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FORTIETH JUDICIAL D ISTRICT JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUNC IL 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1996 and 1995 
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Fixed Assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, 
and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account 
group . No depreciation has been provided on fixed assets . Fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost . 
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FORT IETH OUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT JUD IC IAL EX PENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUN CIL 

NOTES TO F INAN C IAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1996 and 1995 

Note 2 . Cash and Cash Equivalents 

At December 31, 1996, the board has cash and cash equivalents 
(book 0balances) totaling $160,677 as follows: 

Unde 
be s 
o w n e 
s e c u 
the 
held 
Gu st 
31 , 
bala 
fede 
Gu st 

These 
r stat 
ecured 
d by t 
rities 
amount 
in th 

odial 
1996 , 
~ces) . 
ral de 
odial 

Demand deposits 0 - 

Interest-bearing demand deposits 160,677 

Total $160,677 

deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market . 
e law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must 
by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securJties 

he fiscal agent bank . The market value of the p ledged 
plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal 
on deposit with the fiscal agent . These securities are 

e name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties . At December 
the district has $161,466 in deposits (collected bank 
These deposits are secured from risk by $i00,000 of 

posit insurance and $60,677 of pledged securities held by the 
bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though th 
(Category 3) under 
Rev ised Statute 39 : 
custodial bank to a 
days of being notif 
pay deposited funds 

led by t 
upon de 

d securities are considered uncollateralized 
isions of GASB Statement No . 3, Louisiana 
oses a statutory requirement on the 
and sell the pledged securities within i0 

he board that the fiscal agent has failed to 
mand . 
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FORT IETH JUD IC IA L D ISTR ICT JUD IC IAL EXPEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUNC IL 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1996 and 1995 

Note 3 ., Changes in Fixed A ssets 

Div ision A 

Balance 
1/1/96 

Furniture & Fixtures $ 8,834 
Equ ipment 46 ,409 

$55,243 
= = = = = = =  

the changes in the general 
years ended December 31, 1996 and 

Balance 
Additions Deductions 12/31/96 

5 ,029 

$ 5,029 
= = = = = = =  

3 ,235 
$ 8,834 
48 ,223 

$ 3,215 $57,057 
= = = = ==~ =  = = ~ = = = =  

Balance 
1/1/95 Additions Deductions 

Furniture & Fixtures $-8
. 834 $ -0- $ -0- 

Equipment 38 ,384 8 ,025 -0- 

$47,218 $8,025 $ -o- 

Balance 
12/31/95 

$ 8,834 
46 ,4 09 

$55,243 

Ei vision B 

The following is a summary of the changes in general fixed assets 
account group for the years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995 . 

Balance 
i/i/95 

Furniture & Fixtures $-7~741 
Equipment 9,353 

$17,094 
= = = = = = = =  

Balance 
Additions Deductions 12/31/95 

]5 

6 ,322 

$ 6,322 

- 0- 

= = = = :~ =  

$ 7,741 
15 ,675 

$23,416 
= = = = = = =  



FORT IETH 
ST . 

Note 7 . Lea ses 

operating lease . The 
The month ly rental 

Division C leases furniture under a monthly operating lease . The 

monthly rental is $340.63. 

Note 8 . Supplemental Information 

The Fortieth Judicial District Court has no board members and 
therefore no one was paid a per diem . The Fortieth Judicial District 
Judicial Expense Fund did not receive any federal financial assistance 
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INDEPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE 
BASED ON AN AUD IT OF FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORM ED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH GOVERNMENT AUD ITING STANDARDS 

To the Judges 
Fortieth Judicial District Court 
of the Parish of St . John the Baptist 
State of Louisiana 
Edgard , Louisiana 

I have audited the component unit: f 
Judicial District Judicial Expense 
John the Baptist Parish Council, as 
31, 1996 and 1995, and have issued 
1997 . 

Compliance with laws, regulati 
the Fortieth Judicial District 
responsib ility of the Fortieth 
As part of obtaining reasonabl 
statements are free of materia 
court 's compliance with certai 
contracts , and grants . Howeve 
financial statements was not t 
with such provisions . Accordi 

ts of the Fortieth 
unit of the St . 

ears ended December 
dated March 12, 

ccordance with generally accepted 
Auditing Standards, issued by the 
ted States . Those standards require 
dit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
ts are free of material misstatement . 

o n s , c o 
Judici 
Jud ici 

e a s su r 
1 misst 
n prov i 
r , the 
o provi 
ngly , I 

ntracts , and grants applicable to 
al Expense Fund is the 
al D istrict Court 's managem ent . 
ance about whether the financial 
atement, I performed tests of the 
sions of laws, regulations, 
objective of my audit of the 
de an opinion on overall compliance 
do not express such an opinion . 

The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards . 

March 12 , 1997 
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is a matter 
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"

No 1 a~n H~ .~" S/J~x n~a >~e r 



FORT IETH JUD IC IA L D ISTR ICT JUD IC IA L EX PENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BAPTIST PAR ISH COUNCIL 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1996 and 1995 

Rev enue s 

Court costs are recorded in the month the fees are collected by the 
St:. John Parish Clerk of Court for civil cases and the St . John 
Parish Sheriff's office for criminal cases . Bond forefeitures 
are recorded in the month the fees are collected by the District 
Attorney 's office ~ Revenues receivables reflect amounts collected 
in December but not remitted until January of the following year . 
Interest income is recorded when earned . 

A ll other revenues are recorded when received 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred , 
except for principal and interest on general long -term liabilities 
which is recognized when due . 

E . Budqets and Budqetarz Accountinq 

Management formally adopted a budget during the year for the 
special revenue fund on a basis consistent with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP) . 

F . Backqround 

T 
the St 
regula 
filing 
exempt 
fiftee 
amount 
who is 
his bo 
or for 
Regula 
forfie 
procee 
attorn 
all fu 
posted 

rtieth Ju 
f Louisia 
islative 
type of c 
law from 

lars . In 
to exceed 
icted aft 
These co s 

feitures imposed by law . Act 83 
r Legislative session authorizes 
tures resulting from the posting 
ding in the State of Louisiana s 
ey . The district attorney shall 
nds collected to the court fund 
~ The Fortieth Judicial Distric 

12 

ieial Expen 
se Bill No . 
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INDEPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
STRUCTURE EA SED ON AN AUD IT OF FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Judges 
Fortieth Judicial District Court 
of the Parish of St . John the Baptist 
State of Louisiana 
Edgard , Louisiana 

component unit; financial statements of the Fortieth 
udicial Expense Fund, a component unit of the St . 
rish Council, as of and for the years ended December 
and have issued my report thereon dated March 12 , 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditi 
standards , Government Auditinq Standards issued by the Comptroll 
General of the United States . Those standards require that I pla 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether th 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

The management of the Fortieth Judicial District Court , is responsible 
for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure . In 
fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgements by management 
are requ ired to assess the expected benefits and related costs of 
internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of 
an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable , 
but not absolute , assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss 
from unauthorized use or disposition , and that transactions are executed 
in accordance with management 's authorization and recorded properly to 
permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting princip les . Because of inherent 
limitations in any internal control structure , error or irregularities 
may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any 
evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk 
that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions , 
or thlit the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and 
procedures may deteriorate . 

EXH IB IT A 



FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD IC IA L EX PEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PA R ISH COUN C IL 

NOTES TO F INAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1996 and 1995 

D iv ision C 

The following is a summary of the changes in general fixed 
assets account group for the years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995 

Balance 
1/1/96 

Furniture & Fixtures $ 7,804 
Equipment 20,576 

$28,380 
= = === = =:=  

Balance 
1/1/95 

Furniture & Fixtures $ 7,804 
Equipment 12 ,402 

N ote 4 . Rev enu es 

Additions Deductions 

$ - 0 - 
5 ,029 

$ 5,029 
= = = = = = =  

Additions 

-;---;--_- 
8 ,174 

$ 2,035 
970 

$ 3,005 
= = = = = = ~  

Deduct ions 

-;---;---- 

Balance 
12/31/96 

$ 5,769 
24 ,635 

= = = = ~ = =  

Balance 
12/31/95 

20 , 
804 
576 

$20,206 $ 8,174 $ -0- $28,380 
= = ~ = = := =  = = = = = = =  : = = = = =  = = = = = = =  

one-third percent (33 1/3%) of total revenues 
division of the Fortieth Judicial District 
responsible for administering the funds for his 

Act No . 52 of the 1984 regular Louisiana Legislative Session 

or to this Act , the Twenty -Ninth Judicial District included the 
shes of St . Charles and St . John the Baptist . Section 5 of this 
t the Twenty -Ninth Judicial District and created the Fortieth 
District . Presently , the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District 
St . Charles Parish and the Fortieth Judicial District includes 
the Baptist: Parish . 

Litigation and Claim s 

There are no claims or litigation pending against the court at 
December 31 , 1996 . 
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In p lanning and 
Fortieth Judici 
December 31 , 19 
control structu 
obtained an und 
procedures and 
assessed contro 
the purpose of 
not to provide 
Accordingly , I 

perform 
al Distr 
96 , and 
re . Wit 
ez~standi 
whether 
1 risk i 
expressl 
an opini 
do not e 

ing my audit of the 
ict Judicial Expense 
1995, I obtained an 
h resepect to the in 
ng of the design of 
they have been p lace 
n order to determine 
ng my opinion on the 
on on the internal c 
xpress such an opini 

financia 
Fund , f 

understa 
ternal c 
relevant 
d in ope 
my audi 
financi 

ontrol s 
on 

nts of the 
ars ended 
the internal 
ructure , I 
and 

nd I 
edures for 
ents and 

My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be 
material weaknesses under standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants . A material weakness is a 
condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low 
level the risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal 
course of performing their assigned functions. I noted no matters 
involving the internal control structure and its operation that I 
consider to be material weaknesses as defined above . 

However , I noted certain matters 
structure and its operation that 
Fortieth Judicial District Court 
1997 . 

March 12 , 1997 

123196-E 

involving the internal control 
I have reported to the judges of the 
in a separate letter dated March 12 

the judges, 
is a matter 
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IN DEPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT 

To the Judges 
Fortieth Judicial District Court 
Edgard , Louisiana 

.~.~o .J,'7<//<. '.'./7 S<'<,<'<. zr,: 

</, YV<,<.+...l+~,,:,,k,,,<, "iv,:,<, ~ 
<
.~l~pi,<,,,<. (..;o~) c.,;.:, z.~ ~ 

?ST,.,- (.+:,:,) ,~:~., .<,i,~.; 

I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the 
Fortieth Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund , a component unit of 
the St . John the Baptist Parish Council, as of and for the years ended 
December 31, 1996 and 1995, as listed in the table of contents . These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the judges of the 
Fortieth Judicial District Court . My responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards . Those standards require that I plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement . An audit includes 
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements . An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made 
by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation . I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for 
my op inion . 

above 
of th 
31 , 1 
ended 

My audit was conducted 
financial statements taken a 
fund and account group finan 
content , are presented for p 
a required part of the finan 
District Judicial Expense Fu 
to the auditing procedures a 
statements and , in my opinio 
respects in relation to the 

or the purpose of formi 
a whole . The comb inin 

ial statements, listed 
rposes of additional an 
ial statements of the F 
d . Such information ha 
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Division A 

FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUNC IL 

EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 

SU PPLEMENTAL IN FORMA T ION SCHEDULES 
SPECIAL REV ENUE FUNDS 

A s of and for the Years Ended December 31
, :[996 & 

Division A accounts for the operations of Division A . This 
receives its revenues from criminal and civil court cases

. 

Division B 

Division B accounts for the operations of Division B
. This 

receives its revenues from criminal and civil court cases
. 

Division C 

Division C accounts for the operations of Division C
. This fund 

receives its revenues from criminal and civil court cases
. 

FINS ~'~ oqram 

The FINS Program accounts for the 
of services program . Funding is 

Juvenile Probation Fee Fund 

123196 -N 

operations of the families in needs 
provided primarily by a state grant 

operations of a 
receives its revenues 



FORT IETII JUDICIAL D ISTR ICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUNC IL 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1996 and 1995 

Because the court i 
Fortieth Judicial Distri 
component unit of the St 
reporting entity , The a 
information only on the 
present: information on t 
services provided by tha 
units that comprise the 

il, the 
rmined to be a 
, the financia] 
present 
und and do not 
v e rnm en t 
governmental 

C. Fund Account.~  

The court uses funds and account- groups to report: on its financial 
position and the results of its operations , Fund accounting is designed 
to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by 
segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or 
activities . 

A fund is a 
of accounts , On 
reporting device 
and liabilities t 
directly affect n 

Funds of the court are classified as governmental funds . 
Governmental funds account for the court 's general activ ities 
including the collection and disbursement of specific or lega 
restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general 
assets , and the servicing of general long-term debt . Governm 
of the judicial expense fund include: 

D . Basis of Accountinq 

The records of the Fortieth Judicial District Judicial Expen 
are maintained on a cash basis of accounting . However, the Speci 
Revenue Fund reported in the accompanying financial statements ha 
converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the 
following practices in recording revenues and expenditures : 

II 



FORT IETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PA R ISH COUNC IL 

EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 

Component 
As of and for the 

Unit Financial Statements 
Years Ended December 31, 1996 and 1995 

C O N T E N T S 

Independent Auditor's ~eport 

Component Unit Financial Statements 

Combined Balance Sheets , A ll Fund 
Type and Account Groups 

Governmental Funds 

Statement Schedule Page 

3 

Comb ined Statements of Revenues , 
Expenditures , and Changes in 
Fund Balances 

Comb ined Statements of Revenues , Expend itures , 
and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget (GAAP 
Basis) and Actual: 
Special Revenue Funds 

Notes to Financial Statements i0 



Fortieth Judicial 
P . O . Box 357 
Edgard , La 70049 
Attn : Chief Judg 

'
,2 7! , "., 

District Court 

e Becne l 

Dear Judge Becne l : 

May i, 1997 

<
,~@ / (.~o<,2 ~,~.." .?,~'> 

tion is audited , it is customary to make administrative sugges- 
tions to improve the operating efficiency of the organization . 
Listed below are my comments : 

2) Each division 
A ffecting 
Aud itor 's 

Louisiana 
office . 

bookkeep ing 
should improve the 

should obtain a copy of the Laws 
Government from the Legislative 

3) Prior audit suggestions have been complied with 

If you have any questions, please call me at my office . 
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FORT IETH JUDICIAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EX PEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUN CIL 

EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

DE CEMBER 31 , 1996 and 1995 

under provisions .of state law, th~s 
report is o public dc:c!irri(:p,t. A 
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FORT IETH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT JUD IC IAL EXPEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PA R ISH COUNC IL 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1996 and 1995 

Note i . Su/nm ary of Significant Accoun ting Policies 

A . Basis ~ f P_ ~rgsentatio~ 

The accompanying financial statements of the Fortieth Judicial 
District Judicial Expense Fund , a component unit of the St . John The 
Baptist Parish Council, have been prepared in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-settin~ body for establishinz ~overnmental accounting and 
financial reportin_q ~rinciples. The more significant of the 
~ nent's accounting policies are described below. 

B . Reportinn_q ~]~  

the 
ent 
c o n 

org 
a c c 
sig 
tha 
to 

Gover 
establishe 
considered 
financial 
potential 
accountab i 
determinin 

2 

3 

tal Accounting ~tan 
iteria for determ in 
t of the St . John t 
rting purposes . Th 
onent unit w ith in t 
~ The GASB has set 
nancial accountabil 

d Stat 
compon 
Paris 

iterio 
ng ent 
teria 
crite 

em ent N 
ent uni 
h Counc 
n for i 
ity is 
to be c 

O . 14 
ts shou ld be 
il for 
neluding a 
financial 
onsidered in 
ludes : 

governing 

on that 

Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting 
majority b[~t are fiscally dependent on the council. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial 
statement would be misleading if data of the organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship . 
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FORT IETH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EXPEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BAPT IST PARISH COUNCIL 

EDGA RD , LOU IS IANA 

Component 
As of and fox the 

Unit Financial Statements 
Years Ended December 31 

C O N T _E _N _T _S 
( Continued) 

Supplemental Information Schedules 

Special Revenue Funds 

1996 and 1995 

Statement Schedu le Paqe 

Comb in ing Balance Sheets 

Combining Schedules of Revenues , Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

General Fixed Assets Group of Accounts 

Combining 
A ccount 

Schedu les 
Group 

of General Fixed A ssets 


