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INDEPENDENT AUI)ITOR' S REPORT 

The Honorable Charles A. Fuselier St. Martin Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio Parish Tax Collector St. Martinville. Louisiana 
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We have audited the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the St. Martin Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996, and the related statement of collections, distributions and unsettled balances for the year then ended. These financ, ia] statements are the responsibility of the St. Martin Parish Sheriff as Ex-Offieio Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on thes~ fi~ancial statementa based on o~ a~dit. We conducted standards and Cover ment Auditin~ Standards with generally accepted auditing issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Tbose standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement:. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidezlce supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit a].';o includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall f~n~ncial statement presentation. We believe that: our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. As descril0ed more fully in Note l, the accompanying statements present information only on the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to ab present fairly, in all material respects, the assets and liabilities of the Collector Fund of tile St. Martin Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1996 and collections, distributions and unsettled balances for the year then ended, on basis of accounting described in Note ]. 
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In accordance with Government AuditinQ Standards we have also issued a report dated November 15, 1996 on our consideration of the St. Martin Parish Sheriff's internal control structnre and a report dated November 35, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Nover~]er ]5. ]996 
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ASSETS 

ST. MARTIN PARISH SHERIFF St. MartJnville, Louisiana Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities June 30, 1996 

Cash and interest-bearing deposits 
LIABILITIES Due to taxing bodies and others 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$256,785 - _ -= 
$256,785 



 

ST. MARTIN PARIS}] SHERIFF St . Martinville, Louisiana Tax Co]lector Agency Fund 
Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances Year Ended June 30. 1996 

Unsettled balances at July i, ]995 Collections: Ad valorem taxes State revenue sharing Sporting licenses Parish licenses Interest Refunds and redemptions Tax notices, costs, etc Total collections 
Distributions: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Louisiana Tax commission Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Teche-Vermilion Freshwater District St. Martin Parish: Police Jury School Board Assessor Hospital service districts Waterworks District No. 2 Sewerage District NO. ] Sheriff Municipalities Public Library Pension Funds Refunds, etc. Total distributions Unsettled balances at June 30, 1996 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

183,120 
10,110,775 987,364 130,719 237,706 35,390 46,622 38.132 11.566.708 
104~66] ]9,067 1,326 ]78,189 88.596 4,150,418 3,355,703 351,038 153,964 100,387 262,479 1,600,135 74,873 678,877 297,340 _ 75,992 
$ 256,785 



ST. MARTIN PARISH SHRRIFF St. Martinvi]le. LouJsJana Notes to Financial Statements 
]) Summary of Siqnificant Accountinq Policies As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of ]974, the sheriff is the ex officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and sporting licenses. Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D} requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statement reflects financial activity of the Sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also included in the Sheriff's general purpose financial statements. The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 
Interest-Bear~n~ Deposits State ]aw authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a hank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. At: June 30, 1996, the Sheriff has interest bearing deposits (book balances} totaling $256,785, representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances (bank balances} at June 30, ]996 of $248,513 are fully secured through federal deposit insurance. 
3) State Revenue Sharinq Funds The revenue sharing funds pl:ovJded by Act 37 of 1995 were distributed as follows: Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Teehe Vermilion Freshwater District St. Martin Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Public Library Assessor MunicipalitJe[~ Pension Funds Total 

$ 32,344 11.]81 363,745 269,126 105,823 57,575 60,582 74,87] 12,117 $987,364 



 

ST. MARTIN PARIS}[ SHERIFF St. Martinville. Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
4) Unsettled Balances The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 1996 of $256,785 consists of $47,978 in motor vehicle property taxes, $]64,731[ in ad valorem taxes, $26,320 in sporting licenses, $11,800 in parish licenses, $5,842 in interest, and $114 in other 





to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. We noted a certain matter involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition under standards established by the American institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. 
Inadequate Seqreqation of Aceountinq Functions 
Due to the small segregation of functions Re c ommenda t i on 

number of employees, the Sheriff did not have adequate within the accounting system. 
Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of additional personnel, it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. Response: No response is considered necessary A material weakness is a ~eportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control, structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. We believe the reportable condition described above is a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana November 15. 3996 

Darnall. Sikes. Kolder. Frederick & Rai,ey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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DARNALL SIKES. KOLDER, FREDERICK & RAINEY (A CORPORATION OF C[ RTIFI[O PUB[IC ACCOUNTAF~3S) 
RE I~RED Eugene H Dana SPA 1990 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON 71N AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Charles A. Fuse]ier St. Martin Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio Tax Col]ector St. Martinvi]le. Louisiana 
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We have audited the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) financial statements of the St. Martin Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and h~ve issued our report thereon dated November 15, 1996. Our report states that the statement of assets and liabilities and tbe statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditina Standards the United States. Those standards require obtain reasonable assurance about whether material misstatement. Comp]iance with laws and the responsibility of the St 

issued by the Comptroller Genera] of that we plan and perform the audit to the financial statements are free of 
regulations applicable to Martin Parish Sheriff the Tax Collector Fund is As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Sheriff's compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objective of our audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall complian(:e with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution Js not limited. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana November 15. ]996 

Darnall. Sikes. Kolder. Frederick & Rai.ey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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ST. MARTIN PARISH SHERIFF (AS EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR) St. Martinville, Louisiana Financial Report 
Year Ended June 30, 1996 

ander provisions.of state law, thts report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. The report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court er~lease Date 
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