LQ.UI S IAN_A NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS_(CONTINUED~ JUNE 3_Q~ _]~9 9 7 
continued 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority bu fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the natul( or significance of the relationship. The Thlrty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund is not financially dependent on police jury and does rlot: impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. For t reasons the court expense fund was determined not to be a component unit of the Red }< Po] ice Jury. For financla] reporting purposes the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense operates autonomously and independently from the State of Louisiana. The judge ol Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, who has control over the Fund, is; an elected offJ<J The Fund has no oversight responsibility for any other governmental entity since no ot entities are considered to be controlled by or dependent on the Fund. Therefore, Thlrty-Ninth Judicial DJ strict Court Expense Fund reports as an independent repo~ t entity. The accompanying flnancJa] statements present: information only on the funds maJntaJn(.c the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund. B. Fund accounti The accounts of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund are organized on ' basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate account : ! entity. The operations of each fund (the general fund) are accounted for with a sep~i t set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equi' . revenues, and expenditures. Revenues are accounted for in this individual fund based uI ,:~ the purpose for which they are to be spent: end the means by which spending activitie~ t controlled. The fund is grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into ~L 9eneric fund type and one ])road fund category as follows: Governmental Fund General Fund - The genera] fund is the general operating fund of the Thirty-Ninth Jud District Court Expense Fund. It is used to account for all financial resources o~ Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund. 
An accoul%t group is a financial certain assets arid liabilities affect net expendable avai]able reporting device designed not recorded in the funds financial resources. to provide accountability, because they do not dJ)< 



THIRTY-NINTH J[/DTCTAL DTS'P~TCT COI~RT EXPENSE FII~D NOTES TO FINANCIAL ~TATRMRNT~ {CONTINUE~ JIbE ~0. 1997 
SUMMARY OF SIGNI['ICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - (continued General Fixed Assets AccoItn_t Qroup This is not a fund but rather an account group that is used to aceollnt for genera] f. , i assets acquired for general purposes. The accounting and reporting treatment app]J<0 "c the fixed assets associated with the fund are determined by its measurement focus. . J governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement re< : This means that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on t}., !) balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) Js cortsidered a mc~ of "available spendable resources" . Governmental fund operating statements pl c'~ ~ !i'. increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and ot (: financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a sulzm , of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are aceoun< : for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in ' :~ governmental fund types when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on geuera] f J - < : assets. All of the Court's purchased genera] fixed assets are valued at historical cc Any g{:n~zal fixed asse~tz acquired through donation axe ~alu%d at th~l~ eztin~ated fair ~' value at the time of receipt. 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recogilJ Jn the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting re]at(.~ the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement: focus applied. All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounti Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptJ to accrual (i.e., when they become measurable and available). "Measurable" means amount: of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible wlthJn current period or soon enough thereafter to be! used to pay liabilities of the cuz~ period. Court costs and interest are not susceptible to accrual because generally they a~~ measurable until received in cash. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual ba!~is of accounting w) the related fund liability is incurred except that principal and interest on general 1o: i! term debt is recognized when due. Purchase of various operating supplies are regarded expenditures at the time purchased. _B%idKLets and budqet~arlLaccountin~ In July 1988, thc Louisiana Legislature amended and reenacted LSA - R.S. 39:1302(] 



COU~qHATTA . LOUISIANA JUNE. 3~_]~9_7_ 
continued relative to the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act, to include judicial expense fu Jn the definition of a political subdivision. The Court prepares budgets for its Gent Fund on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. The adop budget for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1997 is presented in the accompanying flnanc statements. Formal budgetary accounting Js employed as a management control. 

~:ncumbr~ces Encun~grance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the app]~<,. appropriation, is not employed by the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fu ComDensa~ ed absence Full-time employees of the Fund earn ten days vacation leave and five days sick leave year after completion of at ]east one year of employment. Leave cannot be accuululated one calendar year to the next; therefore, no liability for compensated absences has recorded in the accompanying financial statements. cash and Consistent with GASB Statement 9 "Reporting cash Flows of Proprietary and Nonexpend Trust Funds and Governmental Entities that use Proprietary Fund Accounting", the Thi Ninth DJ~:trict Court Expense Fund defines cash and cash equivalents as follows: Cash - includes not only currency on hand but also demand deposits with banks or ot financial institutions and other kinds of accounts that have the general characterJ~:t of demand deposits Jn that the customer may deposit additional funds at any time and e~fectively may withdraw funds at any time without prior notice or penalty. cash equivalents - all short term highly liquid investments that are readily conve~t to known amounts of cash and are so near their maturity that they present i~signifi~ risk of changes in value because of interest rates. General]y, only investments wh at the day of purchase, have a maturity date no longer than three months qualify undeJ definition. 
Fund ~cju:Lt~{ The unreserved fund balances for governmental funds represent the amount avai]ab]< budgeting future operations. 



TZTTRTY--NINTH ~]]]DTCTAT, T)I~qTR'[CT (~OHRT ~XPE~E F[IND COUSHATTA LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL ~:TATRMENTR [CONTINI]ED JUNE 30 . "I 997 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - (continued Comparative data Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying finan( statements in order toprovJde an understandingof changes in the Fund's financial posit and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by f type) data have not been presented in each of the statements since their inclusion w< make the statements unduly complex and difficult to read. ota] co]nmns on comb~ned statements - ~verv~pw Total columns on the genera] purpose financial statements are captioned " (Memorandum OI to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in t columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in fina~ position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is data comparable to a consolidation. Inter-fund eliminations have not been made J* aggregation of this data. Estimates ']'he preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accoui1~ principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the repol amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabi]itJc~ the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expendJt~ during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. EI,]qCTED OFFTCIAT,S The Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court of Louisiana is a single parish judicial dist with only one elected district judge presiding. The elected judge is also the c executive officer of the Court and as such is responsible for the proper management of Court's Judicial Expense Fund (General Fund). During the year ended June 30, 1997, judge was Lewis Sams whose term expires in December 2000. Under the provisions of L R.S. 13:996, district judges are prohibited from paying themselves any form of compendia from their district judicial expense funds; however, they are entitled to reimbu]s(' for reasonable travel expenses incurred in the performance of their official dut including attendance at judicial education seminars. During the year ended June 30, ] Judge Sams was reimbursed $0 for allowable travel expenses. CA;~H AND CAqM ;~OI]TVAT,ENT,q Under State law, the Thirty Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund may deposit f within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, any ( state in the union, or under the laws of the United States. Further, the Fund may ]i in United States bonds, treasury notes, certificates or time deposits of state bank 



THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FIIND NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (COMTTNU]~D 
CASH AND CASH EOUIVAI,ENT~ 

%0. "1997 
Continued) organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in LouisiaJ or any other federally insured investments. At June 30, 1997, the Thirty Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund had ban]< depo~ totaling $20,250. These deposits must be secured under state law by federal de;>: insurance or the pledcle of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The deposits of Fund were fully secured by FDIC insurance at June 30, 1997. CHAN~E~ IN C~Z]NEBAL FIXED ARRVTR A Summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

5 

Balance, June 30, 1996 Additions Deletions Balance, June 30, 199~ 

Office Furniture & __~ipment $ ]2,485 0 0 ~.___]2~485 
All employees of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court are members of the Louis State Employees ' Retirement System (LASERS) , an agency of the State of LouJ :: established undel the provisions of Title 42, Chapter I0, of the Louisiana Revised Slat of 1950. LASERS is a single employer public employee retirement system which is orga: for the purpose of providing retirement and other benefits for employees of the Star Louisiana and its various departments and agencies and their beneficiaries. LASI:k administered and controlled by an eleven member Board of Trustees: and is funded th~ member and employer contributions and investment earnings. The age and years are established classification. of creditable service required of a member to retire with full ben< by statute. These vary according to the member ' s employer and Benefits are available for regular retirement if the member has 

five (55 



COUSHATTA. I,(blTT~qIANA JUNE _3~_3~99/ 
continued The basic annual retirement benefit for most members is equal to 2.5% of the av(.~ compen~ation for their thirty-six (36) highest consecutive earnings months multiplied the nunrber of years of creditable service plus $300. Participants who become membel s LASERS On or after July 3, 1986 are not eligible for the $300 addition to the anl~ retirement benefit formula. Average compensation is defined as the member's average annual earned compensation f(>~ !) period of 36 consecutive months of employment during which the member's total ea~{ compensation was greatest. The maximum annual retirement benefit cannot be more than '! lesser of 100% of average compensation, or for individuals joining the system after OantL: i, ]990, the specific dollar amounts of actuarial determined monetary limits which v~ depending upon the member's age at retirement. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financ statements and required supplementary information for the System, That report nla} obtained by writing or calling the Louisiana State Employees" Retirement System (LAS};I Funding for LASERS comes from payroll contributions by both employee and employ~.~ addition to earnings on investments. Men~)er contribution rates are set by law. Emp] contributions are_" deducted from salaries and remitted to the System by pnrticipa employers. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.5% of earn compensation. Employer contributions for the year were 12.5%. The employees' contribut are deducted from the employees' salaries and are remitted monthly. The Thirty N Judicial District Court Expense Fund's contributions to the System for the year ended 30, 1997. was $5,821. 6) FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICR~ The Thirty-Ninth Oudieia] District Court reeelved $25,000 during the fisca] year ended 30, 1997 for the administration of the Families in Need of Se~ices Program, Title V] the Louisiana Children's Code within the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District. The ( incurred expenses of $]2,500 during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1997 fo~ administration of th~s program. 7 As of June 30, ]997, the Sheriff of Red River Parish had collected but not remitted $ of court costs assessed under LSA-R. S. 13 : 996 . 39. Accordingly, these amounts have recognized as due from other governments and are included in the Fund's revenues fo year then ended. During the year ended June 30, 1997, the Fund received $30,706, from or on behalf of h.~ Red River Parish Criminal Court's Fund a subsidy for the judge's secretary's salary ~i fringe benefits. This subsidy was paid under the general provisions of LSA R.S. 3[: 



8) ~/J'IQATION The Thirty-Ninth 

COUSHATTA. ],OI]]RTANA 

] itigation pending at June (9) ~ 

J![[NE__$~_+I ~ 97 
District Court Expense Fund had no outstanding defe, ii~ v< 30. 1997 . 

The Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund had no capital leases at Jun~ 1997. I0 The Thirty-Ninth Judicial District Court had no outstanding long-term debt at Ju~l~ 1997. 
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A. NEILI. JACKSON JR ': ~ J (Retired) 
REPORT ON COMPLI~NCE ~ ON INTERNA~J CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN ALU3IT OF FINANCIIIL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS Hono:cable Lewis Sams, Judge Thir'~y-Ninth Judicial District Court Expense Fund P.O. Box 401 Couslnatta. Louisiana 71019 We have audited the financial statements of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District ( Expense Fund, Coushatta, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and issued our report thereon dated Septe~)er 12, ]997. We conducted our audit in accent with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial a~ contained in G Qye3~ment Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the UI States. Compl~anc~ As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Thirty-Ninth Judicial DJ~;~ Court Expense Fund's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we pe~f~ tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and g]~ noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determinati( financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not expless sn opJ[ion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance tha required to be reported under GovernmentL~.ud~tina Standards. Internal Control Over Financial ReDortiT1o In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Thirty-Ninth Judicial Dis Court Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting Jn order to determin auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial state and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. con-~ideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not nece!~s disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that m~cl material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or opc~1 of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively ]o'w the risk that. misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the fJn~ statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by cI~ip~ in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters inv( the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we considc.] material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management and the legislative au However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not lira 

HIA~S, JACKSON & HINES Natchitoches, Louisiana September 12, 1997 
- MEMBERS - Anlerican Institute of CerUfied Public Accountant!~ ~ 5~ociety of [oulsiana Certified Public Accountants 

C~f :: ~; e an 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEARS ENDED J[INE 30. 1997 AND 1996 
Salaries and Related Benefits Contract services Salaries Louisiana State Employees Retire~Lent Total salaries and related b6nefits EducatiorL and Related Costs Travel Seminars Total education and related costs Material and Supplies Supplies Other Services and Charges Auto Equipment Rental Accounting and Auditing Telephone Subscriptions and dues Other Total other services and charges Capital Outlay Total Expenditures 

1997 1!)96 $ 3,200 47.333 $ 4,715 4 ] , 914 5,82] '.~,~03Q 
56,354 5],659 
690 768 
].458 
2,175 
0 507 2,475 6,692 354 21 I0,049 0 ~7o,03~ 

9,476 925 

2 , 495 
812 761 0 9,039 1,593 35 12,240 475 ~!~27Q 

Other supplementary information Presented for purposes of additional analysis 



Ref. No. NONE 

THIRTY-NINTH ~]]IDTCTAI, DTRTR]CT COI]RT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE %0. ]997 

Fiscal Year Finding Initially __ O~gu[~ed _. Descri~ion of Finding_ 

SCHEDUL 

Planned Corrective Corrective Action/ Action Taken Partial (Yes, No Corrective Partially/__ Action Take 

Other supplementary information Presented for purposes of additional analysis 



Ref . NO. NONE 

TM]RTY-NTNTH JIIDIC]AL DISTRICT COURT EXPENSE FUND ~0~S HATTA ,_I,_0Q I $ I ANA CORR;~CT]'V~ ACTION PLAN FOR CURRENT YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS 
l)escript:ion Of _ F~ ndin~u__ 

E 30. 1997 
Name(s) of Contact: Corrective Action Planned Person(~[L_ 

Other supplementary information Presented for purposes of additional analysis 

SCHEDU 

Ant J cJ pated Complet ion Date 


