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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR 'S REPORT 

The Honorable Wayne Jones 
St. John the Baptist: Parish Sheriff 

as Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector 
LaPlace , Louisiana 
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We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities and t h~ 
statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collect <~l 
Fund (agency fund) of the St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff as of and for the yE'L~ 
ended June 30, 1997. These financial statements are the responsibility of the ~t 
John the Baptist Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector . C)L]: 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on c;L~: 
au9it . 

We conducLed our audit in accordance wlth generally accepted auditJi~!i 
standards and Government Auditing St a_!~da1:ds_ , issued by the Comptroller ~enera] o! 
the United States . Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit tE> 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free <,I 
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evJde}~c',:! 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements . An audit a].~.[> 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made l):f 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation . %<.:. 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our <,pinion . 

As described more fully in Note Z, the accompanying statements presc.: 
information only on the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanyJl 
statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is 
comprehensive bssJs of accounting other than generally accepted accountJl 
principles . 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to abe v! 
present fairly , in all material respects, the assets and liabilities and t h< 
collections, distributions and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of t h 
St . John the Baptist: Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, o: 
the basis of accounting described in Note i . 
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In accordance with Government Audit~nq Standards, 
dated September 22, ]997, on our consideration of the 
Sh~riff's internal control over financial reporting and 

with certain laws and regulations. 

Lafayette 
September 

Lou~ siana 
]2 , ]997 

we ha~e also issued a repo~ 
St. John the Baptist Pari~ 
our tests of its comp]iaiI< 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



A SSETS 

ST . JOHN THE BAPTIST PA}~ISH SHERIFF 

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

LaPlace, Louisiana 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
June 30 , 1997 

Cash and interest-bearing deposits 

LIAB ILIT IES 

Due to taxing bodies and others 

The accompanying notes are an integra] part of this statement 

$244,680 

$244,680 



ST , JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH SHERIFF 

LaPlace. Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

i) Summar_v_ of ~q~ Dificant Accountinc[ Policies 

As provided by Article V , Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution ( 
1974, the Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector of the parish and 
responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxe: 
parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and anglin~ 
hunting , and trapping licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of eac~ 
tax collector be audited annually . Accordingly, the accompanying statement 
reflects financial activity of the Sheriff relating only to h~ 
responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this repo!t 
are also included in the Sheriff's genera] purpose financial statements. 

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect t] 
collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettl, 
balances due various taxing bodies and others . The accompanying financi~ 
statement has been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collect~ol 
recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 

2) Interest-Bearinq Deposits 

State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank 
domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected . At June 30 , 1997 , th~ 

Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits (book balances) totaling $244,68(), 
representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances (bank balances) ~Lt 
June 30, 1997 of $224,465 are fully secured through federal deposit insuranc~ 
as well as the pledge of securities. 



ST . JOHN THE BAPT[[ST PARISH SHERIFF 

LaP] ace, Louisiana 

tes to Financial Statements (Continued 

ds 

sharing funds provided by Act 38 of 1996 received during t)~!: 
ted among the taxing bodies as follows: 

vee District 

Levee District 
tist Parish : 

Law enforcement district 
Commission 

Pension funds 

Total 

IJnnettled Balances 

The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 1997 of $244,680 
$9,440 in motor vehicle taxes, $29,059 in current year taxes 

$ 59,7 P :i: 
3 , 7 ~4 

105 

200 

53 

66 

"I !, 4 

3 ~ 9 

80:! 

5' (. ~> 

265 , 3"i9 

I] 5 ,1!,[~ 

]4 ~03 ! 

$884 , 03,1 

consists; ~,~ 

$25,128 JlJ 
interest earned, $19,401 in sporting licenses, $30,i01 in parish license-';, 
$4,915 in refunds and redemptions, $68,371 in fines and forfeitures, ai,(i 
$88,265 in criminal costs. 
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INDEPEND ENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT ON COM PL IANCE AND ON INTERNAL 

CONTROL OVER FINAN CIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN  AUDIT OF 

FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDAN CE WITH 
GOVERNMENT AUI)ITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Wayne Jones 
St John the Baptist Parish Sheriff as 

Ex-Officio Tax Collector 
LaPlace , Louisiana 

P O Ik,, e2:{29 
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2~  Rue ~~at,,egar0 
Lafayette t ~ to,,o& 

Phone (318; 2!/ ~ ~41 
}-ax (3t8: 2~? 8~,60 
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Breaux Bridge L A ?()517 
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Fax (318) 3~2 2867 
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Ville Pla,e L A ?CG86 
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We have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) financial statements ,,J 
the St. John the Baptist Parish Sherif~ as of and for the yea]: ended June 30, 399/, 
and have issued our report thereon dated September 12, 1997. Our report states th at 
the statement of assets and liab/lit J es and the statement of collection ~, 
distributions, and unsettled balances have been prepared on the cash basis ~I 
accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than genera] ] 
accepted accounting principles . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audit i 
standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governme 
Auditi~  Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . 

Cou~ liance 
AS part c,f obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St . John th{ 

Baptist Parish Sheriff's financial statements are free of material misstatement , w{ 
performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulation:;, 
contracts and grant~:, noncompliance with which could have a direct and materJ,Ll 
effect on the determination of financia] statement amounts . However, providing ,c 

opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . The results of our tests disclos~.< 
no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Govern~ent 
Auditin~ Standards . 
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Internal Control Over Financial Repo_]~tJn~ 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St . John the Bapt:i~t 

Parish Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine ou~ 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financ:ia] 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financ:i a] 
reporting . However, we noted a certain matter involving the internal control o\e~ 
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable conditio~l 
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating t o 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control o%el 

financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the St. John the. 
Baptist Parish Sheriff's ability to record , process, summarize and report financ~6~] 
data consistent wit]] the assertions of management in the financial statements. 'Jhc 
reportah]e condition noted is described below . 

Inadeauate Seareaation of AccountinQ Functions 

Finding 

Due to the small number of emp] oyees, the Sheriff did not have adeqa~t ~: 
seHregat~on of functions within the accounting system . 

Recommendation : 

Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of additiol 
personnel, it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. 

Response : 

No response ~s considered necessary 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one (,~ 
more of the internal control components does not reduce to a re]atively low lev~.] 
the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to th,:! 
financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a tim(.]y 
period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. (ILI~ 
consideration of the internal control ow ~r financial reportincj would not necessar~ ]y 
disclose a]l matters in the internal control that might be reportable condition~ 
and, accordingly , would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that ~*~:. 
also considered to be material weaknesses. We believe the reportable condlti~I~ 
described above is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of the management . How ever 
this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited . 

Lafayette 
September 

Louisiana 
12 , 1997 
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